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BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS. 



Washington, D. C, February 2, W93. 

8lH: ^\^s required by the act of May 17, 1882, the Board of Indiai 
Commiasi oners respectfully submit their twenty-third annual report. 

The only chftnge in the personnel of the board during the year 1891 ' 
has been the resignation of Mr. John Charlton, who has accepted an- 
other position ill the Indian seryice, and the appointment of Elbert B. 
Monroe to fill the vacancy. 

At the date of our last report the unhappy and disastrouH trouble 
among the Sioux Indians wan about coming to an end, but we had not 
snfBcient reliable data for forming any conclneions a% to the cause of 
the disturbance. From carefal inventigatiotts since it has become clear 
that many causes contributed to the outbreak — causes of such a nature 
that such serious results could not have been foreseen. They are fully 
set forth in the comprehensive report of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs. One very gratifying truth has been settled, that education 
and Christian training make Indians pea(!eable and loyal. The testi- 
mony of Mr. T. W. Blackburn, the late superintendent of Indian edu- 
cation, who iiia*I(* a carefUl investigation in March last, as well as that 
of Bbv. John P. Williamson, the veteran missionary among the Sionx, 
and of other competent witue8se.s, is that the educated and Christian 
Indians almost without exceptiou remained flim in their loyalty to the 
Government, and did much to bring about the final settlement of the 
trouble, J 

maPECTION OP INDIAN BUPPLIES.  

The Bo.ird met at the warehouse in New York on the 5th of May tol 
consult with the Commisaioiier of Indian Afl'airs and to assist him in 
opening bids for Indian aupitlies and in awarding contrac.ts. The 
number of bids opened and publicly read was 422. The samples of 
goods offei-ed were carefully inspected, and the contracts awarded from 
day to day until June 4, one or more members of the Board being 
constantly present, and during tlie summer and autumn visiting the 
warehouse from time to time to witness the delivery of the goods, and 
the packing and shipping of them to the several agencies. Under tJie 
energetic sui>erinteniience of Mr. L, L. Bobbins the te^lious work of 
assorting, packing, and shipping 33,872 packages, weighing 5,023,327 
potuids, was finished at an earlier date than usual, and the goods were 
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delivered at the agencies before winter weather had closed the channels 
of transportation. The articles purchased were, in general, of excel- 
lent quality, and from many sources we have information that they 
have given entire satisfaction. 

The clothing purchased is better than that furnished heretofore, but 
not so good in quality as we could wish. It is, however, the best that 
can be bought with the money appropriated by Congress for that pur- 
pose. With, for example, $125,000 available to furnish to every Sioux 
Indian a suit of clothing, as the treaty with those Indians requires, it 
is manifest that 30,000 people can not have the very best clothing. The 
complaints which sometimes are made on this score can be met and 
remedied only by larger appropriations. 

The supplies for the Pacific coast were purchased in San Francisco, 
bids being opened and contracts awarded July 8. Two members of the 
Board, Messrs. Charlton and Jacobs, were designated to assist in that 
work. 

INSPECTION OF AOBNCIES AND SCHOOLS. 

During the year 1891 we have visited and inspected the following 
agencies: Eastern Cherokee, K. C; New York 5 Omaha and Santee, 
Nebr.; Sisseton and Yankton, S. Dak.; White Earth, Minn.; Devils 
Lake and Fort Berthold, N. Dak. ; and Forts Peck and Belknap, Mont. 

Eeports of these visits and inspections, which are transmitted here- 
with, indicate steady progress towards the end which all Mends of In- 
dians hope to attain — their complete civilization and absorption with 
the body politic as American citizens. 

EDUCATION. 

In the work of education a material advance has been made during 
the last year. Under the wise and energetic management of the Com- 
missioner and his able assistant, the superintendent of Indian schools, 
the system of instruction has been more thoroughly organized, new 
training schools have been established, buildings have been improved, 
and appliances for industrial training have been largely increased. 
Provision has also been made by the appointment of district superin- 
tendents for more frequent and careful inspection of all the schools. 
We hope to see added a series of teachers' institutes, where all the 
teachers of the several districts may meet for consultation and discus- 
sion and mutual instruction. One such teachers' convention has just 
been held at Haskell Institute, near Lawrence, Kans. 

The following official tables exhibit the attendance of Indian pupils 
in school for several years past: 

Indian school attendance from 1882 to 1891 j both years inclusive. 



Year. 



1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 



Boarding schools. 



Number. 



71 
75 
86 
114 
115 
117 
126 
136 
140 
146 



Average 
attendance. 



2,755 
2.599 
4,358 
6,201 
7,260 
8,020 
8.705 
9,146 
9,865 
11, 405 



Day schools. 



Number. 



54 

64 

76 

86 

99 

110 

107 

103 

106 

110 



Average 
attendance. 



1,311 
1,443 
1,757 
1,942 
2,370 
2,500 
2,715 
2,406 
2,367 
2,163 



Totals. 



Number. 



125 
139 
162 
200 
214 
227 
233 
239 
246 
256 



Average 
attendance. 



4,060 

4,042 

6,115 

8,143 

9,630 

10, 520 

11,420 

11, 552 

12, 232 

13,568 



Enrollment and average ailendaaee at ladtait lelutoli, 1837 to ISSl. 
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From these tables it will be scttn that the total enioUmeut in schools 
of all classes aud grades hail roaohetl, at the end of June, nearly 18,000, 
an increase of 1,549 over the previous year, aud that the average at- 
tendance was 13,568, an increase of 1,336. 

The appropriations for school purposes for the year ending June 30, 
1891, were $1,842,770, and for the current yeai' the amount appropri- 
ated is $2,291,650. We may, therefore, Lope for as large an increase in 
attendance as dni-ing the past year. And, if Congress will continue 
to enlarge the means for edncatiou in the same ratio for three years 
more, we may hope to see nearly all the Indian children of school age 
provided for in the Goveiumeut schools. It seems to us that it would 
be wise statesmanship, and wise economy to inerease at once the ap- 
propriation to the three millions asked for by the Commissioner. He 
could then, without much delay, fiimish the facilitieB for a common- 
school education to all ludian children. Then, under tlie rules and 
regulations authorized by law recently, and formulated, the Commis- 
sioner will be able to secure the attendance of all children of suitable 
age in the schools established and maintained by the Government for 
their benefit. And Ikhen it would be easy to put an end to the compli- 
cations involved in the contract system. The religious societies could 
transfer to the Indian Bureau such schools as they have not the means 
to support, aud those which they wish to retain could be built up into 
permanent institutions for the training of advanced pupils for teaehing 
and other professional careers. Then, too, such societies could devote 
more means and force to direct missionary work. And never has been 
such work more needed than now. In this transition period, when the 
Indians are beset with difficulties and perplexed by the new duties and 
responsibilities of citizenship, they sorely need all the moral and 
Christian instruction that the churches of all denominations can give. 
And no part of our people, or of any people, presents a more hopefnl 
field for earnest missionary work. 
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THE MO HONK CONFERENCE. 



Our annual conference at Mohonk Lnk(^, in Oftober, was attended 
by a larger number than usual of the friends of Indian progi'oss and 
civilization. The action of the President and the Secretary of the In- 
terior in extending the civil-service dassiflcatiou to a portion of th«_ 
Indian service, was heartily approved, and the ilirther extension of th* 
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lAED OF raDIAS 




piTiieiplea and spirit of the rpform, ao as to efl'ect a permHuent teimre I 
of office in the service, was recommended. Other topics discussed were , 
the '-Outlook for Contract Schools," the "Reinoviil of the Southern 
Utes" against which a strong protest was adopted, and "The Legal 
and Political Status of the Indiana'' as affected by the general allot- 
ment at^t, and other recent legislation. The topic last named is thor- 
oughly discussed by the Commissioner in his late report. It is a matter 1 
of great intei'eat, and we ventnre tn add a few suggestions with regard [ 
to it. 

LEGAL STATUS OF INDIANS, 

Among the questions which have elicited considerable discussion re- 
cently, lias been that of the expediency of providing a special system of 
courts of law for the Indians on the reservations until they shall have ac- 
cepted severalty and Ijecome citizens. There is a pardonable hesitation 
felt by jurists and legislators to engraft on the judiciary system any costly 
and oumbersomeadditiontomeetatemporary state ofthings, and also the 
prejudice of conservatism opposed t» any important change in so serious 
a matter. And yet the fact remains that law is needed tor the reserva- 
tion Indians, and that the effort to civilize them makes some provision 
Imperative. Partly through the inaccessibility of coiuts, and partly 
through insufficient legislation, to cover all cases in which improving 
Indians may fairly demand the justice which law alone can give, they 
are suftering a practical denial of that justice in many instances; and, 
inasmuch as the present state of things may last a long time, it seems 
a matter of simple right to grant them some farther benefit of law. 
We ai'e, therefore, gratified to find this subject claiming the attention 



The so-calletl courts of Indian offenses have served a good purpose, 
aJthough, as has been observed, they are (oore in the nature of courts- 
martial than civil courts, and practically register the decrees of the In- 
dian agent. This makes the agency too much of an autocracy projwrly 
to train the Indians in a civilized administration of justice. 

It has been wisely suggested, however, that these quasi courts might 
bo made real courts presided over by justices having some knowledge 
of the law, and receiving a fair compensation for their services, an fii- 
dianjury trying the facts. These courts shotdd be provided on all the 
reservations. l 

A system of court commissioners, related to the present United States | 
courta, has been suggested for the graver causes, and with a right of J 
appeal to the United States courts. This plan has met with favor, and I 
if some well-conditioned system shall be devised, not too complicated, and J 
80 conditioned as to melt away of itself when the Indians become citi- I 
zens, it seems to us it would be wise legislation. I 

A subsidiary result of no small value would be the introduction this 1 

would give the Indians to the use of courts of law, thus educating them 4 

in the legal customs of a ci\"ilized people. 1 

SURVEYS AND lEBlGATlON. I 

Another matter which should have immediate attention by Congress fl 
is au Hcciirate survey of the Indian reservations and the irrigation of 1 
the arid lands. Without surveys and a distinct marking of boundary I 
lines troubles will constantly arise between the Indians and white set- I 
tiers ab<mt them and among Indians themselves. Cattle men are often I 
quite willing to lot their herds graze upon Indian lands, and it is ira- I 
possible to prosecute and punish them tor trespass unless the bounds I 
of the reservations are clearly deflned. I 
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mOn the subject of irrigation we heartily couuar in all that Cottimia' 
sioner Morgan recommemia ami urges. Its imi)ortau<» eau aot well be 
oyerstated. If we expect Indians to bet^ome farmers and self-support- 
ing, the oonditlou of those hwateil on arid lands in several Western 
States and Territories must not be overlooked. To place them on their 
allotments and tiirnish them nitli a full outfit of farming implements is 
a waste of effort and money until there is added the one thing that is 
required to make their lands productive. We are glad to observe that 
in the agreement with the Crow Indians of Montana for the sale of a 
portion of their lands, provision has been made for the expenditure of 
a portion of the proceeds of the sale to render the lands retained and 
allotted productive by a thorough system of irrigatiou. The same 
stipulation can be made in othei' agreements where the conditions of 
the country require it. And where means can not, in this way, be pro- 
vided, we hope and urge that Congress may make liberal appropria- 
tions for this purpose for all reservations where iiTigation is necessary 
to auccessiul farming. 

ALLOTMENTS AND PATENTS. 

The work of allotting lands in severalty to Indians and securing to 
them separate homesteads has been continued, and we see no reason to 
doubt the wisdom of the policy. Dnring the year 2,104 patents have 
been issued and 2,830 allotments have been approved and the issuance 
of patents directed. Already more than 16,000 Indians have become 
citizens of the United States, and about 4^000 more, by taking allot- 
ments, are soon to become citiiieus. Adding the 7,610 in Oklahoma 
who have received aUotmeuts under agreements ratified by the last 
Congress, we have a total of 27,610 Indian American citizens, subject 
to the same laws and entitled to the same privileges^ as other citiiienB; 
and they have surrendered to the United States about 23,000,000 
acres, which have become a part of the public domain and open for 
settlement and improvement. In their new position, not a little per- 
plexing and bewildering, the Indians will still need kindly supervision 
aod all the safeguards that law and humanity and instruction can throw 
around them. One thing especially needed to give full success to the 
allotment policy, which we have before urged, and to which, we see, 
with mncb satisfaetion, the President has called attention in his late 
message, is provision for pnblic improvements in the counties where 
Indians hold a large part of the lands. They have white neighbors, 
and the number will increase rapidly, as the unallotted lauds are sold. 
Indian homesteads are inalienable and untaxable for twenty- five years. 
The white settlers must pay all the taxes for the support of schools and 
for all pnblic uses. In such circumstances it will hardly be possible to 
maintain a kindly feeling between the races. The Indian will be re- 
garded as a burden and his chUdreu will not be welcomed into the pub- 
lic schools. Belief from such evils can be given by withholding from 
the proceeds of lands purchased from Indians, or by direct appropria- 
tion, of suilicient funds to pay the Indian pro rata share of the laxes, 
according to the value of the lands held by them. This would elevate 
the Indian to equality with his white neighbor and remove the hin- 
drance to progress and development which seems now involved in the 
inalienable feature of the allotment policy. 

THE NEW YORK INDIANS, 

In the evolntion of the Indian problem the relation of the Now York 

Indians has attracted much attention within the past few -j^*-^*" ^ 
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Indians to become owners of individual homesteads and hold the position of cit- 
izens, for which they are qualified. 

I found at Cherokee an excellent contract school, managed by the Friends of 
Indiana. The principal, Mr. H. W. Spray, his wiife, the matron, three lady 
teachers, the cook, seamstress, and physician, all seem to be faithful and earnest. 
The^ have gained the confidence of the people and the devoted love of their 
pupils. The school impresses me as preeminently a home school. The pupils 
regard their teachers as friends, and look up to Mr. and Mrs. Spray as to a 
father and mother. They are well taught, comfortably clad, and well fed; and 
when sick are tenderly cared for by Mrs. Spray, as if her own children. 

Unfortunately some dissension has arisen between the managers and the prin- 
cipal respecting finances, which threatens the removal of Mr. Spray and his corps 
of efficient helpers. Such a change I should deprecate as a great calamity to the 
school, and I trust the difficulties may be amicably settled and the work of edu- 
cation go on with increasing prosperity and usefulness. 

The agent, Mr, Etlythe, appears to be an upright, efficient man. But so soon 
as the land title is settled and the lands divided into separate holdings there will 
ba no need of the supervision of an Indian agent in North Carolina. 
Very respectfully, 

E. Whittlesey, 

Secretary. 

Hon. Merrill E. Gates, 

Ghairma7i, 



BEPOBT OF HON, JOlSEPH T. JACOBS. 

Dakota City, Nebr., June 25^ 1891. 

I left Ann Arbor on the morning of June 23 and came direct to Dakota City, 
where Mr. Robert H. Ashley, agent for Omaha and Winnebago agencies, met 
me after driving through a severe storm for 20 miles. The storm was so terrific 
that we did not undertake the journey to the agency, but remained here all 
night. It has been raining for several days, making the roads almost impassible. 

I did not go to headquarters, but passed through Omaha and Winnebago agen- 
cies quite extensively. I made many inquiries in the city and also of Mr. Ashley, 
who I think is very much interested in the Indians, besides doing his duty as an 
agent; he has been in this neighborhood for over thirty years and understands 
these two tribes thoroughly. 

Mr. Ashley and Mr. Ward (teacher in the industrial school) and others 'gave 
me the following information: In regard to the Omahas, I learn that from their 
large annuity they have erected this year from thirty to forty houses. Their crops 
are all in and the prospects are good for a large yield. They have a large in- 
crease of acreage this year over last. The Government mission schools are doing 
fairly well at Omaha Reservation. In regard to the Winnebagos, they are doing 
much better this year than ever before. This seems to be the general impression. 
They have in between eight and nine hundred acres of wheat and have planted 
their old ground with corn, beans, and potatoes. They have this season broken 
up and sowe'd with flax about 700 acres, and are still at work breaking. Some 
fifteen or sixteen Indians who had never worked before are now doing well. 

Upon the whole the prospects are good for these two tribes. I agree with the 
board in their recommendation to President Harrison, that in cases where we 
have good agents they should be retained in office. In these two tribes the pop- 
ulation is about 2,400. There is no complaint about supplies. 

Santee Agency, Nebr., June 26, 1891. — I arrived here on the 25th of June, and 
was kindly cared for by Dr. A. L. Riggs (principal of the Santee Normal Train- 
ing School) and his family. Mr. A. L. Riggs seems to be very much interested 
in his work, and is a good man I believe. 

Everything on the agency is looking well. The boys' Sunday clothing is not 
so good as it should be. The shawls for the girls are entirely too light and small. 
The boys' pants are too small around the waist in proportion to the length. The 
artesian well is used in the roller process for making flour (called by them short 
roller process); also for sewerage, water closet, bathing, and drinking purposes 
at the schools. At the time the estimate was made for the well, $500 was put 
into the hands of the agent, but was not sufficient to carry out the original plan. 
They still need $1,500 to carry out the plan, not including seweragpe. I would 
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recommend very strongly that this sum be allowed the agency. It will be a 
grand thing in sanitary and other ways. 

Ymikton Agency, S. Dak., June ^9, 1891, — I left San tee Agency June 29, at 6:30, 
and drove over 30 miles to this agency. I found a great many Indians in from 
the reservations, this being " issuing day." The Indians all seem to be content 
and happy. Mr. Foster, the agent, seems to be the right man in the right place. 
I believe nim to be very energetic and honest. The schools are just closing. I 
passed through the buildings and can report everything in first-class order. The 
shops, which I inspected very closely, ought to be thoroughly repaired or i*ebuilt. 
They are used for wagon, harness, and snoemaking. 

Complaints are made of the boys' clothing at this agency. The boys' and girls' 
shoes are bad also. 

Dr. Brown, in charge of the drug store, compldins about lack in quantity of 
medicines, and said that the sponges are very poor. 

They need an artesian well: it would be a great help and saving to the Govern- 
ment. In regard to farming machinery, they have only eight ^ood reapers and 
2,300 acres of wheat and oats to cut. They need better machines and farming 
implements. The Indians complain of their horses not being large enough to 
break the ground. It seems as though good oxen would be just the thing for 
that purpose. On the whole they seem to be quite well satisfied. There are 
about fifty houses to be built for the Indians this year. 

I arrived at San Francisco, July 6. I was at the opening of the bids July 8, 
1891, and assisted Assistant Commissioner R. V. Belt for one week in awarding 
contracts. 

I wish I could do Mr. Belt justice in a word of praise for his painstaking in 
every detail of the work assigned him at San Francisco. He is thorough and 
honest and very capable. 

If the supplies when delivered turn out as good as the samples, the Govern- 
ment will have no cause to complain of their purchases at San Francisco. 

Joseph T. Jacobs. 



REPOBT OF HON. JOHN CHARLTON. 

Sir: In compliance with your request I have visited the principal Indian res- 
ervations along the line oi and contiguous to the Great Northern railroad, en 
route to San Francisco to assist in opening the bids for Indian supplies for the 
Pacific coast. 

WHITE EARTH. 

The White Earth Reservation covers about thirty- two townships of land, 
which, for the most part is well adapted for agricultural purposes were the sea- 
sons propitious, but for two years or more, owing to the drought, the crops 
planted have amounted to but very little, and had not the Indians found employ- 
ment in getting out timber during the winter months, the amount produced on 
their little farms would not have suflftced for their support. The wild rice found 
growing on the margin of many of the large streams has for years been utilized 
as food by the Indians living in this section of the country, and the destitution 
incident to the shortage of cultivated cereals has often been much mitigated by 
an ample supply of this wholesome food. 

Through the energetic action of Maj. Shuler most of the agency buildings 
which were fast crumbling to pieces have been repaired and put in a condition 
to last for several years. His own residence, originally built of logs, and subse- 
quently weather-boarded, and lathed and plastered inside, is showing many 
signs of decay, and its use as a residence can not be much longer thought of. 
The location of the buildings on a hill, from which a magnificent view of the 
surrounding country is obtained, speaks volumes for the good judgment of those 
who first placed them there. 

A visit to the Government school-house, built on a beautiful spot about one- 
half mile north of the agency, showed a structure in the usual shape of the letter 
H. and arranged internally as that style of building usually is, the dormitories 
being in the third story and the egress therefrom being by a long winding stair- 
case, which was wholly inadequate as a means of escape in case of fire. Maj. 
Shuler, appreciating the situation, caused three more openings to be made, and 
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now the children have a fair chance for their lives. Exteriorly the building wa» 
in good condition, needing only a coat or two of paint to render its appearance 
as good as new ; but I regret to say that with the exception of one or two rooms 
its interior was gloomy and forbidding. 

Mr. Hume, who has occupied the position of superintendent for over nine 
years, and who I believe is one of the best men for that position I have ever 
known, has done and is doing all that any one man can do to improve the con- 
dition of things over which he has supervision; but when by reason of a lack of 
teachers he is compelled to take the place of one daily in the school room, and 
devote six hours of each day to teaching, it is easy to see that many things are 
liable to get awry and out of joint. By way of recreation, he employs all the 
spare time he can command and a number of the larger boys on 7 acres of 
a garden, in which are grown enough vegetables to supply the entire school of 
alix)ut 130 scholars and a sufficient surplus to afford the milch cows daily rations 
of roots during the long and severe winters. 

Miss Jackson, the principal of the junior department of the school, has fre- 
(Juently more than fifty scholars under her charge. Thirty children are as many 
as any teacher can do justice to, and for the number of scholars in this school^ 
the number of teachers is too few by at least two — one to relieve the superin- 
tendent, and one to assist in the primary department. I am glad to know that, 
notwithstanding all the drawbacks and difficulties under which the work is done, 
the results are fully equal to schools much more advantageously situated. 

The inadequacy of the dormitories and dining room connected with the school 
building, to accommodate the children, has demonstrated the necessity for a 
building that should not be less than 30 by 60 feet, which can be attached to the 
main building in the form of a wing. This building should be two stories, the 
lower to be used as a dining room and the upper for a dormitory, the present 
quarters being much too small for these purposes. It is proposed to devote suffi- 
cient space in the new dormitory for two room& which shall be set apart for 
hospital use, there being nothing of the kind on the reservation. 

A want that needs to be supplied with the least possible delay is a supply of 
water on the school premises. Every drop of that fluid, except that used in the 
laundry, is now hauled by an ox team, managed by a detail of four Indian boys, 
from a lake more than a half mile distant from the school. This service — perhapa 
drudgery would be the better word — must be performed daily, and at all seasons, 
and the labor and inconvenience connected therewith are very great. A drilled 
well with a windmill and a large tank would cost a few hundred dollars, but the 
investment would pay handsomely. 

A gristmill run in connection with the sawmill now in operation at Wild Rice 
River will be needed at an early day, when the Indians on this reservation shall 
have received their lands in severalty and commenced the cultivation of wheat, 
for which the land is admirably adapted. By having a mill of their own they 
will be saved the trouble and expense of hauling their grain to Detroit City, 
which is 22 miles distant from the agency, and much farther than that from 
many of the farms. 

The Chippewa Indians, of which there are now over 6,000 and soon will be 9,000 
on this reservation, are practically self-supporting, dress in citizen's clothes, and 
nearly all speak and understand the English language, and, as a rule, exhibit a 
degree of intelligence far above any body of Indians of the same number that I 
have seen. They are anxious to receive their lands in severalty, and as soon as 
the commissioners now engaged in adjusting boundaries can make the allot- 
ments, the people are ready to accept them and commence on the work of home- 
making and citizenship. 

I devoted a portion of the last day of my stay to a visit to the girls' school of 
the Sisters of St. Benedict, located nearly 2 miles from the agency. The super- 
intendent of this school is Father Aloysius, a German by birth, but a gentleman 
who seems to have made many friends by his broad liberality and genial man- 
ners. The school was not in session at the time of my visit, but I was assured 
by the superintendent that excellent work was being done by the Sisters. The 
building which was the gift of the Drexel sisters was built of cream colored brick 
made on the premises, and the appointments throughout, with scarcely an ex- 
ception, were excellent and gave evidence of being well managed. There is 
ample land around the school for industrial purposes, but only a small portion of 
it was under cultivation. The girls were taught, in addition to their usual studies, 
housekeeping in all its branches, plain and fancy sewing, and whatever else may 
be useful to them in after life. 
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On the 23d. of June I arrivBcl at Devil'a l^ke Ag-enoy, which is within a few 
rods ot Fort Totten, on DavU'a Lake Riser vation. On oalliug at the residence 
of the agent, Maj. Waugh, I teafned that as he was absent on business connected 
with the ag^noy, any information concerning matters ttkere would have to be ob- 
tained from other sources. 

Fort, Tottsn has recently been transferred from the War to the Interior De- 
partment, and by that s^t apart for an Indian induetrial and training achool, and 
which, with its advantages and possibilities, under compeb^nt management, can 
not fail of being the equal of any similar inetitutioa west of the Missie^ippiBiver. 
The present superintendent. Mi'. Canliold, has occupied that position only a few 
monthe, but from what I observed of his methodsof doing bushiese while visiting 
the Bcbool I thiok he gives promise of making a mo^t efficient ollloer. In secur- 
ing the codperation of Mr. Potter, whom I metintbeCarliale Indian school more 
than six years ago, and again In the Arapahoe Indian school at Darlington last 
winter, he has been most foi'tunat«. With this gfiutleman in charge of the ad- 
Tanced department of the school, and the intermediate and primary classes under 
the supervision of the aocomplished lady teachers I saw tJiere, tailui-e to make 
the echool a success would hardly seem possible. 

In a visit to the Government boarding school, under the supervision of Sister 
Page, I found the general management to be excellent and the condition of the sev- 
eral buildingB far above the average. The rooms throughout were scrupuloualy 
clean and orderly, and the educational work done by the teachers equal to that 
in the best schools in other sections that I have visited. The only objectionable 
feature that obtruded itself while I was there was the defective system., or rather 
want of system, of sewerage, which every puff of wind from its vicinity revealed 
to you. 

An inspection of the dormitories revealed large, well-ventilated rooms, the 
beds and everything connected with them being models of neatness and order. 
So. too. were the school rooms, dining rooms, kitchens, pantries, etc. The num- 
ber of pupils in this school in regular attendance is about one hundred. 

The buildings at Port Totten are ali constructed of brick, neatly painted, and 
are in eKCellent condition. Thedormitorieatop theboysare on the ground floor, 
on each side of a long hall of ample width and admirably arranged to alTord good 
ventilation. The girls' rooms are up one flight of staira, similarly arranged, but 
in addition open on a balcony or piazza that extends the entire length of the 
buildings which form one side of tne parade ground, the superintendent, teaoh- 
era. and other employes occupying those on the other aides. These buildiugaall 
front on a tine parade groimd or campus, and being located on an elevation, com- 
mand one ot the finest views in the country. Coimected with the school is alargre 
tract of tine land which the lara'e boys take care of and from which an abundant 
, crop of vegetables is gathered. Xhi land being cultivated in the moat thorough 
manner under the direction of the Industrial teachei'. 

Among many reforms suggested, Mr. Canfleld has introduced one that is worthy 
of notice, and which is calculated to ba productive of much g'ood. It is that of 
setting apart one afternoon of each month for a reunion of the Indian boys and 
~' '" Ine campus, where, under the eyes of their, teachers, they can mingle 
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ers, and many others afford a scene that no one can fail to enjoy. After two 
hours of play refreshments are served and partaken of with a relish by all. 

Another pleasine feature, and one that the boys take to with enthusiasm, is 
the suggestion that each one shall exert himseK to save a portion of his earnings 
for the pui-chaso of brass instruments tor a band. Alreadv a handsome amount 
has been accumulated towards this object, and doubtless the band will be nn in- 
teresting fac;tor in the near future. The money earned by the boys is obtained 
from necessary alterations and the painting of the school buildings, all of which 
was executed as well as if done by white mechanics. 

Devils Lake Reservation embraces over IHtLlUM acres of as tine land for grazing 
and agricultural purposes as can b? found in any country, bsing well watered 
and having on it sufBcient timber to afford the necessary shelter for stock and 
fuel. Sheep-raising, for which North Dakota is becoming famous, oouid not fail 
to be remunerative here, and horses and cattle would, I think, pi-ove to be prof- 
itable. Brought up from time Immemorial to nsgard any kind of labor with 
aversion, as the Sioux Indians on this reservation have been, it will necessarily 
require years of training to raakc them successful agrioulturiats, or even to ( ' 
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out a, living from the soil; but while this is so. they can in the interval n 
BUBtain life, but acquire property by engaging in grazing. Soon after my 8 
vsl I met Judge Joseph R. Gra.y, apeuial allotting; a^ent For this reeervation, I 
who has succeuded Id allotting oearly 6^,000 acres of land without so much as a 
munnur from the allottee. The land in excess of that needed by the Indians 
on this reservation amounts to more than 100,000 acres, and if it was thrown open 
for early Battlement by Government at the prioe the Indians are paid (or it, I 
venture to say that It would be occupied in a very short time, and doubt not it 
would be a decided benefit to whites and Indiaosalike. Large reservations, such 
as we Snd in the Indian Territory, the Dakotas, and Montana, mean ' 
deraesses, vast stretches of solitude, Ii'om which the white man is ej 
which the Indians can not utilize. The abolition of reservations, lai 
at an early day, will do more for civilization than thepreaent syeten 
pllsh in a hvmdi-ed years. 

FOKT BEHTHOLD. 
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The number of Indians on this reservation is about eleven hundred, compoi 
ol Gros Ventres, Mandans, and 'Rees, and as they are ration Indiana the greatel 
portion of them live contiguous t« the agency and thus avoid unnecessary lor ' 
journeys going for their supplies. Ration day occu ring during our visit, we ht 
an excellent opportunity of seeing the style of Indiana in the great Northwest, 
and so far as we are able to judge they have made as much progress toward civi- 
lization as any of the " wild'' Indians we have seen elsewhere. Their isolation 
from all civiltzlng iaQuences is, we are fully persuaded, one of their gnitest 
fortunes, and unless there is something more than land to tempt the cupidity of 
the white man, it would seem as if they must live apart for many years to come. 
The quality of the soil on the priaries of North Dakota is, as a whole, good, and 
in many places excellent, but when it is found that owing to the scarcity of sea- 
sonable rains those vast plains are only Gt for pasturage one year in three on 
an average, it is apparent that no man who cangetaway from them wlU remain, 
a large number of settlers having abandoned their claims within a few years. 

At the time of our visit Maj. J. S. Murphy was agent, and from him we gath- 



ered the information that the Indians under his char 
tions, willing to take their land in severalty just so soon e 
The land that oug'ht to he divided among them is some '£ 
river and consists of rich bottom land, which in places 

and almost aa level a« a meadow, and well wooded. Here_. >:- -r 

to remove the Indians, where they can have ample facilities to acquire the art of 
farming. The uplands being admirably adapted for grazing purposes whenever 
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Indian boys in charge of each hand. Corralla wUl be provided and sheds erectet 
at convenient points for the storage of hay for their use during the winter. 

Under the Old chief " Crow-flies-high," and whose band is known as the Knift 
Biver Gros Ventres, there are said I« be about 240 Indiana who, for some i 
reason, refused to place themselves under the care of an agent, or to accei 
thing from the Government. They are nomadic in their habits, peaceabi 
subsist an best they may by hunting, fishing, and gathering buffalo bones, which. 
are carried for shipment to Mlnot and other railroad points. The agent has 
made repeated attempts to induce them to live on the I'eservation the same as 
the other Indians under his charge, but with but little success until last week, 
when four of the band agi-eed to come. This movement is but the beginning of 
the end, and the major is confident that in a short time he will get every family 
of the younger people, whose children will have the opportunity of attendli^ 
the Government school at Fort Stevenson. 

The only educational institute at tbe agency is a mission school under the 
auspices oj the Ameiican Missionary Association, which has been carrying on tm 






ing used as a school, and in which there are forty-ons pupils, girls and boys. 
The teaching force consists of Mr. C. L, Hall, superintendent and missionary, 
and seven assistants, in various capacities. The instruction is in the primary 
branches, in history, geography, grammar, music, and drawing. The boys are 
taught farming and the use of carpenters' tools, the girls daii-y work, dress-mak- 
ing, and household work. 

The buildings, £ve in number, occupied by the Bchaol, are in good order, aiid:.B 
the arrangement of the school room, dormitories, dining room, and kitchen e" 
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cellent. and all are kept in^ood (Condition. In the bai'uthei« 'u 
head of caltlo and two teams of hoi'BOB. 

Six of the mare advaarod pupils are at the Santee Industrial School, and 
among those who have vetui'ned are a pi-eacher, pi-intar, clerk in a grocery store, 
and one the wife of a miniatei*. while many others are doing well, and all are pro- 
fessed Christiana. The missioQary work ext«nde lil) milss along the Missouri 
River. At two of the out stations are lop houses built by funds contributed by 
D. L. Moody, who also pays the salary of the native preacher, G. H. Basselt. 

The church membei'snip is foi'ty-eix, seventeen having united on confession 
faith during 189(1 and nineteen in 1891. Eighty-two child [■en are eni-olled in Sun- 
day school. Taken ae a whole the field is promising, progt 
and the devoted men and women who are giving their lives and best energies la i 
the work have great reason to be thankful. 

The Government school at Fort SWvenaon. 17 miles down the river, occupies^ 
the buildings formerly used by the officers and men who gari'lson^d that post ii 
former years, biit which has not been used for military purposes since 18S4, and 5 
was at that time transteri-ed to the Interior Department. It is now utilized a 
an industrial Indian school, with an aveiage attendance of one hundred and tetL 1 
scholars, whose achievementsineducation are astonishing considering how short f 
their remove from a wild state baa been. The present superintendent, Mr. C. C. T 
Burton, who has occupied that position only sinoe the 1st of June and who has-  
not of course been able to accomplish much In the brief period of one month, im- J 
presses you as a quiet gentleman who means to make his inQuence for good felt 1 
m every department of the work ovtr which he presides. His principal teacher \ 
ia a gentleman of very superior attainments as an educator, and the lady teach- 
erB of the intermediate and primary department are thoroughly accomplished 1 
instructors. In this school during tne exercisesof a Sunday ^ternoon we heard J 
some of the finest singing by superb natural voices among the Indian children j 
we have ever heard. ' 

The older boys of the school, under the supervision of their industrial teacher, | 
had planted 45 acres in wheat, 35 in oats, 12 in barley, I.t in corn, 12 in potatoes, 
and » acres in garden vi'gelables. These crops, owmgto the copious rainfalls, j 
looked exceedingly 6ni, and gave unmisUikeableevidencQ of the capabilities of I 
the soil were the atmospheric conditions at all propitious. Connected with the J 
form were 150 head of uattle, 7 horses, 2HQ head of sheep, and 18 head of swine, 1 
and u the pasture range was practically unlimited and safe from hurtful wUd'l 
animals, one can imagine no i-eason why this slock migbf " "* — •■'-'- ^.--'•' • 
many times in a few years. The hay. about 300 tons, to fei „ 

the winter, Would all be gathered by the industrial teacher and his boys within ] 
a short distance of the school. 

It would alTord us great pleasure to speak in commendation of the buildings at I 
Port Stevenson which have, doubtless, served a useful purpose to shelter soldiers f 
In, but are very far from being what they ought to be tor even Indian children. 
The dormitories for both girls and boys are miserably ventilated and poorly ! 
lighted. In fact the buildings seem to be in the condition in which they wera 1 
len. seven years ago, and, of course, unsuitable in nearly every way for school \ 

Kurposes. Situated as they are on the edge of a bluff 30 or mora feet above the J 
3ttom lands of the river, there are splendid facilities for drainage, and yet there 1 
is no drainage to speak of. Two or throe cesspools — always a menace tonealth — f 
are located just outside *of the walls of some ot the buildings, and if the children i 
are so fortunate to escape an epidemic of typhoid fever or kindred diseases, It J 
will simply be cause for astonishment and thankfulness. The whole 8 
which the buildings stand should ba plowed over, and the ground graded towards J 
the bluff so that there would be no chance for jhwIb of standing water, and but f 
little for engendering malaria. 

FORT PECK. 

The above-named reservation, containing 1.700,000 acres, is situated in the 
northeastern portion of Montana, on the liaeolthe Great Northern Railroad, and 
between the Big Muddy River on the east and MIlkRIver and Porcupine Creek 
on the west, and extending north of the Missouri River between iO and 50 miles. 
The agency buildings, consisting of the residence of the agent and physic ian^ 
the offices, warehouse, blacksmith and carpenter shops, et«., at Poplar Creek. 
are built on ahigh bluff or mesa from which afine view of the country is obtained, 
and tor healthful and sanitary considerations could not have been belter placed. 

The number of Indians on this reservation is about eighteen hundred. elAi'en 
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hundred of whom ave Yankton Sioux, and the balance Aaainiboines, who, chiefly , 
center aronad the aubagency at Wolf Point. Thegreat majority of these Indians 
wear citizens' clothes, and are rapidly discarding- the " tepee for warmer and 
more ooinfortable houses, and wore the climatic conditiona favorable, there 
could not be the Bligfhte§t doubt o£ their being able to support theniflelveB by agri- 
culture or stock or both The hot drj winds thai prevail during the summer 
jnonths OV6I a rid a ea f th count j render agi-iculturalpureuita exceedingly 

— _ n e aid of euch grazing lands as are remote from 

j.ted position. Notwithstanding the many dia- 
bich. these people labor, a, steady advance is 
^ financial condition is gradually but svirely im- 

proving Mo have been built on the reservation, and the In- 

dians are the own a [ a o 1 Kl head of horses, 500 head of cattle, 300 head of 
sheep, and between seven and eight hundroddomestic fowls. Added to the above 
about 500,000 pounds of freight have been hauled by them for traders and the 
Government, 2,000 cords of wood for the military post and others, and 810,000 
worth of buEfalo bones have been gathered and sold. 

The number of children of aobool age le over 300, and of those there ia an av- 
erage attendance of ial, enrolled 350. The three buildings used for school pur- 
poses, one of whicH was built last year at a cost of 910,000, ar^ located aboutono- 
Quart«r of a mile north of the agency and are well adapted for the purpose de- 
signed. The suiwrintendent, Nir. L. J. Baker, aeems to bo a thoroughly practi- 
ce man and well titted to fill the position he occupies with credit to himself and 
profit to the children. Subordinate to him are a principal teacher, two assiat- 
antB, and an industrial teacher, together with the matron and assistant, seam- 
stress and assistant, laundress and a^siatant, cook, etc. From what we saw we 
were entirely satisfied that the scholars were doing most excellent work, mak- 
ing rapid progress, and that their teachers had no reason for disaouragement 
with such material to work on. The boys and girls in attendance looked bright 
and intelligent, and intelleotually would compare favorably with any others we 
have seen. The agent, Maj. C. B. A, Sooby, who wa believe to be one o( the 
most efficient in the savvice, does everything in his power to aid and encourage 
the Bupirin tendon t and taaahera in thsir work, and wa are ^lad to say that un- 
usual harmony exists among all the attaches of the reservation. 

Forty acres of land have been set apart for the school grounds, 27 of which are m 
under cultivation. Last July there were 12 aores planted in vegetables and 4 in J 
corn, and aa there were copious rains throughout the season reasonable especta- I 
tions Were entertained of a bountiful crop. I 

The Presbyterian denomination has mission property both at the agency and I 
subagency; but an Indian boy, a graduate of the Santee school, is the only rais- 
sionarv at either place Prayer meetings are held every Wednesday evening at  
the scnoolhouae, and a Sunday school, in which most efficient work is done, is 
held in the same place every Sunday. 

Both here and at the subagency the barbarous and revolting practice of slaugh- 
tering cattle by shooting them on the prairies, aa they formerly shot the buffalo, 
is done away with, and at both places are slaughterhouses, where animals are 
killed, and the b^ef handled aa carefully a^^ it is anywhere. An object lesson of 
this description should be invaluable to the Indian. 

At this agency or on the reservation the opportunities for procuring intoxi- 
cants are very limited, and, as a conseq^uenca, no crimei other than those of a 
trivial ndture have been committed. The health of these people has been in- 
variably good, with the exception of a few who are afflicted with chronic diseases, 
for which there is no remedy, but on-j death having occurred in the school dur- 
ing the last year. 

The taking of their land in severalty is a subject in which these Indians do not 
seem to have much interest. Doubtless, if the schema was fully explained and 
the bane His clearly set forth, there would b3 no objections on the part of Indiana 
so intelligent aa thesa appsar to be. Of course, it is a question of only a short J 
time when assent to the proposition will ha univereal.  

FOKT BELKNAP. " 

Four miles south of Harlem Station, on the Great Northern Railroad, is the 
newly-locatid agency of the Fort Balknap reservation, on which are about seven- 
teen liundi'ed Indians, Asiluiboines and Qros Ventres. Maj. A. O. Simons is the 
gentleman in charge, and a^ hs was unavoidably absent at the time of our visit, 
our opportunity of sa aing and conver.slng with him Wiia limited to a few 
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as we were leaving A'hlle the train remained ai 
tesj of hia clerk and the agency physician, we 
inveetigate matters to our entire satisfaction. 

The Ageaey having been removed a year pri 
the new site— a short distanoe south of Millt Ri 
e of buildingH was new, cleanly, and 



1 

le cour- ^H 
ntoand ^^H 



) from old Poi't Bellcnap, to 
iverything, of course, in tlie 
, , , , and from a dtatanoe, owing 

isir elevated poaition, presented a handsome appearance. Two new Bchool 
buildings, of brick, two atoi-ies each, one nOx72 feet, and one 25x40, with capac- 
ity (or accommodating l-'iO scholars, hod been erected iibout hall a mile from the 
argent's residecce, and would be completed In time for the use of the scholars bf 
the lat of September. We made an exhaustive examination of the whole estab- 
lishment, and we deem them the pleasantest, most compteW, and intelligently 
designed buDdinga we have ever seen for Indian auhool purposes. The school 
rooms, dining room, and dormitories are most admirably arranged with a view 
to comfort, convenience, and health, and the ventilation of the latter in so perfect 
as to leave, in thld respeet, nothing to be desired. 

The idea of erecting two buildings instead of one large one is most commend- 
able, and speaks well for the genius of the architect. Here the dormitories of 
the boys and girlie are far apart, and there can ba no possible commuuiotition be- 
tween them unless through the gi-oasest carelessness. It is the same with the i 
Bctiool rooms, play grounds, elo. The architectural appearance of the baildings 
is very ftne, and gives evideaoe throughout both of designandworicinaiishipof no 

While the location of the agency buildings and the school can hardly be im- 
proved, yet unless some way is devised to procui'e pui-e water for drinking and 
domestic purposes, the people of the agency and tile school children must neces- 
sarily be subject to gn^at inconvenience. Watei- is now hauled from a gushing 
spring that finds its way to the surface at the foot of Snake Butte, 7 miles away, 
imd has to be brought by team twice a week to supply the needs of the attaches. 
This suffices for the families, butwhatwill be necessary when the school beeomes 
filled with chUdren? 

Milk Biver derives its name from the milky appearance of the water, and aa 
tbe color is caused by alkali, it is not only unflt for drinking purposes, but few 
except Indians care to bathe in its muddy depths. Two plans have boen sug- 
gested to introduce good, wholesome water. One is to convey that of the spring 
in a ditob to the agency where it could be housed in cisterns, and tlie other is to _ 
construct large cisterns for the storage of rain water. Thesufeoii of this region 
is so impregnated with alkali that wells are out of the question, and the cost of 
prospecting for artesian water is too great to be indulged in by ordinary indi- 
viduala. 

Visiting the agency at a time when both teachers and scholars were enjoying 
their vacation, we had no opportunity of learning how proficient the children 
were in their studies, but from the fact that they belonged lo the Gros Venti-e 
and Assiniboine nations, it was an easy matter to conclude that intellectu^y 
they were the equals of those of the same trll)eB at Forts Peck and Stevenson. 
A^reat incentive to study and improvement would, doubtless, i>e given by the 
new school when a hundred or more children should be gathered within its walls. 

Milk River is a stream over 1-50 miles long, but in no place ia it wide or deep, 
and the vegetation nourished by it is of the most limited deeci-iption; but nature, 
as if to make up for apparent shorteomings, has buried beneath the surfaoe of 
the prairies of North Dakota and Montana vast beds of lignite, which is made 
to do excellent service in the absence of wood or coal. This material crops out 
of the south bank of the above-named river, in the immediate vicinity of the 
agency, in a vein about i feet thiok. and remarkably free from foreign sub- 
stances, and furnishes all the fuel needed in that vicinity. The precaution to 
keep it as much ae possible from the action of t!^e atmosphere is necessary, aalts 
tendency is to go into dust or powder. 

"■"' ''  ' with white people la very desirable and offers the Indian 
on the other hand, brings with it such evils and misfor- 
lever have known in their primitive condition. Directly 
SB the river from the agency, unprincipled white men, who are willing to 
profit by the destruction of both body and sbvil, have opened places for the sale  
of intoxicating liquors, and although severe laws are enacted against and heavv 
penalties inflict«il on the man who will give or sell liquor to Indians: altbougn 
Agent Simons and all his police force use every preoaiilloo in their power to 
stop it| yet the law is constantly evaded, and those of the Indians who have o 
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tracted the habit o: 

spots on the face of nature. 

It is some mitigation of thia painful state of things to know that the number 
of Indiana who have contracted tha habit of drinking whislty is inaigniflcant in 
compftpison with those who do not uao It, and let iia hope that through moral 
and intolleiitual influeniioa, the younger generation will learn to abhor and avoid 
that terrible curse which has come upon too many of their people, 
Respeotfully, 

John Chaslton, 
To Hon. Merrill E. Gates, 

Chairman. 
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Dear Sir : On the 21et of April I left Philadelphia for a tour of inapeati 
the New York reservations, except the Shinnecock and St. Regis, the conditions 
on which are essentially different from those on the others. 1 may visit them at 
a future time, but the Shinnecock tribe ai'e Haid to be only nominally ludiasB, 
and really more negro tiian Indian, and the St. Regis are remote from thereat — 
are on the border, being one-half in Canada, and. if I am coritotly informed, oc- 
cupy their land, which is owned by the State, only on sufferance. The Oneida 
Heserration ha« been broken up, and the tribe scattered. My inveHtigationa 
were principally aimed at deciding in my own mind what was the truth Mtween J 
the conQicting allegations of the psat three years regarding these Indians, and I 
what the proper solution of their anomalous condition in the midst of the ad- 1 
vanced civilization of New York State. I found it difBcult to get information 1 
from any source before starting as to the precise location of these reservationa ' 
and the best way to see them, and, partly to see Judge Draper, State superin- 
tendent of education, and others familiar with the New York Indians, partly to 
learn what legislation touching ible subject was pending at the capital, aai 
partly to endeavor to secure a map of the reservationa aald to be in the posses- 
aion of a gentleman in Tr(.y, I weat by the way of Albany. Superintendent 
Draper courteously accorded me a long interview and gave me valuable informa- 
tion. The map was not to be found, but I obtained access to certain old maps in 
the State department, and got a pretty clear idea of the location and conformik- 
lion of the reservationa. At the time I was in Albany the Whipple bill, the 
much-modifled outcome of the famous investigation two years ago, had just 
passed the assembly. It was not reached is the senate at the time of adjourn- 

The first band visited was the Onondaga. These Indians occupy a rectangular 
tract of 7,300 acres, lying due south of Syracuse, asd extending north and south 
about 4i milea, with a width of some 3 miles. Ite nearest point ia about 5 milea 
from the center of Syracuse, and is almost exactly in the middle of Onondaga 
Coun^. It Is not on any railroad, and is reached by carriage from Syracuse, 
though a horse oar runs about half the distance to the north line of the reserva- i 
tion. As you approach the latter the ground, which had been nearly level, be- J 
comes brokeh, and fails into a picturesque valley, rising again over the aides ol I 
surrounding bills. From these the large tim.ber baa been cut, but they are not 'I 
brought much under cultivation. I had been told that you would know at once 1 
when the line of the reservation was passed by the violent contraat between ita 
condition and that of the adjoining land. This was hyperbole. It was difficult, 
at leaat thus early in the seaaon, to discover the line. The ground on the hill- 
sides was rough and rocky. A large quarry of Syracuse limestone was being 
worked by white lessees near the northern border and dressed into an excellent | 
building stone. In the valley there were beautiful green fields, some of them J 
very well tilled. Much plowing had been done, some smoothing with harrows. M 
and one Indian was so far advanced as to be engaged in sowing his crop. Daniel  
La Porte, the principal chief, was at the plow when I found him, and conversed j 
affably, butdid not conceal his aversion to Christian modes of worship, to edu- 
cation, and ail progress. He had at one time attended Biehop Huntington's 
church, and gave as his reasons forleaving it that he " did not find satisfaction" 
In that form of worship. He objected to the term '"pagan" applied to such as 
himself, who cling to the old Indian ways, and said they also worshiped God 
like the Christians, and had a preacher to inculcate rignt conduct. William _ 
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C. Bi'ytint, esq., of BufTalo. a. ^entleoian of widu acqualntanije with the Indian 
ohieta. afterwards told mo their relig-ion was much like Unitarian iam, by which 
I suppose he meant that they worship the one Great Spirit io common with 
Chriatians, butnota Triune God. 

They meet on Sundaya in the council house, which is a long* white building, 
well ptunted, and externally of neat appearance. One Indian acknowledged, m 
reply to a leading' question, that some ot them worship the aun and stara : yet I 
am not certain of the accuracy of this. Without much doubt rcllglouB danoea 
are held, liuch oa the green-coi'n dance ; and the aacrlGoe of tho white iog is 

Eocticed to aome extent, and it has been aUeged that certain objectionable rites 
.ve been performed which represented the sacrednesa of maternity. 
A casual vialt, however, reveals none oC these things; and while the marriage 
rite, as solemnized under State lawtt, ia woefully disregarded and the marriage 
tie frequently, if not even commonly, violated, the community is quiet and or- 
derly, and few infractions of the peace by crimes against either person or prop- 



erty occur. This is partly due k) the stringent laws gainst aelling liqi 
Indiana [recently, howevei", ignored as to the New York Indiana by a Uniiea 
States decision), and partly, perhaps, to the spiritless condition Io waich their 
present treatment has reduced them. The Methodist minister's wife lamented 
that the men did not use violence when their wives were carried off by other 
men, instancing, among otbei-s, the case ot a neighbor, a leading Indian, whose 
daiighter, a nice civilized-looking girl of Hi. waa keeping house for him, and who 
was grieving because his wife had recentlygone to live with her deceased sister's 
husMnd. Such cases wore time and again brought to my noticf , not only there 
but also among the Seneoaa. 

I waa agreeably surprised at the excellent chat'acter ot many ot the houses, 
which were often neatly painted and taat«ful in appearance. The haras and out- 
buildings were not badly kept; the fences were worthy of many a white settle- 
ment; the horses and cattle tairly good. It was not easy to ascertain how much 
ot the ground under cultivation was tilled by Indians. I was, however, told, and 
I incline to think it true, that but little of it was, the larger pai't being leased to 
whites. Upon this and a number ot other facts the forthcoming census may 
throw much light. 

The Indians on the Onondaga Reaer/ation were well dressed, most of them 
tidy and cleanly in appeai'anoe, and those with whom we talked intelligent in 

"'" ' 1 planting peonies and laying out garden beds in 

„,A „t «^g or t„o young men. Upon engaging io 
o apeak English fluently and very intelli- 
gently ana correctly, ann snoweu much shrewdness and good sense. Her hus- 
band had been dead four yeara, and ahe had a aon at the Hampton Institute. A 
daughter ajid grandchildren were living with her. She had a good house and a 
pai'lor furnished as well as the average white farmer's, with a melodeon and 
other indications of taste and refinement. 

There ai-e about 500 Indians on this reservation, of whom 3(K) are Onondagae 
and the ["emainder fragment* of the broken tribes. The pagans are hare in then 
aaceadency, and Daniel La Forte, an uncompromising pagan, is head chief. 
There are 2fi chiefs, ajid if a vacancy occur by death the clan or gens to which 
he belongs nominates a suooesaur to the couneU of the Six Nations, which meets 
at one ot thu six reservations and conHrms the appointment. The last council 
sat at St. Regis. Their government is unrepubllcan, and the chiefa control af- 
fairs and are manifestly interested in maintaining the present order of things. 
The people have no aay. The chiefs control expenditure ot common funds de- 
rived from rental of tribal land through the State agent, presenting biiis to him 
for funeral expenses, care of poor, and traveling expenses to Albany or Washing- 
ton to antagonize legislation which they suppose thi-eatens tribal sovereignty, 
p^anism, and chieftainship. 

The latter outlay was a heavy drain on their income the past year, as was also 
the employment oi an attorney to defend their cause at Albany. As a law on the 
statute book of the State is claimed to emiMwor the governor to spend *J,,jOO per 
annum to employ attorneys for the Indiana, they hope to be recouped this latter 
outlay. The State agent resides at Syracuse and [■eoeivesSMO per annum salai'y. 
He teases a portion (jf their land for alone quarries and for farming, and applies 
the prooeeda as tequeslfid by the chiefs. The Indians buy and sell the land among 
themselves as if they owned it, but can not deed it to whites, One ot them told 
ms he had bought 100 acres atsio per acre. He was perfectly aware that he did 
not own the fee. and that hia tenure and improvements wore in uncertain posses- 
sion. The Indians, however, respect each other'a title, and the agent keeps a 
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record of these transfers and thinks ownership should be recognized in case of 
partition of the reservation in severalty. They pass no deeds in such cases, but 
bills of sale as of chattels. 

The United States Government pays the Onondagas and those Indians living 
with them on the reservation, under a treaty obligation, 11 yards of unbleached 
cotton cloth annually per capita. The State pays them $4 or $5 annually per 
capita, and 150 bushels of salt or its equivalent in money to the tribe forever, 
these annuities representing the price of certain salt lands purchased of them. 

I visited the school while in session. There were 44 children on the rolls, and 
an average attendance, I was told, of about one-half. School is held thirty-six 
weeks in the year, in three terms. In the first two of this year 56 and 49 pupils, 
respectively, were enrolled. The teacher was an old man, sickly looking, timid, 
witnout faith in his scholars, out of heart, and, even making every allowance for 
the peculiarities of Indian children and the difficulty in teaching them, I would 
suppose was incompetent. The pupils were bright and smart looking, but stub- 
bornly silent in presence of a stranger, and the teacher had no power to draw 
them out. There is no compulsory education, and no police to enforce it if there 
were. 

The Onondagas hold their land by treaty in common as a tribe, with no power 
to sell or alienate to whites. 

From Onondaga I went to the Tonawanda Reservation, which most resembles 
it in backwardness to accept European civilization. It is reached via Akron, in 
Erie County, which is 24 miles northeast of Buffalo, on the West Shore Railroad. 
The reservation comprises 7,547.73 acres, lying north and south in a rectangular 
plot, like that at Onondaga. At the time of my visit Mr. Timothy Jackson was 
United States agent for the New York tribes, and resided at Akron, but that day 
turned over his office to his successor, the editor of the leading (Republican) 
newspaper at Salamanca. The Tonawanda Reservation lies partly in Erie and 
partly in Genesee County, and is about 5 miles in length. A carriage is neces- 
sary to reach it, either from Akron or from Alabama, a small station farther 
east. Much the same state of things is found here as at Onondaga. The land 
is, very little of it, cultivated by the Indians, but is leased to white persons, who 
farm it. 

Edward Poodry, leading chief, and, like Chief La Forte, of French descent 
(who says he does not know how much land he owns, but it is supposed 500 or 
600 acres), denounces the admission of white men on the reservation. As I passed 
near his house a white man was energetically plowing with six double teams in 
one field. The example thus set is a good one, but Poodry thinks the facility with 
which the Indians get money by rental prevents them from working. Eckerson, 
the county school superintendent, is of the same opinion. Erastus Printup, 
another chief, claims to farm 70 acres. His daughter, Mr. Eckerson said, was 
well educated at Geneseo, and was a good girl until she returned to the reserva- 
tion, when she became like all the rest. It was the testimony of Mrs. Fancher, 
of the Methodist Mission at Onondaga, that all the young girls were bad, but as 
fhey grew older they often settled down and became good women. Mr. Ecker- 
son thinks they ought to be kept away from the reservation. 

The land here is good, and the Indians abundantly capable. Gen. Parker, ex- 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, is one of the tribe, and two of his brothers live 
here yet. But the Indians are idle, and it is hard to see how they ^et enough 
means to subsist. Something is wrong with the system, the conditions, under 
which they live. There are 3 churches here, a Methodist, a Baptist, and a Pres- 
byterian, but no resident minister, no regular pastoral work, and a sad need of a 
devoted resident pastor in families, both Christian and pagan. 

There are 3 schools, with a roll altogether of 66 pupils, and an average attend- 
ance of about one-h^lf that number, as given to me b^^ the county superintend- 
ent. But it is very hard to get good teachers, because they have no good society 
and stubborn material to educate, and the schools are poor in consequence. 

Agent Jackson thinks the band has retrograded greatly in the last ten or fif- 
teen years. The last vote resulted 70 pagan to 40 Christian ballots. Of the 21 
chiefs, 14 are pagan and 7 Christian. The pagan portion of the settlement looks 
much worse than the Christian; indeed, there are a few very good Christian houses 
and farms. Poodry says that it is a religious doctrine of the pagans that it is 
"wicked to work." It is easy to see from the complexion of the ODuncil of chiefs, 
which is a petty oligarchy, whence the deteriorating influences proceed. If a 
chief dies his successor is chosen by his clan, which follows the mother and not 
the father, and the council of the Six Nations ratifies or solemnizes the choice. 
Of course, the ruling influences are favorable to conservation of the " powers that 
be ''and of the old order. 
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I have said they will not work. There is a little basket-making, but no other 
trades, and although Akron is an active and growing place, with large cement 
works, the Indians prefer idleness to labor. The Tonawanda land is held by the 
State controller in trust. The Indians sell the land to each other, as at Ononaaga, 
but they understand -perfectly that they can give no real title, and, in case of 
distribution, Poodry thinks their ownerships would not be recognized. It is a 
fair question whether legislation should not recognize them, for the owners are 
those who have earned this relation by industry. The Indian titles are recorded 
by the clerk of their council. 

The Tonawandas are a branch of the Seneca tribe and receive as Senecas an 
Annuity of about $4.20 per capita, besides the 11 yards of cloth from the National 
Government. They also receive about $8 more apiece on account of a special 
treaty by which the United States recognizes an indebtedness to the tribe of 
some $80,000 for the purchase of their lands in Kansas. The State annuity is 
about $4 per head. In my opinion all of these annuities had better be capitalized 
and distributed. 

The Tuscarora Reservation, also in rectangular form or nearly so, its length 
of about 4 miles bein^ from east to west and its width from north to south, con- 
tains 6,249 acrqs. It is about 7 miles northeast of Niagara Falls, and is reached 
most conveniently by carriage from that point or Suspension Bridge. The road 
was rough when I took it, and lay for about 4 miles from the falls along Niagara 
River, commanding magnificent views of the caflon towards its outlet into Lake 
Ontario. 

The condition of the reservation is decidedly better than of the other two. I 
sought to discover the cause, which is not perfectly manifest. It is a noticeable 
coincidence, however, that the tribes which were friendly to the American 
vcause at the time of the Revolution are the most advanced and prosperous now. 
And to this historic fact may perhaps be ascribed the difference in their prog- 
ress, for the hostile sentiments cherished during several years of war are not 
easy to remove from the implacable and immobile Indian character, and may 
truly have rendered these Indians averse to accepting the manners, customs, and 
religion of their former enemies. Be that as it may, there are said to be no pa- 
gans among the Tuscaroras, all professing the Christian religion. Much is no 
doubt due to the good influence of some of their chiefs, men like John Mount 
Pleasant and Daniel Printup. The former died about four years ago, and his 
widow, Caroline, sister of Gen. Eli Parker, lives very comfortably on the western 
edge of the reservation, and maintains the diernity of her husband's head chief- 
taincy. I stopped at her house and she invited Frintup to a talk with me, and 
set an excellent lunch for us ; but before eating, the chief reverently offered 
prayer in the Tuscarora language, the only word which I could recognize being 
the name of Christ. Frank Mount Pleasant, brother of John, is the minister, 
and Printup one of the deacons, of the Baptist Church. The former lives in a 
substantial house of pointed stone, with squared stone corners. There is one 
other place of worship, and there are two schools, with an enrollment of about 
forty scholars. One of these is taught by a young Indian woman, and shows an 
average attendance of something like 75 per cent. The Indians here farm most, of 
their own land, about 3,000 acres, I was informed, of the 4,700 under cultiva- 
tion ; 1,500 acres being leased (by widows and others) to white farmers. They 
■open their weekly council meetings with prayer, and hold frequent temperance 
meetings in the council house. I understand that the marriage relation is pretty 
well observed by them. 

Farming is their principal industry ; there is no village ; they are all scattered 
on farms. The plantations look well, and produce fair crops of wheat, corn, 
oats, and potatoes. They also have good peach and apple orchards, Daniel 
Printup owning 15 aci*es m apples alone. On the afternoon of my visit another 
of their chiefs, George Williams, had four double teams at work in one field. 
One man has a stock farm, where he raises trotting horses. 

The women make the Indian bead and basket work found for sale at Niagara 
Village. 

It may be noted as one probable reason of their industry that they have no 
pauperizing annuities, none but the 11 yards of cotton cloth. 

They also own, as a tribe, the most of their land by actual purchase or gift, 
the exception being 664 acres of Seneca lands, which are subject to the Ogden 
Land Company's claim. There would seem to be light on the questions we seek 
to solve, to ba found in these several particulars of difference between the Tus- 
•caroras and the other tribes, accompanied by the signs of greater prosperity and 
order among the former. 



II l8 nevertheless true that they alBO cling with tenacity lo their trlbalgov" 
smmeiit, iaolatlon from the white's, sjid communal tenure of the land, 'fiiej' 
argue that if their land la distributed In severalty they will at once have to pKf " 
taxes, whereas now they do not ; that it is the only home they have, etc. ; aod 
thuB reaisl, with much national prejudice and race feeling, but little logic, that 
complete ahBOrptlon into the citizeaahip about them, which, if there he anything 
in ciTilizatloQ, 19 destined greatly to inure to their individual benefit. 

Passing hence to the Cattaraugus fieservation we revert to some of the unfa- 
vorable CDnditions visible at Onondaga and Tonawanda. The reservation occu- 
E'.ea a strip of land extending along the Cattai-augua Ci-eek, froia ita mouth at 
ake Erie, to a line near Gowanda, and consists of 21,6S0 acres. It is reached 
from Buffalo by rail, either to Gowanda or Lawton (whence there is a stage line 
running to or near tn& orphan aaylum), or via Angola, on the Lake Shore Rail- 
road. A team, may be hired either at Angola or Gowanda for a drive of about ^ 
miles south from Angola, through' the village of Brant, or west from Gowanda, 
to the Thomas Orphan Asylum, which is a kind ol center. J. H. Van Valken- 
burg and his wife, the superintendent and matron of the institution, are genial, 
hearty, and successful people, and insisted on my staying over night, entertain- 
ing me very hospitably, and giving an opportunity of seeing much of their well- 
managed Institution and learning many things about the people among whom 
they are laboring. They have over one hundred Indian boys and girls, mostly or- 
phans, boarding at the orphan school or asylum. A farm of 100 acres, well tilled, 
with fine stock, Hambletonian horses, Holstein cattle, and selected breeds of hogs, 
affords an object lesson in good husbandry for the surrounding Indians, and 
judging from the appearance of some of their farms it is not without effect, even 
on hard-shell pagans. The attainments of these chOdren in school are in strik- 
ing contrast to those seen on the previous i-eserves, and show conclusively what 
they are capable of under good teachers and in well-supported schools. TJb- 
doubtedly the teaven of such an institution as this would be excellent among all 
the other groups of Indian in the State. At Tonawanda there has been a posi- 
tive effort to s^rt one. which has faUed. It ought, by all means, to be pushed 
to successful operation. 

So far as I saw the individual Indiaas at Cattaraugus they seemed bright and 
intelligent, but, from accounts, their open disregard of the marriage tie is deplor- 
able, numerous instances having been related to me of bigamy, polygamy, con- 
cubinage, and whimsical change of wives. I do not believe Judge Draper's stal '" 
ments are much overdrawn 00 this point. 

Two of the ^upUs at this school, one of them deceased at the time of my visit, , 
both Sno-looking and smart girls, were daughters of a young girl, herself only 
13 years old when the first was born, and 1-ii at the birth of the second. 

As regards industi-y, the testimony as to these Indians is not of the beet. The 
reservation lies along a beautiful broad valley; much of it verv level, alluvial 
land, bounded by high, picturesque bluffs and hills. It is good land, and there 
are some very respectable and creditable farms on it, tilled by Indians. It ises- 
timatod, however, that a very small part of it, about one-sixth, is under cultiva- 
tion. And yet the complaint of the Indians is that if their land is distributed, 
there will not be enough to go around. Thei-e are two while settlements on the 
reservation, the village of Irving, near the lake, and Versailles, near itssouthf — 
border. I did not hear of these b.jing cause of much trouble, as in the case 
those on the Allegany Reservation. 

There is an active and earnest I'esident Presbyterian missionai'y here. Rev. 
Mr. Runciman, and also a Methodist. Rev, Mr. Craw, who has to u" '" ' " 

preler, or, as he humorously styled him, an "'interrupter." 

Superintendent Van Valkenburg, thongh not a clergyman, conducts religioi 
setvlces at the orphan school. InterestM as he has teen in the work, he is '" 
ginning to be discouraged at the slow progress these stolid people make tow 
the white standardof civilization. Rev. F, M. Trippe, the missionary of the! 
falo _preshj;terj[, either takes more hopeful views, or expecte less, and is ir 
charitable in his estimate of the Indians. As with the ohser^-er of the chamt 
leon, they ' ' both are right and both are wrong."' There is not, perhaps, one ( 
the statements of Judge Draper, so vehemently attacked by the Buffalo presby-l 
tery, that has not much of truth in it. If he also gave credit for the good points, 
in the Indlau chai'acter. it would present a picture substantially correct of the 
present condition of these Indians. 

And yet, after all. as the presbytery alleges, their state does not differ so 
much from that of some white settlements, and many of their vices are co] 
Jealousies and factional quarrels among the Indians are common, and it : 
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leg-ed that bribery and corruption ai'e quite aa bad with them as in white com- 
munities, the members of their counoiis being open to it, and therefore vulnemble 
to wbitii uitrig-ue. Id the Pag;an part of the Cattaraugus tract, called Newtown, 
toward Gowanda, which looke iwor ami little cultivated, I even heard acoouate 
of dangerously bad Indiana, which wi^re very unusual on any of these reeerva- 
tions. I have no doubt that liquor waa at thebottom of it, Gowanda being a large 
and gi'owing place, close to the adgn of the Indian land. 

On the following mornin(f , d]-iven by my host to Gowanda. I took train south 
to Salamanca, the heart of the Atlegany Keservation, and here conversed wltb, 
Mr. Ferria, the new United Slates Indian BgdDt, who is proprietor of the Sal- 
anianai Mepublican, with Judge Vi'eeland, aprominentlawyer and diatrlcl judge: 
with Rev. P. M. Trippa, who oourtfiously entertained me and drove m© in his 
carriago to Jemisontown, a good sample of the Indian villages, and with a num- 
ber of the Indians. I also visited the Indian boai'diag school at TunesaasHa, 13 
milas south of Salamanca, at Quaker Bridge, on the Oil City Railroad. 

Tho all-absorbing question here is the land question, which has assumed larga 
proportions fvom the fact that sevoral important white settlements have sprung 
up on the Indian lands : and it is this question that dominates the Indian prob- 
lem ia the New York legislature, owing to a not unfounded apprehension that 
Anglo-Soson cupidity may pi-ove loo much for the I'od man's jKuver to resist. 

The reservation covers 30,4f)H aci'es, and lies half a mile, more or less, on each 
aide of the Allegany River for anextent of 35 miles. Its location along therlvep 
bottom has invited main lines of raUroad throughout its length, and white set- 
tlement, which bids fair to bo populous. , 

Not only Salamanca, a busy, thriving, growing young eity of J.IXHJ souls, and a 
sort of rau road center on a limited scale, but Red House. Cold Spi'ings, and other 
villageH are on the reservation, and the complications of the land title are dailf 
increasing in embarrassment. Moreover, a profane and drinking population ch 
railroad and lumber emplo^^s surrounds the Indians and keeps the level of their 
oiviliKation low. adding this to all the Other discouraging factoi-s of their situSr 
tioD. 

Notwithstanding these facts the Indiana here are tolerably prosperous, thanks 
to the valuable efforts of tba Friends at the Tunctssasss school, and ofothtir good 
people, such as Mr. Trippe ; possibly, also, in part to tba elements ot wealUi in 
their land. Intellectually and materially they ai*e apparently gaining, and there 
»re some excellent aad thriving' Christians among them : andalthoug'h paganism 
preponderates, as on moat oftheresorvations, they are hero said to desire an edu- 
oatioii for their children, without any exceptions, which ia pi'ophetic of good. 
The TuneasBsaa school, outside of the' reservation near its southern border, is a 
boarding school, where abriut 4(J Indian boys and girls receive a good education, 
audits influeacj is perceptibly felt in the Indian communitv. The boys are 
taught farming and « little carpant«ring, aurveying, and bookkeeping. Myron 
Silverheels. one of the leading Indians, pleads that the Friends should give them 
instruction in more of the industries, arguing that they can not all live by farm- 
ing on 15 or 20 acres apiece, rocks and woods included. 1 am not sure but in this 
he is right, and that laav^ of the useful trades mightbe taught at the school with 
very great advantage. 

I found here, as elsewhere, a certain dread of iand distribution and tribal dis- 
ruption; but there appeared to be a rising sentiment in favor of them, or at least 
a growing conviction that they are coming, and that it is best to be prepared tor 
them, and a dawning recognition of the value of law and severiilty ownership. 
The preasui'e of the land question at Salamanca for settlement would have forced 
the iksue had not Congress, at its last session, passed a law providing for the 
'leasing of the occupied lands at that settlement for ninety-ame years. About 
5 square raUes of the Indian ground is here leased for nominal rents to white 
setuers and speculators, and has immensely enhanced in value, being now pro- 
bably worth millions of dollars. Solid city blocks are leased for a few dollars & 
year ground rent. The occupants treat this land precisely as if they owned it in 
lea. buying and selling it, and passing quitrclaim deeds without a pretense of a 
title. Their previous leases would have expired in 1892. and a feeling of intense 
anxiety prevailed till the passage of the roc«nt law, which has sat the matter at 
rest for the present without pi^oviding a final solution. 

The i-entals under the ninety-nine years' lease are to be fixed by mutual agree- 
ment, appeal to he taken, if lessors and lessees can not agree, flrst, to arbitra- 
tors, thence to the county court, and It may be to the United States courts, be- 
fore final judgment is reached. Unless bribery of the hood men pre vails there ia 
likely VI be long litigation, for the Indians are conttinlio'is and stout in asaerting 
and maintaining Ihoir T'iirhts. 
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I have thus briefly described what, it must be admitted, waa a baaty tour of 
theae reBervations. It waa cot imdBrtalceD with a, view lo a:ccuniulatiiig any ma^ 
of detailed information, but rather to enable the writer more correctly to eati- 
mate the volume of ciroiimstantiai testimony on recent i-ecord, and to general- 
ize right conclusions, Crst, as to the statemeute of Superintendent Draper and 
their contradiction by the Buffalo Presbytery, and then as to the controverted 
deductions and recommendations of the leglalative commltt«e. The abundant 
testimony taken and published by this committee sup^rtH. in the main, Judge 
Draper's assertions. His language was ratlier strong m some cases, yet it waa 
essentially true. It may be truthfully stated (1] That schools are not generally 
eQoouragod by these Indians. (2) That there ia an indiaposition to work and 
to cultivate their own land. (3) That their tribal organizations are a positive 
diBadvantage to tbem in the way of improvement. (4) That the marriage tie is 
loosely regarded. (5) That they ai-e inadequately amenable to law, civil and 
criminal. (6) That the English language is seldom or never spoken among them- 
Belves. (7) That what is known as paganlum, a species of barbarous Monothe- 
ismjprevails, and is likely to, bo long as the Indians are IsoLated aa they are now. 
(8) 'ttiat the reign of chiefs does not favor civilization or pi'Ogress. 

The Question then is, is civilization an advaiftage or disadvantage? And in a 
civilized community it is not necessary to discuss this. Does their present con- 
dition before the law favor civilization or effectually prevent It or obstruct it? 
To this query the above statements of tools are porhajw a sutBoient answer. la 
the midst of an enlightened commonwealth lor over a hundred years, and with, 
all the civilizing influences that have been brought to bear upon them, their 
present state is yet that described in the above eight statemenfb, 1 wish, then, 
in a few words, to urge the conclusions to which I am forced by my observations 
of the situation. Premising that— 

(1) The recognition of independent nationalities in the midst of our American 
nationality Is absurd and untenable. 

(2) The New York Indians are entirely capable of civilization, as much so aa 
the population around them, more so than the negroea, to whoni we have given 
citizenahip in far greater numbers. They are quite shrewd and abundantly able 
to take care of themselves, without any peculiar provisions or immunities, and 
are practically the same in capacity and oharacteristios, saving certain pecu- 
liarities of disposition, as white people. 

(3) Anglo-Saxons, coddled and pauperized as they are with annuities, would 
also be shiftleaa. Excluded froma wholesome public opinion thev would be quite 
as objectionable in their practices. Isolated, osti-aclzed, and looked down upon, 
they would likewise be without ambition. 

(4] Thefault, then, lies not in these people, hut in their conditions, which must 
be changed, and if there la any leason in the hlatory of the Caucasian and the 
Anglo-Saxon, they should be placed under precisely the aame conditions as those 
under which the latter race has flourished. 

Looking carefully and dlspaesionately at the recommendations of the legisla- 
tive oommittee, I am reduced to the conclusion that they were wiae recommenda- 
tions, are to-day very nearly what the situation requires, and should be favor- 
ably acted onTiy the legislature at its next session. 

The question arises, why then were these recommendations opposed by many 
well meaning friends of the Indians? 

For Ibis there are several reasons. In the first place, ati'ong opposition gomes 
to ail such propositions from the Indian chiefs, partly because they adhere to 
their race customs with an inflexibility characteristic of Indiana: i)artly becausa 
their power and prominence aa chiefs are at stake: partly because they are great 
litigants, and usually have some scheme for recovering millions from the National 
Treasury as tribes, and citlzenahip by tribal extinction would put an end to that; 
and partly that theynowenjoy Immunity from land tasation, and severalty would 
render them liable to taxes, like thoir while neighbors. The chiefs are those 
with whom the friends of the Indian, seeking his welfare, naturally come in con- 
tact, and, without care, the chief's viewsof the situation unduly color theirs. On 
the other hand, the farmers and taxpayers around a roaervalion have an appre- 
hension that If the reservations are broken up a lot of lazy and shiftless paupers 
will become a county charge and increase their county ta.\e8. And, lastly, the 
fact thatthls movement seemed to emanate from Salamanca gave the impreasioQ 
that it was really a scheme to gain possession of the Indian laaAa on the part of 
white speculators and land-grabbers. 

What was really the motive of those who originated the pruposed bill I know 
not. It would be well if any new attempt thus to benefit the Indians " ' " ''~~ 
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hands of disinterested promoters, with only the general good, and that of the 
Indian, at heart. But the fact remains thatrthe welfare of the Indian demands 
that he should now be placed on the plane of those around him, with all the 
privileges and liabilities of citizenship and law. He will not in all cases sink to 
the lowest level. One of these very Indians, a Tonawanda, has been in one of 
the highest places in the land, and is now an honored citizen of New York. 

The conclusions of the legislative committee are embodied in four recommen- 
dations, which I here quote from the text of their report. They are: 

(1) '* That a compulsory attendance school law be enacted. 

(2) " That the legislature request the General Government to take action to 
extinguish the claim of the Ogden Company to the lands of the Senecas, and 
that portion of the Tuscaroras' covered by it. 

(3) " That the lands of the several reservations be allotted in severalty among 
the several members of the tribes, with suitable restrictions as to alienation to 
whites, and protection from judgments and other debts ; but such division not to 
go into effect as to lands affected by the Ogden Company's claim until that claim 
be removed. This allotment in severalty ought not to be limited to a division 
of the possession of the land, but should comprise a radical uprooting of the 
whole tribal system, giving to each individual absolute ownership of his share 
of the land in fee. 

(4) " The repeal of all existing laws relating to the Indians of the State, ex- 
cepting those prohibiting sale of liquors to them and intrusion upon their lands, 
the extension of the laws of the State over them, and their absorption into citi- 
zenship." 

In my opinion, it can not reasonably be objected to these propositions that 
they are inimical to the Indians' interest. The only important objection I have 
to them is to be found in the provisions which ma^e any distinction whatever 
between them and the white race. If they are forbidden to sell liquor, white 
I)eople should be too ; if their land is to be inalienable, then white people's land 
should be; if they are to be protected from judgments and debts, many whites 
might claim a like protection ; if compulsory attendance of school is desirable 
for them, it is not less so for their white neighbors. 

But the recommendations are sound and right on the main and essential 
points. The Ogden Land Company's claim should be extinguished, all their 
lands should be parceled out in severalty, and special laws for Indians should be 
repealed. 

There has been much discussion whether the fe6 ownership resides in the Og- 
den Company, subject to the Indian right of occupancy, or in the Indian tribe, 
subject to the claim of the Ogden Land Company. But it matters little. The 
land company can do nothing with their right of preemption, even if it carries 
with it the fee, if the Indians remain foraver in possession. It therefore be- 
hooves the land company to sell out this highly uncertain interest and convert 
it into money ; and this is the only promising solution of the knotty question. 
I am inclined to think, with Judge Vreeland, that the fee will be found to be in 
the Ogden Land Company, who derive their title from the State of Massachu- 
setts. The whole history of the numerous transfers and transmutations through 
which these tribal lands have passed is recited at length in the report of the leg- 
islative committee, and its perusal leads to the above opinion. 

The removal of this Ogden claim by its purchase by the United States Govern- 
ment would seem to be a necessary preliminary to a title which could be deeded 
to the Indians severally without a cloud. 

It is greatly to be desired that this important step, and the subsequent conver- 
sion of these tribes into American citizens, may speedily be accomplished. 

I remain very truly, yours, 

Philadelphia, June 9, 1891. 

Philip C. Garrett. 

Hon. Merrill E. Gates, 

President Board of Indian Commissioners, 
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BEPOBT OF BELI0I0U8 SOCIETIES, 

The expenditures by religious societies during the last year for Indian missions 
and education (not including special gifts to Carlisle, Hampton, and other schools), 
are as follows : 

American Missionary Association (Congregational) 138,420.28 

Baptist Home Mission Society 16,678.27 

Baptist Mission Society, Southern 

Bureau of Catholic Missions 

Friends, Baltimore, Yearly Meeting 125.13 

Friends (Orthodox) 

Mennonite Mission Board 10,784.03 

Methodist Episcopal Missionary Society 14,256.00 

Methodist Episcopal Missionary Society, South 26,360.92 

Moravian Missions ,.. 9.735.84 

Presbyterian Foreign Mission Board 19.820.34 

Presbyterian Home Mission Board 150,310.05 

Presbyterian Southern Mission Board 6,805.00 

Protestant Episcopal Missionary Society 42,082.74 

Unitarian Mission Board 9,896.56 

Women's National "ndian Association 



AMERICAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION. 

INDIAN MISSIONS. 

The opening of our work in Alaska is an interesting story of missionary self- 
denial, courage, constancy, and success. Our missionaries there are now in 
charge of a school of three hundred pupils, and are bringing Christian light and 
education into the depths of barbarism and paganism, and have carried forward 
their work in a spirit of consecration, singular good judgment, and tact in deal- 
,ing with savages who more than once were at the point of destroying them. 

We have received urgent appeals to extend our work to the powerful tribe of 
the Navajoes. There are also calls for work in behalf of the Apaches. If our 
means should warrant it and the way should be opened, we may be able during 
the coming year to do some service among these wilder tribes of the far West. 

The S'kokomish mission in Washington has gone quietly on under theeflScient 
conduct of Rev. Myron Eells. 

The Fort Berthold mission reports that seventeen Indians were on confession 
of faith added to church membership last year. There are now five preaching 
places, where about two hundred attend service each week. The three Sunday 
schools have nearly two hundred pupils. The hostile spirit has grown much less 
among the people, children are especially receptive, and a wide field is open 
among tfie Dakotas, Mandans, Rees, and Crows. Our missionary urges strongly 
that we improve our present opportunity to establish a mission among the three 
thousand Crows. 

Of the nearly five thousand Indians on the Standing Rock Reservation, it is 
fair to presume that we are reaching, more or less directly, six hundred people. 
The Indian is continually on the move. For eight months of the year he spends 
most of his time on the road between his village and the agency, where he gets 
rations every two weeks. During the larger part of the year we must catch him 
in transitu, A chapel at the agency must open its doors to him when he is at the 
agency for rations. During the four winter months most of the work must be 
be done in the camps or villages, though the disturbance last winter gave op- 
portunity at the central station for largely attended daily services. Many of the 
people are now ready to hear the gospel as never before. When Rev. T. L. 
Riggs led a party at the risk of their lives to Sitting Bull's village sixteen days 
after the fight and buried the bodies of the slain Indians, a profound impression 
was made on the hearts of their surviving friends and relatives. Their grateful 
feeling remains, and has opened many a home to our missionary work through 
all that region. 

Sometimes as many as four hundred have been present at the Sunday morning 
service at the central station. The Sunday services at the outstations have been 
well attended. The hospital is no small part of our mission equipment. A rec- 
ord of five hundred dispensing patients in three months incites us to push this 
part of our work. The outlook is not dark. The establishing of a subagencv on 
Grand River and one at the mouth of the Cannon Ball will keep the people at 
home and increase the usefulness of our outstations. There has been inspira- 
tion in our large congregations, but hand-to-hand work in the villages is the 
more effective. The Government has now made ample provision in the number 
of schoolhouses for the teaching of the children, but the teaching of the older 
people is stiU apart of our mission work. 
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The confusing and disorganizing influence of " the war " of last winter has seri- 
ously broken into our mission work and accentuates its present needs. No lesson 
of respect and obadience for law was learned by these Indians. Even the survi- 
vors of Wounded Knee now talk and act as if they were the victors. To the savage 
mind, they seem to have gained pretty much all they asked. This state of thinga 
must be encountered with increased missionary effort. Never was the demand 
more imperative upon us for this. Inasmuch as the abodes of so many are broken 
up, and they are wandering restlessly about, we must follow them and get hold of 
them with the only power which can bring permanent concord and well-being. 

On the Cheyenne River Reservation the outstation work, although carried on 
with constant zeal and efficiency, has not been satisfactory. The past year has. 
accomplished but little, and much of that which had been gathered together has- 
been scattered. Possibly this is the way the Master chooses to work. On Bad 
River the church organized last year has grown in numbers and spirit, and there 
are encouraging indications along the Moreau River. The Cherry Creek station 
is full of hope and promise, but the other six Cheyenne River stations have gone 
to pieces. At Oahe nine ware received on confession into the church at the last 
communion. The Oahe school reports a smaller number of pupils at its opening 
this fall. 

The Indian troubles of last year had a very bad effect on Rosebud Indians. Two* 
thousand left their houses and spent the winter in seditions and re veilings. About 
half of these have returned. But their houses were plundered and destroyed. 
Families were broken up, deeds of violence and robbery were committed, with an 
occasional murder. No punishment has been inflicted on any one. The result 
can easily be seen. It has produced a class of people who are acquainted with 
war and bloodshed . A year ago our young men had never known of these things, 
except from tales of their parents. Even those who were at home and were 
peaceful and loyal are in a disturb ad and restless condition. They feel that they 
have received no reward for their loyalty. The old villages and houses are 
broken up and the Indians are just floating around. In the work of the Rosebud 
Mission only one of our stations has been in operation during the year. The year 
has been one of clinging to a sinking ship, holding on, hoping that help will come. 

Our normal training school at San tee has reached the age of 21 years. 
These 21 years are years of growth and experience, and the results are full of 
significance. Instruction and training have been given to nearly a thou- 
sand pupils. These are scattered from the Mississippi River to the Rocky Moun- 
tains, and from Kansas to the Queen's dominions. Thair influence is already 
felt among all of these interior northern tribes, as pastors of the native churches, 
as missionary teachers, and as leaders of their people. But the call for them ia 
greater than the supply, and the new opportunities for missionary work piain- 
fully increase the demands upon the school. It emphasizes manual training not 
chiefly for economic reasons, but for intellectual and moral discipline, and its 
pupils are made self-reliant and ready. It is a great thing that these pupils go 
out among their yet heathen countrymen, telling the " good news " in tne lan- 
guage in which they were born. The preeminence of this schobl is as a Bible 
school. The English and the Dakota Bibles lie side by side on its desks! This 
year a small t3xt-book in the Dakota language, entitled '' The Days of Jesus" — 
Jesus "taanpeter — has been issued by the school press. Prom small beginnings 
this school has increased in buildings and teachers, until it has now a valuable 
plant and a corps of teachers (including both industrial and academic) of 23, with 
a yearly roll of 175 pupils. We are just establishing a department for teaching 
cooking and nursing, the first hundred dollars for which was given by a surgeon 
in the Army, and we hope soon to have a hospital all complete. Other wants are 
pressing that will soon bBCome absolute necessities. For however much the 
Government may do in general Indian education, it will not educate our native 
preachers and missionaries. This the churches must do. This the missionary 
field demands. 

Statistics of Indian work. 

Churches 9 

Church meinl)€rs 496 

Schools 12 

Missionaries and teachers 85 

Theological students 15 

Normal students 7 

Grammar grades 63 

Intermediate grades 96 

Primary 727 

Studying in two grades, and counted twice l2 

Total pupils 887 

Sunday-school scholars 1,344 



¥ 



REPORT OF THE BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS. 



BAPTIST HOME MISSION SOCIETY. 



THE INDIANS. 



In the Indian Territory 9 white and 12 nat 
'appointment. Three of these have labored chieSy among the 
among' the colored people. Most ol the miasionai'ies to the Indians have been 
among' the Chei-okees; one to theDelawares— Rov. S. H. Mitchell, who went to 
'(bis field laet fall: one to the Sacs and Foxee ; one to the WIchltaaandCaddoea; 
and one to the Ottawae. 

To the Indians of Round Valley Reservation, in Northern California, Rev. J. P. 
Merriam wbb appointed last fall ; hie wife also having been appointed by the 
Women's Baptist Home Mission Society. 

It ia in contemplation to estahlish a mission among the Klowas and Comanches, 
In the Indian Territor;?. this season. Much more should be done speedily by 
American Baptiste for these too long neglected pagans in our o^vn land. 

Substantial progress has been made during the year. Gev. A. J. Essex haa 
served most of the year as general misaionary for the Territory. The society 
has urg'ent appeals for missionaries to neglected points in theCi'eekand Choctaw 
nations, which have hitherto been regarded as a part of the field ot the Southern 
Baptist Convention. It will become the duty of the society to enter these fields 
soon rather than see great opportunities pass from ua. Indeed, it would be a 
decided benefit in many ways !t the entire worlt in the eastern halt of the Ter- 
ritory could be brought under the efficient management of one organization, 
which, in ooBperation with the Territorial convention, should unify aiid wisely 
dii-ect the missionary operations therein. 
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This district is a ditHcult one, means of transportation are scarce and churches 
are far apart. The worlt proper began in September, 1890. Since that time a 
beautiful meetinghouse ha^ been built in Muscogee, that will seat 300 people, 
with baptistry and robing rooms. The general missionary has secured in sub- 
scriptions on the field about »1,')00. The house will soon be occupied. Through 
the energy of the pastor, money has been secured for a good parsonage, which ia 
now under contract. The citizens and brethren have given something mora than 
8325 of this. The church here is growing steadily. A church has been organ- 
ized at Choska, 20 miles northwest of Muscogee, and a pastor secured to preach 
a part of the time. Preliminary arrangements have been made for a church at 
Eufaula. It will be organjzed in April, and is much needed. A aeries of meet- 
ings was held early in winter with the Zion Church, which i-esulted in several 
conversions and in raising some $'><i by that body, and by a little aid from the 
society, their meetinghouse has been finished. Webber's Falls has also received 
attention from the general missionary, and stated services with a good Sunday 
school have been reiiatabHshed in that field. The gi-eatest need of this whole 
field is more intelligent missionary preachers who will organize the churches 
for work that will finally make them self -sustaining, and also to go into new fields 
*'-'" -■■e continually opening Out in this rapidlT-ehang'lng country. About $80 
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has been collected also by the general missionary for the society's work, 

FRIENDS. 

The standing committee on Indian Aflfairs has, during the past year, felt an 
added weight of responsibility in connection witb the labors of our Society on 
behalf of our red brethren. And although the few avenues of usefulness that wo 
can enter upon seem difficult to keep ooen and our opportunities for profitable 
labor are constantly lessening, yet the alight footing that we hold on this more 
than ever philanthropic work if. is importont for us to maintain. 

We have been enabled to continue our cordial relations with the Indian De- 
partment of the Government through the Commissioner of Indian Atfaira, and 
our connection with the work ot improving the moral and temjjoral condition of 
the women and children is fully recognized. We have had a number of inter- 
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t that the potency of our voice in the aelection of Indian airentB. ie 
now ove whelmed ^ uonsideraliunB of a purely political (character. This Eas been 
the tendency of affairs for some years, and ia entirely consistent with the spoils 
system of distributing' the offices that has heretofore obtained in the ladi^ 
Departmeot. 

A movument to request the Preaident lo extend civil-servioe rules so as to in- 
clude appointments in the Indian Department was organized last winter, and we 
fhrewourinilueticeatronglyinfttyor of the effort. Petitions to thiseffectwerecir- 
ciliated among'st Friends and others extensively and forwarded to President Har- 
[■ison. The effort was partially successful, aa the President issued an order that 
all the minor ofHoes in the Department be thereafter brought under the provi- 
sions of the civil-service law. This is a step in the right fireetion, but it is im- 
portant that another be taken by the further extension of civil-service rules so 
as to include all appointments under the ConunisBioner of Indian Affairs. 

We are glad to recognize the tact that in the Indian policy of the Governaient 
there has been an evolution which must have been in the right direction, since 
it culminates in measures that must appeal' to all true friendi> of tbe Indians as 
Tvise and beneficent. A condensed statement of the present policy of the Govern- 
ment is mode by Commissioner Morgan in the following language: 
, " That of rendering the Anjerican Indians Indian Americana, endowing them 
with citizenship, conferring upon them in their own individual ri^hl the title to- 
their homes, treating them as men and women, throwing upon them the burdens 
as well as the privileges of citizens, and of giving to their children that kind of 
training thai will fit them for their duties and their privileges. The one fact 
that needs to be emphasized is the necessity of permanence in this work," 

To this we would add that, when they are settled upon their farms as inde- 
pendent families and are established in their own homes, of imparting to the 
women of each household a Icnowledge of housekeeping and homemaking, and 
of stimulating in them a desire to elevate their standard of domestic life. 

Now, if in the appointment of officers who are to be intrusted with the duty of 
carrying into effect these eminently correct theories proper inffuences mi^ht 
have weight to the end that capable and honest men be thus engaged, the ad- 
vancemeot of the Indians towards the goal that has been set for tJiem would be 

In Second month last a meeting in the interests of tbe cause of Indian eleva- J 
tion, etc., and under the auspices of this committee, was he!d at Park Avenue J 
Meeting House, and was largely attended. It was addressed by Dr. Daniel Dor- J 
cheater, superintendent of education amongst the Indians, Commissioner Mor- 1 
gan, and Gen. Whittlesey. Secretary of the Board of Indian CommiasionerH. J 

A delegation from our committee attended the annual conference of religious 1 
and philanthropic bodies, with the membersof the Bo^rd of Indian Commission-.l 
ers, held in Washington in First month last. We made a brief report of our -I 
connection with the work, and were intei-eated and profiled by the experiencea I 
that were laid before the meeting. r 

During the past year our field matron at the Santee Agency, Marie L. H, { 
Steer, has been faithfully at work, and reports frequently received from her indi-^ 
cale that she is, on the whole, encouraged with the pi-ogress she has made. It 
is greatly to be regretted, however, that the agent who succeeded Charles Hill, 
last year, has evinced an open hostility to the work she is engaged In, and has, 
as far as he was able, intet'rupted its progress and counteracted its effects. This 
attitude of the agent has entirely pi'eventod any cordial relations between the 
field mati'on and himself, and will. U persisted in, and he is allowed to ramain 
inohargeof the agency, ultimately drive he.- Iromthiafleldof usefulness, wherein J 
she has patiently and conscientiously labored for the past two years. We haveJ 
aaked for an investigation of the affEUrs of the Santee Agency, as we have rea<»on I 
to believe that If an examination is honestly and thoroughly made the agent 1 
will not ha allowed to retain his position. We nave the promise that an inspector 
wUl be detailed tor this work at an early day. 

During the summer the Commissioner called upon us to uominate another 
woman for Held matron, and offered to assign her to any reservation we might 
select. After careful deliberation, and upon ascertaining that Philadelphia 
Friends pi-oposed tosupply the necessary equipment and outfit, we recommended 
Miss L, H. Douglas, of Nebraska, for appointment, and asked that she be assigned J 
to the Ponca Agency in South Dakota. She was promptly appointed and as-J 
signed as requested : the equipment was supplied by Philadelphia Yearly Meet- | 
ing. and she is now busily at work among the Poncaa. A brief report of her -I 
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oifperience and progress has been received and is inserted here as a part of our 
report : 

** Niobrara, Nebr., September £9^ 1891, 

" Dear Friends : The work of the field matron among the Poncas has opened 
pleasantly. There is certainly no lack of work to do among them. The ques- 
tion is, how to get at it in a way to make it profitable and brin^ about the needed 
change in their condition. Every one knows it would require no little tact to 
enter a white woman's house and intimate to her: * You should black your stove 
and sweep your floor, wash your windows and scrub your table.' How do Indian 
women take such advice *? Some of them have lived five years in houses where 
never a drop of water, except by accident, has fallen upon the floor. Piles of 
rags and dirty pillows upon which they sleep, old moccasins, bags of wheat, 
dishes, clean and otherwise, and all other kinds of incongruous articles fill the 
corners of the two rooms. It is hard to know where to begin, especially as there 
is neither cupboard nor closet in which to" stow things away. Worst of all, there 
is no wish for better things. But this is not a fair picture of the whole tribe. 
This is the lowest stratum. In the next above they have a table and a few dishes 
in a cupboard, a rude bedstead and some soiled bed clothing, and so step by 
step until we come to some comfortable houses, with children clean and well-cared 
for, and all things in fairly good order. There are but few of these, and it has 
taken two generations of discipline, living in white families, and in most cases 
an admixture of white blood, to bring this about. 

" The older women, like Standing Bear's wife, seem almost hopeless cases, but 
some of the younger women are willing to learn, and the girls who have been 
away to school have some knowledge of the scrubbing brush and broom, if they 
can only have the pride and ambition to use them. I have been gratified so far 
in being well received. In two or three cases have been asked to come again 
and teach them to cook and put up fruit, etc. The great discouraging feature 
of the work is their want of order, method, or persistency in anything, and in 
making no plans for the future. 

*' Perhaps it will come in time. They are but grown-up children. To get up 
at a regular time every morning, to get their meals at a specified time every 
day, to make bread or anything in preparation for a time to come not actually 

g resent, to wash and iron regularly, all these duties which pertain to good house- 
eeping seem to them most unpleasant and unnecessary. Character and habits 
are closely joined. I believe to teach a child to do ever so small a task at a reg- 
ular hour every day for a year would be a discipline which would tell on his 
character for life. 

" My sewing class promises to be a great success; The first day I was prepar- 
ing for it I said to Mrs. Smith (the wife of the missionary): * I have work enough 
for only eight. Do you suppose I shall have more? ' She replied: ' You will not 
have eight, or half of eight.' But I did have just that number, and the next week 
sixteen. It gives me a fine opportunity to get acquainted witn them. It is good 
for them to get out one day from home, msQce themselves and the children they 
bring with tnem reasonably clean, get a lesson in sewing, and have some gar- 
ment to take home as payment for the effort. 

'*Mrs. Smith warns me that complaints will soon be coming in that one p^ets 
more than another; for, again, they are but children; but I can only keep things 
as well balanced as I know how and hope for the best. It is not their gratitude 
I am working for, except so far as the cultivation of a grateful spirit is for their 

food. But there is need of the wisdom of a serpent and the harmlessness of a 
ove; above all of the love that hopes all things and endures all things. With- 
out this I might ride over these prairies through heat and dust, wind and storm 
for years, and it would be time and labor thrown away — it would profit me noth- 
ing. Your help and sympathy I do not need to ask for; I know you will give 
them freely. 

*• Yours, most sincerely, 

*'L. H. Douglas." 

The Commissioner in his estimates for the ensuing year has made provision 
for ten field matrons and an outfit for each one of them. If this effort of the In- 
dian Department to extend the advantages of domestic instruction amongst 
Indian women is successful and qualified persons can be found to enter the field, 
it must have marked and immediate effect upon the domestic life of those who 
can be reached. We will exert our influence on the Congressional committees 
to obtain favorable action on this estimate and sincerely hope they may be made 
to see the necessity for it. 
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The coramitlae on Indian affairs of New York Yearly Meeting h 

the hand of fellowghii) to - ' '- --' ' .--i-n 1-. 

complishing what we nai 

now offered bj that committee, and it if 

that Friends of New York stand read; to a^sii^t us at all timee in thla beaevolent 

We contiQUO to aend papers to the Santee Indiana, and have reason to believe 
that they are appreaiated. 

It hae been our custom to sond a box of presents for the Ponca children at 
Christmas time, and a letter has been received fi-om Mrs. John E. Smith, wife 
of the eubagent thei-e, asking that we continue to do so, and expressing on be- 
half of the children the great pleasure that Ih afforded them by tnese little evi- 
dences of intei^st and care from tar-distant friends. 

We desire to continue our watchfulness of proposed legislation by Congresa as 
sSecting the Indians, and will use our influenoe to secui-e that which seeniH in 
our judgment most likely to tend to their welfare. 

The report of the treasurer of the yearly meeting shows that interest on the 
Indian fund during the year as collected and paid over by the finance committee 
is 8251.10, which, with the balance oa hand Tenth niorith. 1890. $34r!.3(i. makes a 
total of S694.46. The expenditures have been S125.13, leaving a balaniMi on hand 
o( S4S9.33. 

The committee was united in requesting of the yearly meeting the appoint- 
ment of Martha S. Townaend to fill a vacancy caused by the removal by death of 
one of our number, Anna T. Janney. 

Signed by direction of the committee. 

Jos. J. Janxev, 

Clerk. 

Baltimore, Tenth ni'mth 2J. 1H91. 



FRIENDS tORTHODOX). 

Probably no part of the evangelizing labors of the Society of Friends is mora 
fruitful in results than that among the Indiana. There has been during the year 
a net increase of ninety-one members ; one hundred and eleven mot-e First-day 
meetings were held than the year before, and the average attendance at these 
and the Mid-week meetings has increased. The cooperation of the Government 
officials and employes with our Friends in the field in their efforts to promote 
the kingdom of Christ has been generous and cordial. Government allotments 
ot land for church and school uses have been made to the executive committee, 
as follows: In the Quapaw Agency, at Wyandotte Station, 8 acres; at Modoc 
Station, 4 acres ; at Ottawa Station. 20 acres ; at the Seneca Reserve, central 
part, 40 acres; at the southern part, 2 acres; at the northern part, Sycamore 
Valley. 3 acres. 

The Government boarding schools for Indian children on the Wyandotte and 
Quapaw reservations are conducted by Christian men who are doing excellent 
service. Through the kindness of the superintendent of the Government school 
for the Shawnees, the children at that school have regularly attended the 
Friends' Bible school and meeting. While the society no longer has any official 
relation to the Government, L. J. Miles has been continued in charge of the 



MEETINGS. 

There are three monthly meetings. Grand Rivoj-, Blue Jacket, and Shawnee- 
town. These hav3 eight preparative meetings and fifteen estahiiahed meetings 
tot* worship. Beside the latter, meetings ai'e held at eight other places, or 
twenty-three in all. The membership now numbers 666, of whom 3K8 are In- 
dians and 273 are whiles, a gain of 38 IndianB and 53 white members. It should 
be borne in mind that the Indians are much influenced by the whita people who 
reside among them, and that it is the settled policy of the committee to seek the 
conversion to practical Christianity of the white residents of the Territory. 



I 
I 
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SCHOOLS. 

The Modoc school, under the skillful teaching of Arizona Jackson, has done well. 
All the children of the hand that should be in the school have been enrolled, and 
the attendance has been good. The school has been assisted by funds sent by the 
committee. 

The Blue Jacket school has been attended by all the Indian children of the neigh- 
borhood, 10 in number, without cost to the parents. The committee paid $100 
towards the expenses of the school. 

The Skiatook school has been taught very satisfactorily by Eva Watson, assisted 
the latter part of the year by Olive Chamberlain. There have been enrolled 
35 Indian and 51 white pupils. Twenty-three Indian children and 16 white chil- 
dren have boarded in tne Mission Home, paying therefor $1.50 a week. Six In- 
dian orphan girls have been supported in the school by the Philadelphia Indian 
Aid Society. John M. Watson has added a kitchen and dining room with sleep- 
ing rooms over them to the Mission Home, at a cost of $422.88 from his own funds. 
The institution is giving an education not in the school room only, but in the 
country around, in morals and religion. 

The schoolroom has had a second room added to it. 

l%e loica school. — This school has been conducted by Lina B. Lunt, who is sup- 
ported by New England Friends. Four pupils have boarded with John F. Mar- 
dock and wife. As lands allotted to this people they have been so scattsred here 
that 8 pupils have been boarded at the Mission Home. 

Mexican Kickapoo school, — Elizabeth Test has built a small house near the 
Shawnee town Mission, where she has boarded and taught 6 pupils. Netta Ha- 
worth has been assisting her. The children are in school about four hours daily, 
and have done well. The school is a great triumph of Christian love and zeal. 

Whitens Institute. — This delightful training school is near Wabash, Ind., on a 
fine farm of 760 acres. The whole place, grounds and buildings are in good con- 
dition. The boys' home has been enlarged, and a veranda built around it. A 
new and commodious house of brick has been built, with schoolrooms on the first 
story and a good meeting room, etc. , on the second story, at a cost of $5,050. Nat- 
ural gas has been introduced for heating and lighting the building, the piping 
having been done by the boys under the direction of their industrial teacher. 
Oliver and Martha Bales are superintendent and matron, and Marcus Pearson 
principal of the school. The total number of pupils has been 92, the average at- 
tendance 71, nearly equally divided between boys and girls. There were 325 
acres of crops growing, and 260 in pasture, fully stocked with horses, a herd of 
25 fine cows, 100 sheep, 200 lambs, swine, poultry, and bees. The boys repair 
shoes and harness, use the carpenter shop, paint the buildings, keep the lawns in 
beautiful order, etc. "There is nothing," writes O. H. Bales, " we observe with 
greater pleasure than the improvement of the girls in womanly grace and virtue 
from year to year, and their constant training in household duties." They are 
engaged in all forms of housekeeping and dairy work, in canning fruit and the 
care of flowers and of poultry. Congress appropriated $10,020 for 60 pupils at the 
institute. The Philadelphia Friends' Indian Aid Society gave $1 ,055 for 6 pupils, 
and Lewis Hiatt, of Whatcom, Wash., $100 for 1 pupil. Two good teachers as- 
sist Marcus Pearson and success attends tliem. " There seems to have been a 
steady growth on the part of many of our boys and girls, during the year in their 
Christian experience," writes M. Pearson, "though some have fallen away chiefly 
through violent temper. Many have anxiously inquired how they might become 
better Christians." 

The Eastern Cherokee schools in North Carolina have been continued under 
the care of Western Yearly Meeting. The four day schools have had a rather 
smaller attendance than the previous year, because of sickness and high waters* 
But the schools have done well as a whole. The boarding school has had 80 pupils, 
40 boys and 40 girls. Many of the children are giving gratifying evidences of 
an advancement in the conduct and knowledge of civilized life, and in a prepara- 
tion for citizenship. 

Friends of Kansas Yearly Meeting have on Douglas Island, Alaska, two build- 
ings, a mission home, and one for schools and meetings. Silas and Anna Moon 
have had charge of the home, Charles H. Edwards of the school. Charles H. 
Edwards also conducts a night school for the white miners. On First day a Bible 
school and two meetings are held, and are well attended. The girls have done 
the housework, canned berries, and have done washing and ironing for the 
miners, for which the latter pay well. The boys provide fuel for the family, 
which, in a climate where it rains three hundred and twenty days out of three 
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liundi-ed and sisty-five, is no small task, and have also packed fish (or the w 
ter'a eupply. A amsU garden has been tried with some success in raLsingti 
nips, cabbago, and potaloos. The childt^n ai-o laa^ht to bo Christians, thsy 
take part in the moniing Bible reading, and on retiring use some simple devout 
prayers. There ia no cause to doubt that the mission is doing much good. An 
additional building to accommodate more pupils is to be erected during thia 

The Friends of Philadelphia continue their boarding aobool at Tunesoaaa, N. 
Y., with 4.T pupils, 20 boys and 25 gii'is. An increasing evidence appears In the 
homes and lives of former pupils that the training they have i-ticeived has been 
followed by good results. 

James k R ho ads, 

Gkuvmian. 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MENNONITE MISSION BOARD, 1891. 

In writing out a report of our work done among the Indians during the past 
year, we can stat« but little different from that contained in our reports of pre- 
vious years. 

As our school year begina with the 1st of July and ends with the 30tb of June, 
this report neoessarOy embraces the time from Julyl, IS'M, to June 30, IHfil, 
In our last annual report we alluded to the loss which our work austained 
through the death of one of our missionaries, Rev. D. B. Hirsohler, at Canton- 
ment. This occurred in the early part of the past school year, and, as our board 
was not able at the time to find any one who was able and willing to take our de- 
ceased bt'Other'B .place, our work at Cantonment neoesaarily suffered for the 
greater part of the year for want of a requisite force of workers. Brother A. S. 
Voth, the teacher there, did all that could be expected of one man to do, but the 
work wae too great for him or any other individual person to perform. Finally 
the board succeeded in sending another man there to aasiat Brother Voth "" *"'" 

Our work has been, as before, principally among the children and poung In- _ 
dians attending our boarding schoolsat Darlington and Cantonment, Both schools jj 
were well filled with pupils during the greater part of the year, and in the whole 
those attending mjide good progress in their studies. As to the educational pari 
of our work we thei'etore have no reason to feel discouraged. Our teachers i-e- 
port the children as well-behaved, obedient, andiuduatrioua, some of them having 
made remarkable progress, considering the comparativoly short time they have 
been at school. One discouraging featui'e, however, was the fact that several of 
our better and more advanced pupils were, by their parents and friends, without, 
any juat cause, taken away from our schools and put into other Bchools, or were 
allowed to stay in camp ivithout attending any school. Although their places! 
were afterwai^s filled By others, yet our teachers did not like to lose those upottj 
whom they had spent au much labor and who had given so fair promises for the 
future. 

The moral deportment of our young Indiana was in general good, and our mis- 
sion Workers had but very little trouble with them while they were at school. 
It is encouraging to see how the Christian religion and Christian teaching has a 
benign influence on the morals of these people. Although as yet but few of them 
have formally accepted Christ and his religion, yet Christian training and Chria- 
tian influence is not without effect upon them, A great change has taken plao^ 
among this people during the past decade. This change is moat perceptiblB* 
among those who have attended our mission boarding schools. Here the prin-^ 
cipiea of morality are implanted into their young and yet tender hearts, and al- 
though it does seem at times as if all the good improsaiona which. they had re- 
ceived were obliterated by the evil iritiuences and baneful surroundings with 
which they are environed when away from school, yet exporienoe teaches us that 
the impresaiona received and the lessons learned are not wholly lost and forsfot- 
ten. They will have a bearing upon the future lives of these Indiana, and no 
doubt many a seed, now apparently lying dormant, will in the future aprout and 
bring forth fruit, 

Aa faith in Christ our Redeemer and the teachings of His gospel form the ba- 
siaof all true morality and civilization, ovir aim has been, and atill ia, to bring the 
Indiana to a saving knowledge of Christ by teaching them the word of God. 
18816 I G 3 
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Hence, in connection with the different branches ot a. oommon-Bchool educatton, 
the Bible and Bible hiuUiry form a principal port of our everyday instruction. 
And it ie encouraging to purceive now quickly the Indian children grasp the 
trutbe of the Bible and remember the lessons thus taught them. Besides the 
religioua inatruction given in our everyday leaching, Sunday schools, prayer- 
meeting's and preaching services are regularly held. These religious teachings 
have not been wholly in vain. The gosjjel ot Christ shows its power unto salva- 
tion also among these people. The soil is a comparatively bard one, but it is not 
wholly unproductive. We earnestly desire to see more fruit ot our labors than 
we have thus far been permitted lo see, but we are not discoui'aged and are will- 
ing to labor on, trusting that the Lord in His time will give the increase. 

One serious drawback both to education and missionary work during the past 
year was the exceedinglv unsettled and excited condition of the Indians. This 
was partly due to thewell-known''M6Hsiahcraze,"andpartly to the fact that the 
Government ^entB werethereallotlinglhemtheir lands in severalty and paying 
them part of the money allowed them by the Government. The consequence was 
that tlie Indians were the greater pai'tof the time moving around, attending their 
"ghost danoes," eeeinaf iJter their land, and waiting to receive their money 
and spending itatter taey had received it. This materially interfered with both 
school and mission work. Very little could be done with them while they were 
in this excited and unsettled state. They woretess willing to send their children 
to school and would not listen to anything apart from that which, foi' the time, 
was occupying their minds. This condition of aSairsaleo hadavery deleterious 
eflect upon soma of the young Indians who had baen attending our achools and 
who had become professed Christiana. They, too, were drawn away by the ex- 
Qltement, so as in part to Indulge in the' foolish and heathenish practices of their 
people. They were apparently too weak to withstand the strong pressure 
Drought upon them, and they yielded and fell back. 

The moi-e settled the Indians will bo the more educational, civilizing, and 
Christianizing work oan be done among them. Hence we hope for a greater and 
better success and for mot-eabidint,r ftntit from our work ^ter these Indians have 
settled on their lands; when the Government will withhold them their rations, 
will cease to treat and to feed them ae paupers, and will oblige them to work tor 
their own sustenance. The idleness of camp life is the great curse of the Indians. 
Let this be broken up and a great step in the melioration of their condition is 
made. All educational and spiritual teaching will miss its full benign object as 
long as the young Indian is not wholly separated from the pernicious influBueesof 
camp life. Hence we ai'e persuaded to believe that, under the existent circiun- 
stances, it is better tor the young Indians If he can be persuaded to go away from 
his people to some distant school where he is surrounded by a Chrlstiaa atmos- 
phere, and there be educated, than to teach hira at home, where he is all the 
time more or less under the inQuence of those living in camp and doing next to 
nothing. This, too, will be dilTerent after the Indians have adopted a different 
mode ol living. But for the present this seems to ba the better plan — a plan 
which will not miss its good I'esults, providing the youns Indian can be induced 
to stay away a suflicient length ot time. 

Rav. H. B. Voth, who lives at Darlington, ia the superintendent of our work 
tn the Indian Territory. Hehasbeenconnectedwith the work there almost fi-om 
i1« beginning, Fm- the last tew years he has been tho general superintendent. 
Hie health is, however, broken down, and our board has given him a six months' 

Mr. J. H.Schmidthaachavge of the school and station at Darlington. Through 
his indefatigable energy and his prolon^d experience with the Indians he has 
become a very successful teacher ot Indian children. He had different ones to 
assiat him in the schoolroom during the year. Our station at Cantonment stands 
at present under the supervision of P. Mouttet, formerly connected with our 
work at Darlington M i S Voth 's the a y fficient teacher at Cantonment, 
During a pa o h year he had a young ndiangiil, one otourfonner students, 
to assist h m he did q te we bu to on so row 
which has al eadj oh led us o a numbe i 
consumpt on d he a d b 

to that God whom she 
bering in he gra 
is one ot e sh a e g 

The new s a on a 
under th s pu s on 
at Cantonm n Rl k 
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, that dreaded disease-^ 
t moat promising youne Indians — 
as he died. Her spitit has flown 
d to rust, and her body lies slum- 
a Cantonment. She, as we trust, 

d a little over a year ago, stands 

m "ly connected with our work 

v,o ker, who has tho good of the 
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Indians at heart. Hie does all In his power to better their condition. In estab- 
lishing this station our idea was to start a day school. In this we have not been 
successful thus far. An attempt was made, but the Indians were not willing to 
send their children. It appears as if the time for a day school among these In- 
dians had not yet come. In this particular, too, there will undoubtedly be a 
change after the Indians have become more settled. As they come to see the 
necessity of a better education and the advantages derived therefrom, as they 
must see it after they are obliged to care for themselves, they will also be more 
rdady to embrace the opportunities offered them and send * their children to 
school. 

The contract school at Halstead, Kans., with Rev. C. Krehbiel, superintend- 
ent, is doing a good work. It had upward of 30 pupils the year round. All 
made good progress in their studies under the able teaching of Mr. H«. L. Weiss. 
Here, as at our mission schools in the Territory, the pupils are required daily to 
do some manual labor outside of the schoolroom, under the supervision of an in- 
dustrial teacher. Some of the larger boys and girls have proved themselves 
very proficient workers. 

Besides the pupils attending the schools already mentioned, our board is sus- 
taining two young Indians, a young man and a young woman, who are attending 
. a boarding school for white people at Halstead, Kans., with the view of prepar- 
ing them as teachers for their people. They are both doing well, keeping up in 
their classes with their white classmates. If they keep well and are spared to 
finish their education they will make efficient teachers, and may prove a bless- 
ing to their people. They are both decided Christians and lead an exemplary 
moral life. 

The total expenses of our work during the past year amounted to $10,784.03. 
Of this sum the school at Halstead cost us $4,344.71. The remainder, $6,439.32, 
with the exception of $450.14 expended for incidentals, was expended upon the 
work in Indian Territory. Toward the support of the contract school at Hal- 
stead we received from the United States Government $2,905.43. The balance, 
together with the othar amounts necessary, were contributed by the church. 
Besides this much clothing, bedding, provisions, etc., was furnished and for- 
warded by churches, local mission and aid societies, and individual persons. Our 
treasury has never been overloaded, but thus far the Lord has at all times mer- 
cifully provided us with the amount of money necessary to carry on the work in- 
trusted to our care. Our work has all along been a modest one, but we trust it 
has not been without a blessing for the poor, benighted, abused, and downtrod- 
den Indian. When others are doing a great deal more for these people, we, too, 
would contribute our mite, that they may be brought to see the intellectual and 
spiritual light prepared for them by their Creator. 

In looking back upon the past year we find much to be thankful for, and we 
would acknowledge our gratitude toward Him in whose service we stand and by 
whom we are permitted to do the work which is pleasing in His sight. We 
would thank Him for His blessings in the past and trust Him for His blessings 
in the future. 

A. B. Shelly, Secretary. 

December 28, 1891, 



METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

INDIAN MISSIONS. 

The work for 1891 is the same as reported by the Board of Indian Commission- 
ers for 1890, with the addition of the mission to the Navajos in Arizona and New 
Mexico. During the year this mission has been opened and a residence for the 
superintendent has been erected at Fort Defiance. The whole amount expended 
upon the mission is about $5,000. The superintendent. Rev. F. A. Riggin, reports 
favorably, and is sanguine of success. He has had consultations with their lead- 
ing chiefs, and they express great satisfaction at his presence, and assure him of 
their interest in his work. * 

Our expenditures for Indian missions in the several States and Territories 
have been during the year as follows: 

New York 12,304 

Washington 1,414 

Micliigan 1,240 

Wisconsin 297 

Navajos, Arizona and New Mexico 5,000 

Total ...-.: •*... - v^Jk.'isSi 
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We have provided for the opening of missionary work during the year 1892 at 
La Pointe Agency, Minn., to the Ukiahs in California, and the Klamaths in 
Oregon. We have also erected a church for the Oneida Indians near Appleton, 
Wis., at a cost of about $4,000. 

During 1892 we hope to erect a church which shall also possess school facilities 
for the Navajos. Upon the whole, the work done during the year has been more 
encouraging than for a numbar of years past. We hope for still greater success 
in the future. 



METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH (SOUTH). 
"^ Indian Mission Conference. 

education. 

The following reports indicate the condition of our educational work in this 
field: 

JSarrell International Institute, — Harrell Institute during the past year has 
been more prosperous than in any year of its history. At the late meeting of 
the Mission Board at the General Conference, a change was made in the school 
from the Woman's Board back to the General Board of Missions, and Rev. T. P. 
Brewer remained as president. The tenth annual term opened September 2, 
with 8 teachers. Up to date there are 161 students enrolled. This result has 
been reached without any special effort to secure students from abroad. As the 
president reports, the reason for not making a strong appeal for students is the 
limits of the capacity of the building. By all means we think the building 
should be enlarged to meet the rapidly growing patronage of boarding students, 
the number of which could be doubled or more than doubled the coming year if 
the building were enlarged. We would heartily commend this institution to our 
people as in every way worthy of their patronage. 

Pierce Institute, — The last session of Pierce Institute opened Septemiber 3, 1889, 
and closed May 24, 1890. 

With the exception of the first two months the school was under the supervi- 
sion of Rev. Frank Naylor. 

The enrollment during the session, 88 ; the average attendance, 43. 

The present session opened September 1, 1890, with Prof. A. R. Boone princi- 
pal. Seventy pupils have been enrolled to date. The present attendance is 66. 
The outlook for the present session is encouraging. Pierce Institute is the prop- 
erty of this conference. We commend this school to our people and the public 
generally. 

Oklafwma district high school, — At the last session of the Oklahoma district con- 
ference a proposition was submitted by said conference to the town of Norman 
looking to the erection of a suitable building for the establishment of a perma- 
nent high school. The proposition was ace sp ted by the town, they agreeing 
upon their part to furnish 10 acres of ground adorned with shrubbery and orna- 
mental trees, and to furnish a house on said ground to cost at least $10,000. The 
church agreed to furnish the building with suitable furniture and a competent 
corps of teachers. The school opened temporarily in our church at Norman 
September 18, 1890, under the efficient supervision of Rev. J. T.Farissand a com- 
petent corps of teachers. Sixty ^pupils have been enrolled to date. We heartily 
commend this school to the public generally, and would urge upon the people of 
Norman the great importance of the speedy erection of the promised building. 

Galloway College. — We take pleasure in sincerely recommending this institu-, 
tion to the fostering care of the conference. We are committed to this enter- 
prise by formal action and self-interest, the highest and best interests of young 
men of our church. We would therefore most respectfully request the presid- 
ing bishop to appoint an aggressive agent to collect, at as little expense as pos- 
sible, the^outstanding indebtedness, and also that the bishop provide for the pay- 
ment of tne salary of the principal to the amount of $500. Also that the name 
be changed to Galloway Institute. 

CHEROKEE DISTRICT. 



Rev. M. A. Clark, presiding elder of the Cherokee district, sends the foUow- 
inpp report from Ms onarge: 
^^ The Cherokee district embraces all of the Cherokee Nation lying north of the 



[gSIO] 

Arkansas River, except a narrow strip lying along the Arlcanaaa and Kansas ' 
Valley Railroad from Fort Gibson to Van Buren. ' 

"There are fourleea charges in this diBlricl; two stations and twelve oircuita. < 
One of these, Vinita, is self-supporting. Two ot the charges, Paw Paw iui4 1 
Spring Brook, ara wholly among the  lull-bloods,' and are served by ' full-Wood ' 
preacnera. . _ 

" Since the last annual report four churches have be^ completed which were 1 
in process of efection »l that time. Two ai-e now being ei-ected. Two parson- ,1 
ages have been built, and one is in process of erection. Many congregatfons yet l 
worship in school houses that are altogether unsuited for the purpose. Onlyl 
last Sunday I held a quarterly meeting in a achoolhouse that did not hold over 1 
two-thirds of the people in attendance. Others no doubt stayed away because^ 
they kaew such would be the condition, 1 am gla^i to state tnal our church is I 
waking up to the importance of building houses of our own that will meet the .H 



"Assessraents for the support of the ministry a: 

unctually this year than ever before in the esli 
tfying to know that the members of the Methodist Church are opening their 
eyes to the duty and privilege of supporting their pastors. The Scriptures on 
this subject have been unfolded to them by presiding elders and pastors. There 
has been a marked improvement. In the near future other charges will join the 
self-supporting list. 

" The full-blood work is not in as good condition as it should be. I am sorry to 
state thatthey have beenneglected,andwebavelost in membershki among them. 
One cause is the diffloullity and expense ot getting intei-pret^rs. The church has 
failed to produce men capable, spiritually and intellectually, ot interpreting the 
word. We are making a greater effort this year to reach this class. At the last 
session of our conference Bishop Hendrix urged each preacher in charge of a 
work, wherever he could get a congi-egation of full-bloods, to get an intai'preter 
and preach to them. I am glud to state that this is being carried out to a cer- 
tain extent. I have a regularly employed interpreter this year lor the first time 
since on the district. I am malting an effort to have our disoipline translated 
Into the Cherokee language, with Bome proBpect of succeBS, We intend to hold^ 
several camp-meetings among these people this year " 



ARDMORE DISTRICT. 



Rev. J. N. Mooit!, of the Ardmoi'e district, writes : 

"The Ardmore district was formed about eigbt«en months ago by taking a' 
portion ot the Paul's Valley district and one circuit from the Choctaw diatrlct, 
forming a new district of eleven charges. At the last conference three new 
charges were formed, making thirteen in all. This district is about 100 by 50 
miles, extending over an areaof 5,000aquare miles, lying in the southwest part ot 
the Chickasaw Nation. The country is new : thei-e are not many churches ; we 
have to pi'each mostly in sohoolhouses. There are but tour Methodist churches 
in the district. We nave ten parsonages, three ot these having been built this 
year, and some valuable improvements made to some of the old ones. 

" Spiritually the district is on idsing, ground. We are planning and laborlnt^ 
for a large ingathering this summer and fall. The Sunday-school cause is doinu 
"  "  It is impossible to succeed at this polo 

m'alester district. 

Rev. M. A. Smith, who has charge of this district, writes : 
'■ This district is doing well under the oireumstances. We are having ^oc 
meetings at every point, and the work is prospering spiritually, but ttnanoialiy' 
we are having hard times, owing to the failure of crops. I have urged the col- 
lection of necesaary money, and am sui'e the preachers are making every effort 
to raise it. The district stands sorely in need of help. Notwithstanding these 
difficulties the district is increasing in numbers, and we have built a district 
parsonage at Atoka. We have also built a very neat church." 



1 



district. 



Rev. A. J. Worley, in charge of this district, writes; 
"Our church is gi-owing moderately. We would grow very fast i( * 
build church houses. We will likely need three mime ^w®*ibe;vai«i.'iJQ.\s 
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As long as we have to preach in dwellings, and occasionally a schoolhouse, it 
will take more men to cover the field than if we had churches. The Board of 
Church Extension can do but little toward meeting the real demand of fhis re- 
gion. We have the best preachers, and we are doing more work than any other 
denomination, but they are building two churches to our one. 

I 

THE WILD TRIBES. 

Rev. J. J. Methvin, our missionary among the wild tribes in the western part 
of the Indian Territory, in the following report presents the condition and wants 
of thai new and interesting field: 

As the time for an annu%L report from this field has come, I want again to rep- 
resent the needs of the work and show what has been done, and what, with 
proper reSnforcements, can be done. Within the bounds of this territory of the 
wild tribes there is a population of at least 10,000, most of whom are as veritable 
heathen, with a worship as crude, as can ba found in the heathen world. More 
than a dozen tribes of Indians are represented on these reservations, all speaking 
' different tongues or dialects. The Comanches, numbering 1,600, are located in 
the south and southwestern part of the reservation, both east and west of Fort 
Sill. We do sorely need a man located at Fort Sill. That is the headquarters 
for the Comanches. There they congregate in mass every two weeks to receive 
their supplies from the Government. The Kiowas and Apaches are located prin- 
cipally along the Washita River, east and west of the agency, at Anadarko. 
They together number about 1,700.' My own work personally has been princi- 
pally among them. I need another man here to aid in this work among these 
two tribes and another to open work among the affiliated tribes north of the 
river. Still another man is needed among the Cheyennes and Arapahoes, 40 
miles north of here. For nearly four years we have been calling for these rein- 
forcements, and notwithstanding $1,250 was secured at our last annual confer- 
ence for the support of two additional men among the wild tribes, we have not 
the reinforcements yet. '* Hope deferred maketh the heart sick." 

Since our last annual report we have not made the progress that we could 
hope for under other circumstancas. Our difficulties have baen increased by the 
strange so-called ''Messidnic craze '' that has been deluding these people for the 
past twelve months. That delusion has been dispelled now by the truthful' re- 
port of a young Kiowa, Ah-pee-ah-tone, who was sent by his tribe to the North- 
west to investigate the whole matter. He returned recently and reported the 
new Messiah a fraud, and Sitting Bull, the apostle of this new Messiah, he de- 
nounced as an impostor. (This is the Arapahoe Sitting Bull, and seems to be 
the successor to the Sioux Sitting Bull who was killed.) While a few of the In- 
dians continue their demonstrations yet the majority are iatisfied with Ah-pee- 
ah- tone's report and are perhaps better prepared now to listen to our teachings. 
Notwithstanding this mad craze among the Indians, for the past three months 
our congregations have been constantly on the increase until our house will 
scarcely accommodate those that come and we shall have to enlarge or build 
another house. There is a greater interest manifest, more stirring of conscience 
by the preaching of the Word, a more intense attention. I have made applica- 
tion to the board of church extension for the money to build a church here. It 
may be, however, that the mission board will have to come to our help in the 
emergency. This being the agency for^all these tribes, and where they often as- 
semble in mass, we should have a house large enough to accommodate a consid- 
erable audience. As it is we have only a room 20 by 35 feet, a sort of church 
annex to the parsonage, in which to accommodate our congregation. I believe 
there is better prospect of triumph in this field than ever before if we do our 
duty. We are beset on every hand by difficulties— Indian superstition, infidelity 
of whites, Romanism, Mormonism, degrading influences of bad whites, the gov- 
ernmental management — but still God is in the work and in his providence over- 
rules and will continue to overrule till Indians and men everywhere with uni- 
versal acclaim shall hail Him king of king: s and Lord of lords. In answer to our 
call for a Mexican preacher, Rev. Y. Y. Mercado was sent last spring from the 
Mexican border conference to do work among the Mexican population here. He 
has been doing good work since he came and in addition to the Mexican mem- 
bers we already had, four more of the most substantial Mexicans have united 
with us. , Others are waiting to be received. Brother Mer».*,ado has recently 
baen sent to make his headquarters on Little Washita, 20 miles southeast of 
here, where during the past year we have built a new church and which is lo- 
catod central to the Mexican population and convenient also to the Comanches, 
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among whom also he ie lo do work. Last June the disti-ict conference for 
district wae held here, at which much interest was manifested hy both the Mt 
ins. During that meeting fourteen applied tor church memb 
Bhip, more than $400 was contributed to chui-ch enterprises, and a quickened im- 
pulse given to our work. Revei'SBs came when the Measlanlc ci'aze maddened 
the Indians, but now In spite of that and all the other hinderances I think we 
are getting hack our own. with usury. And so the work will go on, but let me 
close this report hy saying we must have reenforcementa in this work among 
the wild tribes. 

While the patronage of the school hei'e belonging to the woman's board on 
account of the Messianic craze has not been as full as we had wished, yet it bas> 
9l efficient work, and if properly nurtured will in the near future.— 
nt of mvich usefulness here. J 



With regard t 
-it l.he year; 
Capt. Pratt, t 



the Alaska Mission the following have been the main evente 



More 
reat^H 



if Carlisle, having kindly consented to admit to the school in his 
charge the Eskimo bojs, George and David, whom Sister Bachman hadbi^ought 
with her' when relurning from Bethel, they were taken thither by the president 
of tho society in September, after having risited Nazareth, Lititz.andl^caster. 
Tlii.i cost of their education at Carlisle has been largely borne by private aub- 
suriplidiiii. During the winter the health of Georse became preoar ions, and 
Brot her and Sister Bachman kindly received him into tneir own home. Dr. Eatea, 
of St. Lukes Hospital, South Bethlohem, waa so good as to interest bimaell in 
i pronounued it catarrh resultinff from the induenza. The trouble 
o his skillful treatment, and in i&y the vice-president of the society 
took the lad back to Carlisle, The reports of David have been favorable, as re- 
gariis both heahh and attainments. 

(.)(i Jiino .">, after having visited the Ramona Mission in California, Brother 
BaehuiiLii loft San Francisco in the St. Paul, for an official visitation of Bethel 
and ( nrravl, accompanied bythe good wieheH and players of the society. Xjettore 
received I'ecently annoxmce his safe an-iv^ and welcome hy Brother Weber, 
the mouth of the Kuskokwira. 

The annual report for Bethel shows a gratifylngevidenoes of constant progi 
though the school bad to he closed in February owing to the scarcity of food 
the natives. Especiaily noteworthy was the conversion and public confessi 
and profession of faith of the " Moimtain Boy," a former leader of theopposltion 
to the gospel, who has since become a faithful Christian worker. Christmas was 
observed on the part of the native members by acts of liberality to their poorer 
oonntrymen. The establishment of Christian family life has largely engaged 
the attention of the missionaries. The giving up of heathen practices on the 
part of whole villages is a hopeful sign. The inHuenza wrought sad havoc 
amongst the natives, and Brother Kilbuck appetUs for the volunteei'ing of some 
one qualified to serve as a medical missionary. The statistics for the year end- 
ing May au, 18H1, give 26 communicants, with a total membership of 58. The 
Bofaool had 25 pupils, 9 of whom were classed as Moldavian, and 11! non-Moraviwi. 

The report of Garmel states that the persistent opposition of the Greek priest 
and of the trader continued to hinderauccessful missionary work andreduced the 
attendance at the school to an average of U, all being boarders. A member of 
Frank Leslie's Alaskan expedition spent the winter with our misBiooaries here. 
Brother Wolff was privOeged to pay a visit of 18 days' duration to the mission- 
aries at Bethel, proceeding by dog sleighs in February, and being twenty-four 
doys on the way thither. 

■Tbe time of both Brother Kilbuck and Brother Wolff waslargelygiven to the 
work of the i^leventh census, the provincial elders' conference having consented 
to tiii/ir aociSiHing' ap|H)intments asspeoial enumerators. 

With regard to Alaska tho following yet remains to be noted; 

Oti June 1 ] . lit. a sjit-cial meeting the board considei-ed a proposal from Dr. 
Hari'i.s, the heat) of the Dopat-tment of Education at Washington, urging the 
commencement of a school at Togiak, and promising a contrlbtition of *l,00ft' 
from Government, if the board coidd guai-antee to enter Into a contract for tha. 
establishment of the school before June 30 of Ihepresentyear. After it had beea 
established, turiher aid would be granted on terms similar to those govern! 
the grants to the schools at Bethel and Carmel. After earnest consideration 
the proposal, the followiug ("esoiution wa^ unanimously adoptt'd; " Tliat 
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aeknowledgintt tha kindness of tlie CommisHioner o£ EductttioninBeekinytoplac 
the sum of ^l.tlllO within oui- reavh, although intending in all likelihood to tound I 
a third station before long, we are not now in a poaition to honestly enter inloa 
contract with Government to this effect, especially in view or the olHeial visitBr 
tion by Brother Bachman now in progrese. 

At the time ot Brother Bachman's Tisitation the Potraro Mission was in a, 
favorable condition. Theagentof thcGovernmentison good tarms with Bi-other 
Weinland and our Indians, and shows them much kindnesB. The mission prop- 
erty is in excellent ordei- and the spiritual work of an encouraging natur«,wifli 
opportunities lor wider usefulness opeaing up throughout the reservation in 
connection with the work ot the Woman's Indian Auxiliary Association. In 
M^, Sister Mary Marech, of Hopedale, one of five volunteei'S who answered a 
call for help, was appointed to assist at this station and duly arrived at her des- 
tination, being heartUy welcomed by Brother and Sister Weinland. 

-The statistics sent by Brother Weinland recently give 15 communicants and 
H baptized ohUdren, with a total of 33 in church connection. Brother John 
Morongo, the interpreter, is his efficient helper. The Sunday-school has a total 
ol 37 scholars and 3 teachers. 

J. Taylor Hamilton, Secraary. 



presbyterian foreign mission board. 

Missions Among the Indians, 

Dakota Mission. 

The history of the past year has shown most conclusively the power of Chris- 
tian missions amongst the Indians in preserving the public peace. The e '" 
ment ol the ghost dance and the horrors of war haveprevailed exactly in in 
ratio to the efforts which have been made to Christianize the tribes . The agencies 1 
and the camps where ndssion schools and mission chapels are things almost un- I 
kjiown, or are as yet comparatively strange and novel leaturesof the scene, have I 
been the localities where fanaticism, revolt, and bloodshed have pi-evailed, while I 
among- those tribes of the Sioux where our missions have been longest estab- ^ 
lished, the Indians have stood like a rock, unmoved amidst the prevailing ex- 
citement and war. And even at those stations where but a minority of the In- 
diana had been brought under missionary influence, the emissaries of the wilder ] 
tribes tried in vain to light the fii-es of fanaticism. The general statement is 
most instructive — that of the 1,100 Presbyterian communicants among the Sioux, 
only 1 man, and he from Pine Ridge, the vei'y centre of the whirlwind, was to 
be found among the hostilea during the past year, and only 1 joined the gphost 
dances. Among the Indians grouped around the Yankton Agency, where the 
missionary influence has been long at work under the direction of our veteran, 
Rev. John P. Williamson, every attempt to start the ghost dance utterly failed. 
Some of the heathen Indians from this point visited the dances elsewhere and 
came home under not a little excitement, but the public sentiment organized 
around the groups ot Christian Indians was too strong tor them. They saw it 
futOe to attempt lo kindle the excitements of superstition and war among their 
neighbors. The 600 Christians gathered in the chui'ches absolutely controlled 
public sentiment. 

At Lower BruM Agency, another of our mission stations, there were many 
wild restless spirits, and the ghost dunce obtained quite a headway for a little 
time, but no hostiUties whatever were even attempted, and the ghost dance 
itself was st«pped without serious trouble. The M Presbyterians, and a still 
larger number ot Episcopalians tound there, stood like an immovable wall. 

As tor the Indiana at Flandreau, they were interested in the Messiah craze 
only as other Christians throughout the country were. Or, if more deeply con- 
cerned, It was because several members ot their church were actually away 
amoog the heathen Indians, teaching and restraining them. One of the elders 
ot tiie church hud just gone to t^ach in Sitting Bull's camp a few weeks before 
the ti-agic death of that chief. 

Even at Pine Ridge itself, the station most recently t etablished, and where 
there wei-e but thirteen communicantfi, and they not yet organized into a chui-ch, 
the entire band, with one exception, were loyal and wei'e even active in preserv- 
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There are now to bo found among tbt; Dakota Indiane, in the stations of the 
Board of Foreign MieeionB, 3 ordained miHsianiu'ies, 3 single ladies at^tiag as 
miasionaries, 4 ordained native preaohera, and 13 native asBlstaata and teachers; 
the churohea numiwr 10, with 518 oommnnicantB. 73 having been added to the 
churches during the past year; 2ST chiidren iiave been in the mission Hchoole. 
It will be seen, tbetM.>fore, tliat the year, notwithstanding all the disadvantage 
under which the missionaries have labored, has been one of most encouraging 
progress. 

Mr. Wililaaiaon writes from the Yankton Agency: 
"The attendance on our church not only holds its own, but still 
purchased last month two doxen chairs to flii up the aisles, and still 






the first Sabbath of the n 
all baptized in the name of the 
fact that in one of these families 
in boys, named by their parente 



It and bring in others. 
year, three entire families stood up and v 
triune God. We noted it as rather a pleat 
where there were three cliildren, two wer 
Peter and Paid, 

"There haslwen little change in ournative laborers, who have been the prind- 

Sol means of gathering in these converts, and who still minister to them. By 
le appropriation of $500 from the board, added Ki a little over SlUO raised by 
the Indians themselves, we bad the pleasure last fall of erecting a beautiful 
chapel for Cedar Church, and that little community of believers is greatly 
strengthened. This is the only building ereoted on my field this year. 

"As to the Flandi-eau field, 1 reported a year ago that the scatterlog of that 
community seemed imminent on account of their relation to the Sioux treaty. I 
am happy to report that through the zealous etTorts of Rev. John Eastman (their 
inteUigent and practical pastor) arrangements have now been made by which 
the Indians will not only remain at Flandi-eau, but will be in much better con- 
dition as regards their lands toan for a number of years past. A number of 
Indians who had left that locality are returning, so that the prospect there has 
been very much impi'oved, 

"At Lower Brule Agency the Indians are still left in uncertainty a 
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permanent location, but provision has been made by Congress tor the appoint- 
ment of a Commission, who it is hoped will soon settle the matter. Our people 
there who have been so long without a house of worship must then be aided in 
building a church." 

The work at Poplar Creek, in Montana, was under the care of the Rev. Mr. 
Williamson moiit of the year, but last September Rev. E. J". Lindsey and his wife 
took charge of the station, an3 the whole outlook is more hopeful at that point 
than it has been for a long lime. Mi*. Lindsey, a granddaughter of that pioneer 
of all Christian misBions among the Sioux, Rev. John Williamson, M. D.. was 
for many years a teacher at our mission station at Yankton Agency, and her 
knowledge of the Dakota language and lifelong familiarity with the Indians 
have made her an invaluable helpmeet for her husband in their mission field in 
Montana. 

There remains to notice only the station of Pine Ridge itself, which has been 
the scene of Indian war during so much of the pasl year. The general turmoil, 

course, seriously interfei-ed with all mission work. Mr. Sterling writes : 

" While our members have not generally be^n affected, our fair-sized congre- 
gations at the different camps beoame very much reduced during the excitement 
of the summer, and during the time of the active hostilities services were almost 
entirely suspended. The various centei's of our mission's work proved the very 
centers of conflict and of bloodshed. Pine Ridge, Porcupine Creek, White Clay, 
and Wounded Knee, which were all familiar names on the lips of our missionary 
laborers, being the very stations where they were conducting their schools and 
Christian services, passed from the records of missions into the annals of war." 

So far as mission property is concerned, we are thankful to say that but one 
jt our chapels, that at White Clay, was destroyed. Wounded Knee chapel, 
although on the battleground it«elf, was untouched , while all other buildings in 
vicinity were more or less injured. Our buildings on Porcupine Ci'eek were 
also uninjured. " This plat's," says Mr. Sterling, ''seems to have been the di- 
viding line between the work of destruction and God'sworkot restraining power. 
All the missionaries wei-e kept safe and were not generally frightened during 
the hostilities. The biesajd assurance that ' the angel of the Ixird encami^th. 
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round about them that fear Him, and delivereth them^' was our strength and 
comfort. 

"It is hard to predict the future of our work; indeed the first question is, 
whether or not the war is really ended." Mr. Sterling proceeds to say that fu- 
ture quiet, in his judgment, depends upon the faithfulness with which the new 
pledges made to the Indians are kept, and the firmness of control which is main- 
tained over the insubordinate. He also points out the necessity of giving the In- 
dians some employment. Amongst a mass of ignorant idlers every excitement, 
every wild suggestion, finds a fruitful soil. He is convinced also that the ghost 
dances should be prohibited, and not less rigidly the Omaha and other dances 
known among the Indians. He states it, however, as his conviction that the 
" surest, the most complete cure for all such disturbances as this year has wit- 
nessed, is the earnest prosecution of Protestant mission work. There is no more 
conspicuous lesson from this year's experiences than the civilizing power which 
goes with the preaching of the gospel to these people." Mr. Sterling, as well 
as Mr. Williamson, points out the palpable contrast between the conduct of the 
heathen Indians during this excitement, and that of those who had become Chris- 
tians or had come under Christian influences, and he entertains the highest hope 
of reward for the labors of Christian missions among these tribes. He writes : 
*'The loyalty and Christian character of some of our Indians have shone out 
with greater brightness than before. Only one of them united with the hostiles." 
He declares that there is no more absurd conclusion drawn from the difficulties 
of this past year than classing all the Indians as '*Red Devils," and asserting 
that it is useless to try to do anything for them. "I have no hesitation," he 
writes, "in saying that one who knows the history of past mission work among 
this people, and who is patient, and will adapt himself to the methods required 
for continued labor here, can not pursue this work without being full of the bright- 
est hopes." He speaks especially of their expectations from the promising young 
men whom God is raising up from the native church, mentioning three of these 
youth who are now pursuing a thorough course of study for the Christian minis- 
try, and two others who are looking forward to the same work. 

The native missionaries at Pine Ridge have all done faithful service througHout 
the year. Miss Dickson and Miss McCreight, who have been stationed at Wounded 
Knee, did not desert the mission even in its darkest hours of danger and fear, 
when strong men were seeking safety for their families and for themselves. 
They patiently continued in the work during peace and war, faithfully warning 
the evil-disposed, cheering and strengthening the weak, and assisting in tender 
ministration to the sick and wounded. 

We regret very much to say that the Rev. Mr. Sterling feels compelled^ for 
reasons beyond his control, to withdraw from mission work among the Indians, 
and has recently accepted a call to a church. 

NEZ PERC6 MISSION. 

The only missionaries directly employed by the board in the Nez Perc6 mis- 
sion are Miss Sue L. McBeth, residing at Mount Idaho, and Miss Kate McBeth, at 
Lapwai, though Rev. G. L. Deffenbaugh, of Coeur d'Alene City, formerly a mis- 
sionary of the board, continues to render important service in connection with 
the Indian work, and especially as acting treasurer of the mission. 

Of the native ministers employed, three, namely. Rev. Messrs. Wheeler, 
Lindsley, and Pond, are installed pastors. Rev. Messrs. Lawyer, Whitman, 
Williams, and Hayes are stated supplies. Rev. Messrs. Hines, Parsons, and 
Montieth are without charge. 

Two stations of the Nez Perc6 mission, Lapwai and Kamiah, were established 
before the massacre of Dr. and Mrs. Whitman and others in 1847, and shared the 
disturbance which that sad event caused in the mission work among the Nez 
Perces. Lapwai was established in 1836, and Kamiah in 1838. Somathing had 
been done, also, at Wellpinit in 1837. The other stations — North Fork, Meadow 
Creek, Umatilla, and Spokane River — have been founded since 1880. 

The work of Miss Sue L. McBeth is directed, as heretofore, to the education 
of young men for the ministry and for the eldership in the churches. Each de- 
partment is important, as the churches could not prosper without the support of 
a native eldership. All the work accomplished under the direction of the board 
is carried on in the vernacular language. The Misses McBath have great famil- 
iarity with it, and undoubtedly get nearer to the people in sympathy and in effec- 
tive influence from the fact that they employ it exclusively. The pastors and 
supplies all preach to their congregations in their native tongue. Valuable as 
the agencies are that are acquainting the Indians with the English, the language 
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of their country, there are still peculiar advantages which attend that direct 
work in the Indian language, which alone gains real access to the adult portions 
of the Indian communities. The Indians love their language, and it is only in 
their own tongue that any racs of men can best be taught to worship God. 

In the theological training school of Miss S. L. McBeth 6 students have been 
under instruction much of the time. Miss McBeth also has a class of 6 native 
women. In this department she is assistsd by Mrs. C. Shearer, a resident of 
Mount Idaho. Miss Kate McBeth's school at Lapwai has numbered 9 pupils, but 
in addition to this she has carried on various labors in the families of the In- 
dians round about Fort Lapwai, at the same time devoting herself to the work 
of the Sabbath school. She has succeeded in arousing a good deal of interest 
among the young people at Fort Lapwai, and has organized a Christian Endeavor 
Society. 

The removal of the Government school from the north of Lapwai Creek to 
Fort Lapwai has seemed to render it desirable to remove the churcn to the latter 
place, as the young t3onnected with the Government school constitute a large 
and interesting portion of the congregration, and also an excellent field for Sab- 
bath school and missionary work. There are, however, some obstacles in the 
way of procuring a proper sit 3 at the new location. Efforts are being made to 
this end, but nothing has as yet been consummated. 

The total membership of the seven churches is 796. During the year 43 have 
been received into communion and fellowship. In the Sabbath school are 234 
pupils. For religious purposes $672.26 have been contributed. This certainly 
is an exhibit worthy of imitation by the church at large. Considering the pov- 
erty of this people, the average of thair contributions is certainly high. It 
amounts to about SH cents per member. This seems the more creditable when 
we consider that the year 1890 was one of great drought, and many of the Indians 
had great difficulty in gaining the bare necessaries of life. 

The past year has been signalized by valuable services rendered to the Nez 
Percys and to the mission by Miss Alice Fletcher, agent of the Government for 
the distribution of land in severalty to the Nez Perc6 Indians. She has been in- 
strumental in securing valuable allotments of land for two or three of the most 
important churches, and is still using her influence for the permanent establish- 
ment of the Lapwai church in a more available situation. Miss Fletcher having 
sp^nt several of the summer months at these various stations and having become 
thoroughly acquainted with the work, its methods, and its results, has rendered 
a kindly service to our faithful missionaries in commending them to the fuller 
confidence and sympathy of the Cljristian women interested in the Woman's 
North Pacific Presbyterian Board of Missions. Through the personal gifts of 
different individuals provision has been made for the removal of the Lapwai 
church edifice to a new and more available site, if such site can be secured, and for 
the erection of small houses for Miss McBeth and for the native preacher at Fort 
Lapwai. The Kamiah church edifice was repainted and otherwise improved 
during the year, through the generous gift of a friend in Pittsburg, Pa. 

Altogether, the outlook of the mission among the Nez Percys is most favorable. 

SENECA MISSION. 

On the Alleghany Reservation Rev. Messrs. Trippe and Hall have held regu- 
lar services in the Indian churches. Though there have not been large acces- 
sions to the churches, yet 30 have been received during the year, and there has 
been a gain of 21 over all losses by death or otherwise. The total membership 
reported for the churches under Mr. Trippe's care, namely , those of the Alle- 
ghany, Tonawanda, and Tuscarora Reservations, is 226. There are five church 
.organizations and four church buildings. Contributions for the year have 
amounted to $412. One native preacher is engaged upon salary, and four are 
laboring gratuitously. 

The Indians have been relieved during the last year from anxieties caused by 
a fear of hostile legislation at Albany, but there are some reasons to believe that 
efforts may be renewed to secure possession of their lands, or at least those which 
are considered most valuable. There is continued reason why the friends of the 
Indians in the State of New York should cultivate and diffuse an enlightened 
and friendly sentiment in regard to these people whose heritage we have re- 
ceived and now occupy, and should pray that all schemes designed to dispossess 
them of their homes may be thwarted. There is probably as good a degree of 
receptiveness to the truths of the Gospel among these people as in the average 
of white congregations in the State. From year to year goodly numbers are 
gathered into the communion of the church, and there is every reason for in- 
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rest m the temporal and spiritual weUare oE these wards ot tbe St^t^ 
U> whom so Kreat a debt of gratitude le due. 

At Tonawanda. Reservation, Rev. John McMaater has preached in the India_ 
church once in tno weeks and haa lound a good attendance and a fair degree of 
reoeptiveness to the truth. The Tonawanda Indians have been greatly dis- 
tracted during the yearby the conleatbetween the two rival parties, the Chris- 
tlane on the one hand and the pagans on the other, in the appointment of chief 
and otileers of the tribe. The matter haa been finally placed in the hands of t 
referee, whose decision has been rendered in favor of lie Christian party, i 
those who had legally elected their officers. It is a question whether the Indiall 
nature is favorable to an entire and peaceful acquiesence in such a decision. 

On the Alleghany Reservation at Jamiaenlown Rev. Willlajn Hall, who hai 
passed thelimit of fourscore years, has proachedevory Sabbath but one durin(r the 
vear, driving some distance for the purpose. "Falthfui unto the end" baa been 
nia motto. He had leave of absence during the year to visit a daughter in Cali- 
fornia, but before the visit could be made ahe had paased to her heavenly rest, 
and the disappointed father remained at home. ~ 

Mr, Trippe, in his report, apealts of a new center of influence having beoi 
opened at Cold Spring- on the Alleghany- Reservation. The people have showfl 
a disposition to attend upon the preaching of the Word. 

From Rev. George Runciman we have received the following report: 

" During the present year we have held five regular services every Sabbath, 
and many through the week, sometimes aa many as Ave on a single day. The 
result of all these meetings is a deep, spiritual interest and the coming forward 
of 43 persons who have united with the church on profession of theS- faitJi in 
Christ, These have all made a clear confession before men. God has richly 
blessed us, yet we feel that our influence is not as wide-reaching aa it ought to 
be. We have only worked two centers, one ai'ound the church and the other 
around No, 1 achoolhouaa. We have on our roll of attendance at church 111 
peraonB. Our membership is 110. We ha^'e added during the year 43; dismisse' 
7 by death, and 12 by letter. Our attendance at the schoolhouae has been 66, e 
that we reach 207 persons. We have given to the Foreign Mission Board $22 
to Sabbath'School work 97, and to our own Sabbath school for papers and lessota 
leaves 838.12, The great majority of those who have been received are your 
people. If these prove faithful there is a rich blessing in store for the res 

The cooperation of Mr. and Mrs. Valkeaburgh, the superintendents o 
Thomae Orphan Asylum, has been continued. They have been a very great helgl 
to Mr, Runciman in his work, and the pupitsof the asylum, about 100 in nunib9F,fl 
have formed an interesting portion of tbe congregation and the Sabbath school. 

Two or three different pointa on the reservation have been occupied with re- 
ligious services in addition to the ■■egular woi'k in the commodious church edifice 
Erovided for theCaltoraugus church. The schools which are maintained for the 
enefitot the different reservations of the Saneeas have remained under the di^ 
rectionof theState, by whose provision they are wholly supported. Satisfactory 
work seems to have been done by the teachers in these schools. Although it is 
not of a dii-ectiy religious character, it has maintained a high moral tone, and 
harmonious relations have exiated between the teachers and the missianaries. 
Mr. Trippe mentions one Christian woman of Indian blood employed by t" ■" 
State as a teacher, whose religious labor and inttuenoe have been very marke ^ 

But tor thQ dangers of hostile legislation, designed to deprive the Indiana (I 
their vested rights, the outlook of the New York Indian tribes would be auapjE 
oious. Considering the entire work ot the Seneca Mission, while there have baell 
many discouragements there is much also to encourage, and the total numbed' 
received into communion of the churches is considerably above the average Q 
the Presbyterian Church a' ' 
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 PRESBYTEBIAN SOUTHERN MISSION BOARD. 

W E, Whittdesey, Esq.: 

I Youi'S asking for 2 oopiee of our last Indian report is at hand. I regret that I 

 have no printed copiea to spare. 

 Our last annual report for year ending March 3], ISBl, to the General Assem- 
I Wy, Preabytei-ian Church, tTnited Slates (Southern), showed: 

 ''(1) That we had charge of the Anastrong Orphan Male Academy, Choctaw 
■iSatlon; 5Q orphan boys; 1 principal; his wife, matron; 2 assistant teachers; ex- 
 , penditure by us, SS,IOO, 

 "{2] One lady missioaarj; also a teacher, among the Alabama IndiaoB, Polk 
K County, Tex.: expenditure, 8JO0. 

|F " (3) We had S ministers, besides the princi]>al of Armstrong, as missionai-iea 
I to Chootaws and Chickasaws; expenditure, $4,ftK; our total expenditure, iti.805. 
" [4) Presbyterian communicants, whites and Indians, 937, 
'■ Yours truly, 

" J. N. Craig. 

" Sevretar;/." 

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL MISSIONApY SOCIETY'. 
WORK AMONG THE INDIANS. 

The quality of our church work among the Indians was subjected to a severe 
teat during the uprising among the Sioux In South Dakota in the early part of 
the year. Our mission was almost in a state of siege formonths, while the hostile 
aemoQStratioQS were going on in their yiclnity, yet the bishop and his cowork- 
ers stood at their posts and carried on the work without intermission, and the 
ChFlstian Indians were unfaltering in their faith and manifested their Christian 

' love in work's of charity to those who were wounded in battle. The Indians at 
Pine Bidge did not forgot during their own trials the heathen in far-off lands, 

. but sent to our ti-easury a gift for foreign missions. The Chippewaa In Minne- 
sota, the historical enemy of the Sioux, remembored tham and sent alms to their 
brethren in the Christian faith. 

The work In South Dakota has had another trial in parting with the bishop 
for several months. Bishop Hare, obeying the call of the church, went to Japan 

. in March to administer the work there for a period. Returning at the end ol 
Bix months, he met a convocation at Rosebud Agency, where 1.500 Indians were 
gathered. The offerings of the women amounted at that time to 8800, and those 
of the young men to S170, gifts for various works, and among liiem for missions 

' in China and Japan. Much work among the Indians is in dioceses which, un- 
happily, are not required to report in detail to the hoard. That portion which 
is under Bishop Hare is treated in this report. 

NIOBRARA DEANERY. 

The year has been one of extraordinary trial. A religious delusion, known ae - 
" The ghost dance," took possession of a large number of the heathen Indiana 
ftt a time when discontent at the disappearance of the old Indisji ways, sadness 
of heart caused by the remarkable prevalence of disease and death, and a sense 
I of wrong produced by delay in the {nlfiihnent of the promises of the Govern- 
ment, accompanied by hunger in some localities, made these heathen Indians 
Souliarly impi'cssionable. The Christian Indians, on the whole, maintained 
eir stand with praiseworthy patience and fortitude; but the dancers reached 
. a state of exaltation approacning frenzy. Restraint only increased their mad- 
• oess. They were well armed and donned a sacred shirt of talismanie power. 
Insubordination broke out on several occasions. The authority of the agent and 
of the native police was overthrown. The civilized Indians were intimidated, 
Alarm spread everywhere. No one knew what was coming. The military were 
summoned to the agencies. Their appearance did not dampen zeal, but fanned 
the flames, and the craze waa not arrested until the sanguinary results of the en- 
counter on Wounded Knee Creek forcibly dispelled the illusion and daahed the 
"" "" M of the leaders. 

. liile these disturbances have, of course, made the year one of special trial for 
the Indian mission, they have made ita merits shine the Ijrighter. Them"*' — 
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aiTi^s, foreign or native, were able to keep at their posts, except a few native 
helpers, who were compelled to move from exposed points by Grovernment 
authority. Our boarding schools, even those in charge of women only, and even 
those schools nearest the points of greatest excitement and most exposed to its 
influence, kept on their usual round of domestic industries and school-room work, 
and were felt to be centers of order, confidence, and peace. And, while a num- 
ber of Indians nominally Christian, undoubtedly gave way to the seduction of 
."the dance," the record of the Christian Indian as a whole has been very hon- 
orable. It was they who really bore the brunt of the heathen onslaught, and 
they stood it with a patience and hope worthy of the highest praise. 

BOARDING SCHOOL.S. 

Notwithstanding the disturbances which affected a large part of the Indian 
country, and the alarm which prevailed throughout it, the attendance at the 
boarding schools was larger than ever before. A confidence was maintained 
among the parents of the pupills and among the pupils themselves, which no 
alarming reports nor military proceedings near by could overthrow; and, though 
" all out doors" is home to an Indian child, none of the pupils decamped or were 
decoyed or withdrawn. In some of the schools the return of the pupils after va- 
cation was marked by some irregularity, which indeed can hardly be avoided, 
but setting this aside the average attendance has been as follows : . 

St. Paul's school ? 46 

St. Mary's school 50 

St. John'sschool 48 

Hope school 43 

St. Elizabeth's school 27 

This attendance is far in excess of the scholarships maintained, and I earnestly 
trust that friends may be raised up to provide for the children who as yet have 
not found friends to support them. I hope, too, that those friends who have been 
wont to send boxes to the schools will still continue their labor of love. 

The Indian women still show devoted attachment to their work as helpers. 
The report of the general secretary for the Niobrara Deanery shows that thirty- 
three branches reported to her, and that the aggregate of their contributions 
was $722.40. 

William H. Hare, 
Missionary Bishop of South Dakota. 



UNITARIAN MISSION BOARD. 

The Montana industrial school for Crow Indians has averaged during the greater 
part of the last year from 52 to 55 pupils, about equally divided between boys and 
girls. More than usual attention has been given to manual training. The great 
increase in the rainfall during the past summer over that of previous years has 
enabled us to secure much better results in farming. Between five and six hun- 
dred bushels, many tons of root cropj, and a large amount of hay have been har- 
vested. Besides, during the summer substantial improvements in the way of re- 
flooring our buildings, sheathing the walls and ceilings have been carried out at 
a cost of over $700. Rev. William W. Locke, of Boston, a man of thorough tech- 
nical training, whom we sent out to superintend this work, reports that he found 
our pupils his sole helpers, thoroughly nandy, industrious, and obedient to orders. 
The labor they performed under his direction and instruction gave them much 
valuable experience. At the same time the girls in the school receive a daily 
training in sewing, chamber and general housework, and in preparing food for 
cooking, while alternating such employment with a regular elementary instruc- 
tion in the ordinary branches of common education. An evening school for all 
the pupils is maintained, in which the constant purpose is kept in view of im- 
parting general information, practicing singing, and inculcating social, national, 
and religious obligation. 

Some encouraging signs are showing themselves of a disposition on the part of 
the adult Indians to aid the efforts of the school in behalf of their children, by 
drawing from the agency articles of clothing, etc., that will be of use to their 
children, instead of looking out for themselves alone. Every effort will be made 
to stimulate this spirit. 

Francis Tiffany. 
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PBOGEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS AT 

LAKE MOHONK CONFERENCE, ^ ' 

FIRST SESSION. 

Wednesday, October 7, 1891, 

The ninth annual conference on Indian affairs was held, through the hospi- 
tality of Mr. A. K. Smiley, at the Lake Mohonk Hotel, Ulster County, N. Y., 
October 7, 8, 9, 1891. 

The conference was called to order by Mr. A. K. Smiley, at 10 a. m., after 
prayer by Rev. R. S. MacArthur, d. d. 

Mr. Smiley thanked the members for their attendance. He had sent out invi- 
tations to 450 persons, 163 of whom had responded and were all present, or would 
be during the week. He expressed his desire that the spirit of the conference 
should be right. While the largest opportunity would be allowed in the ex- 
pression of opinion, he hoped that they would arrive at some harmonious con- 
clusion. The influence of the conference depended on the unity of action. Last 
year, said Mr. Smiley, we were favored in having as president one who ably took 
the place of him whom we so much loved and honored. We have always had as 
president here the chairman of our Board of Indian Commissioners. Dr. Gates 
IS the chairman of that Board; and, as he presided last year, I will nominate him 
as chairman.of this confbrence. Mr. Smiley then put the vote; and Dr.M. E. Gates, 
jwesident of Amherst College, was unanimously elected president of. the Mohonk 
Conference. 

ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT GATES. 

• 

Ladies and gentlemen, friends of the Indian: If I were to ask you, as I assume 
the duties of the trust which you impose on me, the customary question, "What 
is the pleasure of the meeting?" you would answer as one voice, " Our pleasure 
is the immediate and full preparation of all Indians for. the duties and privileges 
of Christian citizenship in the United States." That, it seems to me, is the pomt 
in this reform at which we have now arrived — substantial unanimity in the con- 
viction that there must be immediate preparation (even if it be preparation 
through some necessary failures and mistakes) — an immediate preparation of the 
Indians for citizenship in the United States. 

NO MORE *' WARS " WITH INDIANS. 

As we look over the events of the last year, there are two facts that seem to me 
to be sources of especial encouragement. You may be surprised that the chief 
event from which I .draw encouragement, as we look back upon it, is the outbreak 
in Dakota. The history of that event shows that it was managed as nothing of 
the kind has ever been managed in the history of this land. The time for any 
talk about a war between the Indians and the United States has forever passed. 
Hereafter we may deal with the Indians as rioters or murderers, if we must, by 
the forms of law. We may deal with the red men who are murderers and rioters 
by the same forms of law which we use in dealing with white men. The time has 
come when the United States Government is no longer to allow itself as a great 
power, on the one side, to declare war against a tribe of Indians as a foreign power, 
on the other side. The time for that method of dealing with Indians has forever 
passed. We can hereafter deal with them as they should be dealt with, not with 
each tribe as a little imperium in imperio, but with Indians as men and women 
dwelling upon our 3oil, subject to and supervised by the central Government, 
where they are not yet intrusted to the States, and to be governed by law. I 
think that the Dakota disaster shows that we shall not need to have taught us 
again the lesson of the difference between savagery and civilization. As we 
watched the progress of the dances that began these disorders, as the reports of 
eye-witnesses came to us, we saw the evidences of that peculiar narrowness in the 
field of vision that must attend upon savagery. We saw, when the passionate. ^ 
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Buperatitions sense thai they had been wronged took possession of tlieae men, it 
ehut out everything olse. Wo daw that for one brought up in the atruoaphepe of 
Christian civilization to enter the (lansGiousness of the aavag'e at such a time iB 
almost as impossible an it ia tor us U> g'et behind the great, blue, limpid ejes of 
the ox as he chews his cud in the pasture, and know how the world looks to hiiD. 
There is a tendency in the aavay:e mind to dwell on one idea, especially on the 
thought of wrong that has been done to him, until this idea dominates the whole 
being in a way that we, who are open to higher ideas, can not understand. If 
we havea little pi^e of ice to deal with, we say that artificial maans may be used 
to melt it off and get it out of the way ; but when wo meet auch gi-eat masaes 
of snow and ioe as the blizzard left about our houses a few years ago, we say, "It 
is of no use; we must let the sun do this work ! '' So, when wo see the latent 
power of resistance in savagery, the latent power for evil so easily kindled into 
action, we feel that there is but one hope : this mass of savagery must be broken 
up and dissolved. Light and heat must be got into it. It ha« become a profound 
conviction that the only way to deal with the Indian Question, the way to solva 
it, ia by the education, the Chris l.iani/.ation. of the whole race. In that war in 
Dakota — if you call it a war— the heroes ware not the young braves who were 
anxious to take scalps, nor the men of our own regular Army, not Gen. Miles, 
nor his assistants, thankfully as we recognize the wisdom of their stra,tegic move- 
ments and their wise decisions to prevent bloodshed by firm delay In attack. 
The heroes, after all, were Dr. Eastman and his wife, Mrs. Elaine Goodale East- 
man, as they cared for the wounded, and the Christian Indian men and women 
who held faithfully to their principles and to their convictions of duty through 
that period of intense excitement. It is these actors in that drama that we nTOd 
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Thei-eforo it aoems to me that there are two points which we want 
stantly before us during this conference. First, the time for fighting the Im 
tribes is passed. There may be Indian riots to be quelled : let us have no more 
Indian "wars." We do not believe in a standing array, but it should bean army 
of Christian school-teachers. That is the army that is going to win the victory. 
We are going to conquer barbarism, but we are going to do it by getting at the 
bai'bai-ians one by one. Wo are going to do It by that conquest of the individual 
man. woman, and child which leads U> the truest civilization. We are going to 
conquer the Indians by a standing army of school-teachers, armed with ideas, 
winning victories by industrial training and by the gospel of love and the gospel 
of work. 

The supreme question is the question of education. Napoleon said, " The only 
victories worth winning, the only victories of which we need never be ashamed, 
are those won over the domain of ignorance by the dissemination of ideas.'' Won- 
derful testimony from aman who knew the victories of force, who talked of """-- 
non's meat," as he called for the husbands and brothers of the French W' 
He summed iip the experience of his life in that saying ; "The only victo™ 
worth winning are those won over ignoranee," by tBe progres.t of ideas, 



How are these victories to be won? What reason have we to hope for _ 
subataatial progress now than past years have seen? We have often said, as ,.., 
have met here, " If we only had something likoacomprehonsive, far-seeing, pro* 
gressive policy of education, an adequate systemof schools for these Indian peo- 
ple! We now have such a system; and itisdirected, I believe, by a wise, aolear- 
hoaded Christian man, who has the courage of his convictions, who does not fear 
to express them everywhere, who is showing marked qualifications for his work, 
and is developing that power of patience and forbearance which is so essential 
in dealing with the working out in administration of a great moral question, 
when you come face to face with legislative and e^cecutivc delays. He is getting 
a wonderful development from experience along these lines, as any man must 
who works through our " circumlocution offloe." We can speak of our gratifloa- 
tion that such a man is in this position, and our hopu that there may be a per- 
manent carrying out of a Arm policy. We have before had superintendents and 
commissioners who were men of broad viewsand comprehensive plans; but, when 
they were well started incarryingouttheirplans. too often they have been put out 
of office, intheinterest of spoilsmen, and all the good that had beenaccomplished 
has disappeared. All their attempted reforms have fallen into ruins like a toy 
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castle buOt of cards, until [excepting Gen. Whittlesey and Gen. Fiak, neither 1 
of whom 1 evei' yet b«Ei[-d uxprees a seDimenl or a thought that was not full ot'l 
high courage in thiBroform)tnere was hardly any othermanof eKperienoein our J 
woi-k who has not at timee felt that It was uselesB to struggle, and that, if wefl 
held OQ in the work, we did so as a work of stern duty, and not with high hope* 
or ground for encouragement. 




Under those oircuTOstancee, we have repeatedly petitioned the Eieoutive and' 
Congress to give Us oivil-servi«e reform rules In the Indian Bureau. You will 
remember a conference here aome years since, when that was earnestly debated, 
and a special commiBsion went to Washington to urge it on the President, 
Every administration has promised much, but we have not seen anything ac- 
tually accomplished until quite recently, when there centered at Washington 
requests from many sources. Attheeloseof thelast foeetingol the Indian Com- 
missioners at Washington, in January last, at a conference witb President Har- 
rison, he expressed to us his sincere desire to do the right thing in this mattei 
and his purpose to act soon. We have now the beginning of reform In the sei'' 
ioe, and a promise for permanence for good men and good measures. In thi 
there is great cause for hope. Our superintendents of schools, teachers, matrons, 
and physicians, since October 1, come under the claaslfled civil service. The 
aminatious provided show how completely wise regulations may disprove ma 
aasertion that civil-aervlce reform mean? a school-boy examination which ealla 
only toe quickness of wit in answering conundrums in geography and arithmetic. 
The whole rafonn has begun hopefully. Less than a week ago these rules went 
into efTect. 



tion of civil-service rules to the appointmenta— I see a larger hope than 
 before. We may enter on our conference with this larger hope throwing its 
light over our dellbfivatlons. 

We have before us such a body as it is a delight to preside over. The only 
trouble is the embarrassment felt by the man who knows a good deal about elec- 
tricity, when he stands ina room full of Leyden jars, fully charged, and wonders 
how Be caa safely unload the jars and conduct to use the electricity stored there. 
There are so many accomplished speakers here, charged with enthusiasm and 
high ideas, that, with our limits of time and space, I shall have to claim your 
kind indulgence if all have not an opportunity to speak. 

We want first to hear what has been done this year from one who stands at thS 
center, Gen. Whittlesey, Then we hope to hear from workers in the field. Are 
we not driven more and more to the conclusion that the Inductive method is the 
best method in dealing with this intricate question — to get our facts first, and 
then to discuss the principles discernible when tacts are compared? There aro 
workers here whom we know, and who have had It suggested to them that they 
should speak. There are others who are not known to us all, but whose work 
our Master knows. Do not hesitate to let it he known that you have a message 
for us ; and. if you are one of the happy mortals who know how to put a message 
into five minutes or ten, we shall be doubly glad to get the message. But there 
will be some whom we can not hear. The finest things I have ever heard in 
these conferences have been said in speeches that "struck in," the first year, 
because they did not get themselves delivered. The speakers came again, and 
did not get rid of the speech that second time. And again it "struck m," until 
the single, central idea dominated the speaker day and night; and the third 
time we got it, and it was red hoti We want some of those speeches to-day, I 
think I see before me men who have gone away from earlier conferences feeling 
almost wronged because time failed for their intended speeches. We want the 
essence of these imdelivered speeches to-day. 
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It has been said that no reform has ever been carried to a successful issue In 
our country without the aid of noble-hearted women and of Christian ministers, 
It grows upon me profoundly, from year to year, the sense of what our sislerf 
18816 I 4 
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and wives, our daughters and mothers have accomplished 8lnci> they took u, 
this matter of Indian reform. This is eseentlally a philanthi-opic and Cbrifitiaa] 
reform. Whatever may be our views, our slight differences of view or differ- 
eoces that may seem to usprofound, we all gather here believing thattheLordof 
tbe worldie the Lord Jesus Christ: believing that eversinceGod himself became 
incarnate, for a man to see God truly, he must learn to see aomiithing of God In 
Mb fellow-man, and to work for his fellow-men. Wecome in the spirit of service. _ 



What do we ask for the Indiana? We want an unsectarian but a Christiaa^ 
eduealioo. We want to see Indiacs — I say it with revereni.lovo— we want to see 
Indian men and women not held aloof from Christian life by a etran^ tongue, 
but lifted into our Americfui civilization, and into a strong Christian life aa 
American citizens, through the medium of our own language- Thank God for 
his i-edeeming power made known in Btrang'e tongues '. But we do want to see 
Christian Indians — all Indiana — speaking the English language, and clothed 
with the educating reeponsihilities of American citizenship. 1 am impressed 
with the fact that there is no sate way to civilize the Indian except by letting 
him make some blunders. When we first niet at these conferences, many came 
in that spirit of sentimental romance which bas too long obscured our vit 
the needs of the Indian. There was much talk then about broken treatiei , 
about God's curse tor their breaking: and the record is a shameful one. Etut 
is not possible that 181, oix) miles of territory, more than all theNewEnglandar__. 
the Middle States, a territory almoat aa large as Franceor Spain, shall fe forever' 
kept out of civilization. It is too much to aak that the teeming life of America 
Bbal! be shut out of this great territory in order that the Indian may remain a 
savage and roam over it. The Indians have never had a proper tenure of that 
soil, such a tenure as leads to their full occupany of it or to their self-support in 
other ways thdin through huntine. We have come out of the spirit of romantic 
sentiment and have substituted the honest sentiment that the Indian must team 
to walk by walking. But we must give him law on the reservations and off the 
reservations. We must remember the true doctrine that the law ie a school- 
master, even for Christianization. We will take the law as a schoolmaster that 
shall lead the Indian from the lodge to the gospel. Regarding carefully their 
treaty rights in their essence, paymg into their educational funds a fair equiva- 
lent for tne land wo have assigned them, we will help the Indians to walk on into 
Christian manhood and citizenship in the United States. That our deliberations 
may tend to this end, I ask your cordial cooperation. 

On motion of P. C. Garrett, Mr. Joshua Davis, Mrs. Isabel 0. Barrows, 
Miss Ellen H. Bailey were elected secretaries. 

On motion of Dr, M. E. Striehy, Mi". Prank Wood, of Boston, was eleol 
treMurer. . 

On motion of Gen. G. Whittlesey, it was voted that a business committee 
twelve be appointed by the chair. The committee was appointed as follows: 
Dr. William H. Ward, Mrs. Amelia 9. Qulnton, Dr. M. E. Strleby, Mr. Philip 
C. Garrett, Mrs. Clinton B. Fisk, Mr. Frank Wood, Mr. Herbert Welsh, Miss 
Kate Foote, Dr. Charles L, Thompson, Mrs. Isabel O. Barrows, Dr. E. S. Mao- 
Arthur, and Mr. A. K. Smiley. , 

The opening address was "The Survey of the Year's Work,'' by Gen. E. Whifcj 
llesey, of Washington. 
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Our meetings a 



T crowded with interesting mattei' that 1 

„. „ __„. .jerefore confine myself to some bare facts, and leave 

unsaid what I do not know about Indian matters. 

The year since we last met has been a year ot very substantial and gratifying 
progress. It will take but a tew moments to show this. It has been signalized 
by very important legislation — more important than anything previous, except 
during the year 1S87, when the general allotment hill was passed. 

One act of legislation during the past year amended that general allotment 
Mil in some important pai'tlculars — equalizing allotments and declaring the 
rights of inheritance ot Indian children. 
Another measure of jfruat importance was the bill for the relief of the Missit 
Jadians ol Cailloi'nla; and etill another, a blli tor the relief of the Round Vall( 
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Indians in Oalifornia. Both measnres liad been carried through the i 
again and aa-ain bv (!iur honored friend, Senator Dawes; but last year it wi 
ried through the House by the efforts of the chairman of the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, Mr, B. H. Perkins. Those meaeurea have now become lawe, and 
commiesions have been appointed under them for the e.'caminatloa of ail ques- 
tions that have been in dispute for yeara, and for the survey of the various ■■ea- 
ervationa occupied by those Indians, and the allotment of their lands. Tliey 
also bring before the United States courts aJl queatioua of title that may oome 
up with regard to the rights of the Mission and Hound Valley Indians. 

The Indian appropriation bill passed last winter makes appropriation for the 
fiscaii year 18H2, which began the first day of July, ISyi. It contains ratifications 
of agreements with Indians, some of which have been tying unacted upon for 
several years. The agreoment with the Fottawattomles of Oklahoma, with the 
absentee Shawnees, with the Sac and Fox, the Cheyennes and Arrapahoes, the 
COBUr d'Alene of Idaho, the Fort Berthold Indians of North Dakota, the Sisse- 
tons of South Dakota, and the Crows in Moutana — all these have been ratified 
by CongreriS. and appropriations made for carrying them out involving several 
millions of dollars, a small part of which only is paid in cash. Where oash 
payments havo been provided it has been tocai'ry outold, previously-made trea- 
ties with the United States. Certainly that was the aaaa with the Sissetons. 
There was a treaty made with them in 1851, just forty years ago, by whioh tha 
Uiiited States bound itself to pay to these Indians certain money per capita. 
That was suspended ou accoimtof the outbreak in Minnesota in ISO^—thewhole 
o£ it — the innocent suffering with the guilty. The agreement with the Sissetuna 
provided that those annuiUes should be restored to the Sissetons, on the ground 
that they had remained loyal and firm friends of the whlt«5B during that terrible 
time. By these ratifications all the agreements are completed that have been 
made and which were remaining unratified until the last Congress, exoeptiug 
one with the Southern Utes, which many of us hope will remain pigeon-holed for 
a zood many years to come. 

The allotment of lands has been ^oing on during the past year with Increas- ' 
Ing success. The number of patents issued Is 2,104. AUotmenls have been made 
and approved and patents ordered to 2,830 In addition. Allotments have been 
made, examined at the Indian Office, and are I'eady for approval by the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to the number of 1,520. Allotments have been received at 
the Indian Office, but not yet taken up for examination, to the number of 314 
during the past year. 1 may say that, looking baek during the years since the 
allotment bill was passed in 1887, a large numtor of Indiana have become citizens 
of the United States. That bill made at once 10,122 Indians full citizens of the 
Tlnited States, because, under the provisions of pi-evlous acts, they had received 
aUotmente and patents te land. It also made citizens of 3,072 who had been pre- 
viously freed from tribal relations, and had taken on the habits of civilized life. 
So that under the provision of that bill we have now at least iti,000 citizens of 
the United States who were not citizens before, and there are some 4,000 others 
besides those of the Indian Territory waiting the completion of the work who 
will, within another year, become citizens. 

Now, the effect of this work of allotment has heen, as you know, to bring up 
many perplexing questions to answer, many difficult problems Xo solve, regard- 
ing rights, justice, authority, and jurisdiction; and it has thrown upon the In- 
dian OlSce a vast amount of labor in addition to what it had to perform in the 
regular routine of its wovk, and has given to our honored and able Commissioner 
a work to do which no one pi-eviously holding tliat office has had to do. There 
is, therefore, an urgent demand for a large iucreaee of force to help him to meet 
the present needs of his position. The effect, also, of this allotment, has been to 
reduce the ai'eas of Indian reservations. Two years ago there were, counting all 
the little Mission Indian reservations in Southern California as ono, and all the 
Puehloe in New Mexico as one. 138 reservations, compi-ising 104,314,349 acres of 
land. During the year 181)0 these reservations were reduced to tlie amount of 
12,000,000 acres, and during 1391 they have b^n reduced .S,0(IO,OoOmore. I quote 
round numbers only. So something over 20,000,000 aci-es have btien cut off from 
reservations and added to the public domain, and these have been, or are soon to 
be, thrown open te the settlement of whites. 

In education very siibstantial progress has been made during the past year. 
In the first place, the appropriations made by the last Congress for the current 
fiscal ^ear, which began July 1, 1$\H, and extends to the end of June, 1892, for 
education are *2,2W,tioO — an increase over the present year of 20 per cent, 
thi^amount $801,000 are allowed tor the support of cioiArwA w^wii*.- "Vna 



I 

I 



I 



I 



p^ 



EEPOKT OF THE IIOAKD OF INDIAN C0MMIS8H 




is espended (or the Bupport of Indian schoola of ail grades. Since the admlnit 
Iration of our present Commieaioner five new industrial Bchoolshave been organ- 
ized and are in operationjand live more are undei' way and will be organized in, 
the present fiscal jrear. The total enrolment of the achools now of all grades, 
Including mieaion Bchools, 18 17,826; thatis,aboutono-half thesohoolpopSatioc. 
This ia an increase over the previous year of 1,54!). The average attendance has 
been 13,5t!8, an increase over the previous year of 1 ,336. One hundred Indians 
are now attending public echoolB under a special arrangement, by which the 
Bchoola receive $10 per annum for their tuition. 

I Intended to say a word about another matter which indicates substantial pro- 
greea, and that is the extension of civil-aervice rules into jjartof the Indian serv- 
ice, but it has been sufficiently alluded to by our chairman. These brief state- 
ments speak for tht>niBelvea. No comments of mine can add to their interest or 
value. They certainly show that the year has been full of work, and indicate 
mai-ked progress ; and they furnish us a hopeful outlook for the future, 

Mr. Wheolook, an Indian from the Carlisle Indian industrial school, ^ 
%o speak. The following is an abstract of his remarks : 

Mr, Wheelock. There is one point upon which I can not agree with your 
president. 

President Gates. We welcome debate. 

Mr. Wheelock. Ho tells us that we have a farseein^ policy. I do not ^ue 
tion that, but I question whether it ia a oompiele policy. It is like making 
dog house with a big door for the big dog, and then shutting the door, and mak- 
ing a little hole, and then having to squeeze the dog to go into that hole. It 
BeemB to me that is exactly what we are doing with the Indian, The United 
States Government claims to have facilities for educating all its people, that it 
hiw a wide door through which its subjects can pass, to become oitizena of this 
Republic. Then, I ask, why does it not let the Indian come in at that door? 
Why does it close that, and make a smaller hole and expect the Indian to squeeze 
through that? That Is what we are doing when we establish Indian sohools. 
That is what we are doing when we try to educate the Indian by putting iiim 
aside and treating him as a special being. That method will never succeed. If 
the Indian is ist^eezed through that little hole, some of his limbs will be left out. 
If we want the Indian lo be a good citizen, we want him to have the use of all his 
limbs. The United States Government does w>t want educated Indiana, hut it 
wants educated citizena. If the Indian boy Btarts out and stops at the day achool, 
the benefit that the United States gets from that Indian doea not amount to 
much. But if he goes through the day school, through the boarding school, 
through Carlisle or Hampton, and then becomes a citizen of the United States, 
the BOlution of the Indian queation, so far as that man is ooncerned. haa been 
efTeoted. That ia what we want— to have the Indian become an individual. We 
must teach him to have a conaclonce which will respond to the voice of dutyand 
reBponsibiiity. We must teach him the first principles of this free Government. 
We moBt teach him that, in order to be a good citlKen of this Republic, he must 
know the power that lies in the elective franchlBe, he must know how to think, 
he must know how t« make his ballot think. In order to do that, the Indian 
must be taught beside the white man who knows what it ia, who has patriotlam 
and devotion to hia country, and who knows how to act in a free repuolic. We 
must put him by the side of the white schoolboy. We must put him into the 
public achool. You ftnd the aolution of the Indian problem only whan you coo- 
descend to have your children with the children of the red man educated to- 
gether and trying their mettle together. 

A paper was then read by Charlea Pranoia Meserve, superintendent ._ ._ 
Haskell Institute, Lawrence, Kana., entitled "The present status of highi 
education for the Indian.'' 
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THE PRESENT STATUS OF HIGHER EDUCATION FOE I 
(By CbarleB Franr^H Meserve.] 



It may seem presumptuous to those of you who have been a long time 
work, and have borne the burden and heat of the day, that a late comer and 
compai-aiive novice, who has seen only two years in the service, should dar 
address this conference on the above subject. It is, however, ' 
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audlUii-s. And, further, since ouv genial and genei'ous hoat, only a jot of whose 
geniality is in h.is name, has bidden me Ui this wedding feaet, where the ooa- 
tracting parties, on the one liand, are warm-beat'ted Christian philanthropy, 
and, on the other, a not fully awakened public sentiment, how could I oome with- 
out having- on the wedding- gurmentof preparation, lest I be cast into outer dark- 
neHB, amid w^iag and gnaehing of teeth such as we experience when conscience- 
amilten because duty is undone and opportunity nejfleoted? 

The term " higher," as applied to Indian education, ie used only In a compar- 
ative sense, to designate the training that is given in the targe industrial schools.. 
It is not, in reality, proper to dealsnate it even as high; for these echools in 
their literary departments have seldom attempted anything in advance ol the 
studies of tho highest grade o£ a wall-organized city grammar school. Scai"Cely 
a.ny of these institutions have been In existence long enough to prepare pupils 
for graduation. The public schools of Springfield, Mass., are equal to the best 
in the land. The course of study from tne time of entering the primary until 
leaving the grammar echool covers nine j^ears, and it Harvard or Smith is the 
goal ofyouthful ambition, four years additional in the high echool are required. 
From the time Carl and Alice leave the nursery untD they proudly learn that 
Harvard and Smith have received them without conditions, thirteen long years 
have elapsed. They have been guided during these years by skillful, interested, 
and in many instances highly educated and cultured teachers, whose every effort 
has been supplemented and seconded by counsel, encouragement, admonition, 
and every proper incentive that could be suggested by a mother's love and a 
father's prldo. 

Not one of these industrial schools has been in operation for thirteen years, 
and only one of them has sent out a graduating class ; and yet, now and then, 
we read in the public press what miserablo failures the graduates of Carlisle 
tlniversity and Haskell College prove to be; that these Institutions are anything 
but successful, and that the money spent for their maintenance la worse than 
wasted, because the so-called graduates are sent back out of harmony with' the 
reservation life, discontented, and unwilling to resume their former modes of 
living. Would you think it just to pass unfavorable judgment upon the baker's 
loaf, when you insisted upon n is takmg it out of the oven before it was half done? 
These statements have been made so frequently and are repeated with such pei"- 
alel«ncy that it is but just for those who stand in responsible positions as heads 
of these institutions testate facts as they exist. PupUaarereceivedat these train- 
ing schools for a period no longer than five years. It is true they can enter for 
a second term, though, as a matter of fact, the majority do not. They come to 
us, even the older and larger, as a rule, attaching slight importance U> virtue, 
chaetil}[, honor, truthfulness, and abstinence from the use of narcotics and aico- . 
holic stimulants. The majority of those who now come can read and write, yet I 
in five yeai-s we are expected to turn them out well educated and fitted to sup- ] 
port themselves. Is not the demand absurd upon the face ot it'? 

That the average Indian boy and girl can master, with comparative ease and 
readiness, the rudiments of an English education. Including the speaking of 
English well, and also acquiring considerable skill in all the mechanical arts, 
has been proven beyond a shadow of a doubt. If there are to-day any doubters, 
their doubts can readily be removed by visiting any ot these schools where the 
cultivation ot the menial powers and the training Of the hand, the ear, and the 
eye are all carried on harmoniously and simultaneously. In comparing the In- 
dian with the white child in his school life, it must also be borne in mind that 
in the industrials schools only half of the day is given to work of a literary 
nature, the other half being devoted to various mechanical pursuits, such as 
farming, gardening, shoemafcing, harness-making, and many others. 

The problem that Is presented to the superintendent of a large Government 
industrial training school is how to get his pupils, what to do wifli them after ha 
has them, what will become of them after they have gone out from under his 
control, and the estimate that the public places upon Us work. There is little 
difficulty in retaining Indian pupils after they have once been enrolled in the 
schools and become accustomed to the necessary restraint and the routine that 
the performance of daily duties invariably calls tor. Although the contrast be- 
tween theirformer and school life is very marked, yet, after they have passed 
through a period of homesickness such aa white children are accustomed to when 
they leave home, they fall readily into the new ways, the new lite, and tho n — 
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meftiods. Lot us see tor a moment what this means to them— frequently an en- 
tire change in wearing apiiarel. living conditiotls of an entirely different and 
eanitary nature, regularity in meals, in sleep, in exercise, and in work, and. 
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learning to speak and write In a foreign tongue. The eoiaplaint was formerly 
maae that you oould not educate Indians. Since It baa been clearly shown that 
they can be educated, the aalui'e of the attack has been chanwed. When we go 
out after Indian pupils, varions objections are mat with. There is very fre- 
quently an unwillingaeas on the part of the Indians themselves to their children 
going away from home, and this in very many instances ie fostered by the whit«s 
themaelveB on the reservation. A ralasionary once said to me. "' If I eouldhave 
all oF the children, at home, instead of their heing sent away, I could do some- 
thing with these people." But, after conversing with him and finding out what 
the hindrances to bis work were and what his plans were, it seemed to me that 
everything he was doing was t-ending to keep them Indians. Sometimes opposi- 
tion is experienced on the part of teachers themaelyes in Governmunt schools, 
who say, "These tr'aining schools wish to take away our older and brighter chil- 
dren, and leave us only the younger and less advanced." Thla is true ; the train- 
ing schools do wish to receive the older and brighter children. What estimate 
would we put upon the headmaster of Exet«r. or of the Boston Xialln School, if 
ho were to say to Harvard or Yaie, " You want to take from us the older and 
brighter of our young m?n?" It Is just what is expected. It is just what ought 
to be done, and in this lies the greater encouragement to the schools of a lower 
grade from which the brighter and more advanced pupils come. 

The remark is also made in this connection that these larger schools, at a 
distance, not only receive our brighter and older pupils, hut that they claim the 
credit for all that has been done for them, while, as a matter of fact, these pu' I 
pils were started upon their education in the reservation schools, and some were I 
there for several yeai's. Far be it from me to detract one iota from the reserva!- ^ 
tion schools. I say most emphatically that those who manage the larger scboolB ' 
coidd not do their work, were it not for the intelligent, earnest, and aelf-saorl- 
ficing efforts of the teachers of the reservation schools; and let me, once (or 
all, disclaim any intent or desire for the training schools to take to themselves 
a greater share of credit tor their work than belongs to them. The (act is that 
the schools of all the various grades are important and essential factors of tha < 
system, and one can not do without the other. It is sometimes urged by parents 1 
against the training schools that, in sending their children so (ar, their health. I 
is injured because of a change of oUmate ; and there are white peiroie who en- 
courage them in this. I never yet have heai-d of while parente in Portland oP 
San Francisco or Denver objecting to sending their sons and daughters to Har- 
vard and Yale, to Smith and Wellealey, because it would be injurious from a 
standpoint of health. You can scarcely go Into any nook or corner of our broad 
land without finding people permanently living there who were raised huadreda 
o( miles distant. The objection to Carlisle and Haskell on the score of health. ' 
because of remoteness from home is untenable even from the Indian's standpoint. | 
He 1b migratory by nature, having lived, at various times, hundreds of milea 1 
from his present reservation. The habitat of the American Indian Is no more> J 
permanent than that of the American white man or the American Negi'O. 

A careful examination of facts shows that the health condition of pupils : 
training schools is far superior to that in the Indian's home life. The fact is thai 
Indiana die in much larger numbers on their reservations than they do inthe'" 
training schools, or, (or that matter, in the i-eservation schools. During the prev- 
alence of the grippe the last two years, at Haskell and Carlisle there wore five 
hundred or more cases, not one o! which proved fatal. In one Indian tribe in the 
Indiwi Territory that numbered SOT by the actual enrollment on January 1, there 
were, during the following three roo'nths, nearly fifty deaths. This was at the 
time when the epidemic waaritging in the schools, where no death occurred (rom 
this cause. The Indian, as a rule, is tenacious in clinging to his habits and his 
associations, and he desires nothing more than to let alone in his barbarism and 
degradation; and there are enough whites, some of poor blood, and others of 
more sentiment than sense, who come in contact with him to encourage him in- 
opposing ail of these influences that are going to elevate his children. If not him- J 
Befi. Even with quite Intelligent Indians, distrust of whites is a very important,* 
obstacle in the way of educating the children. Not long since I endeavored, to 1 
persuade a half-breed mother that it would be for the interest of her daughter t(^•^ 
take a course at Haskell. I saw that, il she was not sent away to school, e"" " 
would soon be married, and become the ordinary camp Indian girl, though n 
bright, attractive, and anxious to ko away. I used ray power o( persuasion \o 
the bast of my ability, and. after laboring for a long time, the mother replied. 
"You white folks do make me tired. My father was a white man. He suddenly 
died. He was possessed of a large amount of land; and, through the ti'ickery : 
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r realized from it one pauny. That land 
^ ^ there, and on ttie property that was my 

father's, and that by right, is his children's, is now api-uad out a lai-go town." 
These were her last words. I could tell bj the look of uidignatioa and injustice 
oa her intellitrent fao3 that she had this additional thought in her mind, "And 
if the whilos dispossass ua of our property, do they bIbo wish to dispossess ms of 
my daughter?" Nothing but fair, squara. plain dealing, with all promiaeB lived 
up to and all pledges kept, cancauso the Indians to havecoafldenuj in the whites. 

The queatrion ia often asked, What baoomea of the83 hoys and girla after they 
have oompleit'd their oourH? at these Indian schools? Nearly allgobaek to their 
former homes; and, as a rule, they refuss lo adopt th sir former habits and former 
ways of living. In many instances they are compelled tp, for the reason that 
there is no other course open to them. A week's visit on "any important Indian 
reaervation will enable you soon to piuk out thosrf who have been away to school, 
and you will see there still remains the bonellt of the training received. Thay 
are moi-o industrious, and, as arulu, ai-e the ones that occupy the more prominent 
positions, auch aa Interpreters and aseistants In various capacities at the agen- 
cies. They are also more willing to work and desirou!! of engaging in farimng 
operations. On a recent viait to a reservation that for Bome years had been 
fnendly to education, I found there were 1.200 acres of land sown to winter wheat — 
amuchlar^'ernumbii- thanevoi' before— and the Indians were planning to make 
the numbor still larger in the year to come. 

A word more with referenca to the Indian boys and girls after they return 
home. A year ago I had the opportunity of attending a pipe-dance among two 
well-known tribes. Among the large number engaged in this dance there was 
only one who had ever been away to an Indian school. There were several 
graduates and former studonta of Haskell and Carlisle there at the dance, but 
only one participated. This was to me a, very encouraging sign, for only a few 
years ago these jjoung men would have baen only too eager to have distinguished 
tiiemselves in this way. One of the young men present, a graduate of a training 
eehool, had recently married a graduate of another training school. I was very 
anxious to find out something in regard to their home life. 

It ia my aim to teach the Indian young men that, when they have become mar- 
ried and have iiomes of their own, they should not treat Iheir wives as their ' 
fathers did, but rather as the best white people treat their wives. When I asked 
him if he out the wood and did the other hard work, he, remembering former 
instruction, said that he did all such work himself. I was not satisfied with his 
reply and asked the young Indian wife. She Baid that she cut the wood, carried 



me that he did. I told her that I was sorry for her lot in life, and that such work 
ought not to be done by her: and she, with teara in her eyes, said: ■' Won't you 
tell him so? Won't you go and talk with him? " This was another very encour- 
aging sign: for camp girls submit to these thines as a matter of course, without ^ 
any complaint, never thinking that there can be anything better for them. If 
you think, however, this is true of Indians alone, quietly make inquiry of white 
wives, and your high opinion of white man may poaaibly receive a sudden shock. 

Although there ar,) diacouragementa and obstacles to ba overcome as in all 
kinds of work, yet there are many signs of encouragement, and the future is fu" 
of hope. 

Said a Moh^va chlaf to me somi months ago, aftar spending several days i 
viaitin'f Hoskoll Instltutj: ''Th^ Mohavas have had no school. Mohaves must ] 
have school. I go Washington and toll Great Father Mohavesmust have school. 
Indians can learn lik : whit? children. Make wagons, talk and write English, 
made aboes, mike everything." This same chief w is vary much intereatod in 
our brass band. He had never seen a band before, or heard the muaio of one. 
It was the one thing above all others that interested him. When he went away 
he came in tbe uaual formal Indian wtiy to shake hands with me and bid me 
good-bye: and this was his speech: "Haakell good. Haskell go jd all around. 
Hookarow [for that was his name] sad ; yes. Hookarow aad. Hookarow wish ha I 
young again. If Hookarow young, Hookarow go to Haskell, get education, stay 1 
all th? tin-. Uir-i tt ula/ oti the band.'' 

A few years ago a distinguish od visitor from a Northern State stood h 
ppeaenes of a large colored school in Atlanta. Near the closa of his address he J 
said to thi.'.m : " ( am going North in a few days. What message shall I carry tt 
your fi'ionilhi there ":"" A bright little negro boy rose and said, '' Tell ura we'r« 
risin'. sur." On thra Irtth of last Mav I was ualldd to Boston by the death of mj 
ather. Bijfure le.ivtng Haskell, I told the pupila thatl was going East, and that 1 
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I should doubtlL'SS mett many people who would make inquiry oonoeruing- tteir 
progress in school aad the vai'ious traders, asd 1 said, " What message ihall I ' 
carry them?" An earueat Christian young man, a Comanche, rose and aald, " Tell 
them we have the t^ame God, the same Bible, and the same chui-ch." This 
young man was very much intoreated in the Young Men's Christian AssociatioQ, 
and doubtless had this in mind tvhen he used the word '' church." 

We find that Indian boys and girls, like white boys and girls, have their am- 
bition awakened to further advanoementa. Not long ago one o£ the boya ca 
to me and said, " Next year I want to study algebra." I replied that we had J 
never had a class in algeora, and wondered why he wished to take up this branch  
of mathematios. He said; " I have been Hcratching my head and thinking about j 

this a good deal. I understand ■""" " --- - '-- ' " -- — -i - - '  

I do not understand how you ( 
much like to know." 

Some weeks ago X was on a steamer with a company of Indian pupils i 
to Haskell Institute. We were aaUing down one of the many beautiful bays 
that branch From Lake Michigan. Quite a number of the parents aad relatives 
were with the pupils to accompany them for a couple of hours. Juat betoi-e leav- 
ing the steamer, they all gathered together on the bow of the boat, got out their 
hymn-books, and sang several hymns in their native tongue, and closed by sing- 
ing In English ''Sweet By and By," and other familiar hymns. An elderly gen- 
tleman, who, I afterwards learned, was a superannuated Methodist clergyman, 
seemed greatly interested in the singing. I asked him if he knew these Indi- 
ans; aad he said that, although now beyond the period, of active service, he had 
worked among them as a missionary for nearly thirty years. "Thirty years 
ago," he continued, '"I came among thia iieople. They were then living m bark 
houses and wearing blanketa, To-day they allUvelncomlortabl«houses, nearly 
alt are Christians, regularly attend cnuroh, and are anxious to have their chil- 
dren educated. Thia hte bean accompUahed in thirty years. It rejolcea my 
heart to see their children go away where they can obtain an education and a 
trade, and thus he prepared to compete with other races in the battle ot lite." 
The contrast was indeed marked. Only thirty yeara ago, degradation and igno- 
rance: to-day, civilization and education. Surely, the weakest spirit in the !&• 
dian Work ought to take courage from even one experience like this. 

Recently one who is interested in Indian education said to me ,  ' I hope you will 
ask for very little for Haskell Institute for the coming year, for we want to do 
all we can for the reservation schools.'' It seems to me that this remark is baaed 
upon the mlsapprehenaioD ot not merely the importance but the necessity for 
the higher education of Indian youth. It is the history of education the 
world over that the elementary .schools do not thrive unless there is a class of j 
higher educational institutions ot a high grade. There are States, cities, and 1 
towns that are prominent for their educational standing : and in allot these you | 
will find that colleges, technical aad nornaal schools, and high schools are atren- , 
uously maintained, and are recognized as incentives in keeping up the lower 
schools to a proper standing. Go with me to a community where the public 
schools are poor, and there you will And a poor high school, if you find any at 
all. This principle has long been recognized. As early as 1636 the general 
court of Massachusetts Bay voted £400 Tor a school or college. Thia was the 
beginning of Harvard College, Two ^ears later regular instruction began. It 
would be, indeed, a fatal mistake to thmk that the cause of Indian education could 
be advanced by taking from one grade or kind ot work and adding to another." 
Both the higher and the elementary are indispensable, and the results desired 
can not be achieved if either suffers. 

While the caua^ of Indian education has made rapid progress since the first 
appropriation of 820,0iX)was made, in 1877, there is yet room for sttll greater 
progress. There are yet hundreds — yea, thousands — of Indian children in degra- 
oatton and barbarism, who have no education, even of the mAst rudimentary 
nature. The only way that these children can be brought into school is by com- 
pulsion. It iA with Indians just as it is aoiong whites. You will find in those 
States where compulsoi'y laws for education arc in force that oppoaitlon is always 
met with from the more iguorant people. Oppoaition of the same character is 
met with on the part of the Indians. If the Indiansare to be civilized, elevated, 
and made self-sustaining a^ citizena of thia country, their childi-en, as soon as 
they arrive at school age, should hi: put in school, and the strong arm of the law 
should be invoked if m.'cussary. 

The work of educating, elevating, and civilizing the Indian demands that the 
educational and agency departments should be placed U]}on a plane of impartial 
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civil aervioe ; and it is an oocoslon foi- profouad satiefactiou that President Har- 
tiioa hae already taken action in this direction. This is a work that can not be 
aocomplialied if left to the whim, caprice, and political partlsanahip of the spoils 
eyatam. Indian education, like all other education, demands that there stiould 
lie in charge ot it those who understand its underlying- principles, and who are 
willing to give it self-aacrificing devotion. Frequent changes, when competent 
persons are occupying iwaitlons that they are willing to continue in, can work 
harm, and only harm. A work ot such a peculiarly trying nature as that of con- 
ducting Indian schools, and ol managing agency affairs, especially demands 
that there should be no changes except for cause. This will never be accom- 
plished until the people rise in their might and say that this work shall be 
managed in accordance with those principles which are necessary in carrying 
on any nrivat* business, or any educational institution like Harvard or Yale, or 
the well-managed public schools of any city, town, or village. No parent ever 
thinks of asking to what political party the teacher of his child in the village 
Bchool, the seminary, the normal school, or the college belongs. Is the teacher 
of good moral character, competent for the work, and one from whom good in- 
ftuenoes continually emanate? These arethequeationsaaked, Frequent changea, 
not only of policy but of employSa in the Indian work, both In the school and 
in the agency work, made solely for political reasons, as a rule result only in 
harm. Next to competency nothing is mot's important In Indian work than a 

reasonably permanent tenure of -"■-- " — ij.-.Ti-.i-. i — i 1 i-u^ i — ,i _< 

Harvard University tor twenty- 
might almost say there have been twenty-one Commi 
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policies of action ! The Commissioner of Indian Ailairs, whoever may hold that 
office, ought to be beyond the reach of the spoils system. The head of a great 
work like this should be selected Cor a special business and educational fitness for 
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n the position, so that there might be 

.. _. ^ . _.. .J superintend the carrying out of this 

policy in all of its various ramifications. A prominent worker in the Indian 
cause in Canada informed me during the past summer that the reason that they 
had had so little trouble with the Canadian Indians was that they had a reason- 
able civil service. It was expected that, when an official was seleeted as Indian 
agent, he would remain, if he showed proper fitn.^ss for the position, tor a long 
term ot years, and everything in relation to hia office was of such a nature as lo 
make iPdeairable for him to remain. While there should ba a reasonable cer- 
tainty as w tenure ot office, it must be understood that there are no sine-cures In 
the Indian service, but rather that every position ia a eum-cure. 

It is my firm belief that the Indian question never will be solved until the In- 
dian, like any other man, is placed upon his feet, stops receiving the bounty ot 
the Government, and ia compelled to take care of himself, like any other man. 
There is nothing that will sooner degrade a white man than to live In Idleness, 
continually receiving and never giving. Indians need to lie taught the divine 
truth that it is more blessed to give tliaa receive. Let the United Stales Gov- 
ernment allot him a reasonable amount ot land, assist him with various farming 
iipplements, and aid him in building himself a house and barn, educate hia chil- 
dren, give him a fair chance, make him a citizen in fact as well as in name, an 
then, with the parting injunction, " Root, hog, or die," leave him to his own 
GKcrtions, like any other man. 

Miss Hattie Longwolf, an Indian fi'om the Carlisle School, was invited to speak. 
The following- is an abstract from Miss Lonffwolf's speech; 

" In the fall of 18S7 I was bi-ought with other Sioux boys and girls to Captain 
Pratt's school. I came from my home in the tent, in my wild dress. Little did 
I think I had come to spend many years getting knowledge. I w^as much dis- 

Eileased with my new home and surrounduigs, and was cross to think I had to 
save my people and begin a new life. The night was dark. The stars must have 
shone, but I did not notice them. People sav you can never make anything out 
of a red man. but I can testify that we have oeen lifted out of our ignorance. I 
did not want to wear citizens' clothes, I thoughtlmightbewell enough pleased 
to stay if I were only permitted to wear my blanket and si)eak my own native 
tongue. But our blankets and motToaains were taken away, and shotis were given 
to us. I thought I could neveV stond In the shoos. They were like roller skates 
to a beginner. It was a very hard task to learn English, but I found that. If I 
did not at first succeed, I must try, try again. I gave up many times learning 
it; then I would always begin again. We represent forty-eight different ti "" " " 
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at the Carlisle school. None of us will ever regret our school-days there. We 
have been taught to use our hands as well as our minds: and the girls can sew 
and do laundry work and cook, and the boys learn different trades. We have 
three circles of King's Daughters. We have our meetings on Sundays, and on 
week-days we sew and make little things to sell, and with the money we get in 
this way we help the poor." 

President GATES. I never saw that little silver cross (that always appeals to 
me when I see it over a sister's heart) where I felt that it was more truly em- 
blematic of what the Master himself, who dealt with such infinite tenderness with 
womanhood, and whose last message from the cross was for the care of his own 
mother, would have it symbolize. As Miss Long wolf wears it, it speaks of the 
kind of teaching our Indian brothers and sisters must have before they can come 
into our Christian civilization. 

Mr. A. K. Smileyi chairman of the commission to visit the Mission Indians in 
California, was asked to speak with reference to work there. 

Mr. A. K. Smiley. There are in Southern California about 3,000 Mission In- 
dians, so called from their relation to the early Catholic missions, established 
in the early part of the last century. A bold range of mountains extends for a 
hundred miles in a northerly course, from the Mexican border to Mount San 
Bernardino, dividing the richer and more inhabitable lands on the Pacific coast 
from the dreary Colorado desert on the east. These Mission Indians are mainly 
located in little bands in the small valleys at the base of these mountains, and 
some of them in valleys and mesas at an elevation of more than six thousand 
feet. Quite a number of them live in the forbidding Colorado desert, lying be- 
tween the Colorado River and the above-named mountains. There are about 
forty separate villages of these Indians, the largest of which contains less than 
two hundred persons. Under Mexican rule these Indians chiefly lived on fer- 
tile lands near the coast, and had, in most cases, a good possessory title to the 
lands they occupied, from which they have been driven by the rapacity of the 
whites. Some bene volent people called the attention of the United States Gov- 
ernment to the necessity of early action to prevent the pauperization and exter- 
mination of the whole race, and in 1873 and 1874 two separate special agents 
were sent out to inquire into their necessities and to devise some plan for their 
relief. The result of their investigations was the establishment of nine reserva- 
tions by Executive order. In 1883 Mrs. Helen Hunt Jackson and Abbott Kin- 
ney, esq., madfe an exhaustive report on the condition and needs of the Mission 
Indians; and some one — I suppose Mrs. Jackson, though I do not certainly 
know — drew up a bill. 

Senator Dawes. Yes, she drew it up herself. She gave it to me. 

Mr. Smiley. I am glad to know its origin. It was an admirable one. That 
bill passed the Senate through the instrumentality of our honored friend, Sensr 
tor Dawes, three times, but failed in the House. On the 12th of January, 1891, 
the bill of Mrs. Jackson, with some modifications, became a law. I was living at 
the time in Redlands, Cal., overwhelmed with work — building roads, grading 
grounds, planting orange and fruit trees, and getting ready to build a larger 
house, and was not aware of the passage of the bill. In the midst of my press- 
ing work I received a telegram from Mr. Noble, Secretary of the Interior, asking 
me if I would serve on the Mission Indian Commission if appointed, to which I 
consented, supposing the Commission had reference to the settlement of some 
vexed questions at Banning that I had been laboring to have adjusted. When 
the bill arrived with instructions, I found there was nearly a year's work. How- 
ever, I concluded to hold on to the work, fearing that some one might take my 
place, should I resign, who would fail to carry out the benevolent intent of the 
law. When the other members of the Commission, Prof. C. C. Painter and 
Judge J. B. Moore of the superior court of Michigan, arrived, we began the 
work assigned us. We are expected to select reservations for all the various 
bands or villages of Indians, which selection, when approved by the President 
and Secretary, will be patented to the band or village, and made inalienable for 
twenty-five years. When, in the judgment of the Secretary, the Indians of any 
band are capable of managing their lands in severalty, the land previously 
patented to the band will be divided, and individual patents issued, inalienable 
as before. Judge Moore and I, in company with Mr. Lewis, the law adviser of 
the Mission Indians, took an extensive tour through Southern California, visit- 
ing the greater part of the villages of Indians, holding councils with them, in- 
quiring into their needs, learning about intruders, ascertaining the amount of 
valuable land occupied by Indians, ascertaining the boundaries of land, etc. The 
Indians are deeply interested in our work. They, as a rule, want more land than. 
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can poBaibly be obtained tor them at t.liia 1atii day, when nearly all good land is 
secured to whites : and their desires, as is natural, outcun their actual needs. 
The sWvy of their expulsion from their homes, and the numei'ous wrongs in- 
flicted upon them, was very touching. Wehope by the letof February to nntBh 
the principal part oE our work. It is impOBsible to please all the Indians, as 
they, as a rule, want moi-e land than they canuseprofltafily. We shall endeavor 
to secui-e a home for all, trjine cot to pauperize tnem, but giving them a chance 
to go to work and earn their living under the protection of law, hoping they 
may in time become valuable citizens oF the State. 

VtisB Kate Foote was then asked to spsak on the same subject. 
. Miss PooTE. The first teaching that the Indian needs is that he has got to 
work and earn his own living : and the white man haa got to learn that he must 
respect the rights of the Indian. The people of California look upon all persons 
who insist that the Indian has rights as Eastern sentimentalist**. You have 
heard from what Mr. Smiley has said that he does not take the sentimental view 
with the Indian, nor with the white man, either. 

Mrs. A, S. QuiNTON. I have just visited the Mission Indians, and should like 
to speak of what I saw if there were time. I fli-st went to the Government eohool 
at CoahuUIa. where Mrs. Salsberry is teacher, and saw thet«, as in other schools, 
a clear solution of the educational Indian question. The teachera were compe- 
tent, earnest, and Christian, and were doing their work in a true missionary 
spirit. And they were not only teachers, friends, and advisers of the pupils, but 
of the people aa well, having spaciai Influence and success in temperance work. 
There iiad been a great change in this matter at Coabuilla; for, though a feast 
had been in progress tor some days, there had been little drinking, and the In- 
dians were quiet, and glad to see new friends, and seemed eager to hear of new 
work and new ideas. They were deeply interested in the new commission, and 
seemed to Feel that they should really get their lands. They had too large ideas 
of the amoimt needed, thougji one can not reasonably sympathize with the gen- 
tleman who thought .^ acres enough for any Indian family. If an alfalfa patch 
for keeping a pony and & cow, a garden, orchard, and enough to earn a suit of 
clothing and a little pin money, to say nothing of bread, are granted, ■'i acres 
will not suffice. We visited the homes and saw the people in them, and found 
them more civilized and comfortable than we had expeelea ; while the maps and 
drawings of the children showed good work and ambitions. The captain of the 
village was a man of pleasant face, and seemed to have aspirations for himself 
and for his people. The houses were of adobe, and some in a tumble-down state. 
A great deal of moral Instruction is needed. There is much gambling among 
them. This vice is hai'd to eradicate, and especially so from the fact that many 
whites among them are given to it. Mrs. Salsburry is doing all that she can 
for the people; and a new industrial teacher has now been appointed, who la 
doing good work among the women and girls. 

We visited Agua Caliente and its hot sulphur springii, and saw that these are 
coveted by white pien. Some of these would gladly open a sanitarium there, and 
have tried to get possession of the land. A hospital for the Indians should be 
built at that point, though it need not be an expensive building. These Indians 
would use a hospital, and there is kind feeling between them and the teachers 
and our own woi-kers among the Mission Indians. We attended one ol their 
councils, and heard them discuss the land que-stion, and the case of white intrud- 
ers among them, very intelligently. They did not look savage nor speak like 
savages, but wei-e calm, and, as our chairman prefers, gave facta and let others 
draw the conclusions. The Indian women gladly heard ol our work and asked 
questions, and with emphasis asked for another uitervi°w, which was promised 
them. There is here an excellent openicg for the work of a Government field 
mati'on, who could have a motherly eye over the i-egloc, and supplement in 
many ways the work that is going on tor Indian help. Among others we saw a 
woman more than a hundred years old: and the pathetic interview impressed us 
greatly with the need of a home where the old, who have no surviving kindred, 
may find shelter, food, and care. The civilization of the Indians has not yet 
reached the point of providing for these. There was a closing festival at tnis 
school, a most interesting occasion, and one provided for by tue teacher, Mrs. 
Babbitt. One could see the discouragements of the work, and also that the 
teacher is, and must be, its Christian heroine. 

We visited Pechanga, and met the teacher of the Temeculas in the holiday of 
the school, in the pretty canon a mile or two beyond. The piculc was in pro- 
gress, though ii.s feast was over, when word oamo that the new schoolhouse 
which, they had occupied through the year was burned to the ground. It 
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waa also the home ot the teauher, Mrs. Piatt; and herf ui'niture, supplies, books, 
pictures, and all the little treasures which a womaa'a heart loves to gather 
were destroyed, leaving her not even a change of raiment. Yet she led the tea- 
tival to its olose, and was the smiling central figure In its photograph, and 
hravely kept her composure till, running over the list ot losses, she said, '■ I shall 
never see tne pictures of my huaband and children again." Then a little sob es- 
But she soon rallied, and bore herself as though no disaster had befallen 
her. It was feared that this loss would close the school, but Agent Rust as- 
sured all that it would be continued. It was a privilege, Indeed, to promise ef- 
fort for restoring some, at least, of the clothing burned, and to remind the teacher 
that she and her work had many ftiends. 

Other schools were visited, and at Rincon, La Jolla, Saboba, and Potraro good 
work has been done in the Glovernment schools. The trip of seven and a half 
months, from Florida to California, Washington, and Colorado, gave the pleasure 
of organizing thirty new sooietiea and bands of helpers for our association — thir- 
teen of these were in California— besides opening the way for several new mla- 
Bions and beginning work for and in three new stations. Scores of public meet- 
ings were addressed, and much interest in our work w&s expressed and large aid 
was pledged for it. 

 ' " " ' " rs, the wise Teutonic savages, held their 

amen tor suggestions, and tnon after they 

., they appropriated their wise plana, ana 

were going to do. I am inclined to think 

that way. I do not believe this eug- 
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.some one here who will 
is eetabllshed? 

Rev. J. J. Gravatt, of Hamptoi 
abstract of his remarks: 

Mr. Gravatt. I am hei-e on account of my interest in the Indian cause. The 
■oldest church now in use in this country is at Hampton. The first Indian chili" 
baptized in this country was baptized in that parish. After all these years, after 
all the Indians have been driven away, they are now being brought back to 
learn Christian civilization there. Poui-teen years ago, when word came to 
Hampton that Indians were to be received there, I was asked to take part in 
that mission, and what I have done in connection with it has been one of the 
sweetest parts of my pastoral work. In public I instruct them, and tell them U> 
*ome to me if they want to become communicants In the church and surrender 
themselves to Christian life. They come of their own accoi-d. I do not have to 
urge upon them the claim of Christian living. Some of the most touching ex- 
periences have come to me from these boys and girls who have come to me to 
aeek the truth. There are at Hampton now one hundred and forj^ Indians. We 
are trying to teach hand and heart as well as the head there. We are working 
on the line that Mr. Meserve baa marked out. In summer some of the boys go 
to Maasafhusetta for work. Several graduates are getting large payas assist- 
ants in important positions in Boston, having learned their trades at Hampton  
and at the agencies in the West there are those who have gone out and are do 
Ing go3d work. Within the last fourteen years I have made several visits to the 
West to bring pupils East. I find the majority of those in the field who havB, 
teen with us are doing very wall. As compared with the graduates ot other' 
schools, I think the balance is on the side of the Indian, 

Something has been said about the trouble in Dakota. The only young man 
who was engaged in that trouble, who had been in the Eastern schools, was 8 
youth who had spent a few weeks at Hampton. He had married Sitting Bull's 
daughter, and went with him into the trouble. One ot the best records of mod- 
ern times was the behavior of the Christian Indians during that trouble. The 
work at the West and the work at the East are one. Wo get a belter class than 
everbefoi-e for the Eastern schools. They have been at school before, either at 
the day schools or the boarding schoolsof the West. The teachers and mission- 
aries are in hearty sympathy with the work done here, and are sending those to 
us who can take a better and higher training than can be given there. I want 
to hear testimony to the hard, earnest work done by the missionaries on the dif- 
ferent reservations. It it were not for what they accomplish, we could not do 
our work as well as we do. As to health, tor two years w.; have not had a death 
-&t Hamplon among the Indians. I do not believe you could hnd one hundred 
and forty pupils In the West on any reservation whero there had not been ono 
death In two years. We parsed through the epidemic of the grip with no death 
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and no serious results. We look forward to far better and higher results Ilian 
we have yet attained. 

Mr. Herbert Welsh, a Sioux Indian of the Hampton school, was Invited to 
speak. The following is an abstract of his remarks : ' 

Mr. Welsh. Once there was a boy, not quite 10 years old, who used to like 
to ride ponies, to g-o hunting, and to run with the dogs. When he was 15 yeacs. 
old he went to a school for one year. Then for six years he was doing notiing:. 
In the seventh year he went lo school again. When he gets through his school- 
ing he wants to go back and help his people in any way ha can. Who is this \ 
boy? Here he is, atanding before you. I want to say aomethlnp about the work 
that is carried on at Hampton by Gen. Armstrong and the good women. They 
believe and ti'ust in God, and that is the reason they like to do the work they 
are doing. Their school is improving all the time, and everybody ought to try 
to make it better. I will toll you what I think about the tutui-e. If I go home i 
I shall tell people what a good thing it is to go to school and learn, I think 1 
they can make good and useful men out of those Indians who are growing up, 
It is now. over two hundred and eighty-four years since you white people came 
across the ocean to this continent. You found these poor, ignorant people here. 
Some of the first white settlers tried to help the Indians. Those who did good 
to the Indians were succeasftil in all their doings. We are thankful to all peo- 
ple who have helped us. Some of my people are trying to climb the ladder of 
civilization and Christianity : but, as you all know, that is extremely difflcult. 
I belong to the Sioux tribs. Standing Rock Agency, North Dakota, It is five 
years smce I became a Christian. I went W the school at Yankton, under the- 
charge of Bishop Hare ; but, it is only three years since I began to learn the 
English language. I want lo be a missionary among my people. 

President Gates. The intei'est of the conference will not be less in this young 
man if you understand that he is the son of Little Foot, and that Sitting Bull 
WM his uncle. You see the new spirit that has come in. 

Lieut. W. W. Wotherspoon wae asked lo spe^ of the Apaches in his care, 

THE APACHE PRISONERS OF WAR. 
[By Lieut. W. W. Wotherspoon.] 

You have heaz^ much thia morning about good Indians. I can only speak of 
the bad ones. I am in charge of Gei-onimo's band of Anaches. This band for 
years kept the southern border of Arizonaand New Mexico in a frenzy of fright. 
The very name of Geronimo was feared. After years and years of campaign- 
ing and buntingovcr the mountains, these people were surrendered to (&d. 
Milesi They were carried to St, Augustine, Pla. Some were sent to PortPiok- 
ens. Here they were left in the casematos until their health was destroyed, and 
many were dying of nostalgia and consumption. The seeds of the latter disease 
had probably been planted right at thatsanitarium. Later they were moved tO' 
Mount Vernon Barracks in Alabama. This post had hsen long used as a health 
resort tor the United States troops stationed along the Gulf Coast in years of yel- 
low-fever epidemics: but they made little progress towards civilization, 

I was sent for by the Secretary of War in May, 1890, and asked if I would take 
charge of these people. He said a number of methods had been tried, but with 
no great success. He now wantod to try business methods. When I reached 
Mount Vernon, June, 18H0, 1 found the people in a deplorable state. They had 
been promised this ajid that, and had lived upon the hope of getting away until 
their nearts were sick. They thought at one time that they were to go lo the 
mountains of North Carolina, at another to the Weat, and again to their old res- 
ervations. I knew there was no hope of any such change. 1 therefore stopped 
all council talk, conversation, and discussion of this subject, and told them their 
business in life was lo work, and work like white men: that when they worked 
they would get something for it; they would earn money. I told them that 
what money they earned they could spend as they wished — foolishly if they 
wanted to, wisely if they followed advice. Many of them were hired out. some 
cutting cord wood, others working on roads and farms, some cutting saw logs. 
The^ made considerable money; and, though nkucb of this money was S^ent 
foolishly, the change was very marked. They were becoming cheerful and bright. 

During the summer the death-rate has been very high. They have been dying 
at the rate of ten, twelve, and fiftoen a month. They had had no surgeon de- 
taOed for their special care, and there can be little doubt that the high death- 
rale wa!j due in some measure to the general despondency and absence at t,h.\ft- 



1 



KEPOHT OF THE BOARD OF INDIAN C0UMIS8I0NEBS. 

special oftre. In time 1 was turnighed with a doctoi'. Under his care and tha | 
brighter outlook the deatli-rate soon tell to only one or two per month; aadot 
sumption, which had been making such ravages, has almost disappeai-ed. 

The people about Mount Vernon said itwas ueeleHB to try to make these Indt-I 
ABB work: that they might have the endurance to go upon forays and expedi-fl 
tlons, butthat they would never settle down to bard work. However, I employed'^ 
tbem in cutting wood and on other work. They made houses and learned the ' 
rudiments of carpentry. At first I had to use such tools as we could borrow or 
make. Later I boueht them tools. In the use of these the^ soon showed con- 
siderable skill. This summer they have completed the building of a village for 
themselves, consisting of eighty houses. The village is laid off in regular 
etpeets with a plaza in the centre. The houses are of frame, with flooring, shin- 
gle I'OOts, etc- Each house has two rooms, a chimney with an open fireplace in 
one room, and a flue tor a cooking stove in the other. All these houses they 
have built entirely themselves, They have had no other assistance than 
that of a foreman, who dii-ected them in the laying out of the sills and in such . 
work as only a skilled carpenter could do. Thus they have learned the use ol J 
hammers, adzes, and saws. Thev are now building barracks for the Indian sol^l 
diers. This building is 224 feet long and 24 feet wide. They are building tbi»a 
under the supervision of the same foreman. Two or three oE the Indians becam&B 
so skillful in the use of carpenter tools that they could earn twoand three doUarSB 
a day. They were hired out to a man to work withwhiteand negro carpentersj 
but the whites and negroes struck because they would not work with the Ind]Kl 
ans. I asked this person to let me aupply the places of the strikers with Indi-4 
ana — that t^ey could do the work. He consented, and the Indians completedB 



ley could 
the work This is a creditable showing for a people who we 
pable of settling down to hard work. 

The question of Indian education has been the prominent f 
this morning. I am simply a soldier. My business has been i 
these and other Indians tor years, I have, however, my ■" "" 
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n convinced that there is a system of education applicable to the older peopl 
as well as a system for the young. Such a system must precede their becom&ig 
citizens or useful members of society. The training of the mind, as applied to 
the children and young people, can not with advantage be applied to those mo 
advanced in years. To them is left only the training of the hand, with sui 
mental training as they are capable of. The education of the more mature I 
dlans must therefore be to work — with the tools of the mechanic if he can, wll , 
those of the laborer if he is only so far capable. Teach them that labor is hon,- 
orable. and that there is nothing they can not do. I have laid it down as a prin- 
ciple with my people that there is nothing they can not do, and have found it to 
their ad vantag-e. Teach them thus, and you wul raise them 
and seif-suetaming men. Eventually, you will I'a 
zena that we must make them. 

Some reference has been made to the Indians as soldiers. I have the honorto 
command the largest Indian company in the United States service. There are 
seventy-eight Indians In the company. Four of them are noncommissioned offi- 
cers. Two of these noncommissioned ofScera ai-e graduates of Carlisle, having 
been under Capt. Pratt. The other two are such wild, I'ed-eyed Apaches as 
chased the United States cavalry over theplains a fewyeara ago. The two men 
who came from Carlisle are doing splendid work. The two wild Apaches are as 
noble specimens of the Indian race as I have ever seen. They give all their com- 
mands in English, and are in every waycatohing up with the toys from Carlisle. 
I think Id time they will be as good. The company is being organized into five 
groups, each group to be under the instruction of a white sergeant, and all to be 
under the supervision of another officer of the company and myself. A large 
pei'centage of the men have learned to read and write. Many can now sign the 
muster rolls as well as the majority of white recruits. They will all go to school 
twice each week, and I hope will eventually learn to read and write and keep 
their accounts. I thtak the Apache is about the most intelligent of our Indians, 
Geronimo, that great terror, is now acting as justice of the peace in the Indian 
village. I debated this question of law among the Indians for a long tin 
own mind, i had taken bold of this work totally unprepared for such 
My duty bad been to serve against the Indians rather than for them: but. 
more I thought of it, the more I was convinced that an Indian should underat 
something about the lawsot the country, not only tbatbe might not violate 
but that be should understand his own rights under those laws. Afl«r A __ 
deal of cai-e I decided to make Geronimo my justice of the peace, and I find* 
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his detriaiona ai* eminentlj wise, acute, and to the point. He has an esuellent 
influence over the ol.her Indians, anil more than fulfills my expectations. I may 
say that, among other duties, he has to see that the old ladies keep their housaa i 

Questio:^ (by a Delegate]. Can any of these enlisted men hope to become ci 
missioned officers? 

Lieut. WOTUEBSPOON. Yea, any enlisted man who has been a noncomti 
sioned oflicei' tor a certain time, and whocanpass the prescribed examination. 

Among- other things I wanted to teacli the Indians was music. I hod heard 
that an Indian could not become a bugler. I have now two young buglers who 
are among the best buglers in the Army. They sound all the ealls, and play all 
the mai-chea and quleksteps. After the Indian soldier has cut hie long hair and 
is well dressed, he is a very fine-looking person. He looks much moi-e reajjecta- 
ble than the average citizen of Alabama incur parts, and ie really aa Intelligent. 

President Gates. Are you a Southern man, Lieut. Wotberapoou? 

Lieut. WOTHERSPOON. Ycs, I am. I waa speaking, however, of the "Ca.- 
geona '' (supposed to he a contraction of Aroadiansj, who live only in the forests 
of Alabama, Louisiana, and a, part of Georgia. I think there is no doubt that ] 
the system of enlisting Indians as soldiers for the Regular Army will be a moat , ] 
beneficial thing, not only to the United States, but to the Indians themselves; 
but, to make it a benefit to either, the Indian must be kept away from bar-rooms 
and canteens, I have given orders that under no circumstances shall my men 
go near drinking saloons or the canteen: and I have not had a case of drunkeness 
or partial intoxication, neither have I had a, ca^e of insuhoi'dination. an act of 
disobedienee, or a breach of discipline in five months. My men are handsome, 
well set up, obedient, and perfectly reliable soldiers. WTiat ! you may ask, do 
you put arms into the hands of the bloodthli-sty savages? Yes, they have guna 
and they have cartridges, and no evil results have followed. It baa been said 
that the enlistment of Indians as regidar soldiers is not a suooess. In connection 
with this, a point of great interest to me has been the question of how to sup- . 
press the sale of liquor to these people. I have said that I believe the system of ' 
enlistment can only be beneficial when the Indian is kept away from saloons and 
canteens. When I tflok these ijeojjle in charge, it was the most common thing 
for the Indiana to be drunk or semidrunk. They would injure their wives and 
beat their children and fight with each other. They were not worse than the 
negroes or whites, hut just like them when suffering from the same complaint. 
I undertook to stop this sale of liquor, and came North to look into the law and 
to consult with CaptainPratt. I found there waa alaw that would helpme. The 
law says that anv man who sells liquor to any Indian In the Indian country shall 
be punished. I'he Supi-eme Court has decided that any country is Indian 
country where Indians are held under an agent or superintendent appointed by 
the Pi-esldent, hence I am an agent or superintendent and the Apaches are in 
the Indian country. The most prominent white people about Mount Vernon 
were dealera in liquor. I warned them, that I would have them arrested if they 
did not ceaae their sales to Indians. The^ did not pay any attention. So I h^ 
them all arrested, hi-ought before the United Slates grand jury, and eventually 
before Judge Tolman in the United States district court. Every point of law was 
in my favor, and they were aent to prison for three months in the heat of the 
Alabama summer, at an expense, with fines and costs, to their purses of about a 
thousand dollars each. They asuure me now that they are reformed men, and 
that never again will they sell whisky to Indiana. 

There is another poiht about the law and the Indian — about the Indian under- 
derstanding hla rights under the law. Two months ago thlrty-ei^ht Indians 
were sent to me from Fort Wingate, N. M6X.,as prisoners of wai'. The newspa- 
pers said they were terrible creatures, that the agents could not mauage them, 
etc. They came to me, and a more raild-raanered and worae-dresaed lot of peo- 
ple I never saw. After a few days' rest they were put to work cutting logs m 
build themselves houses. One day I asked one of them what be had been sent to 
Mount Vernon for. He said he had not the faintest idea. How true this may be 
I do not know, but the point is that he claims that there was no fonn of law in 
hla case. He waa not told who were the witJiessea against him nor confronted 
with any witnesses. He claims that he only knows that he was taken away from 
his home and people, put in the guardhouse at Fort Wingate. and then brought 
to Mount Vernon. This may have been a military necessity — I do not know; but 
is it right, as this man claims was done in his case, to try any man in this country 
without giving him a hearing? 

I suppose you all know that the statusof the Apaches Is unique In ouc coumw-i 
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at this time. This ie the only tribe that is now escluaively under the ci 
the War Department. I should like to beapoak your patience that tl "' 
ment may carry out the aohemeB it hopes Vo foUow. 

President Gates. What a olear-cut and soldierly preaentation of facts that 
waal Lieut. Wotherspooa ought never to be allowed to get out of relations with 
the Indians. It reminds me of the most stimulating' talk I ever heard on the 
Indians, by Gen. Milroy, al the first conference I ever attended. Just as he got 
that splendid system Of administration of law for Indians, in which he took the 
chief man and made him feel the responsibility and put him at the bead, he got 
word that his place was wanted by a local Senator for a friend, and he was put 
out, and the whole thing- went backward, and slipped awav until there is noth- 
ing left but a tradition. We must have civil service i-egulationa in the Indian 
service. 

Mr. A. K. Smiley. We once held a council with Geronimo, and I waa greatly 
inipreBBed with the power of the man. Lieut. Brown told me that he ia the 
ablest man he ever met of any color. Geronimo had charge of the Sunday-school 
down there, and he made a good Sunday school superintendent. h 

Adjourned at 1 p. m. ^t 

SECOND SESSION. fl 

Wednesday Night, October 7. 

The conference was called to order at 8 o'clock, the president in the chair. 
The report of the law committee was called tor. 

Mr. Philip C. G.akrett, 1 can hardly say that I am prepared to make a re- 
port from the law committee. My colleagues, Prof. Thayer and Mr. Austin Ab- 
bott, have not agreed upon any report. I shall, therefore, only introduce the 
subject of the legal atatua of the Indian, that it may be discussed by those who 
shall follow me. I wish, however, first to submit extracts from letters from. 
these two gentlemen. Prof. J. B. Thayer writes as follows concerning the sub- 
stance of a hill which they propose: "I doubt if anything can be devised which 
is much simpler and will cover the objective ground. But I will heartily agree 
to referring all questions of that sort to any proper body. What we want is- 
something thai will accomplish the object named. We will not quarrel with 
anybody about the details." 

Mr. Austin Abbott writes : " It appears to me that we should frame three 
bills — one on the rights of Indians aa citizens and the law auplicable to them, 
one on the local Indian court:], leaving the clauses as to establishment of a system 
of circuits to form a third bill — and press them altogether. This is a general 
indication only, for I have not the bill with me. The moat important matter of 
all is the subjection to legal administration of the Indian funds, and consequent 
regulation of agencies ; but this I do not think we caa accomplish without first 
making progress with the others." 

Mr. Garrett then read the following paper: ^M 

THE LEGAL STATUS O^ THC INDIAN. ^M 

[By PnlUp U. G.irrsct.l 

The law committee have not been together as a committee since the last 
conference, and have not, as a committee, come to any q^w conclusions. It may 
safely be said that a majority of them, if not all of them, are aa fully convinced 
as ever of the need of legislative action to provide law and courts for the Indians 
on the reservations. 

The Hub jeot hangs 6re, in the abaence of any counter-proposition, free from 
the alleged objections to the bill drafted by Prof. Thayer, and modified by 
jour committee, as then constituted, after consultation with various legal au- 
thorities and with the law committee of the Indian Rights Association. They 
would welcome modification, curtailment, elimination, substitution, anything 
that will effect the purpose, even if it comes short of what seems to them to be 
needed. To take no step, because Congress does not see the way to take a long 
step, is not the only alternative. We are giving the Indians education, thej^ ar» 
be<ximing more and raore civilized, yet are left without the one great distin- 
guishing characteristic of civilized communities, respect and obedience to law, 
because they are deprived of the law to respect and obey. That is withheld from: 
them. Continual il lustrations arise of the necessity of some provision, "" " ' 
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GommlBsionai- ur^es it, in his i-eport just publisbod. The oouiitr;^ awaits with 
growing impatieuce the needed lefziafation. 
" '- Ts that the powers of courts of Indian offenaeB might be enlarged, 



by law, and the oourta in Home way definitely leg-^ized by act of Congreea, 
iply retiognized by tacit inference from appropriations fol- theii" suj - - - 
that the duties of United States courts might reasonably be extended o 



reservations, either by enabling' them Wj delegate their powers in certain cases 
to ooui't commissioners or providing for sessions of the court itself tit points on 
tihe reservations ;and finally, that appeals to the Supreme Court might be granted, 
and there would then be proviHion lor civilized justice l« the Indians, which 
practically there is not now. As for details, these should be such as are essenlial , 
to juBticB and no more, and may safely be left, perhaps, to development in the 
progressive stages of legislation. But, whatever bill is enacted, it should not 
be a orude bill, beoause, even if its operation ia somewhat temporary, it is to last 
during a transition which will be prolonged, perhaps, over fifty years. 

We submit herewith the answers received to the Hve questions sent out loet 
year- They are loo voluminous to read at length. Of those tabulated, fitty-two 
in number, twenty-six — exactly half— were fi-om Indiui agents, and the remain- 
der from teachers and others in the Indian service, with very few exceptions. 
There are five answers received since, of which three are from agents. If there 
are any official prejudices on the part of the agents in Favor of the existing order 
or otherwise, these should be taken into the account. To the first fourqueatlons 
we give simply the affirmative and negative replies here, and some of these have 
to to inferred from the context. Prom six respondenU there is no information, 
and from others none on some points, which will account for the vacancies in the 
number of theauswera in these eases. To the first question, "Is there practically 
a different law (or the Indian from thatforthe white man, in the field with whicn 
you are familiar ? ■' ten answer yea, and thirty-six no. Of the agents, four an- 
swer yes, and twenty-four no. To the second inquiry, whether the court of In- 
dian offenses affordsreasonablyconvenientandfairjuetioe to the Indian, twenty- 



1 

th ^H 



two answer yes, and seven no. Of the agents, fifteen answered yes, and t' 

To the third query, whether the distance of the CJnited Slates courts from any 

considerable Indian settlement involves a denial of justice, there are fifteen af- 



firmative and twenty-four negative replies ; and to the fourth, whether Indiana 
having land in severalty have adequate remedy in cases of trespass, fourteen 
affirmative and ten negative. It wOl be observed that the conclusions of the 
agents are the same as those of the other classes of respondents and in larger 
majority. The answers-are not so unanimous as one could wish.especially to the 
last two, whioh are perhaps less important in their bearing on our conclusions 
than the first two. As to the latter, the great preponderance of opinion is (1) 
that, practically, there is not a different law for the Indian from the white man's; 
and (2) that the courts of Indian offenses afford a reasonably eood chance for 
justice. The meaning of answers to the first probably ia that tne Indian has as 
good or as fair treatment at the hands of the law (such law as there is) as the 
white race ; for the respondents are not most of them very accurate and discrim- 
inating in these matters, if we may judge from their letters. 

If so, the answer to the first question is tantamount to that to the second. 
There is, then, a slender basis, at least, for law in these Indian courts, which 
have the further merit of educating the Indians in the rudiments of a knowledge 
of courts of law, as conducted in civilized coimtries. And of this I will speak 
again after refen-ing to the answers to the fifth query, '' What, if any, further 

EovisioQS of law do you desire lo suggest as necessary to secure eqi^ justice 
tween Indians and between whites and Indians?" From this we do not derive 
as nutritious a crop of ideas as we might hope. 

One suggests "alfalfa seed" and ''ii'on fences," another that we "civilize the 
white man," another "education." Eight of the agents think there is law 
enough; six of them have no suggestion to make; one says there are no changes 
pracucable. Eleven of them, however, and ten others make suggestions. A 
number of these, like the three cited above, are somewhat irrelevant, while 
others are indicative of legislation which might prove of value. One sums his 
suggestions up in the proposition that we should make citizens of them; asecond, 
that the whole reservation system and the Indian Department should be abolished ; 
a third, that they should be given the same law as the whites; a fourth, that the 
Daw^ bill should be ao amended Be to allow Indians to sell timber on lands 
patented to them ; a fifth, that there should be some provision for divorce be- 
tween Indians, fixing the grounds for it. Then one thinks there should be no 
change till the Indians know more, but that capital offenses should be turned 
18816 5 






REPORT OF THE BOAHD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS. 




over lo the sheriff to be tried In the district court o( the county where the n 
ervatioii is. Another uropOBBH a United States magistrates' court, slttlnjf eve- 
three months. And otlier propositions a>-e that the taw should oompel trials b 
miH'der to hi' held within a given time (which would perhaps would be a goc 
thing everjwh'erSi ; that eases should be tried I'egardlese o[ the oost to the Govern- 
nient ; that the Government, and not counties, should pay all the expensas at 
trial '. that penalties provided for Indians should be the same aa the State law 
provides for whites; that Indians should enjoy all the rightsof white men ; that 
thejf should be naturalized and made citizens ; that they should be put under the 
white roan's law, exempt as lo land ; that Indians should be made eompetentwit- 
nesses: that all tribal laws shoiild be abolished: that the Government should 
pay the cost of trial of all whocommit crimes against Indians ; that the respond- 
ent has found the appointment of a United States deputy marshal and a United 
Statescommiasionerat points near the settlements benefioiat; that United States 
coium las ioners should be given the jurisdiction of a justice of the peace: that 
the powers of the courts of Indian offenses should be better deflned by law; to 
establish courts of jueticea of Iho peace to try minor offenses : that the courts of 
Indian offenses should be recogfnized as courts of justices of the peace, and that 
the Indians be given special United States attorneys to defend them. 

Here is abundance ot suggestion, much of it raw and made by those who know 
little of law themselves, some of It of local application and From interested mo- 
tives, but conveying the impression that many workers in the field are sensible, 
no less than those who view the subject from a distance, and even from theeretioal 
Standpoints, of a crying need for some means of obtaining justice on the reserva- 
tions, more searching and effectual than the present cKiguous provisions. I am 
not pi-epared to advocate, either for myself or on behalf of the law committee, 
legislation to remedy all the defects that may exist among the Indiana, any mtwe 
than all those that exist in the rest of the country. The question put in the Bed 
Man recently, "Who are the savages?'' is, perhaps, pertinent In tnis particular. 
Is it the comparatively orderly community among which lady missionaries and 
teachers live in peace and safety? or is it the white men who flay ne^Toes altve, 
hanp: thorn to the nearest tree, or shoot them down in swamps without even 
knowing that their victim is the guilty party? There are terrible evils elsewhere 
than among the Indians that need legislation. But that is no reason why we 
should not legislate courts tor the Indians at once. The committee, then, think 
that what is known as the Thayer bill practically r^preaenta what la needed. If 
tha emenient legislators who have considered it see insurmountable practical ob- 
jections to it In Its present form, my own opinion Is that the defects should be 
remedied and the draft modified. Why not first pass a law, and that Immedi- 
ately, declaring the Indians entitled to all the protections, privileges, and Un- 
munities of law provided for other reaidenta not oitizena of the United States? 
That much they are surely entitled to, nor do I find any authorities who regard 
such a step as impracticable or unconstitutional. 

Then lot the courts of Indian offences be improved, aseducatorsofthelndlan, 
if nothing more. But they are worth more. We have heard the testimony of 
Lieut. Wothorepoon to the merlta of Geronimo as a justice of the peace. "The 
Commissioner's reports bear further evidence. In his report tor 1890 he uses 
this language : " The services rendered by the court are of such value in pro- 
rooting good order and good morals in the community, as well as in faralUarizing 
Indians with the cus1«ms, practices, and Ideas which they will hereafter meet m 
white comm unities , that courts ought to be eatablishedfocnearly every aj^ency," 
Why not, then, enlarge their powers, increase the compensation of the judges, 
provide for their instruction in the law, andaddtothelisf of offenses ovei-whioh 
they are now given jurisdiction? 

The further provisions for giving the Indians law I wUl leave to be discussed 
by the able lawyer whole to follow me. I would suggest, however, that the for- 
mer draft be submitted to Justice Strong tor his suggestion of such modificatiO Bg ^ 
as maymake it acceptable to the Senate, or that a new draft he made by soi^^^H 
member of the Senat« committee, accomplishing the purpose sought, if it o^^^H 
be done, by a simple process or in a shorter bill. J^^H 

If Senator Dawes were not here to speak for himaelf. I would refer more j^^^f 
lengfth to legislation suggeated by liim, modifying the policy hitherto pursne^^^ 
towards the Indians, allowing, for instance, the leasing of part of the Indians' * 
land towhltemen, whoshall. in part compensation, break up the Indians' land 
contiguous to their leased land; also allowingDakotas, towhorognizlnglands 
have been allotted, to exchange them for farming lands on the public domain. 
But the Senator is here to speak for himself. '^^H 
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After all, is thet« not deeper cutting necessary before those scattevod rem- 
nants ot a fo :■ niPi' BO vereignty attain their futl manhood? Legislation ia approach- 
ing it. The decisiona of the Supreme Court are naaviag it. Mr. Hornblower, 
in his recent intereatingaddress h^Iore the Bar Association, aaya: " In United 
States VK. Kagama (118 u. S.f'Ha) it was held that, while the Government ot the 
United Stal«s has recognized in the Indian tribes heretoiore a state of semi-in- 
dependence and pupilage, ithas the right, instead of eontrolling them by treatiea. 
to govern them by acta of Congi-eas, bacaiise they are within the geographical 
liimts of the United States, ana are neoesaarily subject to the laws," etc. And 
again: " The court haa even gone ao far as to hold that Congress can provide for 
naturalising any of the Indians.'' And: " The right of Congress to regulate the 
legal status of the Indian having baen thus so fully and clearly enunciated by the 
court of last resort, the queation is pertinent whether the time has not arrived 
lor Congress to take such steps as will put an end, at once and forever, t« any 
such ri^ts of independence orquasi-independencB as will justify any triba or ao- 
called nation in levying vrar against the United States." That is, to put an end 
to the tribes, at onoe and forever, as one may freely construe it, and declare that 
Iienoeforth all Indians are aimply i-esldents of the United States, and must obey 
the lai^B or be subject to the penaltiea like all other residents. Do the treaties 
Btand in the way — the old existing treaties, which provide that certain auma are 
to be paid to the tribe foi-ever? But what would happen If the tribe, through 
the delay of wise legislation, becameestinet':' Foreverwouldthoncome to a sud- 
den end for them. Suppose a man left a thousand dollars to h!a favorite horae, 
to he paid to him annuity forever. Would his executor be abused for violation 
of his trust for stopping his payment when the horae died? But capitalize your 
annuities and then you do the Indiana some justice, white you comply with the 
terms ctf your bond. Then you give them the benefit of the treaty, truly; whereas, 
if the tribe died, it would ceufie to hind the United States, and the Indians would 
forever lose the heneflt. When the white man first set foot upon this soil it 
was natural to recognize the nations which occupied it aa notions de facto. That 
day has long ainoe passed, and civilization spread from sea to sea. Civilization 
is better than barbarism; and we offer it. on equal t«rma, to our brother, the 
red man, who then becomes again once more the possessor of the soil, being joint 
owner with ua from Paasamaquoddy Bay to the Paciflc and the Gulf. Let us en- 
treat him to come back to his own. 

At the close of his paper Mr. Garrett stated that Mr, F. -T. Stimson, who had 
been mainly instrumental in drafting the Thayer bill, had come from Boston, to 
present a paper on that subject. Mr. Sdmsos then read the following paper : 



LAW FOR THE INDIAN. 



y F. J. Stimson.] 



Law seems to many a barren subject ; it ia aa the dry bones of civilized life — 
lacking in human interest, though the fi'amework ot ail society. We ai-e apt, 
with all our interest in the flesh and blood, in the beauty, intelligence, Boodness 
of the i-eault, in our care (or the peraonalitv, to forget the skeleton on wnich the 
l)ody politic, as well as the body personal, must depend. But without these 
"dry oones "nobody can grow straight and strong. Now, the Indian body polltio 
yet hae no such skeleton — no framework : and we lawyers feel that before you 
get his limbs strong or his brain active, or give hia body and brain the civic 
duties of a man — ^betore you fill him out to citizenship — you must have hie spine 
straight. 

You know how bi'iefl^ hie present condition In this respect may he stated — 
that, aa a general principle, he has no taw, nor courts, nor even recognitioD as a 
human being. The courts t«ll ua on the one hand : 

"The Indians do not constitute a foreign state, so as to claim the right to sue 
in the Supreme Court of the United States; and yet, in the management of their 
internal ooncerna, they are dependent on no power. They puniah offenses under 
their own laws, and m so doing they are responsible to no earthly tribun^." 
They make war, and are not puniahed: they may (now) acquire pi-operty, and are 
not protected in it; yet they are still termed " wards of the nation." Like all 
wards, they may not make contracts; while, on the other hand, we are rapidly 
ppesaing upon these warda their inheritance — pressing it upon them without 
training In the duties or knowledge of the rights of citizenship, or the skill 
and habit of protecting their inheritance when they have got it, without giving 
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them any courts — the civilized instruments of such protection— if they had 
the necessary knowledge. Now, it is true there is a difference of opinion as to 
the legal rignts of the Indian when we give him this inheritance; but in all ear- 
nestness, I do not know which view is the worst for this unfortunate '* heir.'* By 
the one view — which, I am bound to say, is held by most lawyers — the Indian, 
as he gets his 160 acres of land, is living on a kind of Tom Tiddler's ground — 
in a place which is not yet a civil state, but has ceased to belong to the reserva- 
tion, with neither municipal law nor courts. 

By the other view, he has suddenly changed his sovereignty to a remote State 
government, which has not given and will not give him its courts and laws, 
though in theory entitled to them. This latter, I believe, is the view entertained 
by the Indian Bureau. But you will note two things : first, that no amount of 
opinion or custom in an executive branch of government will of course stand 
against the first word of a decision of a United Stetes court; second, that the very 
fact of this difference of view shows in what a fundamental state of wretched con- 
fusion and uncertainty this basic question of Indian civilization remains, aind we 
are suffering it still to remain, by nonaction on these points of law and courts. 

And, if the second view be the correct one, the last state of our Indian is worse 
than his first. For we are informed that the States usually deny their courts to 
the Indians. As he pays no taxes, they will not give him even their justice. He 
can not enforce witnesses to attend, nor pay for civic process, nor get fair juries. 
And, finally, we know too well that the people of the States or Territories sur- 
rounding the reservation have commonly been the Indian's worst friends, most 
unfair judges, and most corrupt masters. 

Furthermore, remember, we have all the vast majority of reservations which 
are not thrown open, and have no law nor courts, in either view. Now, as to 
the statement so often made, that the reservation is gone, that the system is van- 
ished, and therefore we need no longer send our "heir" to school, for he has 
already got his estate. The number of allotments in four and a half years, under 
the severalty act, has been 12,752. At that rate. Prof. Thayer tells me, from 
thirty to sixty years will be required to wind up the Indian problem and make 
the last " ward of the nation" a citizen. Is that too short a time to consider? 
And, if it were, and thirty years hence were only ten, shall we not try in those 
ten years to train the ward against the so rapidly approaching time of his ma- 
jority? We want laws and courts, not only to protect the Indian when he has 
become a citizen, but to train him how to be a citizen. 

We can not longer postpone this question. We must begin to train Indians 
still on reservations to citizenship, and we must provide protection for the In- 
dians on those that are being thrown open. The severalty act gave the Indian 
his heritage . It wen t three-fourths of the way . But we must go the last quarter, 
too. We must train him for it, and protect him in it when he has got it. The 
cry for action is going up outside this Gonference, all over the land. 

If Congress does not act, somebody will, and may do it wrongly. The wrong 
authorities may assume jurisdiction if they have it not. I read in the Boston Her- 
ald of September 28 this year that a judge in Oklahoma has just taken jurisdic- 
tion, under habeas corpus, of an Indian boy placed in the Government Indian 
school, and ordered him removed from the school and restored to his father. I 
read from the Herald: 

"Judge Greene of the district court of the Territory of Oklahoma, in his opin- 
ion, took the ground that the right of a parent to the custody of his children be- 
longed to the Indian as well as to the white man. 

"Commissioner Morgan says that it is contrary to the tendency of all recent 
Indian legislation, inasmuch as it fails to recognize the true status of an Indian, 
which is that of award of the nation. * * * He believes that Congress should 
enact a law explicitly defining the status of Indians, and will make a recom- 
mendation to this effect in his next annual report." 

And at a late meeting of the American Bar Association, after an earnest and 
unanimous discussion, it was resolved — 

" That it is the opinion of the convention that the United States should furnish, 
at the earliest possible moment, courts and a system of law for the Indians." 

And Messrs. H. H. Hitehcock, of St. Louis, Willfam B. Hornblower, of New 
York, and Prof. James B. Thayer, of Massachusetts, were appointed a committee 
to urge the matter before Congress and the President. In the discussion of that 
resolution — I wish I had time to reproduce all that was said — lawyers from all 
parts of the Country, representing every shade of opinion as to the Indian ques- 
tion, in general, agreed on the point that the first thing necessary to prepare 
the Indians for their duties as landholders and citizens was to give them some 
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law and impartial courts. Mr. Hornblower read a paper on *' The Legal Status 
of the Indian." in which he said: "Lat us enact laws suitable for the present 
situation, and place the legal status of the Indian upon a rational and practical 
basis." 

Mr. Thayer called attention to that decision at South Dakota which acquainted 
the Indians with their exemption from punishriient in killing efficers of the 
United States Army. They ought to be disabused of this idea. The Indians 
ought to be protected in their just rights, however. There were no courts in the 
reservations, and only seven crimes were recognized as among themselves. It 
was now clearly declared that the United States has full power of government 
over the Indians, whether in the reservations or in the States. The conclusion 
of Mr. Hornblower was sound — that the United States establish a system of law 
and of courts in their reservations. The Indians had no redress but war. If 
they had courts, they would resort to them. 

John B. Sanborn, of Minnesota, said if the Grovernment would establish courts 
and give Indians the same rights in them as white men it would go far toward 
solving the Indian question. 

Judge Peabody,of New York, and Alfred Russell, of Michigan, spoke in favor 
of the resolution. D. S. Troy, of Alabama, said that a few Indians still remained 
in the Everglades of Florida, who continued to hold their slaves. The chief of 
these Indians held that the slaves in his kingdom had never been freed because 
no special law as regarded the Indians had been passed. 

Judge John F. Dillon, of New York, closing the debate, said, whatever might 
be the state of savagery in our Indian, he was a man. He had dwindled away 
until he was a mere remnant. It was the sacred duty of the Federal Govern- 
ment to protect the Indian. It was his misfortune that, in any dispute involving 
the right of the Indian, there was no tribunal to which he could bring his com- 
plaint. Indian outbreaks were the result of nonperformance of treaty stipula- 
tions. The resolution could be safely passed. 

Two most valuable articles, to which I earnestly commend the attention of 
this conference, have^been written by Prof. Thayer, in the October and Novem- 
ber numbers of the Atlantic Monthljr. 

You remember that the Thayer bill failed of immediate acceptance because its 
provisions were thought too complex. The difiQculty arises from the vast extent 
of the territory to which the bill applies. It was thought impossible to get along 
with less than thirty or forty courts for the reservations. A bill creating, say, 
forty minor judges — at an annual expense of some hundred thousand dollars, the 
whole of whose provisions, counting courts, law, and municipal government, are 
contained in a law the length of about three pagesof the Revised Statutes — would 
not seem unduly l#ng and complex, especially when you consider that it concerns 
the perpetual welfare of 300,000 people, for whom many millions of public money 
are now spent annually. Many suggestions have been made, and other and 
simpler bills prepared, but none other both comprehensive and satisfactory has 
yet been found. For instance, Mr. Austin Abbott and myself thought at first the 
subject might well be divided. Take, for example, this one of several drafts for 
bills prepared by me : 

" I. All Indians not citizens of the United States, whether residing on or off a 
reservation, are hereby declared entitled to the full protection and exemptions se- 
cured by the Constitution of the United States to persons other than such citizens ; 
and especially they shall be entitled to the equal protection of the law, they may 
sue and be sued in all courts, and shall have full power to make contracts, and 
engage in any trade or business : Provided, however, That such reasonable re- 
straint as is necessary to the maintenance of the reservation system is not for- 
bidden, nor shall this section work a repeal by implication of any laws which 
may be necessary to such reasonable restraint ; and in particular it shall not, 
except as expressly provided, work a repeal -of the following' enumerated acts or 
any part thereof, namely : The act of February eighth, eighteen hundred and 
eighty-seven, entitled *'Anact to provide for the allotment of lands in severalty 
to Indians on the various reservations, and to extend the protection of the laws of 
the United States and the Territories over the Indians, and for other purposes." 

Sec. 2. Law extended over reservations. — The laws, both civil and criminal, 
existing at the time of the passage of this act or hereafter made, of the State 
or Territory in which any Indikn reservation is situated, are hereby extended 
over every such reservation, so far as said laws are applicable, and not inconsis- 
tent herewith or relating to subjects herein provided for. And the laws, both 
civil and criminal, existing at such time or hereafter made of the State of Kan- 
sas, are hereby extended over any Indian reservations situated in the Indian 
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Territory, except aB hereinafter specially excepted : and any person, Indian 
agent, omcer of the United States, court or tribunal, undertaking to administer 
law or impose restraint upon Indians, or to settle disputes on questions of proj)- 
erty , or contract or tort between Indians and white persons, shall be governed by 
said law of such State or Territory. But the President of the United States may, 
at any time within six months from the passage of this act, or within six mfonths 
after a certification by the court commissioners of any such laws as prejudicial or 
inapplicable, by his veto of which proclamation shall be duly made, forbid the 
application to any such reservation of any such laws which he may deem prej- 
udicial to the welfare of the Indians to be affected by the same, provided that 
this section shall not be construed to repeal section 9 of the act of March 2, 1885. 
Surely no one, in or out of Washington, will say that this simple bill is not 
proper, just, and wholly necessary; but the difficulty is that, if we so provide law 
without courts, it may open the door to State and Territory interference, or, 
rather, denial of justice. And, remembering our own history — the Star Cham- 
ber Court of England and the bill of rights — we well know that no law and na 
courts are almost better than a denial of justice, which would forever disgust 
the Indians with the very institution of civil justice itself. But I hope this con- 
ference will give the matter its earnest thought, and end by agreeing with us of 
the American Bar Association that some bill should be passed by the next Con- 
gress, which shall, first, declare definitely what the civil status of the reserva- 
tion Indian is; second, define and extend some system of law on both classes of 
reservations, whether in process of allotment in severalty or still in tribal owner- 
ship; and, lastly, give him some simple system of courts protected by the Na- 
tional Government, in which he can trust, and by which he will be trained to 
enjoy and protect his coming heritage and his rights as a citizen. Let us at 
least go as far as to say: Resolved, that the Indian is legally a human being; re- 
solved, that he should enjoy the laws of the land common to human beings; and, 
resolved, that he should have just courts to enforce it. 

DISCUSSION. 

Senator H. L. Dawes was invi^ted to open the discussion on the subject of law 
for the Indians. 

Senator Dawes. I am drafted into this service. I not only did not come here for 
the purpose of discussing this question, but I came with the firm resolve that I 
would not discuss it. Nothing has grieved me more than to be compelled to differ, 
as I do, upon the wisdom and the necessity of the measures indicated in the paper 
just read, with those of my fellow-citizens favoring these measures, who are just 
as earnest and just as honest, and far more able than I am,^ devise proper 
measures in reference to the conduct of Indian affairs. But I have learned what- 
ever. I know in reference to what is best for the Indian in the field, and not in 
the closet. Serious responsibilities have been imposed on me with reference to 
Indians these late years; and I have been out to see where he lives and how he 
lives, and I have drawn such conclusions as I could from my observations and 
from experience as to Y'^hat is best for the Indian to-day. I was exceedingly 
gratified when Prof. Thayer, who has made this subject such a thorough study, 
procured from the American Bar Association a committee, of which he is chair-* 
man, to present his views to Congress. 

I sincerely hope that this conference will join with him, and appoint the ablest 
committee they can select who will present to Congress the plans and methods 
which they think are not only, wise, but absolutely necessary. And if, in the 
judgment of Congress, these methods are wise and necessary, I do hope and pray 
that they may become the law of the land, and bring what good they can to the 
Indian, or that those who believe in the wisdom of this measure shall be con- 
vinced that it is impracticable and impossible. At any rate, an end will come ta 
debate on this subject, and our minds can be carried to practical work. If Con- 
gress is convinced that it is a possibility and desirable, then I will take hold with 
what little energy and ability I may have to see to it that it gathers all the fruits 
that its friends claim it is capable of producing. 

I have been quite astounded however, to hear it said that the Indian is without 
law. It is a mistake, a sore mistake. Gen. Whittlesey told you a little while 
ago that on the 8th of February, 1887, ten thousand Indians rose into the condition 
of the citizens of the United States, "clothed with all the rights, privileges, and 
immunities, and subject to all the obligations of citizens of the United States,'* 
and that since then fifteen thousand more have walked through that gate into 
the status of citizenship. 
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This was by a law of Congress which is charged with having left the Indian 
without law. Congress could hardly have been derelict, so far as this class of 
Indians is concerned, had it stopped there. For citizenship carries with it all 
the rights, all the protection, that you and I enjoy. But Congress went further, 
and declared expressly that "these Indians are citizens of the United States, 
and are entitled to all the rights, privileges, and immunities of citizens." And 
then, to make it doubly sure. Congress repeated in the same statute '* that, upon 
completion of said allotments and the patenting of the lands to said allottees, 
each and every member of the respective bands or tribes of Indians to whom 
allotments have been made shall have the benefit of and be subject to the laws, 
both civil and criminal, of the State or Territory in which they may reside; and 
no Territory shall pass or enforce any laws denying any such Indiam within its 
jurisdiction the equal protection of the law." 

Is there anybody capable of putting language into a statue that will add to 
that ? Every Indian in the United States has that door open to him to-day, and, 
if there is a friend of the Indian within the borders of the United States that can 
frame language stronger than that, let him bring it to Congress, and Congress 
will put in into the law. Probably one-third of all the Indians we have to deal 
with come under this broad shield of law. The number is increasing daily. 
The whole effort of the Government, all benevolent effort, is aimed at preparing 
the remainder for this citizenship, and consequent protection of the law. More 
than $2,000,000 was appropriated last year for that purpose. The remaining 
two-thirds — the reservation Indians — are decreasing in the same ratio. The 
whole system under which they are held is fast crumbling away. There are 
many among us who are for abolishing it at once. 

But let us see what provision of law is made for the reservation Indian while 
he still remains the ward of the nation, and on his reservation. First, how is he 
treated criminally? 

In 1885, by the ninth section of the Indian appropriation act, Congfress made 
provisions for the punishment of certain crimes by Indians, as follows : 

That immediately upon and after the date of the passage of this act, all Indians 
committing against the person or property of another Indian or other person 
any of the following crimes — ^namely, murder, manslaughter, rape, assault with 
intent to kill, arson, burglary, and larceny — within any Territory of the United 
States, and either within or without an Indian reservation, shall be subject there- 
for to the laws of such Territory relating to said crime, and shall be tried there- 
for in the same courts and in the same manner, and shall be subject to the same 
penalties, as are all other persons charged with the commission of said crimes, 
respectively ; and all such Indians committtng any of the above crimes against 
the person or property of another Indian or other person within the boundaries 
of any State of the United States, and within the limits of any Indian reserva- 
tion, shall be subject to the same laws, tried in the same courts, and in the same 
manner, and subject to the same penalties as are all other persons committing 
any of the above crimes within the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States. 

As to these crimes, therefore, is it in the power of any one to make language 
any stronger ? Does that not put the Indian on an absolutely level plane with 
the white man ? If a United States court is such a heavenly tribunal that it 
is Paradise to get into it, the opportunity is before him: Outrageous decisions 
have baen quoted to-night from judges in Oklahoma and Sitka. But you would 
not get out of the diflftculty by multiplying your judges. An Indian was acquit- 
ted of the murder of Lieut. Casey during the late outbreak at Pine Ridge, be- 
cause the court thought it was a condition of war, and the remedy proposed i^ 
the creation of another court. The crimes referred to in this law are enumer- 
ated crimes. Why do not we say all crimes ? What are the crimes that are 
left? Simply assault and battery, chicken stealing, malicious mischief, and that 
kind of thing:. Why didn't , we put those in ? Because we were told that the 
United States marshal would go around the different reservations and pick up 
every Indian who had assaulted another Indian, and take him off a hundred or 
two miles to a United States court at the expense of twenty or thirty or forty 
dollars, and then, when he was discharged, let him go back as best he could. 
We therefore concluded that it was not wise to make it universal in its applica- 
tion. 

For these petty crimes the court of Indian offenses was constituted. That is, 
a court that has no place in law, being constituted on the recommendation of the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and governed by rules njade by him. Never- 
theless, it has worked well. In the Indian Commissioner's Report of last year it 
is showji how useful it is. It is commended by the agents. I noticed that you 
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were pleased when that clear-headed, coneicientious, and able military officer this 
forenoon told you that Greronimo even had made a good judge. If that is so, I 
think you could trust th^ree of the best Indians that you could find, selected by 
the agent and approved by the Department, to pass upon these little offenses, it 
you could trust Geronimo. I will read a few extracts from this report. I want 
to show you that the Indian Bureau and the Department of Justice have not left 
the Indian without law; that there has come up from the Indian reservation no 
instance of injustice done to the Indian, such as we read every day in the report 
of the different courts of the United States and such as have been cited to-night. 
No such reports have reached our ears from the courts of Indian offenses. The 
rights of the Indian have been substantially protected. It is in a rude way, it is 
true ; yet svfbstantial justice has been done, and the Indian has been taught to 
apply the law himself. 

The Indian police system is about two years older than this court of Indian 
offenses ; and, coiinected with that court, it has come to be the bulwark of the 
Government in the administration of justice and in the preservation of order on 
the reservation. When the committee last year asked Congress for an appro- 
priation for the Indian police, I read from this report what was said about the 
police ; and a Senator, who had up to that time been hostile to the whole policy 
of the Government in relation to the reservations, expressed his astonishment 
at this testimony, and he said, "Whatever you want for that Indian police force, 
ask, and you shall have it; we will vote it." The effect of putting this respon- 
sibility on the Indian has been to lift him higher than any process except the 
severalty law has done. It is my belief that no white police in any city in the 
United States has been more faithful to its duties than the Indian police on the 
reservations. That is the testimony of all who have had anything to do with 
the Indians. Hear this from the report of Standing Rock Agency as to the 
court of Indian offenses, by Major James McLaughlin : 

*'The court of Indian offenses holds biweekly sessions at the agency of two 
days each, where all Indians committing offenses are brought for trial ; and the 
valuable aid rendered by this court can not be too highly commended. Eighty- 
three cases were heard and adjudicated by this court during the past year, and 
all the decisions have been intelligently and impartially rendered upon the evi- 
dence adduced. In every instance the decision of the court has been sustained 
by public sentiment, and not a single appeal to higher authority was asked. The 
three judges of the court are John Grass, head chief of the Blackfeet Sioux band ; 
Chief Gall of the Hukpapa band, leader of the progressive element of the late 
hostile Sioux, and Standing Soldier of the Lower Yanktonais, all of whom are 
full-blooded Indians, eminent among and respected by their people." 

W. D. Myers, agent, reports of the court of Indian offenses of the Kiowa, 
Comanche, and Wichitia Agency, as follows : 

** At the time I assumed charge of this agency I found established a court of 
Indian offenses, consisting of three judges, which places were filled by three of the 
most prominent chiefs on the reservation, namely, Lone Wolf, principal chief of 
the Kiowas, Quanah Parker, chief of the Comanches, and Towaconie Jim, chief 
of the Wichita and affiliated bands. Early in October last Lone Wolf, acceding 
to the wishes of his tribe, resigned, and I immediately appointed his brother, 
Chaddle-Kaun^^-Ky , to fill the vacancy. I find this court of great benefit in pun- 
ishing the Indians for offenses committed. Their decisions are generally fair 
and always impartial, and are acceptoid with good grace by the Indians." 

It is not a perfect court. It can be improved, but it can have no place under 
the law. The moment the law takes it up all the judges have got to be appointed 
under the Constitution of the United States, nominated by the President and 
confirmed by the Senate. This is a temporary court, created to meet a tempo- 
rary necessity, but practically of just as much use as if all these poor fellows 
were taken into the United States court. 

The suggestion that you must make United States courts alone for the Indians 
on the reservations has this trouble. You can not establish a United States 
court in any State in this Union except such as are fixed by the Constitution ; 
and, so far as civil causes are concerned, the Constitution of the United States 
provides that nobody shall sue in a United States court except citizens of different 
States. You can not clothe a United States court in a State with power to try a 
civil case unless the parties are citizens of different States ; and therefore you 
can not apply this system to an Indian before he becomes a citizen, and you can 
not make a United S testes court that any citizen can bring another citizen into 
unless they live in different States. They must go into the State courts. As to 
their right to be tried criminally, valuable as that right must be, by a United 
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States court, the only crime that could be committed in States out there against 
the United States would be a crime against the revenue laws and crimes of that 
kind. 

All the Indian reservations in all the States under the Constitution of the 
United States have got to come under the State courts. Now, every one of the 
Territories of the United States, except three, have become States. There are 
left the Indians of Arizona, Utah, and New Mexico. So long as they are Terri- 
tories you can make for them just such courts as the United States pleases for 
the trial of anybody in those Territories. That is true. The United States has 
made those courts. They have clothed every Indian who becomes a citizen with 
every possible right that a citizen can have. And we have provided also as to 
the crimes enumerated that, whether he becomes a citizen or not, he shall be 
subject to the law and be tried in the same court in the Territories or in the 
States that the white man shall be. Now, why should* jrou say that the Indian is 
without law? Do we want a law passed that will permit any Indian to make any 
contract he pleases, and then go into a court and enforce it? Until a reservation 
Indian can make his own contracts, he has no occasion for a court to enforce 
contracts. 

A Delegate. Suppose one of the Indians on a reservation should take posses- 
sion of a house and refuse to give it up. What right has he? 

Senator Dawes. On the reservation he is under the laws of the United States, 
and the agent is clothed by the statute with the duty to take care of him and pro- 
tect him. The possession of all the property on a reservation is in the United 
States, and the United States has the power to put one Indian in and another In- 
dian out. It has been found by forty years' experience that you must h?,ve some- 
body clothed with power to take care of the Indians so long as you have the reser- 
vation system. Peace has been preserved on the reservations ever since this 
system existed. 

The theory upon which these arguments for new courts for the Indians are 
made is correct enough as far as it goes. One may sit down in his library and 
take the Indian from the day our fathers landed at Plymouth, and follow him 
step by step all the way through our relations with him during the colonial 
period, and under the Constitution up to the year 1871, and he will come out 
pretty much where these arguments do. But the difficulty is that the effect of 
the statute of 1871, forbidding the treating them hereafter as independent nations, 
and of subsequent statutes, is entirely ignored in this reasoning. From that date 
the status of the Indian in this country has been entirely changed. 

The statutes have taken him out of his old relations to the Government, the 
people, and the laws, and have from that time, except as to past obligations, 
treated him as an individual to be governed by law. By the statute of 1871 
he ceased to be treated with as an independent tribe or nation, by the crimes act 
of 1885 he was put under the criminal laws of the land, by the severalty act he 
was provided with a homestead and made a citizen with all the attributes of 
citizenship, and by the amendment of that law the past winter marriage and 
legitimacy and the descent of his property are made the same with the Indian 
as with the white man. It will not do to say, therefore, that the Indian is with- 
out law. In my judgment, he does not need more laws or more courts, but more 
preparation for the new position into which the law he already has has placed 
him. If logic or law could make him a self-supporting citizen, the solution of 
the problem would be easy. But patience and persistency in the work of prep- 
aration, are, in my opinion, more needed than either logic or law. 

If, however, it is possible for this law committee to give him any guaranty 
that he has not got, nobody will hail such a law like the Committee on Indian 
Affairs of the Senate, nobody like those in the field who know the Indian and 
know the practical difficulties that come up every day that law can not meet. 
They will hail any achievement that will give him any additional right, but I 
am surprised when I hear learned men say that either the Indian who has be- 
come a citizen or the Indian who has not become a citizen is without law in this 
land. He has got, in my judgment, all the law that is practicable. So far as I 
am concerned, I feel that another duty is pressing upon me and another kind of 
work is calling loudly upon the friends of the Indian. The day of work is fast 
passing away. The chance to make a self-supporting citizen of him is growing 
less and less every hour. He is being despoiled of his inheritance, he is being 
surrounded by all manner of devices that human ingenuity and human greed 
and human avarice can invent. There is no time for me to go into my library 
to elaborate an untried experiment of this kind. If others can accomplish it, I 
give them my hearty Godspeed. I hope they will find me as earnest a cooper- 
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ator as any they can find the moment they can convince Congress that this is 
practicable or possible, and I beg of them not to delay another four years. I beg 
of them before the first month of this Congress shall have passed to present their 
measure in the ablest way they can and take the judgment of Congress upon it. 
I shall be satisfied if they will be. 

Hon. William Strong. If I were wise I should probably follow the old maxim, 
which says, if you have nothing to say, you had better say it and sit down. There 
are, however, two or three things which I will mention briefly that may be of 
some interest. Senator Dawes, in his very able address, says what I entirely 
concur in : that the Indians, under the allotment act, have been made citizens of 
the United States, and -those who have taken up lands have all the rights of the 
white citizens of the State in which they live, are subject to the same laws, and 
have all the privileges granted by the general law which any white citizen has. 
And there is one matter connected with this which is perhaps worthy of consid- 
eration, when we are considering the status of the Indian. Whatliave Indian 
agents to do with those Indians to whom allotments have baen made, who have 
become citizens of the States ? and what right has an agent to interfere with a 
citizen of the State ? Can he direct or control in any manner the use of the allotted 
land and the allottee ? 

Senator Dawes. No more than he can of your house. 

Justice Strong. Senator Dawes says very properly that Indian agents can 
control this land no more than they can control my house. Indians in States to 
whom allotments have been made are under the control, in regard to the use of 
their property, and in regard to their rights of every description, of the laws 
and officers of the State. 

There are agents now among the Indians to whom lands have baen allotted 
who do interfere. Within a year some Indians have waited upon me at Wash- 
ington to whom allotments had been made, who said that the agent would not 
permit them to do this or that thing on their property. If they had timber land, 
the agent would not allow them to cut any timber except what was necessary for 
building a house. They were not allowed to cut any timber and sell it to get 
farming utensils, even when the land was all timber land. 

Another said : /' I have an allotment on which I am endeavoring to raise grain, 
but there is no niill within twenty miles. A man wants to build a mill on my 
property. The agent will not let me allow him to build a mill, even if he pays 
rent for the privilege." 

I had supposed that such control was impossible after the allotment of land to 
the Indians. I supposed it was understood that when the allotments were made 
the work of the Indian agent in that region was done. I agree this may be un- 
fortunate in some particulars. If the Indian is left to himself he may make no 
use of his property, or such use as would bring him a little money, which he 
will spend in whisky. If the agent had some control, he might be made to make 
more valuable usa of his property and become a self-sustaining citizen ; but I do 
not see that that is possible under the allotment law. 

I say nothing on the subject of extending the laws of the State or the Terri- 
tory over Indian reservations not within a State. ^ Mr. Dawes has thoroughly 
discussed the subject of criminal law. The time may come when it will be nec- 
essary to extend civil law, but I do not know that it is necessary at present, or 
advisable. I want to say something, however, with reference to the recent de- 
cision upon compulsory attendance of children at schools in Indian reservations. 
I have seen an abstract of a decision made by Judge Green. I endeavored to get 
his opinion in full, but there was no written one I was informed. The case was 
this : An Indian boy, with the written consent of his father, had been put into 
the school. He was indentured, if I may use the expression, to the teacher for 
education in the school. The father became dissatisfied, and wanted to take his 
son out of school. The teacher would not release him. The Indian father sued 
ou u a writ of habeas corpus to have the possession of his son restored to him, and 
the judge decided that the Government had no right to compel the father to send 
his child to school or to allow the child to be put into the school. Consequently, 
the fact that he had been indentured by his father was held to be of no importance 
whatever, and, therefore, the court could interfere between the teacher who had 
custody of the child, take the child from the teacher's charge, and return him 
to the father. This decision rested solely on the ground that the Government 
had no right to interfere between the father and the child and compel attend- 
ance of the child at a school. I dissent in toto from the decision of that judge. 
It is thoroughly untenable. The government of a State has a right to compel 
attendance at school; and the Government of the United States holds the same 
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authority, as guardian of the Indian, to compel the attendance of Indian chil- 
dren. I believe if such decisions as Judge Green's are correct, the statutory pro- 
visions for compulsory attendance will he of little avail. 

On motion of Dr. W. H. Ward, it was voted that speakers in discussion should 
be allowed but five minutes each. 

Mr. Meserve. As reference has been made to the decision of Judge Green, I 
wish that we might hear from Superintendent B. S. Koppock. 

Mr. Koppock. The Indian to whom reference has been made, a full-blooded 
Indian, gave his son tq Dr. W. H. Winslow, the principal teacher of the school, 
and entered him for three years. The boy came and behaved well. He was al- 
lowed to go home and see his sick grandfather, and returned to the school. The 
1st of July the father came for the boy for vacation. I told him I was willing the 
son should go home for a vacation, but I expected all the Indians who took their 
children to sign a written contract to return them on Saturday, the 29th of Au- 
gust, without* any trouble to me or to the agent, or any expense to the Government. 
I had a large number of contracts signed in this way; and this contract wa& 
signed by this Indian, Abraham Lincoln. He understood it. His boy signed it, 
and he did also. His tribe has an attorney, and this man wrote .afterwards to 
know whether the boy was regularly entered, and whether I should expect him 
to return. I said I should; that the solicitor for the school was in the neighbor- 
hood, and I should expect him early in the week. The next thing I heard was 
that the attorney of Li)gan County had called at the school and asked to see me. 
I was very busy and failed to see him. I did not know his business at the time. 
A writ was then served on me and on Dr. Winslow, and the next day the doctor 
went to court. The trial was peculiar. It took five days to get through with 
that little case. There was no evidence to sustain any charges. The boy spoke 
good English and wrote his own name. He said he was treated well. The at- 
torney of the tribe admitted that the father had put the boy into the school for 
three years, jand that the time was not up. How the decision came to be made 
that was made I can not understand. 

President Gates, Did not the boy want to be in school ? 

Mr. Koppock. Yes. After the decision was made, I called on the supervisior 
of education^ and urged that he should go down and get everything connected 
with this matter in writing. The case was in the hands of the United States 
district attorney. The judge was the judge of Logan Counl^. We are not in 
that county ; we are on the Cherokee Strip. A courteous letter was written to 
the judge, asking for his decision in writing. It has not come, and that is where 
the case rests. What will become of it I do not know. It is a matter of great 
interest. If by such means children can be taken from school, the schools must 
be disbanded. I do not know how many children I shall find when I go home. 

Bev. Charles W. Shelton. In talking with Maj. McLaughlin in regard to 
the helpfulness of the Indian police, I asked him how he felt as to putting the 
Indians under the care of the courts along the borders of the reservations. He 
said that ten years ago he would not have dared to do it, but that to-day he 
would trust any Indian on his reservation in any court. He said they would be 
treated just as honestly and fairly and impartially as any white man in the same 
court. I asked him whether the decisions of the Indians in the courts for Indiam 
offenses were usually just? He said, " I have sometimes questioned whether I 
should make the sentences quite so heavy for the crimes." When an Indian is 
brought into one of these courts and sentenced, his whole pride has gone. There is 
no need of the guard-house. Until the sentence is worked out, he has such a 
contempt for himself that he does not want to be with anyone else. I have asked 
every Indian agent I have seen for the last five years whether their Indian police 
are thoroughly armed. "Yes," has been the reply; "they are armed with 
heavy army revolvers." These Indians are often from 50 to 70 miles from 
any agent. I have asked agents whether they have known of the Indian police- 
men making unwise raids on the reservations. " Never," has been the reply. 
I have asked, " Did you ever know an Indian policeman to make an unwise use 
of his arms?" And the reply has always been, " No, never." 

Mr. A. K. Smiley. Wherever I have been, I have asked with regard to these 
Indian courts. And I have got only one uniform answer, that the Indian trial is 
a very fair trial; and I am satisfied that the administration of justice in the 
hMids of Indians is vastly better than in any part of New York. 

A Delegate. City or State? 

Mr. Smiley. Both. I have never seen justice better administered than there ► 
Near San Bernardino there are about 13 or 14 Indian families, making a band. 
We collected them to give them their land. They are safe from the white men 
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there. We collected them in council and asked them to be by themselves, and 
we found out all about their administration of justice. We asked them in regard 
to a young man who we understood had been whipped by the^chief , and we asked 
what the crime was for which he had been whipped. They said the man had not 
been kind to his wife. He had abused her, and they brought him before all the 
men of this band, and the chief gave him a good, sound whipping. We, not 
thinking that the man was present, asked where he livedo and they replied, 
** There he is," pointing him out. He was the biggest man of the whole twenty- 
five, and the chief was a little fellow; but the man had submitted to his punish- 
ment. 

Mr. F. J. Stimson. I should lik« first to correct Mr. Dawes in one matter. 
The proposed bill does not allow Indians to make any contracts. On the con- 
trary, it expressly excepts all contracts from which Indians are now restrained 
by the reservation system. 

Next, as to th^ other objection, the proposition of law that the other reser- 
vations in the States are not subject to the control of the Government of the 
United States ; this is too vast to be debated here. I can only say that, until to- 
night, it has not been, at least for the last ten years, seriously questioned by any 
lawyer. 

This decision of 1885, to which reference has been made, is the United States 
V8. Kegama (118 U. S., 375). 

The Supreme Court held here that the United States had full power to legis- 
late for Indians on a reservation within a State. The only one possible excep- 
tion is in Colorado, where certain jurisdiction over reservations was conceded to 
the State in the enabling act under which Colorado was admitted to the Union. 
But, as there are hardly any Indians there, it is not important. 

The answer to the third and last criticism of these views of your law commit- 
tee — namely, that the Indians on all the reservations to which the severalty act 
is applied are United States citizens — is that, if this is merely an empty term, it 
will not do them much good if there is nothing of the fabric of civilization around 
them. And no one pretends to sajr that these courts shall exist on the reserva- 
tions in the States after the Indians have got all their lands and have become 
citizens and the reservation becomes part of the State. These are to be tempo- 
rary courts, a stop-gap to train the Indians until all the reservations are thrown 
open. The moment, the Indian becomes a citizen he becomes a citizen imder the - 
law, not of the State, but of the United States, so that the United States has 
still power to say under what law or court he shall live. The State, on the other 
hand, will refuse its courts, and, in fact, have constantly done so, as we hear 
from Mr. Cornelius, even in so civilized a State as Wisconsin; for the Indians on 
the reservations pay no taxes, hence the nearest county authorities refuse them 
court protection or process of any kind. Our object is to have courts on the res- 
ervations until they are all open. It has been estimated that it may be sixty 
years before they are all thrown open. I have the authority of Commissioner 
Morgan in stating that the number of allotments under the severalty act in four 
and one-half years in 12,752. As allotments are made to men, women, and chil- 
dren in some cases, it is fair to estimate that we may contemplate at least one 
hundred thousand allotments in all. At the present rate, therefore, it will take 
thirty-six years. It is during these years that we think they might be wisely 
given courts. 

There were those very Indians in southern California, for instance, whom we 
heard of this morning as despoiled of their land because they were not trained 
to protect their legal rights, and because State courts could not be trusted to do 
justice to them. - , 

This is the condition : that we may have numbers of Indians United States 
citizens, and yet they may be in a place where there is no law. Without the es- 
tablishment of courts it means very little to say that these Indians are United 
States citizens. 

As to the act of 1885, that is the act that we always have cited to us in answer 
to the suggestion that anything should be done for the civilization of the In- 
dian — this act which provides that they may be tried for these seven high 
crimes. But you do not civilize a people by giving them the right to be tried 
for murder, arson, rape, and burglary. That is not civilization. All the civil 
side is left out. How does the present system work, even in criminal matters? 
The Indians have to go to United States courts, and they sometimes have to go 
hundreds of miles. One of our objects proposed is to bring the courts nearer to 
them. The result now is that Indians often conceal crimes rather than be at 
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such expense and trouble, leaving their families and their vocations for month»J 

Then there is another civil side, and that ie a vei^ important thing, the train- 
ing ia civilization, tn knowled^ of municipal affairs. On these teservaiiona 
there is no county division, no civil machinery of courls, evenif they would take' 
juriedietion, which they will not, because the Indians pay no lajcea. It la the 
civil side of law that ia valuable for civilization. At present there is nothing 
but these Indian agents' coarts, I am delighted To hear about them. I know 
they are very good. But they are police courts with very minor jiiriadictioo, 
lootcing after chicken'Siealing and such thlnga, ashaa beenaald to-night. When 
they cbme to the test of trying cases involving properly and large sums of money, 
where great financial InlereBta are involved, ai'ethe judges, those Western cadi, 
or the agents who appoint the judges, going to stand the strain? It is againi ' 
all human history to suppose they can. 

We have very wisely given the Indian property. The act of 1S87 is the great-] 
est step ever talcen or that ever will be tasen for the advancement of the Indian.^ 
He can now accumulate property. He oerlalnly can and will get land- We hava- 
a pressure bi-ought in from all the land-grabbers for theae reaervationa to be 
thrown open, that they may buy at cheap prices the land left after allotmenfc 
and now, at the very time when they moat need training and proi)ection and all 
Uiat the usage o! courts can give them, we propose to throw them neck and crop 
into a sort of Tom Tiddler's gi-ound— a place where they will be at the mercy of 
the land-grabber, and with no civilized oourts^ut of the nation, and not yet ia- 
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the State. It aeems to me there is a very large gap in the pi'esecl law. 
glad that by going several hundreds of miles cei'tain Indiana can be '" " 
murder and manslaughter and these iive other crimes, but there ia n 



fully and thoughtfully at the facts and the testimony. I am sure we ahall aU 
agree that it ia Important for ua to find out exactly vmat has been done by leg- 
Iriation. One of the many bright women of this conference has su^geated that 



which they can bring important civil causea. They have no civil machinery. 
The registry of land titles ia very defective. There le no probate court. Family 
relations are indeterminate. Wills may not be proved, neirs can not be deter- 
mined. Unless this proceaa of allotting land is to go on much more rapidly than i 
it has, unless all the reservations are to be thrown open within three years in- J 
stead of thirty, ramething of this sort should be done. I 

President GATES, When there are differences of opinion among the warmest 1 
friends of the Indian, it becomes a matter of great importance that we looker 

.._ii 3 -t — i_^...,i._ _. .1.. ■__._ — J ^i^g testimony. lam sure we ahall . _ 

t exactly what has been done by leg- 
^f this conference has su^geated """■ 
it would be wiao if we had a Mntral bureau of information, by which the 
ceaaive steps of legialation might be immediately reported te all the associations 
of women that have been formed in the interest of the Indian— associations 
which have done so much for the cause. I can not help urging all those who- 
want te keep in touch with our Indian work that they should keep informed of 
these changes in legislation. Some of the ladies may deem it wise to organize 
such a bureau of information. 

It is exceedingly important, when statementa are made with reference te the i 
lep'al statua of the Indian, that those atatementa should be made in accordance.) 
with the facta of legislation aa it now is, not aa it waa aeveral yeara ago. As to 
the efficacy of Indian courts and the question whether Indians are bein^ fitted 
for citizenship by the courts of Indian offenses, I was greatly impressed with the 
fact that the majority of agents in the reuorts juat ret^ seemed te feel that there 
was Buhstantially " the same law " tor Indians and tor whites. I have had some 
years of experience in watching Indian affairs and in effo.rta for the Indians at 
Washington and at these conferences, while I know very little personally of the 
work in the field. Yet I have felt a growing conviction that the less special 
legislation we have for Indians and the sooner we pull them out of the reserva- 
tion and destroy and break up the reservation, give up the rations, and send the 
Indians out inte the world te learn te walk by their own stumbling efforts, with 
an occasional helping hand extended to them, the better it will 1m for them. I. 
do not want to be misunderstood, 1 

I made a remark at ovir meeting last year (and I "said it sarcaatically," as Ar^ 
temusWai'dusedtoexplain) that, whenever the public should become willing to 
let the Commiasioner starve afew Indiana in the experiment, we could put an end to- 
the ration system, and its pauperizing tendencies. Three ladies oameteme,and 
told methatthoBOodopinionlhey werekind enough W say they bad formerly had 
of me waa gone, because 1 "hud advocated starvation'' I And they said it se- 
riously! I do think it would be well to take for the use of the nation the land 
the Indians do not use, but W do it in equity. Let agreements be made with 
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the Indians. Let the funds accruing from* the sale be held in trust for their edu- 
cation. Do not let these funds be distributed, so much to each person. Let the 
trust funds be used so long as they are specially needed for educational purposes, 
and then let the balance, when no longer needed, be covered into the Treasury. 
Do not let the funds become booty to be quarrelled over by shrewd lawyers, who 
wish to have them divided among the Indiaus. Let the Indians have good land, 
and as much of it as they can use; and, after that, the only possible way is to let 
them learn by their own blunders. Respectable white settlers should be en- 
couraged, by especially good terms, to take farms among them. And, as fast as 
we can, let us put the Indian children into the regular public schools of the coun- 
try, and let us open the regular courts to Indians, and make these courts easy of 
access for their protection. 

I have been driven to the conviction that we can afford to let the Indians get 
along for a time with a little less perfect organization in their courts rather 
than build up an elaborate system of courts especially for them. I do not believe 
it is going to take sixty or fifty or even ten years to break up the reservations. 
I think they are going to be carved up within five years. Ten years from now 
I do not believe we shall have any surplus Indian land left to talk about in these 
conferences. Those Indians who can help themselves, can *' get on," will do so 
with such help as we can give them. The others, who will not and can not sup- 
port themselves after a fair opportunity is given them, will have to take their 
chances in the poorhouses of tne country, under our regular poor laws, I very 
much fear. Certainly, to perpetuate the reservations and the separate life for 
the Indian people is not to fit them for American citizenship or for self-sup- 
port in civilized life. 

Mr. Pierce of Connecticut. If these Indians become citizens, with all the 
rights of citizens, they are entitled to their money. The Government has no 
right to take my money, and it should have no right to take others'. 

Senator Dawes. You would better educate the Indian. 

Justice Strong. When allotments are made they are generally made in a 
body. That is, a large part is cut off from a reservation, and a large number of 
Indians, say five hundred or a thousand, are allotted together or in near neigh- 
borhood to each other, and they become citizens of the State in which their 
lands are. They are free from taxation for twenty-five years; they are to be 
under the custody of the State government. The Government of the United 
States has no right to establish schools, build schoolhouses, appoint teachers 
and pay them there, and yet the Government of the State that is called upon to 
do it can not get any revenue from the taxation of the lands. These allotted 
lands may fill up ah entire county. Of course there will be indisposition on the 
part of the State to build schoolhouses and pay school teachers for such an In- 
dian county, where there is no revenue from the Indians. Some provision must 
be made for that by Congress. The State must be relieved from the burden of 
establishing schools, laying out roads, building schoolhouses, and paying teach- 
ers, or else either there will be no schools or they will be very inferior, and 
there may be no roads laid out. There must be some provision made by Con- 
gress by which some equivalent shall be given for the exemption of all the allot- 
ted lands from taxation. That can well be made out of the proceeds of the re- 
mainder of the reservation. I think that this conference ought to speak on 
that subject before it adjourns. 



THIRD SESSION. 

Thursday Morning, October 8, 

The conference was called to order by the president after prayer by Rev. C. 
L. Thompson, D. D., of New York. 

Permission was given to Rev. W. S. Hubbell, D. D., to speak on behalf of the 
New York State Indians. 

Dr. Hubbell. I listened with the greatest interest to the discussion last 
evening. I was rejoiced to hear Judge Strong make the statement that in his 
opinion it is not wise to extend the civil law over the reservations at present. I 
rejoiced at the statement of good resulting from the courts of the Indians, be- 
cause among the Indians of New York there is something resembling this, known 
as the " peace-makers' court." It is the intention of those influencing legislation 
at Albany to abolish this. I notice in the North American Review E. L. Grodkin 
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says: " The capacity of the Stato for idterferinif with people profitably has not 
grown in anything like tho ratio as the popular intelligence" ; and, although he 
does not refer to Indian affairs, I think the principle holds good In that. I wish 
the Indians ot New York could be let alone by legislation at Albany for the 
present, I wish it might be for the benefit of the Indiana if it is to occur at all. 
It should not at least imperil their interests. The superintendent of the census 
of the Indians east of the Mississippi, Gen. Carrington, said, a year ago, of the 
bill of last year which Gov. Hill refused to sign, that It could not have been 
drawn by a lawyer for the reason that there were inauperablo legal ohjeotions to 
the carrying of it out. The conditioos of the six nations are peculiar. Of their 
8S,000 acres of land, 53,000 are said to be subject to the Ogden Land Company, 
whioh antedal«i the Federal Constitution. Had that bill b^en carried into 
effect it would have given 53,000 acres of land to the Ogden Land Companv and ' 
made the Indians homeless. Such things have made the Indians feel that legia- 1 
lation is not in their interest. \ 

On the Alleghany Reservation there are large tracts of choice land, at least 
3,700 acres, settled by white men, who do not expect to go away, who aim and 
expect to have that land in fee. The entire town of Salamanca has two miles of 
streeU occupied by people who have leased the land. On the Cornplanter Res- 
ervation they have experimented with land in severalty for twenty years. They 
had a thousand acres of land given to them. I do not know what has become of 
it. It includes now about 600 or 700 acres. It was divided in 1871 by the Priends, 
One man has 400 acres which he cultivates, and that is about all that is culti- 
vated. The allotment of land is not asuccess under these conditions. Bui if the 
Indian had been allowed to sell to the white men, thera would be no land to cul- 
tivate at present. I could wish that legislation on these points might cease. 
What the Indians need isChristian education, and I do hope tnat within the next 
ten years all the Indians will b^ able to take their places as white men, and will 
have some of their land left to live upon. If all the reservations were to be di- 
vided to-day among the Indiana of New York, there would be less than 15 acres 
toaman. Were all the land of the Alleghany Reservation to be divided, it would 
be less than 7 acres to a man. What Indian can live on a farm of 7 acres? They 
need Christian education and industrial education, which shall not limit them 
to being farmers. It strikes me as cruel that the Indian should be compelled to 
do that which we do not ask for white men, that they should be compelled to 
till the land instead of following other occupations. It would be a good thing if 
Capt. Pratt could make room for more Indians there. He has some forty of the 
youth from Tuscarora, and mure would be glad to go. 

A word concerning the report ot Mr. Garrett on the New York State Indians, 
Which has been presented here in pamphlet form. It is a marvelous reduction 
from the report of eight years ago. 

Dr. Hubbell closed hy reading a telegram from Gen. Carrington, saying the 
census report would confirm the conviction that enforced immediate severalty 
for the Indians ot New York would only contuse the New York Indian problem, 
without honor to the whites or justice to the Indians. • 

. President Gates. The report hy Mr. Gan-ett, which has been referred to, la 
one which ha made to the Board of Indian Commissioners. Mr. Gai'rett visited 
the New York State Indians, and reported tacts as he found them. 

Judge Draper. I ara soiTy this matter has come up again. It is not here 
again by m^ consent. I am told that Dr. Hubbell has solicited the opportunity 
to present it again, and that it was reluctantly grantod by the business com- 
mit tee. 

The Chairman. That si 

Judg'e Deapek. Very well, 1 
committee, to state whether it ja ul- uuu.  

Dr. Ward, I will say that Dr. Hubbell solicited the opportunity to ])resent the- 1 
matter, but will not aay that it was reluctantly granted. 

,.. = .._ ^ ^, .. , . .^ , . " - ;, i3i, 



Judge Drapes. That Is sufficient. From me statements of several members 
of the committee I thought I was justified in saying that the committee was re- 
luetant. For obvious reasons we will not ask each member of the committee to 
tuily explain. It is shown that the opportunity to open up the matter was solic- 
ited. That is all I wanted to establish. The I'esponsibility is not with me. It 
Dr. Hubbell's peculiar views must he presented. again, they must be answered 
again. 

Briefty let me state the facts. There are seven Indian reservations in thlfl 
State. They are not improving morally. The situation is very bad indeed, The 
report ot Mr. Garrett clearly establishes that fact. Dr. Hubbell says, "Let them 
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alone." Are they to be let alone? The devil only asks to be let alone. Four 
years ago I came into this conference for the first time. I was asked to say some- 
thing concerning the New York reservations because I was oflBcially charged 
with the duty of maintaining schools there. I stated what I knew. It was the 
truth to the best of my knowledge. Bishop Huntington was here. He had had 
much experience, gained through mission work among these Indians, and was 
chairman of a committee having special reference to them. He presented a re- 
port setting forth in caustic language the circumstances which prevail upon the 
reservations. I arose, and asked if the language was not a little strong, and at 
my suggestion it was tempered somewhat. It was then adopted, and went to the 
country. I knew that the statements were true, and that I could stand by lan- 
guage emanating from Bishop Huntington and adopted by the conference, and 
that I could advocate the remedy adopted by the conference. I waited some time, 
and then adopted the language, almost word for word, and used it in my annual 
report. Directly I was severely assailed by the Buffalo Presbytery. There is 
no time now to discuss issues of fact in detail. So I accept the statement of facts 
as presented by Mr. Garrett after an investigation on behalf of the United States 
Board of Indian Commissioners. What does Mr. Garrett say? 

*' The abundant testimony taken and published by this committee supports, in 
the main, Judge Draper > assertions. His language was rather strong in some 
cases, yet it was essentially true." 

I take it that a State officer attempting to call public attention in a great State 
to a public evil is entitled to state the facts strongly, if he states them truly. I 
had indeed supposed he would be entitled to credit for it. Mr. Garrett states 
the facts more in detail, and he states them moderately, for he is an optimist 
with a sunny nature and he makes the best of everything. He says: It may be 
truthfully stated: (1) That schools are not generally encouraged by these In- 
dians; (2) that there is an indisposition to work and to cultivate their own land; 
(3) that their tribal organizations are a positive disadvantage to them in the way 
of improvement; (4) that the marriage tie is loosely regarded; (5) that they are 
inadequately amenable te law, civil and criminal; (6) that the English language 
is seldom or never spoken among themselves; (7) that what is known as pagan- 
ism, a species of barbarous monotheism, prevails, and is likely te so long as the 
Indians are isolated, as they are now; (8) that the reign of chiefs does not favor 
civilization or progress." 

There is one statement of Dr. Hubbell which needs particular attention. He, 
and those who think with him, have not hesitated te attribute some improper 
motive to those who have favored the Mohonk plan of abolishing the reserva- 
tion system and distributing these Indian lands in severalty. This morning he 
speaks of a claim known as the Ogden Land Company Claim, and insists that, if 
our plan is carried out, it would make this alleged claim valid, and so the In- 
dians would be robbed of all that belongs to them. The fact is that the legisla- 
tive committee, which exhaustively investigated this whole matter, made spe- 
cial report of this particular matter, and recommended that no legislative action 
shoula be taken touching the distribution of these lands in severalty imtil this 
claim was settled. I have not the original legislative report here ; but Mr. Gar- 
rett has copied extracts from it in his report, and I read from that. The second 
and third recommendations of the legislative committee are as follows : 

"(2) That the legislature request the General Government to take action to 
extinguish the claim of the Ogden Company to the lands of the Senecas and that 
portion of the Tuscaroras covered by it. 

*' (3) That the lands of the several reservations be allotted in severalty among 
the several members of the tribes, with suitable restrictions as to alienation to 
whites, and protection from judgments and other debts, but such division not to 
go into effect as to lands affected by the Ogden Company's claim until that claim 
be removed." 

Dr. Hubbell. That may be in the report, but not in the bill. 

Judge Draper. I am surprised at that statement. I think it is an error. I 
have not a copy of the bill here ; but I am sure that, if that provision was not in 
it I should have heard of it before now.* 

The situation upon these reservations is worse than upon the western reserva- 
tiohfi in many respects. There is no police force, and no check upon crime. It 
is very doubtful if the criminal laws of the State apply to this territory. They 
certainly are not enforced. The number of people is slowly increasing. Illit- 
eracy is growing. Some will be quick* to ask why this is so, when the State 

* See statement of Judge Draper in reference to this matter near close of morning session. 
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mamtains achools there. It is beoauee the leaders of the tribes 
schools, and we have no authority lo compel attendance. 

Now, I have & single word in conolusion. I can not understand what _ _ 

Preaby tei'ian ministera so contentious. We ha^e all agreed here upon a goner^ 
policy concerning Indian reservations. I have been trying t(i carry out that 
policy. I hav*; had eomething to do toward securing legislation to effect it. 
An element ci^awds its way in here, and at every opportunity says : " We wMit 
the New York rea^rvalions let alone. We want it qui?t at Albany." Do you 
aualain what we have bson doing-, or do you listion to this opposing voice? I 
have no interest in the matter which is not your interest. My business in lite 
is not likely to be coafined to Indian reservations. My official duties bring ms 
onlj; into incidental contact with this matter. Except as I supposed you wera 
behind me, I have done and will do nothing; about this matter. Some things 
ought to be ooosidei-ed settled. I( We in New York have been doing as you 
would do, say so, and say it in such a way that the public will have no doubt 
about it. If not. say that, and it is more than likely that there will be no radical 
legislation touching the New York Indian reservations for some time to come. 

The Chairman. I think I ought to inquire whether Superintendent Draper is 
not a Pj-esbyterian? 

jAtdffe Drapre. In a modest way I am an unworthy elder in the Presbyterian 
Church. 

Capt. Pratt. I have just hired at Carlisle a man to take charge of otir truck- 
ing and [arming who In the past t#o years has rented !> acres of land close to 
the town, at 920 an acre. He has a wife and three children, and a house, and he 
gets his living out of this amount of land. When I was in Tucson I saw two 
Chinamen who rented 4 acres of land and paid SI. 50 for It. They planted It with. 
vegetables, and appeared to be making a pretty good subsistence. 

A paper was then read bv Capt. R. H. Pratt, superintendent of the Indian In- 
dustrial School, Carlisle, Pa. 

THE WAY OUT. 
[By Capt. R. H. Pritt.l 

My theme is "A Way Out," or what we at Carlisle call the " outing Bystem." 
The Indians are walled off from participating incur civilization by their savagery 
and ignorance, aided by the reservation andother systems we have adopted for and 
forced upon them. Their opportunities to see and hear and know are so limited 
that th^ are not to be blamed if they inake little progress ic the arte of civiliza- 
tion, Tills feature of their case struck me at orioe when I came in contact with 
them as an offleer in the Army, in 1807; and I have ever since urged foreign em- 
igrant privileges for them, and that our civilization should absorb them, and 
not they adopt our civilization and continue separate tribes and peoples. 

How can a man become a sailor if he is never permitted to go to sea? Why 
expect a boy raised in exclusively agricultural surroundings to become anything 
but an agriculturist? If the Indians can not participate in the privileges and 
benefits of our civilization, they are not to be blamed for not adopting it. If the 
youth are raised and continued in the surroundings of their tribes and savagery, 
we should find no fault with them for remaining tribes and savages. 

The beginning of my experiences In outing Indians — that is, In getting them 
away from their reservations— was in the spring of 1875. when I was sent by the 
War Department with prisoners tJ) Florida, and the dlsireas to them of that be- 
ginning equaled that caused by the presence of certain death. We had chased 
and fought a eood part of the Cheyennes, Kiowae, Comanches, and some Arap- 
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fthoes up and down through tie western part of the Indian Territory from July, 
1874, to April, 1875, and had captured many hundreds of them, who were held 
prisoners at Fort Sill and at the Cheyenne Agency. On the recommendation of 
Gen. Sheridan, the GJovernment determined to send the bad leaders to prison 
in Florida. Seventy-fmtr were placed in irons; that is, iron rings connected by 
a short chain were riveted on their ankles, and many of them were handcuffed 
also. OneCheyenne woman, named Mochi, was thuschained. They were shipped 
to the railroad in army wagons, ten in a wagon. A heavy chain fastened to a 
strong staple in the front of each wagon-bed was passed between the legs and 
over the shackle chain, and they were made to sit down, five on a side. The 
other end of the chain was fastened to the rear of the wagon-bed with a staple 
and padlock, so that it was impossible for any of them to get out except they were 
loosened by the guard. As we moved away from Port Sill, crowds of thefr rela- 
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and frieada covpred the hig-b points as near as they were permitted to. and 

wailed and fraabed Ihemselvea with knives. Two companleB of infantry 

1 of cavalry tji-otected the train, marching with loaded guns in front cuia 

and on the eides. '■* 

At night the prisoners were taken 

wheels of the wagons and the prlsont 

the ground between the wagone. C 

down each aide of «ach etrirg of prisoners. When 

were loaded into cars, which most of them bad never Been before. When the 
cai's began to move rapidly many of the lodians covered their heads with their 
blankets from fear. We slopped nine days at Fort Leavenworth, awaiting the 
ordere of the War Department. Gray Beard, the prineipal chief of the Chey- 
ennes, in the night-lime attempted to commit suicide by hanging himself wim 
a piece of blanket be bad torn off and fastened to the grate In the window and 
around his neck, and keeping hiii feet otT the floor by Lifting them up. He waa 
saved by the wajcing of bis old friend, Minlmic. Vast crowds of people ware 

fathered at every Htoppiag-place on our way as we passed on throueh St. Louia, 
ndianapolis, Louisville, Nashville, Chattanooga, Atlanta, and Jacksonville, to 
the old Spanish Fort at St. Augustine, Fla. 

Above Nashville, Lean Bear, one of the principal Cheyenne chiefs, attempted 
U> commit suicide by stabbing himself in the neck and breast with a small 
penknife, making eight wounds. He was pronounced dead by a surgeon on the 
train, and I left the Ueut^nant and three meh at Nashville t« bury the body; but 
after we left Nashville ho revived, and five days after we reached St. Augustine 
he rejoined the party. He had, however, made up his mind to die, and steadily 
refused food and water until death came. Just as we reached Florida, passing 
through the pineiwooda at 2 o'clock In the morning. Gray Beard, who had tried 

. ^nimit suicide at Leavenworth, secured a whole aeat for himself, managed to 

3 the attention of the guards standing in each end of the car, and to jump 
out of the window when the train was going at 25 miles an hour. It was re- 
ported to me at once, and I pulled the bell-rope and stopped the train. The 
conductor came, and backed the train until we found where he had atruok 
the ^ound. After searching for him for some time and failing to find him, I 
detailed a portion of the guard to remain and secure him, and had just got 
aboard the train with the rest of the guard when Gray Beard came out from un- 
der palmetto bushes near the train, and started to run so rapidly that the guard 
who aaw him thought he had gotten his shackles oil, and cried out, "Hereheia," 
and instantly flred, the hullo t passing through Gray Beard's bowels. We llitM 
him on the rear car, and be died in aa hour. San Marco had been fitted up as a 

8riB0n,sothatitwaBsimplyagreat pen, so walled up with boards inside aa to make 
, Impossible for them to get out. or even up onto the terreplein, 20 feet above 
the floor of the court. A strong guard with loaded guns marched, to and fro on 
the terreplein; and the Indiana sole outing-place was in the court below, where 
they could only look uji and see the aky. By this time the heart of the offlcef,, 
in charge was as sad and heavy as the hearts of his prisoners. The peopli 
constantly anxious to see the Indians, but it was thought best to allow th< 
portunitieB only a few hours two days in the week, when they came in ci 

My orders from the War Department directed me to take charge of the priffr 
oners and see that their pi-oper wants were supplied. I reasoned that their proper 
wanta included all the gains, ftio rally, pbyaicaUy, intellectually, and indusWiidiy 
that could be made for them while undergoing this banishment. Against the 
protest of the commanding officer at St. Augustine. I assumed that I was entirely 
responsible, and that it was my business to determine what to do and bow to do 
it. I accordingly removed the chains, then reduced and Anally dismissed the 
guard, and organized the young Indians as a company, placed them on guard, 
and during two years and a hali there was not a single violation of my trust. I 
took down and removed that portion of the fort that had been constructed to 
keep them in the court, and built a house on the terreplein, where they couidllve 
and get the fresh sea air and look out upon the town, country, and ocean. I 
undertook the profession of school-teacher, tirst myself, then aided by roy inter- 
preter and Mrs. Pratt, and, finally, by some of the good ladies of St. Augustine — 
Miss Mather, Miss Perit, Mrs. King Gibbs, and Mrs. Cooper Gihba, also Mra. 
Carrnthers, of Tarrytown, N. Y., and otbecs, with a session of one and a half to 
two hours daily. I removed the soldier cook and appointed Indians to do UU 
cooking, built an oven, got a baker to train an Indian to bake bread, required all 
the policing, chopping of wood, carrying of water, etc., to be done regularly —*" 
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that eaah Indian had some woi'k to do each day. 
them. About half of them, not being cautioned, cutoff tha 
■B to uae tor leggings, throwing away the upper part. To these 
w troueers, admoninhed tbera, and bad no more trouble. 
Belis I insisted on the men cutting their hair, and this was a sore 
rai-e m; hair short, a little argument and sarcasm secui-edai 
abolished, and there waa regular lathing in the sea. Mr. Bal- 




, a curiosity dealer, gave them (1,000 sea beans to polish at 10 cents apieoe. 
After a while we went out on the beach and searched for miles and found thou- 
sands of sea beans, which tbey polished and sold for themselves. Industry and 
oommercial intercourse, together witb a little schooUng:. kept their minds and 
bodies occupied, and comparative contentment grew. After they began to un- 
derstand English, they attended the different churches of the town, I tmated 
them and they trusted me. We became great friends; and as they learned, their 
desire for a higher and belter life grew. I bought and built boats, taught some 
of them how to saU and row; and they took visitors to the beach and up and 
down the coast, and thus made other gains. Later on I began sending them out 
individually to work. Miss Mather and Miss Perit first took one to look after 
their horse and cow, do errands, keep the yard clean, etc. Every morning and 
evening ho went from the fort down through the town to their home and at- 
tended to his duties. 

Fromgreatfear.which was uponall the people when they arrived, tbey, by their 
industry and good conduct, became favorites in the town, until at last thei-e waa 
scarcely any person opposed to the Indians; and they found many jobs— picking 
oranges, on the railroad helping to handle baggage, going Ui and from Tocoi, 
in the sawmill handling logs and lumber, gruobing land, etc, I need not at- 
tempt to tell you all that occurred. Three years wore away, and they were re- 
leased. They all said: " Give us our women and children. We would rather 
stay here than go back to our reservations, where there are so many Indians as 
T)aa or worse than we were." Their proposition was submitted to the Govern- 
ment, but the opposition of a narrow-minded Indian agent led the Government 
to deny their request. Then twenty-two young men said, '' We would rather 
stay East a few years longer and go to school than to go home now." To thia 
the Government said, " The money we have for school purposes istobe used for 
' the youth on the reservations." 

My desire and the desire of their teachers to help these young men who wished 
bo stay led us to go begging, and amone the good people who visited St. Augus- 
tine we found those who would undertake the expenses o! this one and that one 
until the whole twenty-two were provided for. Bishop Whipple undertook the 
expenses of five ; Mrs. Bm'nham, then of Syracuse, N. Y., took four and sent 
them up into Central New York, near Utioa, into the family of Rev. Mr. Wickea, 
an Episcopal clergyman, who is here in the audience ; Mrs. Carruthers took one 
to her home at Tarrytown ; Mrs, Lai'ocque, of New York City, paid for two ; and 
others one each, until all were provided for. Seventeen went to Hampton, and 
thus was engrafted Hampton's noted Indian branch. Ail the others returned to 
their tribes in the Territory. I urged Gen. Armstrong to get the Indians 
y fi-om the school among our own people. He sent me to Berkshire, 
here, with the help of Mr. Hyde, of Lee, we planted a vacation colony 
of the " Ploridfl boys," as we called them, among the farmers, one here and one 
there ; and so that work began and grow, and has been continued in Berkshire 
and elsewhere. Mrs. Pratt and I went to Dakota, and took to Hampton fifty 
more, both boys and girls. Rev, C. L. Hail, who is here to-da;y^, gave us our 
first party, some of them from his own school. I was detailed to stay at 
Hampton for a time. 

^ '■- " '■ ' ' " LU school was bora. In the spring of 1880 we did 

i succeeded in placing sixteen boys and girls 

lia, for vacation only. The people were afraid 

sre afraid of the people ; ana more than half of 

e failures — some after a few days, others after two 



In the fall of IS'R Carlisle India 
a deal o! writing and talking, aj 
amo(^ the farmers in Pcnnaylvs 
of the Indians, and the Indiana « 
these first Carlisle outings w 



r three weeks. But we did not stop. Next year we more than doubled the 
number, and kept a few out during the winter in public schools. The next ynar, 
and every yeai- thereafter, the growth of the system was rapid, until, during the 
flscal year which closed *June 30 lout we showed an outing list numbering six 
hundred and sixty-two, most of them during vacation. Foui' hundred and thir- 
teen of these were boys and two hundred and forty-nine girls. More than two 
hundred of these remained out during the winter, living in families, generally 
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treated as their ownchildren and atteading public scbools with the y 

We have insisted that Indians should be treated like other people, and should  
receive pay in proportion to their labor : and during vacation, our boys and girle, 
" lazy, good -foi'-QO thing Indiana," as they are called, instead of idling away their 
time, as ao many j^outh ot oui-own race do under like oii-cumstanc^a, are work- 
ing hard and eat-niog money for themselves. Their total earniags the past year 
were 820|2(i(i.30, $4,064 J7 of which was earned by labor performed at the school, 
and $16,202,03 outside of the school. Testimonials from their employers as to 
their good ability and character, by the hundred, form part of the permanent 
records at Carlisle ; and ot the six hundred and sixty-two out last year, only 
twenty or 3k per cent were failures. 

The outing system is a means of acquiring the English language and what goes 
with it far quicker and more pei-feutly than it can be gained in any school, for 
the reason that all their talking is with Bagllsh-spe&mg people; and, ijeing- 
along the lines of civilized life and its needs innumerable, other important 
things are learned at the aame time, and they are oompelled to think in Englieh. 
The outing system breaks down their old prejudices against the whites, super- 
stitiun. and savagery, because, not being surrounded by them, aU such qualitiea 
that may have grown up within them In their tribes ful into " innocuous desue- 
tude." 

No plan that I know of ends the prejudice of the white race more rapidly and 
thoroughly. The whites learn that Indians can become useful men, and that 
they have the same quaiitlea as other men. Seeing their industry, their skill, 
and good conduct, they come to respect them. Not many boys or girls who have 
been at the Carlisle school three years or more, and have had the privilege of 
this outing system, but have warm friends among the whites, with whom Ihey 
keep up a correspondence after their return to the school, and in many oaeee 
after they return to their tribes, whei'e. so far in their history, the inevitable 
generally consigns them. The outing system broadens the whole Indian mi nd 
at home among the tribes: for the boys and girls so out correspond with father 
and mother and other friends at home, and the thoughts of those who do not get 
the privilege of leaving the reservation are led away fi'om the reservation. When 
the youth write home that they are kindly treated, and of the many privUegoB 
and opportunities they havd to learn and earn, that thoy have been down to Sie 
ocean, or to PhUadelphia, New York, or even, it may be, to Lake Mohonk, the 
thought of the father and mother, and the other friends who get this inforoia- 
tion, is led into different channels: and, slowly but surely, the walls that sur- 
round the pen in which those at home are placed are lowered, and I look for the 
time to soon come when they will themselves break away from their hindranoea 
and become free men and free women. 

In all these years I have learned more and more to look upon our treatment of 
the Indians ae being unjust and unchristian in its reservation methods, and to 
esteem the insidious plana we are constantlv inaugurating to preserve the auton- 
omy of the tribes au being the worst of all, even worse than the wars and the 
massacres that we have perpetrated upon them. Wars and massacres desti'Oy 
life, and they espect aad understand that; but reservations and the systems of 
keeping them out and away from our civilization and our national life destroy 
hope, and beget a despair which brings recklessness and greater death which 
they do not understand. 

The solution of the Indian problem hinges upon the desti'uction of the present 
BVBtemsandin the devislngof means that will disintegrate the tribes and brin^ 
them into association with the best ot our civilization. Partial destruction M 
past sygtems and the settling on them of others with the same trend will not ac- 
complish the piti'pDse. Lands in severalty, unless the distribution of the land 
is properly managed, will only band, bind, and confirm the tribal power, and 
serve to continue the hindering of their civilization, absorption, citizenship. If 
it is inevitable that they must occupy lauds in severalty and not be allowed to 
get away and become individuals, then the distribution of their lands should be 
ia alternate sections with the white man: that is, there should be an Indian and 
a white man and an Indian and a white man or, better still, two or three white 
men between each two Indians, Purely' Indian schools, especially tribal Indian 
schools, not supplemented by actual contest with thii brain and muscle of the 
other youth of the land, will not bring them into possession of the courage and 
abilitjr necessary for competition with us as a useful and component part of Uia 
inhabitants of this pushing, growing country. 




DI9CDSSION. 

Gen. Eaton. I should like to have some one inform us who purchases the lahda 
of the reservations that are not allotted in .feveralty? Is there any provielon 
for carrying out th6 idea of having whites and Indians in alternate eectione? 

Senator Dawes. In all of the agreements that were ratified it was provided 
that the land purchased should be open to thfl homestead aettlers, who were to 
pay for it the sum of il.25ftnaicre,exi!epttn the Sisaeton Reeervatioo. whore they 
we're to pay S2.50. The proceeds ai-e to be a fund, which, in each particular 
c&ee, had its stipulations and limitations, some very good and some very bad> 

Mr. Tate. After twenty years' miaaioaary experiences among the Indians o( 
Britiah America, I feel a little out of place In giving those experiences here. I 
have crossed the line before, both into Alaska and into Washlngfton. In that 
region the white people have come in and setlied alongside the Indians, There 
were no lines drawn for Indian resorvationa. The white people came in and set- 
tled before there was a survey of the country made. When the Indians saw th»t 
the land was being taten up, the Govei'nment said to them, " We will make 
B.0 reservations," but they gave from 25 to 50 acres to each Indian family. On 
this basis the white people and the Indians were settled together. Now, after 
thirty years, we find our Indians civilized. They go out to work with the white 
people, and get the same wages. I went into a farmhouse the other day, and 
aeked what kind of laborers they employed, " White men. Chinamen, and In- 
fiians," they replied. '" Which are the test'? '' I asked. " The Indians, every 
time." They do their work without complaining, They aro taking positions 
not only in the fields, hut in the workshops. They are good mechanics. They 
prove themselves a success wherever they go. 

I have been spending some days at the Carlisle school because we ourselves 
are organizing an industrial school. I am sure it will be a great success. "The 
Way Out" is to civilize and Christianize and make these IntHans citizens of 
equal standing with the white people. The Presbyterians and Methodists are 
doing good work of this kind in Alaska. I have seen a good deal of Mr. Duncan's 
work, but I can not .agree with him altogether in his methods. He likes to get 
the Indians off by themselves, away from white people and the heathen, It 
Mema to m.e better not to separate the Indians in this way. I know of the noble 
work Mr. Duncan has done, but I can not help feeling that contact with Chris- 
tian, whit« civilization is better tor the people. Mr. Duncan will not live forever, 
and then there is only one Mr. Duncan. What will become of the Indians if he 
dies? isa question that is oft«n asked. It has been replied that the United States 
Government will take care of them in that case. Undoubtedly the United States 
Government will do its utmost: but I would like to see a better way out of the 
difficulty for the Alaska Indians than that polioy. 

You have read of theorueltiesof whitepeoplein dealing with Indian prisoners. 
They have cruelties enough among themselves A young man oame to me from 
Wrangel, and told me he wanted me to write a letter to Washington for him. 
He said his mother had been murdered bv the Indian doctors, and he wanted a 
stop put to that kind of thing. He said there was a chief dying in the village, 
and the medicine man oame and practiced his rites day after day until the man 
was dying. The medicine man said there was no hope for this chief unless a 
woman, who had the secret of his disease, should divulge it. This woman was 
the young Indian's mother. They tied her up. and cut one of those terrible canes 
called the ■' devil's walking sticK," a blow from which poisons the skin, and 
Hogged her day after day until shesuocumbed to the torment. It was no wonder 
he said she had been murdered. Such things have come to an end on the frontier, 
but in the far-off regions of the interior such cruelties are still practiced. In re- 
gard to this problem of the wayout, I trustyour efforts will reach to Alaska. We 
want to see every effort made to lift this people up. because they are capable of 
making good men and women. Schools should be established everywhere imtll 
tiie Indians are made good citizens of the United States. 

President Gates, We are always very glad to welcome workers from the field. 
It la to those whoare giving theirlivea with such aelf-aacriflee that we always bow. 
Many of us believe that Mr. Duncan will live forever. When we find earnest 
workers who differ radically in methods, we are not to bo troubled. Each is do- 
Inggood in his own way. 

Rev. 0. L. Hall, of Fort Berthold. I found my way seventeen years ago to 
Dakota; and I was glad to welcome Capt, Pratt most heartily when he came for 
his first pupils, and helped him with all ray heai'l. He and others have been do- 
ing the work by getting the Indiana out. In the missionary spirit, I have been 



I 
 



J 



86 REPORT OP THE BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS. 

> 
going in, and working from the inside ; and those of us who are working from 
the inside will meet those working from the outside, and we will make a tunnel 
through. 

The other day a forked pole of cotton wood, about a foot through, on which an 
old buffalo hide had been tied, which had stood there useless for six years, fell 
down. Six years ago a great booth of leaves and branches was built about it, 
and the sun dance was performed ; and men swung themselves about this pole 
by setons in their flesh until the flesh pulled out. But through lack of use, the 
pole has loosened and fallen down. Somebody came to me and said, * ' Your school- 
boys pushed that over the other night." I have no doubt it was so, because 
schoolboys in Dakota are very much the same as schoolboys in civilized coun- 
tries. But it was true in a moral and spiritual sense that my schoolboys, and 
girls, too — for the girls are better than the boys — had pushed over these heathen 
customs. For the might of those little hands and the might of the prayers of 
those young hearts might well push over these wicked ways, and bring civilization 
and Citiristianitv. These boys and girls have never seen the outside of the res- 
ervation ; but they have seen what the disciples saw hundreds of years ago — they 
have seen Jesus. It may be a good thing to see a grand civilization and wonders 
of steam and electricity, but it is a better thing to see the Master ; for then they 
will become a power and overthrow heathenism. 

Gen. O. O. Howard. I have long known of the extraordinary transformation 
from darkness to light of the Indians under Mr. Duncan. When Mr. Duncan 
was asked how he accomplished it, without stopping to formulate an answer, he 
said, "I learned the language first, then I went over among those Indians and 
planted the word of God in their midst, and you behold the result." I have seen 
something of the work at Fort Simpson, and have heard the Indians recite the 
Scriptures there ; and I could not help thinking, while our brother was speak- 
ing of his own work, how this primary education of the heart had preceded this 
civilization, and made it possible. These Indians are, many of them, superior to 
many of the white men around them in morals, and equal to them in work. 

The reservation system in the past was a necessity. It was a protection against 
the greed of the white men ; but I welcome such schools as those at Hampton 
and Carlisle, where we can send these young men out from the reservations among 
civilized people. I also welcome the faithful, earnest, steady, Christian work of 
the reservations. Sometimes we get very crass ideas about Indians. We must 
remember that they are savages, that they have murdered women and children, 
and have been guilty of the most terrible outrages, and that those who want to 
do right are obliged to put forth all their energy. 

Mr. KOPPOCK. Capt. Pratt's plan leads to great difficulties. All that he says 
and does I like, and I wish there were ten times as much of that work ; but I do 
not see how it can be practically carried out. 

Capt. Pratt. The point I make is that the old method does not bring the In- 
dians into relations with the white people. I do not care how you go about it. 
Buffalo Bill does it one way, and Carlisle will do it in another way. You may get 
an Indian into civilization by ja great many different roads ; but you ought to pull 
them in, to let them learn to stand alone and be men. The little children we 
have to take care of. There are less than 250,000 Indians. There are many cities 
in this country with a much larger population than that. We work here witli 
all our might and main to keep them Indians, to keep them separate. We can 
pull in 600,000 Americans, and distribute them ; and they are mostly old fellows — 
hard old fellows, too. Some of them go into jails, some into poorhouses. They 
learn by what they have to go through. Let the Indian go through the same 
course, and place him where he can use the powers God has given him. You ex- 
pect him to till the land ; but what if he is too far from a market ? I would blow 
the reservations to pieces. I would not give the Indian an acre of land. Wlien 
he strikes bottom, he will get up. I never owned an acre of land, and I never 
expect to own one. 

Mr. KoPPOCK. This is not a matter of pleasantry to me. I mean business. 
Suppose I mention the Cheyennes and the Arapahoes. There are a great many 
X)ld people among them. The children are under the control of the grandmother* 
Howcan we'get the children from these people if their father, mother, and grand- 
mother are unwilling ? 1 want to know how you are going to get the Indians 
out among the white people ? They foreigners want to come. The Indian does 
not want to go. They want to get as far as possible from the white people. I 
want to know practically how you are ^oing to break up the reservations. You 
can divide up the land ; but what is gomg to become of good, intelligent Indians, 
who can not speak English, who know nothing of business, and who would not 
Jrnofvhow to guide a plow ii they had one. 
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President Gates. A briUiant French woman, who sat at dinnei- n 
opher, said to him, with a, charming, poi-auaaire tone : " They tell r 
have invented a new theory of the universe. Tell it to me in a wt 
could get the solution of thia Indian problem in a word, we Hhoiild be happy. 
PerhapBMr. Lyon.chainnanof the purchaHingeommilteeof Indian supplies, wm 
give ufl aooie hint. 

Mr. Lyon. Having- served so many years in the InJian work, what I know 
about the syfltem I could not tell in five minutes. I do not think even Gen. Arm- 
strong could get o!d Indians to learn much after they are 40 years old. 

Voices. Oh, yes, yea! 

Mr. liYON. Well,! do col think they would be good scholars. Suppose wa  
have land in severalty, and you give the Indians plows and everything of the 
kind, they do not know how lo use them. There are good teachers for the 
schools, but very few to teach farming. The Indian needa to be taught how to 
use a plow and a shovel and an ax. He can not get a living olT the land without 
this instruction. The only solution of that difflculty is to get farm — '— '- 



Dr. Strieby. There eeems to be a disposition to disparage the work that we | 
have begun. I want to ask Capt, Pratt whether he would break up what is going' ] 
on now, and, if he would, how will he aocomplish the thing that la to be done. 

Cant. Pkait. I answered that question last January, at the annual meeting of 
the Board of Indian Commissioners. 

Mr.MESERVE. As superintendent of the largest Indian school east of the Rocky 
Uonntalns, I do not feel that Capt. Pratt disparages our work in the least. Wo 
are endeavoring to find out the best lines that he has worked on, and to follow out 
those lines. I was much interested in Capt. Pratt's paper, and I hop>e all the 
epeakers will confine themselves- to what ho has said as to the importance of the I 
outing system. Two years ago I was appointed superintendent of the Haskell j 
IndliS School. Almost the fii-at thing Gen. Morgan said to me was, '"Go down 
and see Pratt, and go out with him and ace the pupils under the outing system ; " 
and. as Capt. Pratt well knows, I went through various parts of Peunsylvanit 
and New .Jersey, right into the families where the Indian boys and girls were. 
I saw how they lived and wei-e treated. They sat at the same table with the 1 
father and mother and children of the family, and were treated just as well. I 
have done something of this myself . I have had. since last March at least ten 
pupils on the outing system for a longer or shorter period of time. The day be- 
fore I came here I received a letter from a gentleman in Butler County, Kans., 
who said : " Your boys down here are doing more to solve the Indian problem 
than all the other Uiings in the country. The political people here of lul kinds 
are agreed on this one thing, that these boys and girls are faithful and good 
workers." 

One of our Sioux boys was working with a Farmers' Alliance man. I said, 
"How is the Sioux Iwy getting on i"' "Come with me," he said. I went into a 
Held of 500 acres of wheat. They were cutting it with a hinder, and the while 
man and Brockway Bean Shield were putting the wheat up. I saw at once that 
Brockwa^ Bean Shield was doing more than half the work, and the whit« man 
was playmg it on him. Said I to the doctor, '■ What are you paying that while 
man?" "Fifteeu dollarsa month," he answered. When the Sioux boy went 
to this man, the ap-eement was that he should pay him whatever he was worth, 
ae it was an e.tperiment, "Now," I said, "what are you going to pay the boy?" 
"You see," said he. ''he works along with the white man, hegoes to work early, 
and besides that takes care of the stable and works aftor supper; and I shali 
pay bim just the same as I do the man." So there is an Indian getting the sama 

Say as aVhite man, *lj a month. One of our Cheyenne boys is working by the J 
ay in a harness shop, and is i-eceiving a dollar and a half a day. From my two i 
years' experience I have not seen any influence that is lending so strongly to re- 1 
move prejudice against the Indians aathisouting system, lara trying to find 1 
places where my boys and girls can go out and be like sons and dautfhte -*■"-- 
families. I want the Indian hoy and girl to have just as good a cnant 
out of the reservation as I had to get out of the little New England village and ] 
do my lilework. 

Gen. Eaton. Our attention is directed to an exceedingly importac 
About l!70,0()0 is expended to assist in giving agricultural instruction U 
dioas. I believe in that. It is no new idea. But I want to suggest that this ia i 
not done in the best way. This 870,000 is largely wasted. We have in thia 1 
country no doctors of fanning. The farmer here has been opposed to" book** 1 
farming. They have been slow to accept the influt.-nce ot scientific in ' ' — 
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Look at the Fi-<iiich poopio I Thev &fe a logical people. 
They have their uolleges of agrieulture, aud Ihti young mi 
department thoroughly. They are sent abroad to study the bestmethode. Then 
the best men from Ihaee colleges are aeleoted as auHidtant rarmers ; and the^ are 
sent out among the poor farmers, where the soil is poor and the men are igno- 
rant, and they guide these jMjor farmers In the methods of doing the beat thmga. 
This $70,000 appropriated by Congreas could receive such emphasie from this 
oontei-onoe ae t^ in^ce the authorities to send to every place nbero there is to 
be an assistant farmer a man competent and fit in character and qualificationB 
to do this work, and you would rovoiutionize the business in a rerj few years. 

Dr. Harding. Suppose an Indian takea up his land in severalty right in tha 
middle of the reservation, and some squatlep comes in and disputes hie ri^ht, 
and ^ts pmsession, how can that Indian in the middle of the reservation, wit** ' 
no civilization ai'ound him. get that man out ? 

President GATES. We generally give those hard conundrums 
Dawes. 

Senator Dawes. The man who takes up his land, in severalty baa hia title 
given him by the United States, which covenants with him to hold it for him — 
a covenant that can not be broken except with the consent of both parties. The 
United States holds this land exclusively for their use, and it is just as much, the 
duty of the United States to maintain the Indian in that possession as it is for 
the Prasident of the United States to obey his oath of office. The attorney of 
the United States has sworn to execute all of the laws in the courts of the United 
States. He hae an assistant in every State and Territory; and, if they have more 
than they can do, the United States laws have authorized them to employ addir 
tional aid. 

President Gates. What would bo the natural and simple method of 
Cedure ? 

Senator Dawes. The Indian should ^o tothe first UnitedStatesofficer that! _ 
can reach. There are a dozen of them in every Stale.but thehestmanis thedis>i 
triot attorney. The method of administering the laws of the United States Is  
system, and it has ramifications everywhere. There are often cases where men 
lail because of the length and breadth of the land, and the interest involved ; but 
thev are exceptions. A man who is unfortunate enough to take up land in ssr- 
era'ty in the middle of the reservation is like the poor pioneer who locates on a 
quarter section away from every one else. The time will come when eivillz*- 
flon with all its interesta. the church, the schoolhouse, the business office, will 
come to him; but, if he ventures to go out a hundred or two hundred milesfrom 
civilization, he must be patient, and must bear with the incidents of hardahilL, 
that come to the pioneer. 

Pi-esidenl Gates. Would he naturally apply to his agent to protect him 
the proper officer ? 

Senator Dawes. The agent is no longer his 
agent to see that the interest of every Indian 
He is not fit to be an agent unless he does this. 

Hon. J. H. Oberly. I confess that, after listening to all that has been aaid, 
am somewhat in doubt as to what the legal status of the Indian is. The act t 
1!SS5 has two clauses, one applying to Indians on reservations in Territories, t)u_ 
other applying to Indians on reservations in States. The Territories are paaa- 
ing away rapidly. The State has absolute authority over every acre of land 
except that which is reserved by authority of the United States for military, 
Indian, or other national purposes. Suppose that under the operation of the act 
of severalty an Indian were to take his IfiO acres of land in the middle of a — 
ervation in a State. Now, I know that it a white man were lo enter upon 
take poBsasBlon of the Indian's allotment, the Indian might appeal to the aiw 
thorlty of the United States, and the United States, being the trustee of tlU 
Indian, might oust the Intruder ; but this would have to be done by aomt 
legal process, for it must not be forgotten that the moment an Indian takes '' ' 
In severalty on a reservation, that moment that portion of the resei'valion, . 
particular 160 acres of it. passes out of the reservation, and becomes the pi 
erty of a citizen, the property of its Indian owner. 

It is no longer under the authority of the United States Government. The 
authority of the Indian agent over it no longer exists. No longer does the au- 
thority of any officer of the United States exist over it. Suppose now a white 
man should enter that land and commit some crime, say one of the seven crimes 
that have been mentioned, against the Indian owner's person or the person ol 
any of his family. What would be the Indian's remedy? What could he dot 






Idir 

th^^l 

lis.^W 
las & 

mi 

la 

'01 
am 



i 




REPORT OF THE BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS. 

Iclo what court of that State uouldhego, demanding Justice V Is it not poaaibli 
that, while In the letter of the law yon have given to the Indian laad-ownev 
severalty the legal status of the whit« man, you have taken hlra, as a matter 
fact, out of the protection of the General Government, and have not placed him 
securely under the protection of the State government 1' 

Senator Dawes. I want to aak this Western man it he never knyw of a pioneer 
goin^ so far as to be outside of a county organization, and making his home and 
wailmg until the State included him in the county '■* That Is always hap]>ening. 
Pioneers are always waiting for county lines to be established, and until that 
time the general law of tbe State attaches him foi- all civil and criminal purposes 
to the adjacent county. That is the law of the Uniteii States in the States. 
There will always be pioneers until there are enough people together to make a 
county. Then tiie State will embrace them in a new county and establish acourt 
for them; but untU that Is done, an I have said, the general law says, for all civil 
and criminal purposes, they ai'e attached to the adjacent county. 

Mr. Oberly. But this ia not attached to any county, being in the midat of the 
t^servation. 

Senator Dawes. It may not adjoin it, but i» is attached to the neai-est county, 
notwithstanding. There is no ti'Ouble about this. I am surprised that a Weatera 
man should ever find any trouble in the application of the law. To an Elastem man 
like me there might be trouble. They are adding new counties every year, ex- 
oepting Ulinoia, which is quite full. 

Mr. Frank Wood, of Boston. For the paat iittecn yeai's, as well as I could, 
I have studied this Indian question, looking at it from a business man's stand- 

fioint. Fourteen years ago some of us who were intei'eetod in the welfai-e of the 
ndian oame to the conclusion that not much could be accomplished till the res- 
ervation system had been done away with. We formed an association whose 
name indicates its purpose, the Boston Indian Citizenship Committee. The law 
slvlng severalty in land and citizenship for the Indian has since been passed. 
It is certain that the severalty law is not enough. I can not undertake to aay 
■what is the best way to give the Indians a system of law. hut it baa been settled by 
the Supreme Court of the United States in the case of United States vs. Kagama 
that the United States can legislate for the Indians through Congress. I believe 
that a great, civilized, and Christian people can remedy any wrongs that exist in 
this country when they will set about it. 

The Congress of tbe United States can legislate for and enact laws to control 
and protect these people, and do it properly, and thus give them the right start 
toward Christianity and civilization. I do not know whether the so-called 
Thayer bili is the right bill ; although about two years' time were given to 
frame it, and it has been approved by some of the beat lawyers in the country. 
If not the best, give us something better. I an-ree with Senator Dawes that 
this question is surrounded with the greatest difficulties. Judge Lowell, who 
approved the Thayer bill, has said that it was almost impossible to draw a bill 
that would pr6tect these people in their rights. I am sure that the difficulties 
can be overcome, and that our honored friend Senator Dawes will join with us to 
help us do this thing. We must have law as the basis of all progress, either edu- 
cational or industrial. Everything encouraging that has been reported here by 
Cai)t. Pratt and Lieut. Wotherspoon baa teen done in this way. Fii-st they gave 
their Indians law, and then gave them work. The United States sent Lieut. 
Wotherspoon twice to tbe Apaches as an agent of civilization. The first time it 
sent him with a musket in his hand, and Geronimo chased him all over the 
Southwest. The Government sent him again on ajieaceful mission of civilization 
and Chriatianization ; and now Geronimo is a justice of the peaee enforcing law 
and order in his court at Mount Vernon, Ala. 

Tbe benefit of law to the individual depends on his relation to it. It both pun- 
ishes and protects. It does not civilize a man to give him a chance to be hung 
for murder, or to be punished for any of the seven crimes enumerated In the act 
partially extending the criminal law over the reservations, eepecially when the 
nearest court is from one to four hundred miles avraj', and it will involve loss of 
time, trouble, and expense to attend the trial. It is well known that urime ia 
continually covered up on the reservations. l>ecause witnesses do not dare to tell 
of it. Theydo not want to be carried into another State, hundreds of miles from 
home, and locked up for months: and they do not tell of the crimes they see com- 
mitted. It does not pay. And we would not be willing to testify if we were in 
their places. We want to bring law to these people. We want their property, 
their persons, their rights protected by the common law of the land, that protects 
us. We want them to feel that they are surrounded by the peaceful hut power- 
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ful influence of law that protects all civilized society. What security would we 
feel to-day if the law was not our protector, even in this beautiful spot? I have 
heard over and over again from the field that the Indians feel that the great 
need is law to protect them, and without it they have no encouragement to accu- 
mulate property or make any real progress. I have received a letter touching 
this point since coming here from Dr. Eastman. I will read a part of it: 

" Since I came out among the Ogalallas, I am strongly convinced of the need 
of established law and courts among the Indian tribes, especially these here. At 
present there is not much order among them. My close observation convinces 
me that these people are doing pretty much as they please as regards their 
morals. The policemen inform nie again and again that the people are falling- 
away very much since the lp.te trouble. Some of the most progressive among the 
policeman say that the police force is a farce without law. I sincerely hope that 
the so-called Thayer bill will have some attention yet. Schools are very good, but 
can not be fully appreciated and utilized until some order and law is established 
within the reservation. I hear again and again the expressions from the In- 
dians, ' I can not accumulate any proi)erty, for there is no law to protect it.' I 
say, give them more work here at home, and law and courts to protect their 
persons and property." 

Since our meeting last night, when favorable opinions from Indian agents on 
agents' Indian courts were quoted as furnishing a substitute for law, I have 
looked up some more disinterested opinions on the necessity of law. I thought 
that asking an agent's opinion of an agent's court was a good deal like asking a 
fox what he thought of poultry. The Indians' court is appointed by the Indians' 
agent. It administers no code. The will of the agent is its only law, and through 
this court the agent has his chief power. He can at will alter or set aside the 
decisions or remove the judges. I never heard of a decision contrary to the 
wishes of the agent. 

The Indian judges are not fools. They know well enough that, if their de- 
cisions do not suit the agents, others would get their places, and they would lose 
the positions that give them importance in the tribe. The decisions are also in- 
variably in favor of the relatives of thfe judges. How would we like to have our 
lives and property subjected to the decisions of such courts ? 

All the most careful students of the Indian question agree that without law 
little or no permanent progress can be made. 

In 1876, Indian Commissioner J. Q, Smith, one of the best commissioners we 
have ever had, said : 

*' Year after year we exi)end millions for these people in the faint hope that 
without law we can civilize them. That hope is a long disappointment, and year 
after year we repeat the folly of the past. That the benevolent efforts of the 
Government have proved so largely fruitless is, in my judgment, due more to its 
failure to make these x)eople amenable to our laws than to any other cause or to 
all other causes combined. I believe it to be the duty of Congress at once to ex- 
tend over Indian reservations the jurisdiction of the United States •courts, and 
to declare that each Indian in the United States shall occupy the same relation 
to the law that a white man does. This suggestion is the most important I have 
to make." 

In 1878 the Indian Commissioner, in his annual report, quotes the Nez Perc6 
Chief Joseph, one of the greatest men this country has produced, as saying: 

** The greatest want of the Indians is a system of law by which controversies 
between Indians and Indians and Indians and white men can be settled without 
appealing to physical force. Indians understand the operation of laws; and, if 
there were any statutes, the Indians would be perfectly content to place them- 
selves in the hands of a proper tribunal, and would not take the rightmg of their 
own wrongs into their own hands, or retaliate, as they do now." 

In 1879 Gen. Miles in the North American Review quotes Chief Joseph's words, 
** The greatest want of the Indians is a svstem of law," etc.; and added, *' Do we 
need a savage to inform us of the necessity that has existed for a century ? " 

Gen. Crook has always held that the extension of law to the reservations was 
essential and preliminary to Indian progress and civilization. 

In 1887 Bishop Hare says: '* The accursed condition of things on Indian reser- 
vations is an outrage upon the one Lawgiver. It is a disgrace to our land. It 
should make every man who sits in the national halls of legislation blush. And 
wish well to the Indian as we may, and do for him what we will, the efforts of 
civil agents, teachers, and missionaries, are like the struggles of drowning men 
weighted with lead, as long as, by the absence of law, Indian society is left with- 
out a base." 
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Rev. A. T, RiOQS. I can give my personal testimony about the Indian polii 

eourtB. I believe them lo hs eiitipt>ly inadequate. While the Indian haa 

timentof justice, he has no idea of general jMSliiM. TTif name for '■ differen 
" enemy " is the same word. The idea or justice is not increasing. The point 
that Mr. Wood has made is correct. The court shown only the mind of the agent. 
It is doing' some good work. It helps the agent. But it would be much batter 
for the interests of civilization that it should be taken wholly out of the agent' 
power forever. He ouffhl not lo haveany judielalfunctiona at all. It become; 
a school of despotism, if the a^'cnt is too independent. The Indians are tiatur- 
BiUy democratic: but the agency trams them away from democracy, and does 
not fit them for independent republicans. 

Mr. P. C. Garrett. I wish to ofttir a i-esolution looking: to the appointment 
of a special committee as a practical step. A bill has beensubmltted by Messrs. 
Tb^er and Abbott for the assumption by the United States of the municipal 
taxes in allotted lands. It should be the duty of this committee to see if this or 
any legialation is desirable Find practicable. I move, thet-efore. that a speoial 
committee of five be appointed by the Chair, to whom the draft of a bill for the 
assumption by the United Stales of municipal taxes on allotted lands, and the 
other bills which have been before the conference for givinjr further pvovisiona 
of law to the Indians on reservations and in the ti-anaitlon stage, shall be re- 
ferred, to ascertain and i-eport whether any such legislation is desirable and 
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Civil-service refonn is simply the putting into operation of a principle which 
is universally recognized in all business affairs excepting those of the Govern- 
ment, and methods by which that recognized principle may be carried into effect. 
It is the selection of officials and employ^ on account of fitness, not on account 
of partisan politics, and their retention, so long as their work is well done. The 
method of the reform is the imposition of suitable tests of fitness. It is not a dif- 
ficult thing to understand: it is extremely Bimple> What we need is that prin- 
ci|ilee of oMer, of right judgments, of reasonably secure tenure of oftioe, should 
reign in the Indian service as they do in the work of a large business adnilnistra- , 
Hon. I can give no better illustration of civO service refonn, which the friends ij 
of the Indian have already to some extent succeeded in introducing into the In- 
dian service, and which they hope will soon triumph absolutely, than by a simple 1 
illustration. We are in this house the invited guests of an honored friend. Our ] 
host bas a large business to carry on. Is there disorder, confusion, uncertainty, 
in the method by which this business la conducted ? Not at all. Everything is 
done with cheerfulness, certainty, despatch, and ease, because our host selects j 
hia officers and employees with a view to secure good service. But what would. | 
be the result if some partisan politician in the State of New York claimed the | 
right to make the appointment of Mr. Smiley's employes for him, and did it to [ 
serve party ends ? The glory of Lake Mobonk would speedily depart. In the 
Indian service we must also nave a wise and discreet head, in order to have Its I 
business carried on efficiently ; and we must have the principle of permanence ; 
in it. 

What do we actually find? We have found for years that in the management I 
of Indian Affairs, instead of having such a method, we have precisely the re- ' 
verse. Agents, school teachers, varioua employes, have been appointed not so , 
much with the view to carrying out their work as to satisfy certain party de- 
mands. That has constantly interfered with the civilization of the Indian. 
Under one administration we had almost a complete change of Indian agents. 
Only two or three incumbents were left in. Another administration followed, 
and but One of those who had been appointed by the previous administration re- 
mained, What is the result? Dislocation and disorder. The work can not be 
carried out effectively on this plan. Recently a superintendent was appointed 
to an important school. He was ready to go. when his apiioinlment was sus- 
pended. The Senator of the State where the school was Wattid went lo the 
President and said, " I want that place for one of my workers, for a politician 
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who has aerv.sd me." The President resisted, but the 

SJid it was only tdtvr a, uonaullation bj the President, the Sucrytary of the Inl 
rior. and tho Indian CommisRioner that the suporintendent was allowed to i 
. main. When he went to his post he foundaerious opposition. Political machine 
ery was in motion to drive him out. Persons ia the school worked against him ; 
and he did his work under great strain, though he kept the place. 

In many other cases appointees have not been bo suocessfLil. Iji a certain 
school upon an Indian agency the superintendent was appointed by one Senator 
and the agent hj another, and the two were at " outs." The agent has been 
doing everything he could to break down the work of the superintendent by 
forcing him to receive unsuitable men as appointees. It can beshown thatm 
case after case appointments have been made not by the responsible authoriti ' 
Wagbinglon. but by local political Inlluences. In one instance an eduostod 
publican, a man of great prominence and position, was excluded Cram an im] 
tant echool because he could not or did not have the political influence of 
particular locality in which his school was placed. _ 

But the sentiment of the friends of the Indians that hafi been brought to be^ 
in Washington has been recognized, and our efforts have given us a rock in the 
midst of quicksands on which to rest. The civit-service rules have been ex- 
tended to fteveral hundred plaoes in tbe Indian service. That ia the recognition 
of the principle that merit, character, are to be the tests of appointment to the 
Indian Beiflce. Having gone so far, shall we not all join hands, and with one 
thought and mind demand of the authorities, as I do not doubt they realty de- 
sire us to do, that they resist the pressure brought to bear upon them; that this 
principle which has been so far recognized shall run throughout the entire In- 
dian service; that the purpose of the Christian and intelligent people ot the 
United States to educate and civilize tho Indian shall be realized, and that the 
administrative work of the Government shall be placed on an enduring founda- 
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tion? In demanding this, we are simply putting ourselves in the line of a neoee- 
sary reform, which is fighting ita way m aU ot^er branches of the civil service 
of the country, and which shfil ultimatelv rescue the peopleof the United States 



from the tyranny of the spoils system. 

The question of method In this reform is simple. School-teachers, farmers, 
physicians, and some others can, as you may readily imagine, be put through a 
certain examination which shall be a reasonable test for their fitness to bold 
their respective places. If after six months they show themaelves incapable 
ot filling the places, the appointing officer can remove them. By this method 
the appointing officer is himselt relieved from political pressure. Regarding 
agents the ClvU Sei'vice Commissioner and those who are EideptB in this question 
are disposed to think that a test examination cannot bo made. What we desire, 
therefore. In regard to them is that the appointing oRicer in Washington shall 
have at least some assurance of the fitness of a man for the post of agent, and 
that the applicant eh ould not beappointedatthedictationof any local politician, 
which In many instances would be against the welfare ot the Indian. I think 
we ought to UiSk the President to make tbe appointment of Indian agents, upon 
the recommendation of the Indian Commissioner. 

Mr. A. K. SmiTjBY. Would yovi have agents removable only for oause? 

Mr. Welsh. I certainly should. As it is now, the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs has nothing whatever to do with the appointment of Indian agents. 

Mr. Sheltom. Hasn't the President reached the limit of his power in regard 
to this matter? 

President GATES. It will require a very important modification of the laws 
for the civil-service rules to apply to agents. 

Mr. Welsh. The President iii choosing an agent, or in letting the Indian 
Commissioner choose him, can determine upon what principle the choice shall 
be made, whether it Is to gratify a Senator or because he is a good man for the 
place. He has the power to make these appointments upon a sound basis. 

Mr. A. K. Smiley. You would keep an ^ect permanently unless found in- 
efficient. 

Mr. Welsh. I do not think you can dictate to the President, but the principle 
can be recognized that the man should not be appointed because he is a Repub- 
lican or because he is a Democrat, and that we should not be subjected to the 
ahame and loss of having a clean sweep of sixty-one agente ever^ four years. 

President Gates read some e.xtraets from a letter from Commissioner Morgan. 

Col. Oberly was invited to apeak on the subject of civil-service reform as ap- 
plied to the Indian service. 

Hon. .1. H. Oberly. The subject of the application of the civil- 
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tbe Indian sei-vice it* one in which I bava been interi38t«d f «>m the time I became 
coaneuted with that service. Sis years ago, at this place, I expressed mjself as 
opposed to the wlioleBale periodiciu partiHun dismissals of the employes ot the 
agencies and of the schools. 

Thei* is only one school for Indians that, in my opmion, has been conducted 
Irom the flrBt. and that Ls being conducted now, upon really true civtl-servir " 
reform principles, and that is the school of Capt- Pratt. That school Is ii 
Democratic Congressional district, hut do representative of that district has eyer 
asserted any right to make even a suggestion to Capt. Pratt as to what employes 
he should select. 

Indeed, I know that during- the Cleveland administration no Democrat yvec 
thought of saying to the captain " I want certain appointments in your school 
aa a part of the spoils;" and if any one had done so that strong-headed and some- 
times wrong-headed man would have given him the proper answer. If it were 
possible to have In all the schools of the country the conditions that exist at 
CM-lisle, there would be no need of this reform; but in every other school the 
politician, is, in fact, the appointing ofi&cer; and he is not a very conscientious 
one. Occasionally I am pleased to know Commissioner Morgan takes things 
Into his own hands; but it is almost impossible for the Indian Commissioner to 
act in Indian matters unindtiencod by the dominating spirit of the spoils system, 
under which men are too often put in positions not because they are qualified, 
but because certain politicians want Ihem appointed for reasons that have no re- 
lation to the good of the service. The result is that under this system the In- 
dian schools liave been demoralized. I am glad, therefore, to learn that at last 
the President has consented to extend the civil-service law over these schools. 
For awhile it will be difBcult to adapt the rules to the service; but I believa that 
In time, when practical experience shall have taught us how to apply them 
wisely, the whole country will applaud the action ot President Harrison in this 
respect, and you will see the baneflcent results of his action in the better moral 
as well OS in the better intellectual condition of every Government school in the 
land. 

Mrs. QuiQton was asked to speak. 

Mrs. QuWTON. 1 have just been on a journey of seven months, beginning in 
Florida and going througn the Southern States, up the Pacific coast as far as 
Washington, and thence home; and everywhere I found a great desire among 
Indians for some settled officials, for something permanent, and a feeling that 
there ought not to be this coastaat change. To go to the bottom, we ought to 
ask that thei'e should be permanence In the ofBce of the Commissioner. Why 
should it not be madea permanent office V And why should not theCommiasloner 
have power to do the work needed to be done? Now, by the lime a commla- 
eioner leat-ns what be needs to know, and we have confidence in him, he leaves. 
That has been true from the top of the service all the way down. It seems to 
me it might be a good thing to have an Indian seci-etary; but perhaps that is 
not wise nor possible. But more power could be given to the Commissioner. 
Can the office hs taken out of politics? That is like asking, can the right be 
done ? Our president here, in his opening speech, touched on all the principles 
necessary in the solution of these questions; and we have had the same all the 
WM through. 

There is power enough here to secure anything needed. Senator Dawes has 
told us that the people ot this country can get what they want, and, if they de- 
mand anything, it can be had. To be sure, it is like asking a king to abdicate ; 
but kings have been asked to abdicate, and kings have bad to abdicate. God's 
people are committed to a moral work in this country. I believe the time has 
come when, if we aak it, '■ the crooked " can be " made straight.'' Shall we not 
aak it? It is surely the business of Christians. There are fiftoen millions of 
Christians In this country. That means that there Is great moral strength here. 
Have we not been dealing with half-measures long enough? Let us ask for the 
one thing that will insure all the rest. We need at the Head of the Indian serv- 
ice a man who has a heart, who has convictions, who has courage, and who dares 
defy the powers if they be wrong. We have such a one ; and why not ask the 
Oovomment and the people to keep him in, and that power needed may be given 
him during good behavior ? During my long trip my heart was grieved every- 
where because of the great evils from this want of power and permanence. We 
can not now do missionary or educational work as both should be done. 

The Chaikman, Judge Draper has a statement, touching the matter of which 
he spoke this morning, which he desires to make. 

Judge Draper. It was said by Dr. Hubhell, while I was speaking this morn- 
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ing, that, although the report of the legislative committee provided against 
the claim of the Ogden Company, yet the legislative bill did not. Here was an- 
other suggestion that something wrong was going on. I was sure he was in er- 
ror, but could not on the moment prove it. By Mrs. Drai)er's thoughtfulness, 
however, a copy of that bill was brought here with other pax>ers, and from it I 
read the following provision: 

"The provisions of this act shall not apply to any land in the Allegheny, Cat- 
araugus, or Oil Spring reservations now occupied by the Seneca Indiims, nor to 
the lands of the Tuscarora Indians, until the claim of the Ogden Land Company 
to an interest in said lands or any part or portion thereof shall be extinguishea. 

Adjourned at 1 p. m. 



FOURTH SESSION. 

Thursday Night, October 8, 

The conference met at 8 p. m., the president in the chair. 

President Gates. The year has not left us untouched. Who that ever heard 
him can fail to remember the fearless, helpful, hearty words of (xen. J. F. B. 
Marshall ? He and his wife rounded out together a noble and a useful life, in- 
terested in all questions that concerned their fellows. We recall them to-night. 
And the one whose ready pen and wise planning for this conference, and whose 
wide acquaintance with the press kept us more closely in touch with the great 
newspaper interest of the country than any other man was able to do, whose wife, 
through her devotion to this work, and esi)ecially to the home building depart- 
ment of it, had endeared herself to many — Maj. Kinney we also recall. And yet 
another is not here. She has been taken away, and her bereaved husband is 
now in foreign lands. There are other names that we might mention, whom 
we all remember with affection to-night. *' Their works do follow them." 

A letter from Mrs. Sara T. Kinney was read by Mrs. Clinton B. Fisk, of which 
the following is an abstract: 

*'At Bancroft I was met by my Indian hostess, and taken at once to her home, 
a pretty little cottage a mile from the village, where she lives with her husband, 
six children, and one and often two servants, who, by the way, are not Indians. 
There are several persons in Hartford, and perhaps elsewhere, who have a vic- 
ious habit of insisting that no good thing can come out of a reservation; and I 
would very much like to introduce them to this pretty, well-ordered Christian 
Indian home. 

'*A canary swinging in its cage on the outer porch, and a hammock under the 
trees, filled with one Tittle, two little, three little Injuns, four little, five little, 
even six very jolly little Injuns, first attracted my attention, as we drove into 
the yard. I was taken directly to my room, to rest and free myself from the 
dust of travel. After a while there was a knock at the door, and one of the chil- 
dren, a little chap of nine years, asked if I would please walk out to supper. I was 
very well pleased to do so; and, since Nebraska breezes have a wonderful trick of 
sharpening one's appetite, I was particularly well pleased to find a most appetiz- 
ing meal awaiting me. The same little boy to whom I have referred asked a 
blessing with all the ease and reverence one would expect from any member of 
the Hartford theological fraternity, and then we fell to and made havoc with 
the broiled prairie chicken and other good things. The evening was spent in 
discussing not only the various aspects of the always absorbing Indian question, 
but other topics as well — matters of general interest in the world at large, such 
as in an Indian household would not be deemed possible by the ordinary unbe- 
liever in the desire and ability of the Indian race to "evolute" itself out of bar- 
barism into civilization. * * * 

**At one end of the room, in a prettily draped bay window, was a table strewn 
with papers and magazines — Harper's Montnly, the Century, the Youth's Com- 
panion, the Agriculturist, and other well-known periodicals. The unbeliever to 
whom I have referred will shrug his (or her I shoulders and say : * Oh, but your 
hostess is not an average Indian.' True, O king ! She is very far from being an 
average Indian, and perhaps not much more like the average white woman ! A 
sweet, gentle, modest, wise, far-sighted, quick-witted, refined Christian woman — 
such is my hostess. Yet she is a full-blooded Indian, who never attended any 
other than the reservation schools, and, I believe, has never in her life been 
further than 50 miles from her home. 
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■'I spent two days with this frieticl, and then, in a comfortable phatston, with. 
an ladi&n driver, and anothor Indian on horaehack (a sort of honorai'y escort), I 
started on an IS-mtle ride across the open prairie tor tho agency school, where 
Di', Suean La Pleache, the flrat prot^gfi of the Connecticut Indian Association, is 
now the Government phyaioian in charge of all the ' Loa,' both great and smajl ; 
and as there are nearly twelve hundred of them on the reservation, one can easily 
understand that she is a busy woman. The doctor's practice includes a number 
of white families living near the reservation, and she aesures me that in spite of 
being an Indian th.ey nerer attempt to shii-k the payment of hei' bills for medical 
services. So we must score one for the white settler of Nebraska. 

"She also assures mo that there has baen within a tew years a wonderful 
change in public sentiment out there in reg-ard to her people. Educated In- 
dians, with a reasonable amount of push and business energy, can now secure 
good Bituationfl in most of the outlying towns as clerks in stores, agents, farm 
bande, and so on. This is a gratifying statement, and one for which I was un- 
prepared. * * • 

"Thirtv years t^o theOmahas took to drink. Their chief, Joseph LaFleache 
(Dr. Susan's father), finally threatened lo have any man who should be found 
drunk on the reservation soundly horsewhipped. The threat was carried out in 
a few oases, and the whole business slopped then and there. Now Chief Joseph 
1b dead, these Indians are citizens, and claim the right to buy and drink as much 
whisky as they please. There are plenty of white men who ai'e more than 
willing to sell it lo them, and the local laws are entirely inadequate to suppress 
the evil. Some of tbe Indians, including Dr. La Flesehe, are taking active 
measures to bring the delinquents to justice, and their efforts ai'e meeting with 
some euocess. A law and order committee has baen organised among the 
Indians, and the members thereof are both alert and aggressive. Several offend- 
ers have already been brought before the courts through the efforts of this ooip.- 
mittee, and many more are m danger of the same fate. It is clearly evident that 
if these Indians fail to meet the expectations of their Eastern woll-wishers, as 
well aa of the better class among their own people, it will be because of no in- 
herent disqualification on their part tor a higher oivilization, but simply and 
solely because of whisky, the white man's gift to the red man^a gift which cai'- 
riea with it a curae, and one which will surely sap all that is good and noble 
(rom any race. 

"TheOmahas are a quiet, gentle, well-dispoeed agricultural people. They 
are, in many respects, very like children. It is but recently that they have 
awakened to a sense of reaponsibiiity for the future, and even yet they are a little 
dazed by the many requirements of civilized life. • • » 

"A decade ago, with very few exceptions, they were savages, pore and sim- 
ple, with no rights that a white man was bound to respect. To-day they ai-e 
citizens, in the main self-supporting, self-respecting citizens of the State of Ne- 
braska. 'They vote. They are taxed. They receive no help from the Govern- 
ment. They depend for tncir livelihood upon their own esertions. They are 
doing well on their farms and in their homes. Since last March they have built 
between 50 and flO houses. They have purchased LW cultivators, 20 corn-plant- 
ers, 10 corn-cutters, 150 plows, 100 sets of harness, 40 stoves, 75 farm wagons, 
40 buggies, 185 horses, and have broken -WO acres of virgin prairie soil." 

EstractB from letters were also read from Miss Alice C. Fletcher, Gen. 8. C. 
Armstrong, Mr. C. P. Huntington, and Mr. T. W. Blackburn. 

The subject of the evening was then taken up, " The Distribution of Land in 
Severalty ; Its Progress and its Hindrances.'' Gen .Whittlesey was asked to open 
the subject. 



[By Qbh, E. Whiltlesey.] 

I have heard of a preacher who, after taking his text, began by sayine, " I 
propose, in the first place, to digress from this text; and, in the second place, I 
pitipose not to i-eturn to it." With your permission. I will imitate him and dl- 

fresB for a moment in order to answer a. question which was asked this morning 
y Gen. Eaton. I understand the question to be, what was the attitude of the 
Christian Indiana ia the recant outbreak In Dakota? I have made no personal 
investigation of that subjeot, but Mr. T. W. Blackburn, who was superintendent 
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of Indian education, went out last March to make a thorough inveatig'alJOQ ol 
the cauaeB of that oiitbi-eak. and bc> writes as follows: 

''The (Jhriatian Indians, Protestant and Catholic, the former partieularly at 
Pine Ridge and tlie lattei- particularly at Rosebud, have been almost universally 
loyal. They are generally projjreBsive. Thosu who were found among the hos- 
tiles claim to have been compelled by force and wholly against their own wills 
to abandon their homes. This la probably true, and the large number of ua- 
wHiing followers of the hostile leadere in the Bad Lands contributed finally '" 
the braakicg up of the hostile eatnp." 

This testimony, though be givea no figures, is satisfactory proof that 
Christian Indians, as a body, I'emained loyal to the Government. 

The subject of land ia severalty has be^iome pretty familiar to this confereu, 
I myself prefer the phrase '■ Indian homeateads." That conveys a better idea 
what we are trying to do: that is, to enable the Indians to meika for themselves 
homes as we underetand that dear word. The idea of the Boparat£ home id be- 
coming familiar to a large body of Indians. When we consider what their life 
has been and how strong their superstitions and prejudices are, it really is sur- 
prising that they are receiving this idea with bo much favor as they do. It 
means a radical revolution is their couditioo. The progress of this work of al' 
lotting lands has been shown by the flgurea which I gave at the opening of tliis 
conference. Allotments are being made by several agents, and land has been 
allotted to some nonreEtervatioo Indiana. The reare a good many scattered about 
in the different States and Territories who are not on the reservations. They 
are entitled under the law to take homesteads on the same terms as white men 
take them, but more favorable, because they aro exempt from paying the fees 
which white men are required to pay. To help them to select lands agents havi 

monly underst^Kid that Indians, though they hold lacda 



inally, do not actually hold lands in common to any gre. 
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more enterprising Indiansget hold oflargetracta of land, and have herds 
and Hocks of sheep, and becomequite wealthy. There are rich Indiansoawell: 
poor Indians. These rich Indians, who are somewhat educated, naturally do not 
take very kindly to the idea of having those lands distributed equally. It wiil 
take away a large poi-tion of the lands which they now possess, and they are aa 
obstacle and ahindrance to the successful carrying outof this policy of distributing 
lajid in severalty. On the part of those who seek allotments troubles arise aa to 
salections. Two, three, six, perhapsadozen Indians want the same tract of land. 
It requires no little patiencd and SKill on the part of the allotment agents to ad- 
just these differences and to satisfy the desires of every individual. Most of tt\.& 
agents have succeeded very well in doing this. Miss Fletcher told us in Wash- 
ington some of the difficulties she had experienced in the Nez Perces' Reserrft- 

Another hindrance is the influence brought t« bear by surrounding white aeb- 
tlers, who are waiting to get possession of the lands that may be reserved after 
allotments are completed. If there are valuable tracts of land, they try to pro- 
vent those lands from being allotted, and to prevent Indians from selecting thera, 
by bribery and by other means. Another thing which hae to be considered is 
that there are a good many Indians who are incapable of managing a landed ee- 
tate, who know nothing about the value of land or imiproving it or taking cars 
of it, and have no disposition t« learn. Others do not wish to occupy their landau 
but prefer to engage in mechanical pursuits or to hire out to white menaalabor- 
ers. Much reservation land iBalmostworthieaa, arid, sandy, sterile plains, whlotL 
without irrigation wDl produce nothing, any more than crops would grow on. 
this floor. Such lands have to be allotted in small tracts, so that irrigation may 
hB made available. Others are only fit for grazingj and they must be guarded 
by fences from the intrusions of the cattle of white settlers. 

When this ooliey ia carried out, it thrusts upon the Indiana the obligation of 
citizenship. They are brought under the laws of the States and Territoriea 
where they dwell, and it is not to be 8uj)poaed that they understand much about 



those laws. They must learn by experience and by takmg risks. Common sense 
and humanity dictate that we should throw around these Indians all the safe- 
guards possible; and they should have education, ao that they may be fitted 



for the new responsibilities and new duties of the position Into which we thrust 
them. 

Dr. Biggs was then asked to speak, 

Dr. RiGGS. The allotments of the Santee Indians were made about six years 
ago, before the general land in severalty bill was paased. The Indiana are — 
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their own homesteads. The last few years in Dakota and Nebraska have been 
very hard for the tannere, and bo Ihu Indians have reueived some help In the 
way of rations. If it hail not Ixien for thai they could not fiave got mrousfh. 
They are all mixed up with the white settlers, who came in after their choice, 
had been made. 

Many of the white settlers haye been starved out. If oocasioaally the Indians 
have to leave that is not doing worse than white men have to do. They have 
beoome voters, and have been accepted by the whit« population; and they ore 
oaitivaled by the office-seekera just as much as their white neighbors for tha 
Bake of their voltj. They have not hod recognition in the cotirte of the Stat«. 
That Beema to be a long and slow process; but, in the main, laud in severalty 
has been a Buccess on the Santee Reset'vation. 

Gen. Whittlesey. I wish to allude to the home building. This work haa 
been undertaken by the Ladies' Indian Association. I have myaelT seen nine of 
these beautiful houees, all built by the aid of the Home Building Association — 
buHt by the Indians themselves, with money for purchasing materials furnished 
by the association; and these homes were occupied by Christian Indian families, 
who were an object lesson to all the Indians of that I'egion. I wish Mrs. QttLa- 
lon would tell us about this. 

Mrs. QuiNTON. The work of Indian home building was first started by Miss 
Fletcher at Hampton; and Mrs. Kinney afterward introduced it into our Con- 
necticut Auxiliary, and asked that association to huild the first cottage. It was 
built among the Omahas. and wati a succeas. At the end of that yeai- our Na- 
tional Association made home building a separate depai'tment, putting it into 
Mrs. Kinney's hands, and she has had the entire charge of it. In the five years 
fift^ or sixty cottages have been built oi- made over in eight or ten different 
tribes. During the last year reported applications were received from 37 differ- 
ent Indians, and those worthy have mostly been helped. This department In- 
cludes also loans for tha purchase of horses, wagons, sewing machines, and other 
such helpers into civOized self-support. 

In Alaska Indians have built sevei^ cottages by our loans, Among the Oma- 
haa of Nebraska a. number of such cottages have been built, and I found one 
young Indian there who had just filled with wheat hie new granary, 18 or 20 
feet square, and he nald he should soon harvest 2,000 bushels of corn. He had 
built from our loan a house of two or three rooms, and it wae kept so tidily and 
furnished so neatly that all the people on the reservation desire such a home. 
The money loaned has come back better than we could hav.^ expected. In 1887 
8125 was retuniod from these loans, without interest, ot com'se; the next year, 
8175; in the foUowing, 8553; and the next year $652 was paid. They have Deen 
fairly prompt ajid very few bad debts have been Incurred. Mrs, Kinney has 
taken pains to conduct this business in strict business form. Notes and mort- 
gages have been given, though, as she said, she knew the notes were not 
worth the paper. Still they were made as a business education. The tribes 
helped have been very much Infiuenced by this department and their festbetic 
taabe has' been cultivated. They have learned how to paint their houses taste- 
fully. One wanted a little porch over the door to keep the sun out, and "be- 
cause it is so prettv, you know." Another wanted a window-ledge, so that they 
could have plants liecause they are so bright." 

Mr. Duprez, a Sioux, waa asked to speak. 

Mr. DUPREiz. I am very glad to be here, and to look in vour faces and hear 
you apeak good words about the Indians. I came from Yankton. You could 
onoe find the Indians there with panted faces, and with blankets, dancing- thoae 
old savage dances. If you go thera now, you will find them in a different posi- 
tion from what they were ten years ago. You will find them in the field, trying 
to raise some corn and support themselves. But the Government makes the In- 
dians lazy. As long as the Government feeds the Indians they will never work. 
If the Government wants to civiline the Indian, he must first make him learn to 
work and take care of himself. Some time ago I went to a farmer's house. The 
farmer owned a large ftock of chickens. Alltbe time the chickens camo round 
the house. So I say to him, " Parmer, what makes these chickens come round 
the house somuch?" "I feed them here," he said; "that is the reason they come 
round the house all the time." I asked him again, "If you do not feed them what 
will they do?" He said, "If I do not feed them, they will go out in the fields 
and scratch the ground, and get food for themselves.'" I think the Indians are 
Just like the chickens. As long as the Government feeds the Indians they will 
er work. But, if the Government will give them some implements to work^ 
18816 I C 7 
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and show them how, then I think the Indians will go out and scratch the ground, 
and get food for themselves, just like the chickens. 

Some time ago I went to some chiefs' meeting. They talked about civilization, 
and they said : " We used to have hard times when the Grovernment did not feed 
us. We had to hunt for our meat, and we had to make our own clothes. Now 
we do not have to work ; we just sit in our homes, and the Governmont feeds us 
and gives us clothes. We thmk civilization is a good thing I" The Indians live, 
sojie of them, 30 or 40 miles from the agency ; and, when they go after rations, 
they lose three or four days going after three or four pounds of meat. Some 
of the Indians do not like that at all. They say, "Why doesn't the Govern- 
ment give us implements, or cattle or herds, instead of rations and clothes? 
Then we might stay at home and earn more pounds of meat." 

The mission schools are doing good work among the Indians. If they did not 
do good work, I would not stand here to speak to you. The mission schools take 
us and clean our hands, and show us how to take care of ourselves, and then send 
us to Eastern schools to learn more of civilization. At the Hampton school all 
the Indians have to work. We work half a day every day, and go to school half 
a day. We get up at quarter past 5 in the morning, and go to bed at 10 o'clock. 
It is a hard thing for us to do, to work and study all day ; but I think it is a good 
thing. « 

Mr. Lyon. When I was first appointed on the board of supplies fifteen years 
since we purchased 30,000,000 pounds of beef. This season we have ordered 
35,667 ,600 pounds of beef. This hflis been distributed among 57,960 individuals, giv- 
ing them 615 pounds each, about 2 pounds a day. In addition, we give 756,460 pounds 
of bacon, 2,162,750 pounds of corn, 866,600 pounds of oats, 412,000 of wheat, and 
9,958,600 pounds of flour, making 172 pounds of flour to each Indian. My impres- 
sion has been that the Indians ought to be taught to raise these things. We give 
them some luxuries, too. The requisition came for 1,132,450 pounds of the best 
granulated sugar — 19 pounds of sugar for every Indian. This we give to 57,960 
Indians. Five hundred and sixty-six thousand six hundred pounds of coffee, 
22,395 pounds of tea, 7,300 pounds of barley, 363,340 pounds of beans, 55,800 
pounds of corn-meal, 92,100 pounds of hard bread, 40,725 pounds of hominy, 
27,200 pounds of oatmeal. 

G«n. Whittlesey. Mr. Lyon is feeding, as he says, 57,960 Indians. It must 
be remembered that there are nearly 250,000 Indians. Many people suppose 
that we are feeding all, but nearly 200,000 are supporting themselves. 

Mr. Moses Pierce, Connecticut. I want to say a word about the home-build- 
ing work. That originated in this room. The first time that Miss Fletcher 
came to this conference she told what could be done in regard to home building 
among the Indians by lending them small sums of money. Five hundred dollars 
was placed in her hands for that purpose. 

Mr. Smiley. Mr. Pierce gave that himself. 

Mr. Pierce. That money has been lent and relent. Miss Fletcher continued 
to manage it for several years, and then she turned it over to the Oonixecticut 
ladies to manage. If there is any credit for originating this branch of work, it is 
due to Miss Fletcher. 

Mr. Smiley. I think there is a misappreheinsion about the quantity of supplies 
given to Indians. How much is given under treaty stipulation ? 

Gen. Whittlesey. Without attempting to answer exactly, without docu- 
ments, I think I am not far from the truth when I say that two-thirds of the 
rations are required by treaty stipulation. 

Miss Emily S. Cook, of the Indian oflBlce, was asked to answer that question. 

Miss Cook. The 50,000 Indians who have been spoken of include all the In- 
dians who are supported from rations, also all for whom last year any subsistence 
was purchased. Some of them receive only two or three, or, in some cases, five, 
seven, or twelve dollars' worth a year. Tne bulk of it goes to the Apaches in 
Arizona, and to Cheyennes, Arapahoes, Kiowas, and Comanches in the Indian 
Territory, who have not made much progress in civilization ; also, to some of 
the Sioux, who are on alkali lands, in the Dakotas. Of the 250,000 Indians, about 
four-fifths are entirely self-supporting. 

President Gates. This should be remembered. It is too commonly supposed 
that the United States Government feeds the great mass of the Indians. 

Mr. Smiley. I suppose two-thirds of those who receive rations do so by treaty. 

Gen. Whittlesey. From 15,000 to 18,000 of those who receive rations are 
children in our schools. 

Mr. Meserve. I should like to ask Miss Cook if the agents do not issue them 
on the same basis that I issue rations to my students ? 



MiasCooK. No; the school ration ia batter than the Indian ration. 

Dr, Woodbury. Is not theijoint thathaa been suggested of great importance, 
with reference to the amount of time taicen up every week or every month in long 
joupneyB to get rations V 

Gen. Whittlesey. In the last appropriation bill it will be found that the In- 
dian CommiBBioner has authority to establish five points of delivei^, or more if 
nocesBary, on any reservation, and send the provisions to them. That is going 
to be done this very year. 

Gen. Eaton. Suppose a young man baa land allotted to him whilehe is still in 
achool. What can he do with this land ? Or suppose the land is allotted, to a 
Insn who has no money with which to purchase implement, but who has lumber 
on bis land. Can he make any sale of the lumber, or in any way secure i-ental 
from the use of the land or what is on it, by which he can secure funds tor the 
purehase of food or implement* or horses or anything of the kind? Or is there 
a deficiency in the law which demands our attention '^ 

President Gates. Senator Dawoa, to whom we put all the hard qnestions, will 
perhaps answer that. 

Senator Dawes. The amendment to the allotment law provides that whenever, 
in the opinion of the Secretary of the Interior, land can not be profitably occu- 
pied bf the aUottee. by reason of age or other disability, the leasing of land is 
authorized. There has been achangeof sentiment about this matter, and Ithink 
the law has got to be modified further in regard to this leasing matter. 

Gen. Charles Howard. It is a mistake to mass the Indians tofether. Vniat 
additional law is necessary in regard to this? 

Senator Dawes. I happen to know that it was the original intention of the 
Preaident of the IJnited States, when he signed the law. to have land allotted in 
•Itsmate sections. The President intended toput thelaw in operation in a vary 
diiTerent way from what baa been done. 

Dr. Strieby. Under the law, unless a farmer can make use of his soil, he is 
-■prohibited from becoming anything but a fanner. Isn't that an objection to the 
whole thing? 

Senator Dawes. Ithink we have got to modify the severalty law a good deal. 
I have been heretofore very strenuous agaiiLst farming out or leasing allotments, 
because I knew that an Indian, it he once lost his allotment, would never get it 
back. I never knew a white man to get his foot on an Indian's land who ever 
took it oif. But on esrtaio reservations Indians have found that the labor of 
breaking the land in the first year and getting ready for the crop the next year 
was so great that they abandoned the idea, and have leased out their land to 
white men who have turned them into grazing ranges, and the Indians have 
gone back into the tepeea. It is hard work for whlla men to break up prairie 
land, and they will not do it if they can heij^ it. It has occurred to me that un- 
der the superintendence of the Indian Bureau an allottee might be authoriaed to 
lease for two or three years to a white man one-half of his allotment on condi- 
tion that the white man should break up so many acres each year, and that the 
rental should be expended in breaking up the land on the remainder of the al- 
lotment, where the Indian should live himself. 

At the end of the lease the whole IflO acres would be in some condkiori for him 
oar ry on the business of farming. What Dr. Strieby says has beensnreBsing 
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pation ot thti land. Whatever can be done for the poor allottee under proper 
supervision ought to be done. It depends upon the Administration. If anyone 
is allowed to lease his land who chooses, the Indian will be despoiled of his land 



and his home. He will no longer have a homestead. But so long as the Indian 
Bureau is administered as it is now, and ae it ought to be, with care, with con- 
stant vigilance and determination, you are safe with a tiesible law. But, if it 
should pass out of such hands into such hands aa we can contemplate, then v 
to the allottee who is authorized to lease his land. 
President Seel ye. of Smith College. I have been impressed with the idea of 
, sending Christian families to those Indian tribes, that by contact with Christian ' 
civilization the Indian tribes may be civilized. I can not believe that it is pos- • 
Bible to take all these Indian families and transport them into the midet of o 
own civilization. 1 think there are family rights that must be respected. \ 
can not induce these older men and women to leave their homes. But I do 
believe we can induce Christian men and women to make their homes among * 
these Indians. We know what the Riggs family has done among them. We ' 
know what Miss Goodale did before she was married and what she will do as a. i 
married woman among them. What I want to know is "(tte\!Qai: «m-s Vs^ssSvsM^sotv^ 



is needed in order to acoomplish this. If we could have a. law mude which would 
render it possible for Christian men and women to coloni/.e in the midst of these 
Indiana, I think thei's would be an army of them who would uvuil themselves of 
that law; and. througli this contact of Chi'iatian men and women, we would pre- 
serve thoBe who go wick from Eastern schools fi'om i^elapsin^ into their former 
barbarism. 

President Gates said that he would like to i-ead an extract from an addi'ees 
which he delivered six years ago, as hu believed that it was apposite still: 

"Giiard the rights of the Indian, but for his own good break up his reserva- 
tioQS. Let in the light of civilization. Plant in alternate sections or townships 
white farmers, who wiU teach him by example. Reserve all the lands he needs 
for the Indian. Give land by trust-deed in severalty to each family. 

"Among the parts of the reservation to be ao assifirned to Indians in severalty 
retain alternate ranges or townships for white settlers. Let only men of sucn 
character as a suitable commission would approve lie allowed to file on these 
\ lands. Let especial advantages in price of land, and in some caees let a small 
salary be oiTered, to induce worthy farmers thus to settle among the Indians aa 
object-teachers of civilization. Let the parts of the reservations not needed be 
sold by the Government for the benefit of the Indians, and the money thus real- 
ized be used to secure thiswise intermingling of the right kind of civilized men 
with the Indiana. Over all extend the law of the States and TetTitoriee, and 
let Indian and white men stand alike before the law. 

" It is my Arm conviction that a plan of this kind can be devised which will 
meet a resiwnae from settlors of the right stamp quicker and more generous than 
couid be accounted for by the mere money inducements offered. 

''Tbei-e is a great mission work to be done by laymen and farmers for these 
Indiana. The spirit that settled Kansas in the interest of liberty and fair play 
tor all men, however despised, is not yet dead in our land. And, while laee 
clearly many ditficulties in the way, I believe they can all be mot in a plan that 
shall gradually substitute homes and family life for the tribal organization, 
settlements of mincled whites and Indians for the reservation system, and- the 
reign of iaw, with tne duties and responsibilities of citizenship, for the state of 
unprotected anarchy to which we have hitherto condemned the Indians. * • • 

'' The ideal plan (which I believe to be alao a praetieal plan) is to reserve alter- 
nate sections, ranges, or l4)wnships among the Indian allotments for white settlers, 
of character approved by & philanthropic and experienced commission. Offer 
special inducements to reputable white settlers to occupy these farms. Thus 
'object-leaching' in thrifty farming will go forward on a large scale," 

Dr. C. L, THOMPSONjNew York. Since coming here, I have realized asnever 
before that in this room is the very heart of the Christian and patriotic sentiment of 
this oountrj concerning the Indian question, and that from here have gone out 
the potent inHuences that are settling tbe Indian problem in the way in which it 
ought to be settled by Christian people. The Presbyterian Board of Home Mia- 
sions has endeavored to take its share in solving some of tbe Indian questions. 
Last spring that board adopted a series of resolutions or made a declaration of 
principles which I wish to read: 

"The Boariof Home Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
of AmeHcaii having cai-efully considered the movement of the National League 
tor an amendment to the national Constitution in the matter of appropriation of 
Government funds to different denominations for the support of what are called 
'contract schools ' among the Indians, desires to give expression to the follow- 
ing declaration; We are in hearty accord with the end aimed at by the National 
League. 

" we believe it to be contrary alike to the form and spii'it of our Grovemment 
that any governmental aid should be given to any church for the prosecution of 
any part of its work. We ai-e, therefore, in favor of such an amendment to the 
Constitution as will put on end to Government gramls to denominational schools. 

" But the judgment of the board is that the closing of tbe contract system of 
Indian S{:baols devolves on the Government tbe duty of extending to the Indione 
the benefits of our common-school system. Until this is done, it would be disae- 
trouB to tbe Indian tribes to take away from them or put in jeopardy the schools 
whose advantages they now enjoy. It is further to be observed that the contract 
system of Indian schools now existing between this board and the Indian Bureau 
Is tbe outcome of oiTers made to tbebaardby IheCommissionerof Indian Affairs, 
years ago, which offers we did not seek, but, on the contrary, our eotiperatir" 
was sought; and these schools, which have been of such undoubted blessing 
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the Indians, can not bo abruptly terminated without serious barm to their m 
and spiritual intaresta.'' 

Dr. W. H. Ward, I underataad this Presbyterian plan la that they shall w 
draw when the Government shall as tend the aehool system to all the Indiana, 
schools muatbe reiittioua, AGrOvernment boarding school has got to be Pre 
tant or Catholic. If they are Pro teBtaat, they have got to be under the religio 
instruction of Methodieta or Baptists or Fi'eaby terians or Quakers or some oth 
sect. You are not going to give Indian children in a boai-ding school a purely 
Bocular education. The question involved in the contract Hohool is exactly that 
Tfaloh is involved in the Government boarding school. If you will say. Govern- 
ment shall withdraw all boarding schools and shut them up, and no longer teach 
religion in the boarding schools, then that moment you can say, Wewillgiveno 
moi-e money to the contract school in which precisely the same religion is taught. 

Pi-ot. J. B. Dunbar, Now Jersey, exhibitoct several interesting Indian books, 
among them a John Eliot Bible. Prof. Dunbar was born among the Indians as 
the son of a missionary. He thought Mrs. Quinton had made it very olear that 
.the one thing most desirable in treating the Indians was theelementof cerlAinty. 
For two things the Indiaa has respect— power and the inevitable. The laws 
heretofore witn respect to Indians had been made for the advantage of the white 
man and not for the Indian. The Indians do not reapect the present vaa^iltating 
^stem. The whole subject should be taken out of the range of politics. He^ 
thought a board made up of one military man and two ciTUians should be put 
in charge to look after these questions. 

Mies Edna Dean Proctor was then introduced, who recited one of her < 
poems at the request of the conference, ■' The Last Inoa of Peru." 

President Gates. When the touch of genius is thrown over the liistory a 
those who thus sadly perished, we owe a special debt to the one who presen' 
history to us in this idealized form. Those who would like to thank Miss Pro 
tor for the pleasure she has given us will say ay. 

There was a hearty and unanimous vote of thanks. 

Adjourned at 10:3(1. 



FIFTH SESSION. 

Fhiday Morning, (.klobcr 9. 

The conference was called to ofder after pi'ajiui-. President Gates said that 
all who remembei-ed the pi'ayer of Bishop Whipple a year before, in which he 
prayed for the Indians as "this people of the restless eye and the wandering 
root," would be interested to know that a letter had been received from him, 
expressing his deep interest In this conference. 

The letter was then read. A letter was also read from Hon. John W. Noble, 
Secretary of the Interior, regretting his enforced absence. 

President Gates. It requires a great deal more stamina on the iiart of men 
high in ottice than sometunes, in our momenta of criticism, we are wlllino: lo 
give them credit for, to resist the powerful pressure of the spoilsmen. Wnen 
men like Secretary Noble and President Harrison and President Cleveland stand 
firm in their advocacy of justice for tho Indian, they should have expressions of 
our confidence and regard. Therefore, without adviaiag any formal deliver- 
ance, I wish to suggest that the men who are exposed to the ceaseless fire of 
criticism from newspapers will be helped by a word from thoughtful. Christian 
people, honestly praising what has been done that is right. If any man or wo- 
man, then, is disposed to wi'ile to Secretary Noble and President Harrison of 
our gratification at the clvii-sarvico rules that have been adopted, I doubt not 
that such letters would be acceptable. 

We come now to consider education for the Indians, the crying need ot the 
hour, What are we going lo do to uplift the Indians, unless we can bring them 
under the sway of ideas ? There is no other way ot getting them out o( barbarism 
and bringing them under tho reign of law. Did you notice that some one said, 
" We need more law, because the Indians ai-e getting loose in their morals ? ' 
is as impossible to legislate a love of sin out of the human heart aa it is to legie 
late vice out of a community. There must be another power, deeper than law, ' 
accomplish this result. We emphasize law, because thei-e Is no progress fo 
people from barbarism uptocivlli/ation except as right mor^ convictions, clearer 
ideas as to right and wrong, take on a permanent form in institutions and laws. 
The best ideas ot the past have been fixed for us in aouia-V c\sa\ftiQa,"-m.\si.-«-i*s!Si. 
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institutions. We are fortified in goodness by this crystallized result of the think- 
ing of previous generations of men. When the question arises, How shall the 
30,000 Indian children of school age become self-directing citizens ? we feel that 
law alone will not do it. There must be the constraining power that comes from 
Christian education. There must be the constraining power of Christ, which 
sends men into the work of missionary teaching, and nolds' them steadfast in 
that woi*k. We take up, therefore, the subject of education, and I invite the 
Rev. Dr. George Dana Boardman, of Philadelphia, to open the discussion. 

Dr. G. D. Boardman, Philadelphia. I would like to say a word on the limi- 
tations of education. I am one of those who think the State can not give a thor- 
ough education. To give a thorough education would be for the State to overstep 
its constitutional limits. The church, and church only, can give an education 
which is symmetrical as well as total. It is my conviction that this question of 
education is to be remitted ultimately to the church. No one is a stronger ad- 
mirer of the common school and the secular system than 1 am. But that educa- 
tion which does not take in the hereafter, which does not rest on those funda- 
mental principles which are to abide when the scenery of this world passes away, 
is defective, and in that regard an untrue education. A question of right is not 
to be settled by a numerical majority. A question of conscience is not to be de- 
cided in any scales, avoirdupois or Troy. We have got to come to the funda- 
mental question. Shall these 30,000 Indian children of whom we have heard be 
allowed to grow up in ignorance of these fundamental principles ? What does it 
advantage to give an education to your child that shall cover all the principles 
of this liie ? What shall it advantage your son going forth from his imiversity 
to know everything about earth's latitudes and longitudes, everything about a 
ship from pennon to keel, to have every chart and the best of compasses, if, after 
all, when life's voyage is over, he has no heavenly harbor to make ? 

President Gates. I will ask Miss Cook of the Indian Department, whom we 
sometimes call " the library of useful knowledge," to open the subject, " Educa- 
tion: Its progress, its obstacles, and its limitations." 

education: its progress, its obstacles, and its limitations. 

Miss Cook. A great advance has been made in education for Indians. I can 
remember the time when there A/vere no Indian police, when the first one was 
started at San Carlos among the Apache^, when there were no courts of Indian 
offenses, when there were no training schools, no allotments, no Mohonk. When 
I began my work, the whole number of Indian children in school, exclusive of 
New York, and the five civilized tribes, was about 3,500. 

Mr, Smiley. Miss Cook is eighteen years old in the Indian service. 

Miss Cook. Last summer I was being ferried across the Potomac in a rowboat 
by an old colored man with gray hair and an expansive smile. I talked with him 
a little, and asked hini how he got his living. " By fishing," he said. **How 
much can you earn? " " Miss," he replied, ** sometimes I gits 10 cents a day, and 
then I lives down to it ; and sometimes I gits a dollar a day, and then I lives up 
to it, but I keeps on livin' all the time," 1 can remember when we lived down 
to 10 cents a day. Then there a' very great joy in the Indian office because there 
was an appropriation of $20,000, which maide it possible to branch out in 
new directions. Since then, from the $20,000, the 10 cents a day, we have come 
up to the dollar a day ; and the result has been that there are now thirteen train- 
ing schools in ten different States and Territories, and five more will probably 
be in operation the present year. At the end of this fiscal year it is hoped these 
will accommodate 4,600 pupils, more than a thousand more than all the Indian 
pupils who were in school eighteen years ago. Those 3,500 then in school in- 
cluded all the mission schools, and all the children who could hear of who were in 
school. 

Almost all the scholars in mission schools are also reported in the Government 
statistics, because they are more or less supported by Government aid. New 
schools have been opened at Fort Belknap, Fort Totten, Fort Sill, and on the 
Colville Reservation; and there is to be a new one for the Navajos on the San 
Juan, and one for the Cheyennes and Arapahoes at Seger Colony. A good many 
here have been interested in the self-denying labors of Mr. Seger among those 
Indians, and have given him some help. He actually is to have a boarding school 
and a house for himself, and be comfortable. There is also to be one among the 
Round Valley Indians. They had one, but it was burned. The Rosebud Sioux 
have been promised a boarding school regularly every year, and an advertise- 
jnent calling for bids for buildings is now out. The U tes will have one before 
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the year is over, as will also the Oneidas in Wisconsin. A large number of day 
schools will be added to the Sioux in Dakota in strict accordance with the treaty 
provisions of twenty years ago. 

The great advance in our income to a dollar a day has been used not only to 
increase the number of pupils, but to improve the buildings and equipment. The 
personnel of teachers and employes has been raised. The principal work of the 
last two years has been not so much adding to the number as to the efficiency of 
the schools in operation. Last year rules for the conduct of all Indian schools 
were formulated, and a course of study and books was adopted, so that uniformity 
and system could be had and the different schools could work along nearly the 
same lines. 

The extension of the civil-service regulations to physicians, matrons, superin- 
tendents, and teachers will eventually very largely assist the Indian school serv- 
ice. I do not think it will make any material difference in the present personnel, 
for the reason that for the last two years civil service has been practically applied 
in that department. 

Added to this is the compulsory law obliging the attendance of children at 
school. That has not been put into operation yet. and how successfully it will 
work remains to be seen. The law seems to have more moral sanction than any- 
thing else, and it gives the Commissioner something to fall back upon. 

That law does not apply to the New York Indians, nor to the five civilized 
tribes, nor to the Pueblos, nor to the Indians who have become citizens of the 
United States by taking up land in severalty. Leaving those out, it applies to 
all Indians, whether on or off reservations, of suitable age and health. The age 
limit is between 5 and 19 years of age. Whether they have suitable health shall 
be determined by the physician. The parents and guardians of Indian children 
shall decide for them, and Indian youth of mature judgment may choose for 
themselves whether they shall go to a Government or to a private school or to a 
public sohool. By that I mean ordinary State public school. As a rule, most of 
them will naturally and inevitably go to the schools near them. 

President Gates. In case the children were all to attend in accordance with 
the provision of the' law, how many children would there be, exclusive of the 
civilized tribes ? 

Miss Cook. About 30,000. 

President Gates. And we have accommodations in all the schools for how 
many? 

Miss Cook. About 24,000 by the end of this fiscal year. That would take the 
extreme limits of all buildingsf but they can not be used to their extreme limits. 

President Gates. Taking the most favorable figures, how many children 
would be unprovided for? / 

Miss Cook. About 10,000. 

President Gates. Then we need a great deal more money. 

Miss Cook. Yes; a great deal more. 

Mr. Garrett. How can the compulsory law be enforced if there is not suffi- 
cient accommodation ? 

Miss Cook. The Commissioner will stop at the right place. The work that 
has been accomplished has been very satisfactory in a great many lines, but a 
great deal has yet to be done. We have no schools among the Southern Utes, none 
for the Zufiis. We have none for the White Mountain Apaches, and not room 
for those at San Carlos, even if they were inclined to come. Among the Navajoes, 
at White Earth, at Pine Ridge, and at Rosebud, more schools are needed than they 
have. Then, when the new schools go into operation and the scholars come into 
them, they will have to be supported ; and that will require more work and more 
appropriations. 

The Indian Office has been embarrassed by the limits in the cost of buildings. 
It has been impossible sometimes to put up any sort of suit&ble buildings for the 
money allowed, $10,000 (now $12,000) a building being fixed as the limit. A 
makeshift policy has been adopted of putting up something that they did not 
want one year and tearing it down the next year, and they have had to res art to 
all sorts of contrivances in carrying on schools. On prairies which are limitless 
they have placed the kitchen, dining room, and laundry in the basement, to save 
the cost of roofing. The laundries are poor and bathrooms are wanting. Sit- 
ting rooms are contracted, and assembly rooms are luxuries that few have. In 
very few is there a x>lace where the parents can come to visit the children. The 
advisability of some improvement in these things is recognized and there is some 
progress. 

Another thing has been done which may come to a good deal in the end — the 
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effort of the Commissioner to put Indian children into the State public schools. 
Any State or Territory that has Indian children running round loose that wants 
to put them into the public school can do so by contract with the Indian OflBce, 
and for each child $10 a quarter will be paid. 

President Gates. That is a very hopeful thing. 

Gen. Whittlesey. A hundred Indian children are in such schools under that 
arrangement. 

Miss Cook. I'think that will be one of the " ways out." 

Mr. Smil:5JY. Is there any limit to that fund? 

Miss Cook. I do not think there will be any trouble about that. There is a 
general fund of nearly a million, out of which the Commissioner makes such ap- 
propriations in minor sums as to meet these new ideas which are always in his 
mind. • 

Mr. Meserve. Could they go into the high schools under such an arrange- 
ment? 

Miss Cook. I do not think there would be any trouble about that? 

Capt. Pratt. We had nearly two hundred Indian children in the public schools 
of Pennsylvania last year. We have had them there without any $10 a quarter. 
We have had them there for nothing. There is no limit to the expansion of that 
sort of work. I will place a thousand children there next year without charge 
to the United States if I can have the proper children. They can then be learn- 
ing the lessons of home life and civilization, which can not be learned in an In- 
dian school. 

President Gates. Judge Draper, will New York allow that? 

Judge Draper. No. Is the State of Pennsylvania ready to receive an unlim- 
ited number of nonresidents free of charge? 

Capt. Pratt. We have the good will of the governor of Pennsylvania, and we 
have had constantly the indorsement of the superintendent of education. The 
people are in favor of it right straight through. Indian children are 'educated 
there just as German and Irish and other children are educated when they are 
placed in families there. • 

President Gates. In inspecting the Carlisle school it once became my duty 
to look over several hundred letters concerning the pupils who had been on the 
outings ; and from those letters it was plainly seen how easily the great mass of 
Christian people in this country could take care of these Indians if We could get 
them out of the reservation. 

Gen. Eaton. May I ask Judge Draper, if any district in his State should choose 
to receive in the school from a family resident there an Indian pupil, would there 
be any objection from his office? 

Judge Draper. Certainly not. 

Miss Cook. Two things have been accomplished. The Commissioner has been 
able to district the entire serviqe into four districts, with a supervisor of educa- 
tion for each district. The Commissioner is proposing to hold an institute, to" 
include the superintendents and a few others. They will meet and discuss pupils, 
schools, buildings, new schools on and off the reservations, apparatus, methods, 
etc. Then they will return to their respective districts, and tne best ideas will 
go from the top down and permeate the whole body of the Indian school service. 
In view of all tnat has been done, and especially of what there is to do, the In- 
dian Office must have a dollar and a quarter a day! 

Dr. Riggs was invited to speak. 

Dr. Riggs. I wish to confine my talk to a particular point, one of the difficul- 
ties of compulsory education. We all rejoice that we have a Commissioner with 
wide experience and with an earnest purpose to carry out some sufficient and 
extensive plan of schools that will cover the ground. We wish that planperfedt 
success. It is because there are circumstances in the way that may prevent this 
perfect success that I wish to speak. The plan of the Commissioner is for a 
sch^tne of day schools, reservation boarding schools, and central training schools 
of a high ^rade that shall ultimately provide the educational facilities for the 
whole Indian school population.' The necessary result is that this system will 
crowd out of existence the missionary schools that have been planted. It had 
already crowded out a school at Albuquerque started by the Presbyterians. All 
of the pupils have been taken away. You will pardon me if I speak morex>articu- 
larly of my own school at Santee, because I want to speak of what I know. It 
started twenty years ago. It has not only had some influence among white people, 
but it has had a large influence among Indians. It has almost always had the 
confidence of the Indian Office. The most friendly relations have always existed 
with that office. Yet its work has been hampered by this scheme of the Govern- 
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ment for uniTereal education. When we go to the ageaey to solicit puj)U9~not 
80 mucli to solicit pupils, becauBo we do not havo to do tliat, for they solicit them' 
selvea, or their parents for them — wb are met with the question, have you au- 
thority from the Indian Office to take those nuplla ? If we iiive not, the door is 
shown to us. No pupil can come to us until the Government school ie full. This 
yeaPHome of our pupils who liad returned home on vacation, but were technically 
members of our school, had to hide from the Oovertiment police lo prevent being 
put into the agency Bchool, because it was not full. 

At Devils !&ke Agency we have two schools combined with our Congrefta- 
tional and Presbyterian missions. Tiie people have some idea of what they want 
tn reg-ard to the education of their children. It has been on their minds to have 
to put them in a school dominated by Catholic teachers. They' were wise enough. 
to appreciate the difference in the grade of inatruetion. and they remembered 
that they would be able to always read the open Bible; and so thsy sent them 
down to us, as in previous yeai's. But they wei'e not peiTnitlaid to remain, be- 
cause the Government school had capacity to receive all the children. So the 
religious preferences of the parents were not respected. The rules that have 
been mentioned by Miss Cook may seem to make all this talk of mine out of date; 
but sometimes things are not as they are supposed to be. A year ago a mother 
came lo me, saying she wanted to have her daughtci' transfen-ed from the Gov- 
ernment school to attend our normal school. She was growing to be a young 
woman. The mother could not read herself, nor could her husband ; and they 
wanted the daughter to learn to read the Dakota Bible. They were both mem- 
bers of the church. I told her it was impossible lo make the arrangement and 
to get permission from the Commissioner, as it was so near the opening of the 
term. She came again in the middle of last summer. So I wrote a letter for her 
ftnd for the girl, making application that she be allowed to send her daughter to 
Our school. At the same lime one of the elders in one of our churches inade the 
same request to the Commissioner, for leave to put his two boys into our school. 
I have in my hand, under date of September 12, the reply from the Indian Offloe, 
saying that the agent had been consulted, and had i-eported that the children 
ought not to be taken out from the Government school. 

Gen. Whittlesey. Are not these Indians all citizens of the United Stales? 

Dr, Rigk;s. They have been tor six years, but that does not affect the matter. 

Gen, Whittlesey, Can not they choose the school they want to? 

Senator Dawes. The appi-opriation bill has been compelled to make special 
provision that the children of Indians who are citizens may come into Govern- 
ment schools. It is only a permission (or them to come in. Nobody has a right 
to compel an Indian citizen to send his childi'en to a Government school unless 
he wishes to. 

Dr. Wahnek. Does not your school, Dr. Rlggs, expect comjffinsation from the 
Governments If so, Isn't the objection that the children are all provided (or, 
and hence it is not necessary to make this extra compensation for them ? 

Dp. Bigqs. It C09t« the Goverament leas to educate the children in our school 
than in the other schools. This I'estrictlve influence has affected those that are | 
above school age. It took me three years to bring from Montana a youne m 
Who wanted to go down and train himself as a teacher for his people. Tne 
fltrlctive principle worked against the Christian training school. I do not believe I 
the Commissioner would have signed that letter himself. 
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President Gates, Aretheexistinelawssuchastomalceitcompetenttorparenle . 
to send children to your school, it tney will ? 
Dr, Rio<JS. Citizens should certainly have that right; but I think there is 



wider right than that, It can not be settled by the matter of citizenship, 
know the courts would sustain us if we made an issue, but it does not seem de- 
sirable. It seems to me that public opinion and the good sense of the Commia- 
Bioner will settle this. 

President Gates. Is legislation needed, or only that the attention of the Com- 
missioner he drawn to it? 

Dr, RIGGS. There is no legal protection for misslonery schools on reserva- 

Senator Davtes. You make a contract with the Government by which you 
agree to educate some of the Government pupils. Of course, the Government 
oan make such terms with you as you and the Government can agree upon. It 
le between you and the Governmant. The Government insists upon it ttiat if it 
gives you a contract to educate so many children you mml not take them oat Of 
the other schools. 

Dr. RlGGS. Our contract at San toe does not allow us to receive any pupils from 
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Fort Berthold, although we have a school there to prepare pupils for San tee. Be- 
cause it is not mentioned in our contract, we are not allowed to go there to re- 
ceive pupils without special permission. 

Senator DAWPS. You agreed that you would not? 

Dr. RiGGS. We agreed that we would not. But I think we should receive any 
pupils. We must recognize the right of the Indian parent to judge where his 
children shall be educated. That Indian parent must come under, the proper 
rules of the compulsory-education law. He must feel the obligation of seemg 
that his child receives an education. That is a good principle. I am not at all 
talking in favor of the contract system. I see the day when that will be done 
away. It is because I have an interest in general education and the work of the 
Grovernment that I do not want any mistakes made. The Government can not 
afford to crowd out missionary work. It may take up a portion of its educational 
work. 'It has been remarkable to me to see the enthusiasm of these secular su- 
perintendents. You would think they were foreign missionaries just returned. 
The results they are 'most proud of are Christian results. Under existing cir- 
cumstances it is possible to have Christian men and women in control, but the 
whole system will not be Christian. In some of the Covernment schools to-day 
the moral tone is utterly degrading. That is lamentable, of course. 

The people of th# United States can not afford to drop out missionary schools. 
They ought to have the chance to go on with their work; they have something 
higher to give than mere secular education. Our work is to attain Christian 
teachers and preachers. We have sent out many who have done good work, and 
we hope we may have the opportunity to train more and more. We must have 
a trained native agency in carrying it on. The principles that I contend for are 
those that must have a wide application. We can not say that we must have 
these privileges and the Catholics must not. They should have the same privi- 
leges that we have, but should be held to the same standard of excellency that 
we are willing to meet. Please understand that we are working for something 
broader than the success of our own particular mission school. When I gave 
myself to educational work twenty-one years ago, it was not for the sake of build- 
ing up one little school, but for the sake of general Christian education among 
the Indians, for the salvation of the Indian people. 

President Gates. Does the question of the language used in your school have 
anything to do with this? 

Dr. RiGGS. I do not think it has. I would not, under any circumstances, give 
instruction only in English. 

President Gates. Is any effort made to preserve their native language among 
the children? 

Dr. RiGGS. Yes; we train them so that they can go with two Bibles in their 
hands. 

President Gates. The children are taught Dakota whether they are intend- 
ing to be missionaries or not?. 

Dr. RiGGS. Yes; and over and above that we are giving the best education 
given to any Indian pupils in the missionary field . 

Mr. Boyd. You heard from Dr. Thompson last night that the Presbyterian 
Board of Home Missions expects to give up its contracts with the Grovemment as 
soon as practicable. Now, if the Presbyterian Board gives up these contracts 
and receives no aid from the (Government, can it go onto another reservation, 
where the people have become citizens, and be able to educate anybody, without 
regard to the Indian Office or anybody else? Can anyone interfere with our 
right to educate Indians? Will Mr. Smiley answer that? 

Mr. Smiley. I have had the matter of education, very much at heart. The 
great difficulty with reference to it has been broached. In California the Grov- 
ernment has established a school at Banning, the largest settlement of Mission 
Indians. They had a school building and grounds, and appointed a most com- 
petent teacher to go there. What has taken place? The Catholics have put up 
a large brick building within a short distance, and they want to fill up that 
school. They have a contract with the Government. The Government pays for 
each pupil more than it costs them, I think. They employ as teachers nuns, who 
work for nothing. They can run a school more cheaply than the Presbyterians 
or Quakers. They have a good school in many respects. But here is ttie Gov- 
ernment paying for one school 4 miles away, from which pupils are abstracted, and 
also paying money to thiii contract school. That is, it is paying the same thing 
twice over. It pays for its own school, and then it pays $150 for every pupu 
that the Catholics can gather in. 

Here are contract schools fighting for scholars, because, if they are not full, 
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tliey do not get the Government support. Every contract school is also anxious 
to get the brightest and best scholars. The different contract schools fight 
among themselves for these. That is taking place all over the country, and I 
think it is a miserable muddle. When Capt. Pratt wants to get scholars he 
ranges over the Western States. They all want to go to Capt. Pratt's school 
The name of Carlisle is a great name. General Armstrong does the same thing. 
Capt. Pratt's is not a contract school: it is a Government school. General Arm- 
strong's is a contract school. The Presbyterians do the same thing. The Qua- 
kers in some places do. They all want the best sheep out of the pasture. Some- 
times I have known of their taking two generations, a father and the child, so 
as to fill up the school. Sometimes they will take scholars that others have re- 
jected on account of sickness or bad behavior. This ought to be remedied. 

At Santee there is a most admirable school under Dr. Riggs, one of the oldest 
contract schools. There is a Government school one mile away, and a Congre- 
gational school another mile, and an Episcopal school on the other side. Each 
of these receives funds from the Government. The Government has a right to 
say where it shall place its scholars. The moment these schools pay their own 
expenses the pupils should be allowed to go where they like. So long as they 
receive pay from the Government they must submit to the terms of the Govern- 
ment. Capt. Pratt's is a Government school, supported and built by Govern- 
ment, and IS on a diflferent footing. I think, sooner or later, all the contract 
schools will be ajx)lished. There is no doubt about it. They will become in- 
dependent missionary schools. Religious schools should be perfectly free from 
the Groverhment. 

Mr. Boyd. We are asked very earnestly to start a school among the Apaches. 
Suppose we start an independent school, what is the process by which we should 
start it there? Can we have it independent of the Government, and get on with- 
out being molested or made afraid? 

President Gates. No one will molest you probably, and it will depend on your 
own courage whether you will be afraid or not. 

Mr. Gray ATT. Mr. Smiley has said that contract schools will gather up chil- 
dren who have been dismissed from other schools. That was once true, but I do 
not think it is now. I think there is a black list of scholars kept at the Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. Mbserve. There is. 

President Gates. With reference to teaching their native language to the 
Indians, it seems to be a good rule that, unless a nation has a history or a litera- 
ture, there is no possible use in keeping up the language. I am satisfied that 
our Indian languages ought to go. 

Mr. Wood. It may be of interest to the Conference to know that Dr. Riggs 
was the first teacher of Dr. Eastman. It was through his influence and assist^ 
ance that Dr. Eastman procured the scholarship that carried him through Dart- 
mouth College. • 

Gen. Howard. Will Mr. Smiley answer the question asked by Mr. Boyd? 
The question is this: Here are many children unprovided for. Our churches 
now propose to go forward, as I trust, to make additional provision for these 
children, and to pay all their own expenses. There is no school for the White 
Mountain Apaches. Can they, without interruption from the agent or any one 
else, establish a school and have the children go to that school? 

Mr. Boyd. I should like to have Senator Dawes answer that q^uestion. 

Senator Dawes. The thing is perfectly plain, so far as the children of citizens 
are concerned, those who become citizens by withdrawing from the tribal rela- 
tions. They can go as any white children would go. So far as the children of 
nonoitizen Indians upon a reservation are concerned, no one can go on a reserva- 
tion without leave of the Government ; not a white person, except the officer in 
charge and his employes, can put his foot on a reservation without the consent 
of the Government. It is a question between Government and the people who 
wish to carry on the school. The time will come — I wish it would come to-mor- 
row — ^when there will be just one class of people in the United States, citizens, 
with all the rights of citizens. I trust we shall all stand shoulder to shoulder in 
that position. 

Gen. HowARt). Dr. Riggs has stated that the children of citizens of the United 
States can not go to school where they wish. That is a matter of official action 
of the Government It seems to me that this Conference should plainly declare 
that every citizen. of the United States who is an Indian shall have the same 
rights as a white citizen. 

Senator Dawes. They have it now. 
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Gen. Howard. We want to educate these other six thousand children. There 
are denominations who want to establish more schools. We do not ask for more 
legislation. Can there be regulations so that we can establish schools on these 
reservations? 

Mr. Smiley. You say these denominations are ready to go in and establish 
more schools. Do you mean for $150 a scholar? 

Gren. Howard. I mean without help from the Grovernment. 

Mr. Oberly. I understand the question to be whether the GrOvernment, if it 
so desire, shall have a monopoly of the right to educate Indian children. Shall 
the Government do all the school work, even if persons, churches, and individ- 
uals should desire to engage in it also? I understand the sentiment of this Con- 
ference to be a Christian sentiment. The chairman is constantly saying, with 
our unanimous concurrence, that we desire t6 have and must have Christian in- 
structors, who will lead our Indian children by Christian instruction into Chris- 
tian civilization. Can we get this kind of Christian instruction more certainly 
in the Government than in the denominational contract school? This Conference 
seems to believe that we can. Is this so? You know that the teachers in all 
the contract schools are Christians; and they do much good work in lesiding In- 
dian children into the churches — into Christian civilization by Christian paths. 
But do you know this of the Government teachers? You can not; but you do 
know that too many of the Government school employes, being the creatures of 
what is known as tne spoils system, it can not be said, '* Ye are the salt of the 
earth," for many of them are indeed blind guides leading the blind. 

But we are alJout to throw off the spoils sjrstem ; we are indeed in the very act 
of putting the Indian schools under the civil-service law system. But will this 
action enable us to dispense with the denominational contract system by giving 
us the certainty of obtaining Christian employes for the Government schools ? I 
doubt that it will; for it is made an offense by the civil-service rules to make 
inquiry concerning the religious belief or affiliations of an applicant for place 
under those rules. A man may be an infidel, and he maybe an applicant for the 
position of Indian school teacher. Under the civil-service rules, which are being 
applied now to the Indian school service, you can not ascertain this fact ; for it 
is unlawful to ask an applicant under the civil-service rules anything concern- 
ing his religious opinions. You have no right to ask him if he is a member of 
this or that church. You dare not ask him even if he is a believer in the reli- 
gion of Christ. And if an applicant for the position of Indian school teacher, 
having passed the civil-service examination, were to be certified to the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs, and the Commissioner, having ascertained the applicant 
to be an infidel, were to refuse to appoint him for that reason, it would be the 
duty of the President to dismiss the Commissioner from office. I mention this 
fact for the purpose of showing one of the great difficulties in the way of secur- 
ing persons known to be Christians as employes of the Government schools. I 
mention the fact for the purpose of suggesting, also, that it is just probable that 
in crowding out the denominational contract school, and putting into its place 
the Government school, you may be crowding out a good deal of Christian en- 
deavor on behalf of the Indian and be putting into its place a good deal of en- 
deavor that will be utterly devoid of that unselfish spirit of the Christian mis- 
sionary which has made tne Indian Christian work resplendent with the gloiies 
of unselfish toil in a field of danger, deprivation, and even maftyrdom. 

President Julius D, Dreher, of Roanoke College, Salem, Va., was invited to 
speak. 

President Dreher. So many things come into my mind as I rise to speak for 
the first time in a Mohonk conference that I am remiinded of the colored clergy- 
man who announced his text, and then said : ** My bredren, I will diwide ae 
subject into two parts, what's in de tex* and what's not in de tex' ; and lire will 
proceed to wrastle wid de secon' part first." I am tempted to " wrastle" with 
the second part first ; but I am also reminded that you have provided "a way 
out " for your speakers, which gives a pretty plain hint that tne way into the 
subiect snould be as direct as possible. Although deeply interested in the gen- 
eral work of Indian education, I shall confine myself, in the brief time allowed 
me, to a few statements with respect to higher education among the Choctaws 
in the Indian Territory. As is generally known, these Indians have had 
-churches and schools for many year's, several academies being maintained to 
prepare boys for college. 

The Choctaws receive about $60,000 a year from leases on* their reservation, 
and an equal amount from our Government as interest on money due them for 
the land surrendered in Mississippi in 1830. The Choctaw legislature appropri- 
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ates a part of this aiuiual iacome for the htglier education of a aumber of young- 
men and women who are distiibalvd among a nvimbBr of colleges in order t^ 
bring them iDtOuloeer contact with whila EtudentB, Twentj-one years ago, while 
I was yet a student at Boanoke, President Bittle received from a younij' Choc- 
taw a request in theee words: "Please send me a catalogue of your college. 
Please send her soon, as J shall need her.'' The catalogue was sent, and he was 
so well pleased with "her" that heenteredRoanokeCoUege, where he remained 
three years, much of his time being occupied during the last session in study- 
ing the question of the rights of the Indians with respect to the allotment of 
lands in severalty. He returned to the Territory, and within two years was 
elected a9 senator in the Choctaw Legislature. Mainly through faie influence, 
Itoanoke was selected as one of the institutions to be patronized by the Choc- 
taws, and since that time vre have every year had ladian students at the col- 
lege. 

Four of their Buperintendentsol education — themselves Choc taws — have visited 
Roanoke in their official capacity, Oneof these — ex-Governor Allen D. Wright — 
a graduate of Union College and Union Theological Seminary, New York, 
preached one Sunday in two of the churches of Salem ; and another. Rev. J. B. 
Tumbull, in an address in the college chapel, took the advanced position that it 
is more important to educate ^ii-Is than boys, because mothers have the larger 
influence in training and educating children. The reports of these superintend- 
entB, as well as the success in life of their boys trained at Roanoke, iiave pro- 
duced BO favorable an impression for the college that in the distribution of their 
students Roanoke receives u larger number than any othei" institution in the 
Stales. Up to this time only three of these students have completed the course- 
for Uie degree of bachelor of arts, and only one of these is a full Indian. His 
g-i-aduatlng address (in lti83) was delivered in Choctaw and English; aad Mr. 
Charles Dudley Warner, in an address on commencement day, remarked that, 
judging from the applause, he would say "Choctaw was the favorite language in 
Salem. ' When this young man took his degree in the Yale Divinity School in 
1886, by reciuest of the facultv he translated the Book of Malochi int« Choctaw, 
with a critical and exegetical commentary, a work in which it is sale to say the 
learned doctors about to try Professor Brigge tor heresy will not be able to detect 
the slightest depai-ture from the strictest orthodoxy. 

Of the eight Chootawe now at Roanoke, six are in the regular courses of gradu- 
ation. Upon the whole, our Indian students have done well at college, and on 
their return to the Teriitory have filled various positions of honor and Influence 
amCHig their people, as members of the senate and house of delegates, speaker of 
the house, interpreter to the house, auditor, national secretary, school trustee, 

f' idges, clergymen, teachers, lawyers, etc. While at college they are most 
indlj treated by the other students and by the people of Salejn. White stu- 
deatB nave chosen Indiansas room-mates, and invited them to make visits during 
the vacation. One of our graduates from the Territ«3ry — not a full Indian, how- 
ever—married a refined white lady in Virginia, who went with him to his home 
among the Choctaws. 

A word more before my time is up. I wish to make my grateful acknowledg- 
ments to Mr. Smiley for the pleasure of my being here: An invitation te apre- 
vious Indian conference I could not accept: and I was prevented from coming ta 
the conference in June on the negro question^ — a question in which, as a Southern 
man by birth, education, and residence, I feel a profound interest — because that 
conference was held the week before our college commencement. But when I 
leturnedfrom Alaska the 1st of September and found Mr. Smlley's cordial invitar 
tion to "Mrs. Dreher'" and myself—an invitation too large by "the better half " — 
I dBlennined to accept it. And 1 am glad 1 did, for 1 have enjoyed the confer- 
ence exceedingly. Iii the language of ose of our Cboctaw students, it is " mlghtv- 
first rate." Besides my general interest in the ([uestion I have kept in touen 
with the Indiana by our work at Roanoke, by visits to Hampton and Carlisle, a 
week spent in the Indian Territory, several trips across the continent^ and a 
visit to Alaska ; but nothing has so quickened my interest as the discussions of 
this conference. Mohonk is to manu-a " mount of heavenly rest.'' To me it 
will always seem to be a mount of illumination, a Calvary of consecration. In 
this atmosphere of enthusiam and devotion to the great cause of Chi-istian phi- 
lanthropy 1 have gained new inspiration tor my own work ; and as I have 
witnessed this beautiful spirit of consecration I have felt more deeply than ever 
that, if we are to be atallfitfor any part, however small, in the Master's service, 
it must be when, all the selfish considerations of our little lives being set aside, 
we enter with loving sympathy and the spirit of helpfulness into the larger life 
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of humanity, and especially into the lives and needs and crushed aspirations of 
the less fortunate classes of our fellow men. 

Dr. LuciEN C. Warner. Almost my only opportunity for observation of the 
Indian question has been among the Indian trioes of this State. As I read this 
report by Mr. Garrett, it seemed to me there was an object lesson in it which 
would be useful to us in the larger question of reaching the Indians of the United 
States. If we could tell the Indians of the West that seventy-five or one hun- 
dred years of civilization would do for them what it has done for these tribes in 
New York, they would say, No more civilization. The reservations in New York 
are small. They are surrounded by highly civilized communities. They are 
well provided with mission and day schools. Education has been provided. The 
record is that improvement has been slight. In some cases the people have re- 
trograded. There are one or two things that we may specially learn from these 
Indians. We want to treat the word *' education" in its largest meaning. The 
day school alone does not furnish a full education. With our white children it 
may, because it is supplemented by the education of the family and home. 

But when we take the Indians and put them into day schools, and teach them 
to read and spell, we are not really educating them. They go right back into 
their barbaric homes. The children and the young men and women must be 
educated during the whole day. They must be put into boarding schools where 
they are guarded and taught all the time ; and the outing system, which is un- 
doubtedly the best, must be adopted. Another mistake has been made in per- 
petuating the tribal relation. If the tribal relation could be brokem up in New 
York and in the whole country it would go very far towards the solution of the 
Indian question. Let the Indian take his chance, wherever he is. Provide edu- 
cation for him, but do not do too much for him. We are thinking too much of 
him as ah Indian. It is not the Indian, but the man, that we want. It will be 
well for the country when the tribal relation everywhere is broken up and the 
Indians are absorbed in the general community. The Indian problem will then 
be solved. 

Mr. W. Townsend, an Indian student from Carlisle, was asked to speak. 

Mr. Townsend. I believe in education, because I believe it will kill the In- 
dian that is in me and leave the man and citizen. I believe education will give 
the Indian the right to vote. I believe in the Indian learning the English lan- 
guage; one people, one language, that is my idea. I contradict the statement 
that the only good Indian is a dead Indian. The only good Indian is an edu- 
cated Indian. Only by education can he compete with the white man. Send an 
Indian into a school, and then let him go back to the reservation, and he turns 
into an Indian again. Give him a higher education; make him, for example, a 
doctor, and he will remain a doctor. 

A letter from Henry Kendall, a Carlisle student, now in the West, was read 
by President Gates. Miss Annie Thomas, a Carlisle Indian girl, was asked to 
speak. 

Miss Thomas. I fear Miss Thomas was not cut out for a speaking girl; but I 
can tell you a little about myself. I was born among the Pueblos, and I went tb 
Carlisle when I was a little girl. I had lived at the top of a hill, or pueblo, 500 
feet high, so that I am an expert at climbino^ ladders. I am now climbing an- 
other kind of ladder. Sometimes it is very hard, but I still keep on climbing. 
I am now at the normal school at Fredonia, N. Y.; and I hope to reach the top 
some day and be a *'schoolma'am." 

The remainder of the session was devoted to a free parliament. 

Rev. J. W. Harding, D. D. I wish to express my firm conviction that, what- 
ever may be the securities of the Dawes bill or the Thayer bill or any other bill, 
nothing less than the grace of God conveyed by living and daily and loving con- 
tact of unselfish lives with the hearts and lives of these poor and weak brethren 
of ours will ever solve the Indian problem. And my present argument is the 
experience of the Stockbridge Indians, a remnant of whom, about two hundred, 
survive on the Showano reservation in Wisconsin. It is a good object lesson. 
The Massachusetts house of representatives passed an act December 30, 1749, 
very like the Dawes bill, granting lands in severalty to the Stockbridges, and 
most carefully guarding their proprietary rights, declaring that "the Indian 
inhabitants of the town of Stockbridge are and shall be subjected to and receive 
the benefits of the laws of this Government to all intents and purposes in like 
manner as others, His Majesty's subjects in this Province." 

Now, this act carried with it not only land in severalty and complete citizen- 
ship, Stockbridge being laid out as an Indian township, 6 miles square, but also 
the best thoughts of Gen. Armstrong and Capt. Pratt ; for there were also gen- 



B allotinents to John Sargunt, the miBsionary, called fi'om a tutorship in 
Yale Colleg-e, and ordained to his work at Deerfiela, in the proaence of Governor 
Belcher, a delegation from the house of representatives, and a large congrega- 
tion of townspeople and Indians, Rev. Mr. Appleton, of Cambridge, nom^g up 
to preach the eermon. AUotmenta also were made to Timothy Woodbridae, In- 
difm schoolmaster, and one of the verj, best, and, moreover, to six EngUsn fam- 
ilies, seleutcd for their special litnewlo be model farmers and housekeepers. 
And they had an industrial school and a sewing achool and ''outings" The 
boys wei-e scattered about among the farmers in various towns, and some of the 
girls were even sent over to Englsjid, and some of the young men to Dartmoutli 
College. Jonathan Edwards was called from Northampton to be their pastor, 
and 6y tte church of which the Indians IhemBelves were in large majority the 
members. They proved themselves to be fully equal to the foremost officers of 
trust both in the ohurch and the town. John Metoxin was a deacon. John Au- 
paiunat was chorister and town clerk. Hendrick Wahponseet was llthing-man 
and oonstable. John Metoxin, besides being deacon, was also an assessor and 
surveyor of highways; and he sat with Capt. Wa-haun-wum- wan-meet on the 
board of aeieotmen with Timothy Edwards, Elisha Brown, and Thomas W 11- 

In a word, for I see that your gavel is about to fall, these Stockbridge Indians 
were well on their way to become fully incorporated Into the body poiitio. They 
would sui'ely have diappeared as Indians, had the salutary influences which pre- 
vailed during their stay of forty-nine years in Stockbridge been allowed their 
just fruition. And, now, why is it that this poor, depleted i-emnant are to-day 
eking out a contorted reservation existence at Showano? Why is it that all that 
remains to trace their once happy and prosperous and promising existence in 
Stockbridge is a rude cairn of rough stones, their only memorial, save the frame 
of an old barn, once the timbers of their meetinghouse ? 

Well, the time only permits me to say two words, "whisky," " covetousnesH," 
although there came in the accessories of disturbing and disintegrating wars and 
the demoralizing contaminations of the camp. Most of these able-bodied men 
were enlisted, several of them proving excellent olHcors. But their white neigh- 
bors were shrewder than they ; and they gradually got them into debt, and flnaily 
changed the laws so as to permit them to sell their lands, until their best escape 
from bankmptcy seemed to be an acceptance of the invitation of the New York 
Oneidas to share their roservation. And then that powerful corporation, the 
Ogden Land Company, wanted their lands; and so went on the sad, old story of 
uprootings and migi'ations. 

But the saddest thing of all was— and the chietest hinderance — and this is m^ 
present point— the loss of that living and daily and loving contact with their 
earlier Christian and unselfish neighbors, such as the two Sargents, Timothy 
Woodbridge, and Jonathan Edwards. The latter loved them and they loved 
him. He did not preach to them hard, metaphysical doctrine, but in the simplest 
method of familiar catechetical instruction, some of his words being yet extant; 
and when he was called to the presidency of Princeton College, and had to say 
farewell to his beloved Indians, lie burst into a flood of tears. 

Bev. J, J. Gravatt. There seems to be a growing sentiment against con- 
tract schools. In going through the Western country I have seen excellent 
contract schools that could not have been established otherwise. Something 
has been said about the principle of the thing. Of conr8e,it they areona wrong 
principle they should be stopped. But changes can not be made in a week or a 
month. We would better move slowly. It will not be long, probably, before 
they are abolished ; but let us have lime. Can these mission schools go to-day 
and get all the money they need, or can they get it to-morrow ? When the peo- 

iile are educated to know the best way, I have confidence enough In the religious 
eeling of this country to believe that they will respond nobly to the work oi the 
Christian school and church. 

On motion of Mr, P, C, Garrett, it wa.s voted that speakers should be limited 
to three minutes. 

Prof. J. W. Chiokering, Washington. I want to speak a word tor the chil- 
dren of silence, those who can not speak for themselves. For such white per- 
sons we make provision in nearly every State and Territory, but we do not know 
the numbers of them among the Indians. We only know they exist. We have 
had two at Washington who went on well with their studies and made good prog- 
ress. I want to suggest to those pi'eBent that when they come across these 
mvites anywhej'e, they will commomcate the tact to the authorities at Washing, 
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ton, tbat some provision laAy be made to send them to schools or institutiona torn 
mutes in ihu Stales neaitsl their homoe. ^ 

Mias E. L. Pisheh, of Carlisle. I am very anxious that there should ba* 
hieber education for our brighter girls and boys. It does not seem to me that 
the wa^ is quite open for that yet. Miss Thomas was at a young ladies' 3i;bool 
In Michigan for two years, almost entirely supported by kind, friends there. 

Now she, is at Fredonia, w' " " ■---■-- .. f .- . .1. ........ i_ . ......... 

Capt. Fratt. In Cai'lisle w 
at a school in town. Of course, we can "give them hoard and clothes, but there 
are other expenses that must be paid. Ocie is an excellent musician. She has 
had many lessons oo the piano, and we feci that she should still go on. Then we 
have boys that we should like to help. I would like to make a strong plea for 
something to be done by which these brighter ones should have a big^ber educa- 
tion. We teel that white boys and girls need some help to get on their feet, and 
Indians need it quite as much. Much has been said with reference to Cbristiaa 
work. Wo teel very strongly the need of Christian work. We need the spirit 
ot Christ in the heart. One of the questions Capt. Pi'att always asks of those ftp^J 
plying to be teachers ia, -'Are you a church member'/ " He does not say wba|^ 
ohureJi, for w^ belong to many churches ; hut ho considers it necessary that teaohj 
ers of Indians should be Chnatiana. 

Capt. Pkatt. I wish it to he understood that we have Catholic teachers a 
employes thei-e also. 

Mr. C. P. Cornelius. I am ashamed to say I own a piece ofland in the West tha| 
I can not manage. 1 have not a word to say about it. Two years ago, when tha 
Oneida Indians had their lands allotted, I was in correspondence witha taraiei\^ 
who said if I would get a certain piece of land be would rent it for $200 a year 
if I would place a t«am on it. I agreed to do so. ! got a nice farm and paid 
S500 for improvements on it. I corresponded with the agent in Wisconsin, and 
with Seoretary Noble and with Commissioner Morgan. They all told me that I 
could do nothing with this piece of land: that I could not rent It, because I was 
able physically to fann it; that I must farm it myself or let it lie there for tbe 
nest twenty -ii ve ^ears. This did not quite suit me, as I am attending school; 
and, as I am paymg my way through school, I could have used that 4500 better 
than to have it lie there idle. But I have higher aspirations than to Urry on tbe 
reservation and farm 45 acres of land. That is one defect in the law. Senator 
Dawes acknowledged last night that there are a good many defects in the Dawe» 
bill. I am glad that came from him, because now we have a chance to say some 
things about it. 

The law should permit those who are not on the reservations, who can not util- 
ize the land by farming it, to lease it. There is no provision for anyone who te 
Qualified to become a fiU! citizen of the State and of the United States to be al- 
lowed to pay taxes. I have other property, worth several times the amount of 
that land, upon which I am paying taxes, and I feel fully qualified to pay taxes 
on that piece of land. There are others of the Oneidas who ai-e no more Indians 
than you are, so far as regards customs of living, and who are fully capable of 
being citizens. Weareoitizensof theUnited States, but not citizens of the Stat«, 
because when we appeal to the oourts of Wisconsin we are not received. Tbe 
lawyers say, Are you paying taxes? No. Are you citizens of the United States? 
Yes. Well, then, we have no interest in you. We pay nothing for the cost of 
trials in the State of Wisconsin, and so the people do not care to have us in tbe 
courts. Tbey have no use for us, and we can not appeal to the laws of tbe State. 
Gen. Eaton. With regard to the higher education, there is a sum of sixty or 
seventy thousand dollars for the purpose of higher education for the Indians. 
Another point is to be kept in mind ; that this outing business depends upon the 
personal choice of families and localities and communities. Thtire is no State 
superintendent who would differ from Judge Draper about thu Indiana when 
placed in different famQles, They would favor it. I have urged this again and 
again. I believe that you here have much to do in this direction. You can im- 
press tbe public with the fact that where an Indian boy or girl ia in a district 
the district school should be open to him as it is to any other child resident in 
that disti'ict. This sentiment, which is growing in the States east of the Etock- 
ies, will soon prevail in the States west of them. 

Judge Draper. Gen. Eaton asked whether Indian children could be received 
into the public schools of the State, and my answer was, No. The right to at- 
tend any school is a statutory right, The statute provides that any resident 
child of school age, between 5 and 21, shall have the right to attend upon the 
public school. Tne one question is whether the child has become a resident. If 



.11 

i 



REPORT OF THE BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS. 113 

the Indian child has been received into the family and become a part of that 
family, the child, under the statute, becomes entitled to attend the school. But 
it can not be said that any number of Indian children may move into a district 
solely for the purpose of attending school there. 

Gen. Whittlesey. I have been asked to correct a statement that is often 
made, that the appropriations for the support of schools come from trust funds. 
Such appropriations do not, to any extent, come from trust funds. I have not 
the exact figures, but I think less than 10 per cent of the- appropriations for the 
support of schools comes from trust funds. 

The draft of the resolutions to be acted upon in the evening session was read. 

Adjourned at 1 p. m. 



SIXTH SESSION. 

Friday Night, October 9. 

The conference was called to order after a song by Mrs. Hector Hall. The an- 
nual report of the treasurer, Mr. Frank Wood, was read, as follows : 

Frank Wood, treasurer^ in account with Mohonh Indian Conference, 
Dr. Cr. 



To cash received from members of the ^ 

conference ?543.00 

Interest 3.16 



546.16 



Oct. 20. By cash paid Isabel C. Bar- 
rows, postage *$5.00 

Jan. 15. By cash paid Geo. H. Ellis, 

printing 516.20 

15. By cash paid Frank Wood, 

printing 5.50 

Feb. 4. By cash paid Geo. H. Ellis, 

binding in cloth 8.75 

535.45 
By cash in bank to balance 10. 71 

546.16 



* Stamps OQ hand, 57 cents. 

It was moved that the Government be asked to print the proceedings of the 
Mohonk Conference in advance of its usual publication in the report of the Board 
of Indian Commissioners, where it always appears. 

Referred to the publication committee. 

On motion of Mr. Garrett, the publication committee was appointed, as fol 
lows: President M. E. Gates, Amherst; Gen. E. Whittlesey, Washington; Mrs 
Isabel C. Barrows and Mr. Frank Wood, Boston. * 

The report of the committee on the Mission Indians was read by Mr. J. W. 
Davis, as follows: 

REPORT O F THE COMMITTEE ON LEGAL ASSISTANCE TO THE MISSION INDIANS 

1891. , 

The presence of many new membars in this conference makes desirable the 
statement that a committee has been continued for several years for the furnish 
ing of legal assistance to the Mission Indians. 

The first presentation of their interests was to the conference of 1885 by Prof. 
Painter, after his first visit to them, and a concurrence of influences from Mrs. 
Helen Hunt Jackson upon the confefence of the following year led to the im- 
mediate appointment of the committee and the raising of $5,000 in the confer- 
ence for its work. 

To Mr. Painter and a member of this committee with his wife, all previously 
acquainted with Mrs. Jackson, she extended a most enthusiastic welcome to her 
last sick room in San Francisco, when it was to be illumined by her presence 
only a few weeks longer. The radiance of her face while she talked of " her " 
Indians, and revealed her longings for a wider, more complete work for them, 
ffave fui impression, not so much of intensity of enthusiasm that was consuming 
ner fading strength and would soon be lost as of a glorious fulness that only 
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needed channels to reach others, to thorougly enkindle them, and perpetuate 
itself, till her great purpose should be accomplished. ' 

A visit by us to the Indians to establish personal acquaintance and confidence, 
so as to continue more effectually her work, involved a return from the extreme 
north of California, after fulfilling other plans there, and therefore a journey of 
1,000 miles and a drive through the hills in the extreme heat of midsummer, 
and the arguments against it were generously urged by Mrs. Jackson. But to 
change that wistful, longing look, and that flush of hope that her work might 
be adopted by others into assurance to her and give restfulness to that closing 
life was sufficient reason for undertaking it, and soon Mr. Painter and ourselves 
were testing the reality of the reasons that had been urged against the journey. 
A temperature of 106^ in the shade proved too much for the full prosecution 
of the plan, but heralded by a letter from the "Queen," as Mrs. Jackson was 
named by the Indians, we were warmly greeted by a considerable company gath- 
ered at Pala from scattered homes among the hills from a range of many miles. 
Report of the little that had been accomplished and the more that would be 
attempted was borne to Mrs. Jackson and then to you, with the message she sent 
by Prof. Painter to President Cleveland, and at tne same time Mrs. Hiles came 
with her report of individual work already bagun. 

In connection with the legal work then initiated personal contact with these 
people has been cultivated in each of the succeeding years by Mr. Painter, act- 
ing in behalf of both the Indian Rights Association and this committee, and by 
the continuous services of Mr. Frank D. Lewis under your committee, during 
which he was everywhere known among the Indians as the Abogado (the law- 
yer) who worked for them without pay, and thus acquired their unlimited con- 
fidence and regard. (For instance, whenever he appeared at Warner's ranch he 
.could have the free use of any horse in the village for the prosecution of his 
work.) 

In all this the work has taken in the line pointed out by Hon. Austin Abbott 
in one of the earlier conferences, the line in which sympathy with a race, so often 
conct3ived as sentimentalism, wisely takes the practical and more unmistakable 
form of uniting help to individuals with the establishment of principles and other 
broad work for the race. And since the special Mission Indian bill was secured 
and the Administration blessed the Indians and honored itself in the choice of 
Messrs. Smiley, Painter, and Moore as commissioners, the same earnest care of 
individual interests has been given in the journeys and labor of the commission 
of which we have heard from Mr. Smiley, and which have been continued by Mr. 
Painter through all the heat of midsummer. The amout of labor bestowed and 
the fruit from it of settled, peaceful homes in prospect, where there has been so 
much of wrong and unrest, are easily underrated. 

The work of your committee for supply of legal assistanca was intended to be 
supplemental to the limited legal help that could at first be secured from the 
(Government, and during the past year, with such a Government commission at 
work in the field and Mr. Lewis in the office of special United States attorney 
caring for the work in the courts, the attitude of your committee has been one 
of simple waiting for the developments from this enlarged Government effort. 

The question naturally arises whether there is any further scope for action by 
your committee and need of the remaining funds, almost untouched for the year, 
and therefore accumulating, as follows: 

Balance from last year SI, 075. 45 

Interest on funds for the year 63.60 

1,138.96 
Less paid for telegrams on a case of protection of water supply for a village 3. 46 

Balance on hand 1,135.50 

The advice of Mr. Smiley confirms the judgment of your committee that this 
balance had best be held by the conference in reserve for certain contingent 
needs directly in the line of the original purpose for which it was raised. 

The interesting statements of Mr. Smiley and the limits of your time make 
the presentation of many facts received from Mr. Lewis now undesirable, but 
one will interest you. 

There is an impression that the acreage cultivated by these Indians this year 
has decreased rather than increased. Mr. Lewis attributes it to the unusual de- 
mand for day labor at Redlands, Riverside, and San Jacinto, and by the water 
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companies; and, even with less acreage, the season has been so favorable and 
crops so good that there will probably be no shortage in results. 
In behalf of the committee. 

Philip C. Garrett. 

Moses Pierce. 

J. W. Davis. 

The same committee on Mission Indians was, by vote, continued , for another 
year ; namely, Philip C. Garrett, Moses Pierce, Joshua W. Davis. 

A letter from Rev. E. E. Hale, D. D., expressing regret at his inability to at- 
tend the conference, was read. 

On motion, the following resolution was adopted: 

Whereas it nas been announced that an Indian congress is to be held in con- 
nection with the World's Columbian Exposition of 1892, in which the problems 
of Indian civilization are to be discussed, and where Indians, representing differ- 
ent tribes, are expected to appear and illustrate what American Christianity 
and civilization have done and can do for the Indian, demonstrating the capa- 
bilities of the Indian race, and thus enforcing the consequent duty to afford the 
Indians the same opportunities that are offered other races under our Govern- 
ment; and whereas an exhibition of this nature, in which thought, moral truth, 
and the higher aims and acquirements of humanity shall be illustrated, would 
be of more interest and importance than any material exhibit can possibly be, 
and would tend to further the cause of Indian civilization, 

Besolvedy That this conference commends the purpose of the proposed Indian 
Congress, and invites the cooperation of the friends of the Indian in making it a 
success. 

The following resolution, offered by G^n. C. H. H. Howard, was passed: 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this conference that as rapidly as possible the 
issue of ratioDS to Indians should cease ; that where a treaty exists the amount 
of food issued be, as soon as practicable, reduced to the minimum, and that where 
consent of the Indians can be obtained, the rations be commuted to other articles 
of use needed in civilized occupations. 

The platform prepared by the committee appointed for that purpose was then 
read and discussed. Each section was voted upon separately, and the platform 
was then adopted as a whole, as follows: 

PLATFORM OF THE NINTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE FRIENDS OF THE 

INDIANS. 

In no year since the general severalty bill was enacted have we had occasion 
to record so important an advance in the administration of Indian affairs. The 
year is signalized by the fact that the President of the United States has ex- 
tended the provisions of the civil-service act to over 600 employes of the Indian 
service — superintendents of schools, teachers, matrons, and physicians — whose* 
appointment and permanency of service will no longer be affected by political 
influences. 

We also heartily thank Congress for the enactment of important laws. By one 
of these laws provision is made for the compulsory education of Indian children. 
By two laws the wrongs to the Mission and Round Valley Indians, against which 
this conference has long protested, have been corrected, and their provisions are 
now being carried out, so that we may soon expect to see these Indians holding 
firmjtitles to their own individual lands. Congress has also made increased ap- 
propriations for the education of Indians. 

Under the direction and with the sympathy of the President and Secretary of 
the Interior, the India,n service has had the rare fortune of being conducted by 
a Commissioner of Indian Affairs whose energetic, ceurageous, and skillful ad- 
ministration has our heartiest approval. 

What has been gained the past year encourages us to renewed effort for further 
advance. We heartily thank the President and Secretary of the Interior for the 
partial extension of the civil service to the Indian service; and we ask them to 
complete their work by putting under the provisions of the same act, so far as 
possible, all other appointees, including farmers and carpenters, etc., if found 
practicable, amounting to as many more. And, if it is not thought possible to 
apply the letter of the civil-service act to the appointment of agents, we would 
most earnestly ask that the spirit at least of that law be applied in this case 
also, as it is especially important that their selection be for merit and competency 
only, and that their tenure of office be not limited by political considerations. 
With the same purpose we would call attention to the importance of maintain 
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ing* from one quadrennium to another a consistently wise Una of Indian admin- 
istration. The duties of a Commissioner of Indian Affairs are no more political 
than those of any agent or teacher. We therefore urge that the responsibility 
for results in the conduct of Indian affairs be left with him, including a return 
to the former custom of devolving upon him the selection of agents as well as 
other employes. 

The amount of $2,216,000 appropriated by Congress last year for the education 
of the Indian was 20 per cent larger than the amount appropriated in any pre- 
vious year, but it yet leaves a third of the Indian youth unprovided with schools. 
We still ask for rapidly increasing appropriations until the Indian school system 
shall be perfected, and provision made for the education of all Indian youth. 
We warmly approve the extension of the national public-school system, so ad- 
ministered as not to restrain the freedom of religious schools supported for the 
benefit of the Indians. 

We look with satisfaction upon the allotments of lands in severalty, but with 
concern upon the rapidity with which they are being made. In order that public 
sentiment may not be impeded, that schools may 1^ provided, and that justice 
may be done adjacent white settlers, we ask Congress to pass a law providing 
that the Government shall pay all equitable local taxation, or its equivalent, 
assessed on allotted lands, so long as these allotments remain inalienable, either 
from proceeds of surplus lands or from the public Treasury. 

The legal status of an Indian who holds an allotment in a i*eservation not yet 
fully allotted should be speedily decided. Legislation by Congress should pro- 
vide for easy access to duly established courts of law, and for competent legal ad- 
vice andservicj for Indians, during the transition period which must precede 
their intelligent entrance upon the full duties of independent citizenship. We 
do not favor the establishment of an elaborate system of special courts for In- 
dians ; but we aflBrm unhesitatingly that legislation to secure immediate and easy 
access to regularly established courts for legal protection and remedies is greatly 
needed, and should be by law provided. 

The policy of getting the Indians into civilization by keeping them out of civ- 
ilization has never succeeded, and never will. We therefore commend the pol- 
icy of mingling the Indians with the whites, by seeking employment for them in 
Christian families and on farms, by placing them in the public schools in the 
States, and by encouraging their settlement together. " 

We regret that we have occasion again to note that the lands of the New York 
Indian tribes have not yet been allotted, and the tribal system thus abolished. 
We hope that the State of New York will follow the United States in securing 
to the Indians within its limits the individual ownership of their lands under 
some just legislation; and, if for any reason it maybe impracticable to at once do 
this, we urge that the Legislature shall without delay extend the operation of 
the civil and criminal laws of the State to residents of such reservations, except 
so far as such laws relate to the ownership of lands. 

The public exhibition of Indians in their savage costumes and customs is de- 
moralizing and humiliating, and we ask that no permission be hereafter given 
to take Indians from the reservations for this purpose. 

We protest most earnestly against the removal of the Southern Utes from Col- 
orado, as against their best interests, as involving their pauperization and need- 
less expense to the Government, and as, in our opinion, dictated solely by a de- 
sire on the part of the white man to obtain the valuable lands now occupied by 
these Indians. 

Believing that in education lies the chief hope for the future of the Indian 
people, the conference rejoices in the increased facilities afforded by Govern- 
ment schools, trusts that regulations enforcing the compulsory education law 
will be so wisely carried out as to allow to Indian parents all reasonable freedom 
in choice of a school for their children, while still preventing undue solicitation 
of pupils by rival schools, and expresses its conviction, that, as the work of In- 
dian education began with Christian missionary efforts, and has had its strength 
in mission effort, the Christians of America are called upon to-day more strongly 
than ever before, by the hearty and generous support of missions to the Indians, 
to make manifest the supreme constraining force in civilization, that love of 
Christ, in accomplishing the work that remains to be done for these our fellow- 
countrymen of Indian descent. 

Rev. T. A. Nelson, D. D., of Brooklyn, N. Y. , said that his denomination had 
taken steps to assume the whole support and management of its religious schools 
as soon as practicable. 

Mr. O. E. Boyd said that there had beenm any discouraging things in connec- 
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tioD with the mission work amun^ the Indiiuie, But what shall we doV be aaked' 




Shall we 9t<ip? No. Shall we g'o on:' Yen, PreabyteriaiiB believe in the per-  
severaDoe of the saints. All we aak of the GovernmeDt and of the frleods of | 
the Indian is simply fair play in the tran»aotion of work, nothing o 
play and an endeavor to help ua as beet they can. Give iia that, and we will d 
our part. We are going to g-ive up Govefnment aid att soon as we can. We ar 
going to flght it out on this line UDtil every Indian shall be not only an Indian I 
but a Christian citizen : and let all the Presbyterians and Christians say. Amen. 

Rev. Philip S. Moxom. I como before you with a good deal of ditHdence. for 
this is my first visit to a Mohonk confei'ence; but I am very thankful that the 
opportunity was given me to come. I have been an eager listeaer and a bard 
student here. Let me, in the brief time which I may take, turn your thought 
with mine to a certain aspect which ix, after- all, the chief aspect of this move- 
ment. This coniereoce seizes my imagination, the work you are doing seizes 
my imagination, and my mind has begun instinctively to see the relutions of it 
to the whole great enterprise of the establishment of the kingdom of God. For 
hundreds of years the church was engaged with the definition of the metaphys- 
ical personality of Christ. Within the last hundred years or a little more, and 
certainly within the Last twenty-live years, the church, as aever before in its his- 
tory, has reached after a ti'ue mterpi-etation of the essential Christ, and has been 
moving into sympathy with him. The whole work of the church manifests that 
endeavor as never befoi-e. It has moved jnto sympathy with the purpose of Jesus j 
Christ; and, aa it has done this, it has become alive. No one can study the re- J 
ligious life of our time without being impressed with this. Constantine, saya ] 
the old legend, saw a standard in the heavens bearing the figure of a cross and I 
the words, 'Ev nrtir^i vixa — '' By tibia conquer," Whether he really saw it or not, f 
the vision expressee the truth. It Is not by the cross as a thing, not as a mere J 
religious emblem, but by that spirit of self-sacrifice which the cross truly inter- f 
preted represente, and which was embodied in Jesus Christ as in no one else in J 
the history of the world, that we accomplish every reform offecting the moral 1 
life of man. f 

One day last summer I stood in High Holhorn.in London. The street was ] 
crowded with all sorts of vehicles, so that oue could cross only at the peril of i 
life or limb. As I was crossing on that day last summer there came a sudden ' 
hush, and everything stopped. I looked up to see the cause of this remarkable 

Suae in the hurry and roar of that street. And there, on either hand I saw 
ftwny xwlicemon grasping the horses' heads and holding them back. Every- 
thing stopped dead still. That mighty current of life seemed to have felt a 
power like that which divided the Red Sea. I wondered, and looked about; and 
at my side was a Little carriage on four wheels, and in this carriage lay a young 
girl, perhaps lo years old; but so pallid and frail, and a woman was pushing the 
carriage across the street, and all the business of that streethad stof^ed tor that 
n^ak, helpless child I A happy amDe played upon her pale face as she passed 
me, and I had a vision. It seemed as if I saw Him of Nazareth standing there 
vriih outstretohed arms shielding one of his little ones. 

Wherever there are want and ignorance and weakness, there we find the Mas- 
ter. Jeans Christ has ideuttfied Himself with the helpleHs and the pooi'. Wa 
Are beginning to feel the pulse of His heai't and to catch the wisdom of His in- 
sight. And just in proportion ox we do that, whatever the detail of our methods, 
we shall he successful in our work; and only as we do get into sympathy with 
the heart of Jesus Christ will our work be suocessfid and permanent. 

So I say that all the enginery of legislation and the machinery of law are val- 
uable. I believe in the worth of these, and I believe in getting the beet we can; 
but underneath all this we must, more and more, put the Bpii'it of Him whom we 
delight to honor as our Lord into this work on behalf of the Indians. In pro- 
poirtioa as wo do this shall we draw them to ourselves and to Him, and we shall 
lift them into the capacity of citizenship, not only in the Republic ol the United 
States, but also in the kingdom of Almighty God. 

Rev. J. M, Hark, Pennsylvania. I am glad for all that has been done 
liqe of legislation in the sbaplfag of publio opinion and in the means being used 
In this work. But the mlgntly thing, after all, is personal, individual, denoted 
work for our red brothers and aistors. All that we desire or pray for can be done. 
I was present at Carlisle at the graduation of an Oneida girl. I heard her make 
one of the most remarkable addresses I ever heard from any girl. She is now at 
home, teaching in a reservation school. She has just sent twelve of her suholaiv 
to Carlisle, and has twenty-five more in her .school. She writes that slie wanta 
the prayers of her Indian associates at Carlisle and at Lancaster that she may ba 



I 
I 



118 REPORT OF THE BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS. 

a better woman, that she may more abundantly show forth the love of the Maste** 
to the young hearts entrusted to her care. She is full of Christian devotion. 

Mr. Hark closed by narrating incidents about several other Indians who had 
become Christian missionaries and teachers, thoroughly devoted, judicious, filled 
with enthusiasm and with good practical common sense, which are as necessary 
in missionary work as anywhere else. 

Gren. O. O. Howard. The white people are around the Indian reservations, 
waiting for them to be opened. Selfishness, greed, and liquor are brought in 
upon them. I have visited every State and Territory except one, and also 
Alaska, and I can say this : An Indian does not accept the civilization about 
which we talk until he is converted. I asked Capt. Pratt if they had yet become 
Christians, and he speaks of members of the church. But I asked, do not they 
take a Christian's view of things y And with few exceptions he says they do. 
We do not want to put our whole stress upon secular schools. I am in favor of 
common schools as much as anybody ; but I have a great deal of solicitude about 
excluding the Scriptures from the schools — the last book that ought to be ex- 
cluded from any place. You do not exclude Virgil. Would you repress this 
advance by the Government in compelling Indians to go to school? No ; the 
more teaching, the better ; but, as the Government multiplies its work. Chris- 
tian brethren multiply your work. The help from the Government may have 
been a little paralyzing. I rejoice as the Presbyterians come forth and say they 
will give up the Government money ; and I hope, when good Presbyterians die, 
that they will leave their money for the pushing on of this work. 

When I was in the Freedmen's Bureau, we used to put a dollar of the Govern- 
ment money with a dollar of missionary money, and help the American Mission- 
ary Association and others to do a good work. The old people should not be 
neglected and forgotten. I saw an old man in Arizona, named Santo, a man with 
hardly any clothing on, connected with the chief family of the tribe. "Santo," 
I said, " I have a Father up yonder, and you have; and your Father and mine are 
the same being. We must be brothers." Tears ran down the old man's cheeks 
as he gave me his hand. The tribe had never sent a delegation to Washington, 
and he was the first man to say he would go. His heart was changed. From 
that time on until he died he was earnestly in favor of our civilization and did 
everything he could for it. It is the change of a man's heart that we want, and 
I do not know anything that will do that but Christian influences. Sustain con- 
tract schools as heartily as you can, and, when Government aid is withdrawn, 
have the contributions enlarged and seek a greater work every day until the 
whole field is covered. 

The Chair appointed the following persons as a special committee on legisla- 
tion, in accordance with a resolution offered by Mr. Garrett: Mr. P. C. Garrett, 
of Philadelphia; Judge William Strong, of Washington; F. J. Stimson, of 
Boston ; and Austin Abbott and Darwin R. James, both of New York. 

The following resolution was offered by Rev. J.G. Van Slyke, D. D., of Kings- 
ton, N. Y.: 

Besolved, That the members of the ninth conference, gathered at the Lake 
Mohonk Mountain House to consider the interests of the American Indian, give 
emphatic expression in this hour of adjournment to their appreciation of the 
generous and beautiful hospitality of their entertainers, Mr. and Mrs. Albert K. 
Smiley, who have contributed in almost every conceivable way to the pleasure 
and profit of their guests. In this expression we desire to include our sense of 
the value of the counsels and influences which have so materially promoted the 
welfare of the Indian, and which have proceeded out of this parliament of phi- 
lanthropy, due to their creative and molding hands. 

Dr. Van Slyke. In offering this resolution, I feel disposed to compare this 
conference, on this mountain height, to some of those glittering peaks of the 
Sierras which materialize the vast loads of snow. The moisture of the Pacific 
breathes against those heights, and out of them proceed the streams that irrigate 
the vast plains of California. So some of the finest intelligence and moral spirit 
and philanthropic zeal of this country, under the magic wand of Mr. and Mrs. 
Smiley, like trade winds, seem to have converged upon this spot, and deposited 
themselves in counsels and influences and plans which shall go forth to irrigate 
the barrehnesss and sterility which have hitherto characterized the condition of 
the Indians in this country. 

Our immediate problem is to put the Indian into some homogeneity with our- 
selves, and it is an imperative problem. Our population is sweeping on and ob- 
literating reservation lines. The Indian can no longer be maintained in isola- 
tion, and it is not desirable that he should be. He must become part of Ameri- 



REPORT OF THE BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS. 119 

can life, and be directed by the forces of American and Christian civilization, 
and become part of it, so that he shall cease to be a foreign ingredient. As such 
he will be crushed and overborne ; but make him an actual participant in our 
political, social, and moral life, and, like the Germans and Scandinavians, he 
will become a genuine element in our civil life. We must forget that the Indian 
is an Indian, and regard him as having all the potentialities of a man.* The 
members of this Mohonk Conference are the schoolmasters of the nation. 

Rev. Francis Tiffany, of Cambridge, Mass., seconded the resolution in a happy 
speech. 

Mr. Smiley. I thank you for the kind expressions which have been made. I 
am rejoiced that so many have come and have made this conference such a suc- 
cess. I always think the lasl) is the best. We have had reports from the field 
from devoted men engaged in the work, discussions have been sharp and instruc- 
tive, and the conclusions sound and measurably unanimous; and I feel that much 
good has been done. 

The man is here at whose house this conference was organized. When I was 
at Santee, Dr. Strieby, Mr. Riggs, Dr. Ward^ Bishop Hai*e, Mr. Williamson, 
Gren. Whittlesey, myself, and others took about three days to discuss the Indian 
question in reference to the Sioux. It was so profitable that I said, I invite you 
to spend a week with me ; and I will get toj^ether a company of men to talk the 
whole thing over with you, and Mr. Riggs is the one who is really responsible 
for this conferenc3. When we had the first conference, I saw that we needed a 
second, and now this is the ninth, and we need another. I wish you a pleasant 
return home, and a return here at our next conference. 

The resolution of thanks was adopted by a standing vote. 

A resolution of thanks was voted to President Gates for his courtesy and serv- 
ice, the doxology was sung, and the conference adjourned. 

LIST OP MEMBERS. 

Avery, Miss Myra, 137 Academy street, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Bailey, Mrs. Hannah J., superintendent World and National Woman's Chris- 
tian Temperance Union, Department of Peace and Arbitration, Winthrop 
Qenter, Me. 

Banks, Rev. Louis Albert, pastor St. John's Methodist Episcopal Church, 88 G 
street. South Boston, Mass. 

Barrows, Mrs. Isabel C, The Christian Register, 141 Franklin street, Boston, 
Mass. 

Barstow, Hon. A. C, Board United States Indian Commissioners, Providence, 
R.I. 

Barstow, Mrs. A. C, Providence, R. I. 

Bergen, Mr. Tunis G., 127 Pierrepont street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Bergen, Mrs. Tunis G., 127 Pierrepont street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Blight, Rev. Robert, chaplain Indian Department, Lincoln Institution, 324 South' 
Eleventh street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Boardman, Rev. Dr. George Dana, pastor First Baptist Church, 3827 Walnut 
street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Boardman, Mrs. George Dana, 3827 Walnut street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Bolles, Mr. E. L., Union League Club, New York, N. Y. 

Booth, Mr. Frederick A., 39 West Tenth street. New York, N. Y. 

Booth, Mrs. Frederick A., 39 West Tenth street, New York, N. Y. 

Boyd, O. E., recording secretary Board of Home Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America, 53 Fifth avenue. New York, N. Y. 

Braislin, Rev. Dr. Edward, pastor Washington Avenue Baptist Church, 306 St. 
James street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Bridgman, Rev. H. A., managing editor the Congregationallst, 1 Somerset 
street, Boston, Mass. 

Bruce, Rev. James M., editor the Examiner, 38 Park Row, New York, N. Y., 
and Yonkers, N. Y. 

BuUard, Mrs. Stephen H., president Massachusetts Indian Association, 149 Bea- 
con street, Boston^ Mass. 

Burgess, Miss M., Indian industrial school, Carlisle, Pa. 

Callahan, Prof. Henry White, principal Kingston Academy, Kingston, N. Y. 

Capen, Dr. Frank S., principal State Normal School, New Paltz, N. Y. 

Capen, Mrs. Frank S., New Paltz, N. Y. 

Chickering, Prof. J. W., National Deaf -Mute College, Kendall Green, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 



120 REPORT OF tup: board of INDIAN COMMISSIONERS. 

Chickering, Mrs. J. W., Kendall Green, Washington, D. C. 

Christensen, Gen. C. W., president Brooklyn Trust Company, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Christensen, Mrs. C. T., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Cleaveland, Miss Abby E., first vice-president, Poughkeepsie Indian Association, 
Hudson River State Hospital, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Cook, Miss Emily S., Indian Bureau, Washington, D. C. 

Coppock, Mr. Benjamin S., superintendent Chilocco industrial school, Chilocco, 
Ind. T., Arkansas City, Kans. 

Coppock, Mrs. Benjamin S., Arkansas City, Kans. 

Cornelius, Mr. Chester P., Oneida Indian, assistant disciplinarian Indian indus- 
trial school, Carlisle, Pa., and student Eastman's Business College, Pough- 
keepsie, N. Y. 

Crannell, Mrs. W. Winslow, president Albany Indian Association, 9 Hall Place, 
Albany, N. Y. 

Davis, Mr. Joshua W., vice-president Boston Indian Citizenship Committee, 460 
Center street, Newton, Mass. 

Davis, Mrs. Joshua W., 460 Center street, Newton, Mass. 

Davis, Dr. Robert T., Fall River, Mass. 

Dawes, Miss Anna L., Pittsfield, Mass. 

Dawes, Hon. H. L., United States Senate, Pittsfield, Mass. 

Dawes, Mrs. H. L., Pittsfield, Mass. 

Denison, Mrs. C. H., Williamstown, Mass. 

Draper, Hon. A. S., superintendent public instruction of State of New York, Al- 
bany, N. Y. 

Draper, Mrs. A. S., Albany, N. Y. 

Dreher, Julius D., president Roanake College, Salem, Va. 

Drury, Rev. Dr. J. B., managing editor theChristianlntelligencer, 4 and 6 War- 
ren street. New York, N. Y. 

Drury, Mrs. J. B., 4 and 6 Warren street. New York, N. Y. 

Dunbar, Prof. John B., Bloomfield, N. J. 

Dunbar, Mrs. John B., Bloomfield, N. J. 

Da Bray, Mr. J., Indian pupil. Normal and Agricultural Institute, Hampton, Va. 

Eaton, Gen. John, president Marietta College, Marietta, Ohio. 

Elliott, Mrs. Elizabeth, president New York Branch Woman's Indian Associa- 
tion, 607 Lexington avenue, New York, N. Y. 

Field, Mr. Franklin, 81 Grant street, Troy, N. Y. 

Fisher, Miss E. L., Indian industrial school, Carlisle, Pa. 

Fisk, Mrs. Clinton B., Rumson Hill, Saabright, N. J. 

Fisk, Mrs. James C, 32 Quincy street, Cambridge, Mass. 

Poote, Miss Kate, president Indian Association, Washington, D. C, and also 
Guilford, Conn. 

Fountain, Mr. Gideon, 153 East Sixty-second street. New York, N. Y. 

Fountain, Mrs. Gideon, 153 East Sixty-second street. New York, N. Y. 

Frye, Mrs. Myra E., president of the Maine Indian Association, Woodfords, 
Me. 

Gallup, Mrs. J. C, president Woman's New York Synodical Committee of Home 
Missions, Clinton, Oneida County. N. Y. 

Galpin, Mr. S. A., secretary of the New Haven Indian Rights Association, New 
Haven, Conn. 

Garrett, Hon. Philip C, member of Board of United States Indian Commission- 
ers, Logan Postoffice, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Gates, Merrill E., LL.D., president Amherst College and chairman Board of 
United States Indian Commissioners. 

Oilman, Miss Clarabel, secretary Jamaica Plain Indian Association, 8 Harris 
avenue, Jamaica Plain, Mass. 

Oilman, Rev. Dr. Edward W., general secretary American Bible Society, Bible 
House, New York, N. Y. 

Given, Mr. James B., Indian industrial school, Carlisle and Eastman's Business 
College, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Goodwin, Mrs. W.,W., 5 Follen street, Cambridge, Mass. 

Gravatt, Rev. J. J., Normal and Agricultural Institute, Hampton, Va, 

Greene, Mr. J. Evarts, member of Boston Indian Citizenship Committee, Worces- 
ter, Mass. 

Gregory, Miss L. Grertrude, 325 Clinton avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Hall, Rev. C. L., missionary Fort Berthold Mission of American Missionary As- 
sociation, Fort Berthold, N. Dak. 

Hall, Rev. Dr. Hectoi:, pastor Second Presbyterian Church, Troy, N. Y. 



REPORT OF THE BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS. 121 

Hall, Mrs. Hector, Troy, N. Y. 

Harding, Rev. Dr. J. W., editor Springfield Republican, Longmeadow, Mass. 

Harding, Mrs. J. W., Longmeadow, Mass. 

Hark, Rev. J. Max, pastor Moravian Church, Lancaster, Pa. 

Hark, Mrs. J. Max, Lancaster, Pa. 

Hooker, Mrs. B. E., Hartford, Conn. 

Howard, Gen. C. H., editor Farm, Field and Stockman, 156 and 158 Washington 
street, Chicago, 111. 

Howard, Mrs. C. H., Chicago, 111. 

Howard, Rev. Dr. George A., Catskill, N. Y. 

Howard, Mrs. George A., Catskill, N. Y. 

Howard, Gen. O. O., major-general United States Army, Governors Island, N. Y. 

Hubbell, Rev. Dr. Wm. S., 379 Pearl street, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Huizinga, Rev. Dr. A. H., pastor Reformed Church, New Paltz, N. Y. 

Huizinga, Mrs. A. H., New Paltz, N. Y. 

Ives, Miss Marie E., P. O. Box 1065, New Haven, Conn. 

Lee, Mrs. Frances H., 14 Chestnut street, Salem, Mass. 

Longwolf, Miss Hattie, Indian pupil, Indian Industrial School, Carlisle, Pa. 

Lyon, Hon. William H., member Board United States Indian Commissioners, 
170 New York avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Lyon, Mrs. William H., 170 New York avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

MacArthur, Rev. Dr. R. S., pastor Calvary Baptist Church, 358 West Fifty- 
seventh street, New York, N. Y. 

MacArthur, Mrs. R. S., 358 West Fifty-seventh street. New York, N. Y. 

McCabe, Rev. C. C, corresponding secretary Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, 150 Fifth avenue. New York, N. Y. 

Meserve, Mr. Charles F., superintendent Haskell Institute, Lawrence, Kans. 

Meserve, Mrs. Charles F., Lawrence, Kans. 

Nelson, Rev. Dr. Thomas A., 48 Eighth avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Nejson, Mrs. Thomas A., 48 Eighth avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Oberly, Hon. John H., ex-Commissioner Indian Affairs, room 36, Post Building, 
Washington, D. C. 

Oberly, Mrs. John H., Washington, D. C. 

Patterson, Mr. H. C, 640 North Fifteenth street, Philadelphia. Pa. 

Patterson, Mrs. H. C, 640 North Fifteenth street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Patton, Rev. Cornelius H., pastor Congregationalist Church, Westfleld, N.J. 

Patton, Mrs. Cornelius H., Westfield, N. J. 

Pease, Rev. Theodore C, Maiden, Mass. 

Pease, Mrs. Theodore C, Maiden, Mass. 

Peloubet, Rev. F. N., Woodland avenue, Auburndale, Mass. 

Peloubet, Mrs. F. N., Auburndale, Mass. 

Pierce, Mr. Moses, trustee Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute, Nor- 
wich, Conn. 

Pierce, Mrs. Moses, Norwich, Conn. 

Pratt, Capt. R. H., superintendent Indian Industrial School, Carlisle, Pa. 

Pratt, Mrs. R. H., Carlisle, Pa. 

Proctor, Miss Edna Dean, Framingham, Mass. 

Proudflt, Mrs. R. R., Highlands, N. J. 

Quinton, Mrs. A. S., president Women's National Indian Association, 249 North 
Eighteenth street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Riggs, Rev. Alfred L., Santee Normal Training School, San tee Agency, Ne- 
braska. 

Seelye, Rev. Dr. L. C, president Smith College, Northampton, Mass. 

Shelton, Rev. Charles W., financial secretary Indian Missions of American Mis- 
sionary Association, Birmingham, Conn. 

Shelton, Mrs. Charles W., Birmingham, Conn. 

Smiley, Hon. Albert K., member Board United States Indian Commissioners, 
Lake Mohonk, N. Y. 

Smiley, Mrs. Albert K., Mohonk Lake, N. Y. 

Smiley, Mr. Alfred H., Minnewaska, N. Y. 

Smiley, Mrs. Alfred H., Minnewaska, N. Y. 

Smiley, Miss Sarah F., 428 West Twentieth street. New York, N. Y. 

Stimson, Mr. F. J., Boston Indian Citizenship Committee, 709 Exchange Build- 
ing, Boston, Mass. 

Stimson, Mrs. P. J., Boston, Mass. 

Strieby, Rev. Dr. M., secretary Board of American Missionary Association, Bi- 
ble House, New York, N. Y. 



122 REPORT OP THE BOARD OF IXDIAN COMMISSIONERS. 

Strong", Miss Julia D., 1410 H street, Washington, D. C. 

Strong, Hon. William, ex- Justice Supreme Court of United States, 1410 H street, 
Washington, D. C. 

Taber, Mr. Augustus, Westchester, N. Y. 

Taber, Mrs. Augustus, Westchester, N. Y. 

Talcott, Mr. James, 7 West Fifty-seventh street. New York, N. Y. 

Talcott, Mrs James, 7 West Fifty-seventh street, New York, N. Y. 

Talman, Mr. William G., 304 State street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Talman, Mrs. William G., 304 State street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Tate, Rev. Mr. British Columbia. 

Taylor, Rev. Dr. James M., president Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Taylor, Mrs. James M., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Thomas, Miss Annie, Indian pupil, Indian Industrial School, Carlisle, Pa. 

Thompson, Rev. Dr. Charles L., pastor Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
Madison avenue and Fifty-third street, New York, N. Y. 

Thompson, Mrs. Charles L., New York, N. Y. 

Tiffany, Rev. Francis, in charge Indian Education Work, American Unitarian 
Association, 25 Beacon street, Boston. Mass. 

Tiffany, Mrs. Francis, Boston^ Mass. 

Tillinghast, Mrs. Isabel N., New Paltz, N. Y. 

Townsend, Mr. S., Indian pupil, Indian Industrial School, Carlisle, Pa. 

Van Slyke, Rev. Dr. J. G., pastor First Reformed Church, Kingston, N. Y. 

Van Slyke, Mrs. J. G., Kingston, N. Y. 

Ward, Miss Hetta L. H., New York. 

Ward, Rev. Dr. Wm. Hayes, editor The Independent, 251 Broadway, New York, 
N.Y. 

Warner, Dr. L. C, 2042 Fifth avenue, New York, N. Y. 

Warner, Mrs. L. C, 2042 Fifth avenue. New York, N. Y. 

Welsh, Mr. Herbert, secretary Indian Rights' Association, 1305 Arch street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Welsh, Mr. Herbert, Indian pupil, Indian Industrial School, Carlisle, Pa. 

Wheelock, Mr. Dennison, Indian pupil, Indian Industrial School, Carlisle, Pa. 

Whittlesey, Gen. E., Secretary Board United States Indian Commissioners, 
Washington, D. C. 

Whittlesey, Mrs. E., Washington, D. C. 

Wicks, Rev. J. B., Milford, Mass. 

Wicks, Mrs. J. B., Milford, Mass. 

Wood, Mr. Frank, Boston Indian CitizenshipCommittee, 352 Washington street, 
Boston, Mass. 

Wood, Mrs. Frank, Boston Indian Citizenship Committee, 34 Alban street, Dor- 
chester, Mass. 

Woodbury, Rev. Dr. Frank P., corresponding secretary American Missionary 
Association, Bible House, Ninth street and Fourth avenue. New York, N.Y. 

Wotherspoon, Lieut. W. W., First Lieutenant Twelfth Infantry, Mount Ver- 
non Barracks, Ala. 

Wotherspoon, Mrs. W. W., Mount Vernon Barracks, Ala. 

Wortman, Rev. Denis, pastor Reformed Church, Saugerties, N. Y. 

Wortman, Mrs. Denis, Saugerties, N. Y. 



REPORT OF THE BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS. 123 



JOURNAL OF THE TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF 
THE UNITED STATES BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS 
WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF MISSIONARY BOARDS AND IN- 
DIAN RIGHTS' ASSOCIATION. 

Washington, January 7, 189^. 

The annual conference of the Board of Indian Commissioners, with secretaries 
of religious societies in charge of missionary and school work among the Indians, 
of Indian Rights' Association, and others, con\'Bned at 10 a. m. in the parlor of the 
Riggs House. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. F. F. Ellinwood, D. D. President Gates, in calling 
the meeting to order, said : 

We regret the absence of Gen. Whittlesey, whose presence has not only pro- 
vided for the smooth flow of business, but has been a benediction among us. He 
is recovering from a severe illness, and is not able to be here. In his absence 
we shall elect a temporary secretary. 

On motion of Mr. Philip C. Garrett, Dr. Sheldon Jackson was elected secre- 
tary pro temporex 

President Gates. We welcome to this conference, which has come to be an- 
nual, the secretaries of religious societies and workers in the field. A year ago 
we met under profound gloom. The disturbances in Dakota were at their height. 
You will remember how grave and serious were the questions that faced us. I 
think the whole history of that disturbance in Dakota is most encouraging. As 
we review the events of the year it becomes manifest that education and Chris- 
tianization held the main part of the tribe from being drawn into an attitude 
hostile to the Government at the time of the excitement. That ought to lead 
us to feel, that when we gather to consider questions of educational policy and 
of Christian mission work, we are concerning ourselves with the vital principles 
that are to civilize the Indian. We are in the realms of principles, a realm 
which is always serene, where sunshine is constant. 

When a body of men and women, no matter how small, resolve to see that 
righteousness is done, that it is worked into onr institutions and laws, when we 
meet and resolve to secure the rights of our fellow men and to help the helpless > 
defeat is impossible. We may continue to be for a longer or shorter time in the 
minority, so far as special details are concerned ; but our ultimate triumph is 
assured from the beginning. In that spirit we meet. 

Within the last year Mr. Darwin R. James, whom we came to know and 
honor as a member of Congress, and who, as a member of the House, used to 
meet with us in these conferences and showed a deep interest in all right meas- 
ures for the Indians, has been appointed a member of the Board of Indian Com- 
missioners, and we are glad to welcome him here this morning. The President 
has also appointed to our Board another gentleman, who has long been devoted 
to this cause, Mr. Elbert B. Munroe, chairman of the board of trustees of Hamp- 
ton Institute. He meets with us this morning for the first time. It is a good 
omen that at this time, when Gen. Armstrong is absent, and his illness throws a 
shadow over the Indian work, the president of his board of trustees takes his 
place among us in this work. We recall Gen. Armstrong's words to us at New 
York, some years since, when it had been apparently demonstrated that certain 
greatly needed reforms could not be secured, that it was impossible to have civil- 
service regulations extended to the Indian service. Gen. Armstrong sprang to 
his feet and said, " Of course it is impossible to do this, but what are Christians 
here on earth for but to do what is impossible !" It seems to me that Provi- 
dence may have extended Gen. Armstrong's lease of life to demonstrate that to 
us. It is a matter of rejoicing that he is as well as he is. A dispatch reaches 
us this morning, through Mr. Munroe, saying that Gren. Armstrong has reached 
his home in safety. He can network for a long time to come; let us hope that he 
will never be allowed to work again as hard as he has done for these last years. 

Not only have we occasion for gratitude that the disturbance in Dakota passed 
away with no more serious results, but we meet for the first time with civil-serv- 
ice regulations extended over the Indian service, to go into effect the 1st of 
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March. The employes who come under these provisions are the superintend- 
ents of schools, assistant superintendents, matrons, teachers, and physicians, 
covering- about seven hundred employes out of three thousand. This is an im- 
portant reform. This means that if the Administration changes, if the complex- 
ion of political majorities changes, there will not be a total overthrow of all that has 
been accomplished. We need to ask to have civil-service regulations extended 
so as to cover the appointments of the Indian agents. That is regarded too much 
aa a matter of Senatorial prerogative. While appointment is by the President, 
confirmation is by the Senate. We have to face the spoils system which has in- 
trenched itself behind so-called "home rule," which means that Senators are 
virtually to have the appointment of Indian agents in the State they represent. 
There is no safety to our work until we reach a degree of certainty of tenure for 
good agents which we have not yet reached. Under one Administration which 
was favorable to the Indians, under a President who earnestly wished to do the 
best thing possible for the Indians, the pressure of partisans was so effective that 
there were changes of fifty-three out of fifty-eight agents within four years, and 
this while the head of the nation had at heart the best interests of the Indian 
service. You see how difficult it is to secure reform under such conditions. Let 
us, grateful for the reforms we have secured, ask for still more. Let us ask par- 
ticularly and strenuously that the appointment of agents may be made more care- 
fully, and that there be less chance of the removal of good agents. 

I remember that Capt. Pratt used to tell his Indian boys if they wanted to be- 
come citizens of the United States there was only one way to do it There is no 
one who can tell us what an Indian is. His civil and political status is not fixed. 
While anyone else in the world might become a citizen of the United States at 
that time, those who had in their veins the blood of the Indian, in the truest 
sense "Americans," could .not possibly become citizens. Capt. Pratt, after tak- 
ing a party of his Indian boys down the harbor at New York, where they could 
see an emigrant ship coming in, perhaps bringing in 1,600 immigrants who 
could become American citizens, advised his Indian boys', if they wished to 
become citizens of the United States, to steal out in the night, and charter a 
rowboat, and, rowing down the bay, to get aboard the incoming emigrant ves- 
sel. To-day we have 16,000 native-born Indian citizens of the United States, and 
4,000 more who have made application, who will soon be citizens. This fact in- 
dicates hopeful progress along that line. 

The vast domain of land occupied by the Indians must be cut up. If we re- 
member that 104j000,000 of acres of land (a territory two-thirds as large as that 
of France or Spam) are held by the Indians in nominal occupancy, we shall see 
that before titles to that land should be confirmed to the Indians forever to be 
held by them to rove over while the game they used to hunt has disappeared, 
we need to consider what is true tenure of land — what gives a title to land. Let 
no one understand me as opposed to giving compensation for unused land which 
Ave take by agreement from the Indians. They can not hold all this land per- 
petually outside the sphere of civilization. Twenty-one million acres out of the 
125,000,000, with the assent of the Indians, have been put back into the public 
domain and opened to settlers within the last three years. But we must go fur- 
ther in considering the rights of the Indians. The question has come up, 
whether in the future the money to be received by Indians from the sale of their 
unused land shall be divided among the Indians p^r capita. It seems to me 
that it would be better to build up a fund that may be used in place of taxes to ' 
bring courts and schools and roads within the reach of the Indians during the 
the period while their land is held by a protected title and remains untaxed. I 
have no doubt this question will receive full attention from the friends of the 
Indians. 

L3t us pass to the subject of Christain education. In 1819 (as the Commis- 
sioner has reminded us in his able, scholarly, and statesmanlike report) the Gov- 
ernment made its first appropriation of $10,000 for education, industrial and 
Christian education. The appropriation for this purpose was not materially in- 
creased until Commissioner Price came in. He found it $75,000. In 1881 he left 
it nearly a million dollars. Commissioner Morgan has steadily pushed forward 
that good work. We rejoice that we have at the head of this work a Commis- 
sioner who emphasizes the importance of education. He clearly declares the 
line of action which he believes the Christian people of this country should take. 
There is a strong demand for Christian and missionary effort in order to bring 
the Indians under the sway of civilization in the highest and best sense. 

I will now call upon the different representatives of the religious bodies which 
support missions and schools among the Indians to report for their respective 
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associations. And first we shall hear from Dr. P. P. Woodbury, of the American 
Missionary Association. 

Dr. Woodbury. We have l^pne forward steadily through the past vear. I 
had the privilege of spending a month in Dakota in inspecting our work there. 
I went first to Berthold, where we have carried on work for seventeen years. I 
was impressed there with one fact which attended me throughout the journey, 
and that is the momentum of influence that a man of probity can have with these 
people when it is extended year after year. Mr. Hall, who went from the Broad- 
way Tabernacle seventeen years ago, has worked steadily in Dakota all these 
seventeen years. I found his word and presence went a great ways. The In- 
dians had confidence in him. They came to him for consultation. The Indians 
are ready to give this confidence when it is deserved. I remember one instance 
that was related to me. They had claims for the taking of their ponies on one 
occasion, but they had only a rude way to estimate the number taken. Each one 
put in as many kernels of corn as he had ponies. Then they took along journey 
to find a man in whom they had perfect confidence to count them up. At last 
they came to one, and they said, *' Thomas, we know you and we know you will 
count true; we know jrou will not lie. Take this bag of corn and count it, and 
whatever you say it is, it is, and we will present that number to the Govern- 
ment." And he counted it up and made up their claim, and they were abun- 
dantly satisfied. 

At Berthold I found an industrial work going on and a willingness to work 
amon^ the Indians. I went to Standing Rock Agency and I am persuaded that 
the diflBlculties which arose there have not only been settled but they have re- 
sulted in openings not found before. The relatives of those who engaged in the 
hostilities are now in school under the immediate influence of Christian educa- 
tion. There as elsewhere I found an obstacle in the system of distributing rations, 
where the people had to leave their homes once or twice a month and take a 
journey of two or three days to get these rations. The establishment of sub- 
agencies to prevent this will be a great benefit. It will prevent the Indians com- 
ing together in great crowds. 1 went down to San tee, where our main educational 
work and industries are carried on; blacksmithing, carpentering, painting, print- 
ing, and everything was goinff on well. I also visited the Rosebud Agency and 
some of the schools in Nebra^a. 

There is present one of our teachers from Alaska, who can tell us of the work 
there. 

President Gates. Last year Dr. Jackson told of two young men who were 
left as teachers just outside the arctic circle, 46 miles from Asia, where they 
were to face savage surroundings, with no chance of communication with white 
men, for six months. One of them is here and I am sure we shall all be glad to 
hear from Mr. Thornton. 

Mr. H. R. Thornton. .1 was in Alaska, at Cape Prince of Wales, for about fif- 
teen months. I have returned here for the winter and expect to go back to 
Alaska in the spring. My colleague, Mr. W. T. Lopp, and I were thrown into 
very intimate daily contact with the people in the schoolroom, in the Sunday 
school, in their houses, where we visited them socially, to doctor them, and for 
business purposes, and In hunting with them, which we did not only for the sake 
of exercise, but because we knew that it would give us great influence with them. 
They live by hunting and fishing entirely, and of course their test of a man's 
manhood is his ability to acquit himself tolerably well in that direction. I men- 
tion the time and circumstances because I want you to feel that I know what I 
am talking about. 

I want to speak first of some important reforms that we think should be made. 
We found the natives very peaceable, intelligent, and I may say very virtuous, 
their moral code being essentially the same as ours. Their morality compares 
favorably with the morality of uneducated white m^^n of this country. We suc- 
ceeded beyond our fondest hopes in teaching them English and in making some 
slight beginning toward civilization and Christianization. We have no doubt 
that on account of the character of the people they can be civilized and Chris- 
tianized within a much shorter time than many other heathen tribes, and we 
feel sure that they will amply repay all the time and labor and money that may 
be expended for their benefit. 

The gravest danger that threatens the people is the liquor trafiic. There is a 
stringent law against it on the statute books of the United States, but for some 
reason or other it has not been enforced strictly. The liquor, the whaler's trade, 
is the very vilest, cheapest, and most poisonous that is made. Under its infiu- 
ence the natives are more Like, maniacs than ordinary drunken men. Even a 
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man of strong nerve coming in contact with them has a feeling of shuddering re- 
pulsion, as if in coming in contact with a lunatic or idiot. I have seen drunken 
women crawling on all fours, uttering beastlike soufids, and drunken men mouth- 
ing and ranting and carrying on in a l&astlike way." 1 think it is due to the quality 
of the liquor and that white men would be reduced to a similar beastly level u 
they drank the same stuff. This debauches the people morally and physically. 
Unless stopped it will effectually prevent their becoming civilized. If we can 
put an end to it we think that with a little help from the Government the peo- 
ple will be able to provide themselves with the appliances of civilized life. Their 
property consists of furs, walrus, ivory, and whalebone, and the more of these 
they have the more desperate their condition will become unless the traffic is 
stopped, because it will enable them to buy more liquor. We thought it was a 
part of Qur duty, and a great pleasure too, to take steps to help these people in 
temporal affairs as well as educationally and spiritually. We have plans under 
consideration, especially with regard to the whaling industry, to provide modern 
whaling apparatus, and we hope in future they will be able to get several whales 
in a season. The whalebone of one whale is worth from four to eight thousand 
dollars; a few whales, therefore, will enable them to provide themselves with 
household furniture, flour, cloth, tools, and all the appliances of civilized life 
they need so much. 

The condition of things since we have been there, and we have reason to be- 
lieve it has been so for several years, is this : The whaling ships get up there 
between the 1st and 15th of June.^ Last year the revenue cruiser arrived the 5th 
of July, the year before not much earlier. In other words, the whalers are there 
from two to four weeks before the cruiser and they get their trade with liquor in 
before the officers arrive. Most of it is traded on the Siberian coast, but our na- 
tives go over and get it at various points on that coast. I think it will be feasi- 
ble to send the cruiser up earlier. If that could be done and the whaling ships 
could be searched before they get up to our section of the country it would be a 
good thing. I hope this plan will receive due consideration from the proper au- 
thorities. Possibly that can not be done. It may be necessary to secure the co- 
operation of Russia and the Sandwich Islands. According to the law, as I un- 
derstand it, our revenue cruiser has no right to search even an American vessel 
in Russian waters ; so she can trade as much liquor there as she wants to, and in- 
directly that comes, as I have said to our natives. Much of the liquor is taken 
on at the Sandwich Islands, and if anything can be done to prevent that, it should 
be done. I have been told that there is need of a more stringent watching of 
the whaling vessels in taking on cargoes at San Francisco. I have reason to 
suspect that liquor is sometimes smuggled aboard there. 

It is impossible for me to give you any idea of the condition of abject poverty 
in which these people live, in underground houses, sitting on the floor, eating 
with their fingers. They get a little flour from the whalers, but for ten months 
they are without flour or other farinaceous food and they live almost entirely on 
fish or flesh. The parents come to us and tell us their children are crying for 
bread, either because their systems demand that kind of food or because, having 
got a taste of it, they want more. We carried up a little extra supply and we 
always furnished it under these circumstances. 

We do not want the United States Government to support this people outright, 
as it has done in times past for some of the Indians in the United States. We do 
not want their manhood and self-respect destroyed. We feel sure that with^a 
little help from the United States they will b3 able to get for themselves, through 
our help, the appliances of civilized life. It will be a great deal better to do that 
than to make paupers of them by supporting them outright. 

There is a law against trading breach-loading rifles and fixed ammunition to 
Indians, and it is considered illegal to trade such arms and ammunition to the 
Eskimos. That should be repealed at once so far as they are concerned. We 
hunted with them very often, and we feel sure that the rifle is as necessary to 
the Eskimo as a plow to the farmer. As a matter of fact, the United States 
officers in that section recognize the unwisdom of the law and no attempt is made 
to enforce it. We took an accurate statement of the possessions of the people. 
There are between five and six hundred natives in our village, and they have 
132 guns and among them 67 breach-loading rifles, so the law is practically disre- 
garded. But the breaking of any law is always a bad thing and exercises a 
bad moral effect on the people. Besides, that law may be made an engine of 
unrighteous oppression. A Government officer might take up any man for trad-" 
ing rifles, although he knows that plenty of people do trade them. He may say, 
''I did not find these other people trading them and I did find this fellow." 
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I want to indorse as heartily as possible the movement that was made last year 
for introducing domesticated reindeer into Alaska. In winter the game is found 
on the floating ice-fields. When the wind blows on shore it is safe hunting, but 
if it blows off shore and the hunter is too far out to get back to the stationary ice 
in time, or does not notice the change in the wind, he is carried cfff and suffers 
a terrible lingering death from cold and starvation, or the ice^ is broken up by 
storms and he is drowned. The people gave us the names of sixteen men who 
have perished in this way within the last ten years. We ourselves game very 
near being carried off and four parties of natives were carried off last winter. 
In three cases they were seen in time and a canoe rescued them. In the fourth 
case they- were too far up the coast and it was near nightfall. We offered the 
natives our canoe to go for them, but they said it was no use; they must be left to 
their fate; it was too dark. We prayed for their safe return, and providentially 
during the night the wind changed and blew the ice back and they escaped. An 
unusually long spell of weather when the winds blow off shore is very bad. Our 
natives were nearly reduced to starvation last winter on that account. They 
had to live by chewing little bits of walrus hide, which is about like chewing a 
rawhide whip. It may happen at any time that an unusually long spell of un- 
favorable weather may occur and some of the Eskimos will actually starve. So 
you see the absolute necessity for an auxiliary food supply such as would be fur- 
nished by the reindeer. Then, the skins are useful for clothes and bedding. 
The reindeer can be used for drawing sledges, too. In all these respects they 
are useful. 

I have been told that some six or eight years ago, when walrus hides and ivory 
were rather higher priced than now, quite a number of vessels engaged in the 
business of killing walrus, and they killed them out so that the supply is very 
much diminished. Last year our natives secured only 109 during the whole sea- 
son. They told me that they used to get from six to seven hundred. li may 
happen that any time the demand for walrus hide and ivory will be such as to 
induce American whalers to repeat that performance. In that case, if the de- 
struction goes any farther, the people will necessarily starve, because the walrus 
is not only useful as food, but the skin is indispensable for their boats. The only 
timber they have is driftwood. With this they make a light framework which 
they cover with walrus hide. If the walrus are killed off they will not be able 
to have boats for whaling and sealing, andean not go about to different places for 
their living, as they now do in certam months. About nine- tenths of the people 
go away in summer to get fish enough to live on. 

My own idea is that the time has come when the walrus and whales should be 
protected by the Grovernment as it is proposed to protect the seal, not only for 
the benefit of the natives but for the benefit of future generations of whites. If 
the destruction of the whales goes on as it has been going on, the time is not far 
off wheb they will be virtually exterminated. It will be much wiser to take the 
matter in time by limiting the number of seals and whales and walrus to be 
killed, and allowing the species to be propagated for the benefit of posterity. 

These, then, are the points that we wish to have considered : First, the whisky 
traffic should be suppressed ; second, the law against rifles should be repealed ; 
third, every good man should give his support to the introduction of domesti- 
cated reindeer into Alaska ; fourth, American whalers should not be allowed to 
kill the walrus. 

Mr. S. F. Tappan. Do the natives make whisky of molasses ? 

Mr. Thornton. I think not last year ; but we were informed that they had 
made whisky of molasses and flour, and that the whaling captains taught them 
that art. They have no native liquors of their own. 

Gen. John Eaton. Has there been any judicial decision that the law about 
selling rifles to Indians applies to the Eskimos ? 

Mr. Thornton. I have been informed that it is against the law. 

Mr. J. J. Janney, of the Society of Friends, was introduced. 

Mr. Janney. We have no formal report to make here. All the details of our 
work are in the report of the society, which will be given to your secretary. 
We feel greatly encouraged with the result of the experiment we have made in 
cooperation with the Commissioner with reference to the employment of field 
matrons to teach the Indian women the art of housekeeping. With one excep- 
tion, that work is to be continued. We feel like invoking the influence of those 
who can exercise it over members of Congress to secure appropriations for doing 
more of this work the ensuing year. 

On motion of Gen. Eaton, the chairman appointed a business committee of five, 
consisting of the following persons : Hon. Philip C. Garrett, Hon. Darwin R. 
James, Dr. F. F. EUinwood, Mrs. A. S. Quinton, and Dr. J.K.Bj^c^W. 
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At the request of Dr. Ellin wood, his name was dropped, and that of Dr. Shel- 
don Jackson was substituted. The committee was asked to meet immediately on 
the adjournment of the morning session. 

Mr. O. E. Boyd, of the Presbyterian Home Missionary Society, was introduced. 

Mr. Boyd. Our missionary board was the first to begin work in Alaska. Ten 
or twelve years ago Dr. Sheldon Jackson went there, teking with him Mrs. Mc- 
Farland. She has been there ever since, but we have just received word from 
her that her health is so impaired that she must have a long vacation or resign. 
While our good friends the Congregationalists have the point the farthest west 
in Alaska, the Presbyterian board has the one the farthest north. We are as 
near the north pole as possible until Dr. Jackson harnesses up his reindeers and 
finds us another still further north. We will be ready for him when he comes. 
We receive good reports from our teacher at Point Barrow. There are from 
thirty to forty scholars there. They learn English readily. The main hindrance 
there, as in so many other places, is rum brought in by bad white men. The 
report of the moral degradation that it has produced could not be repeated in 
this presence. When at Mohonk I said that I wished a certain judge at Alaska 
might be removed, a man who had been guilty of immorality and debauchery. 
Thank the Lord he has been removed. 

At Sitka we have our largest school in Alaska, about 175 pupils. We have also 
two hospitals fully equipped, one for boys and one for girls, under the care of a 
thoroughly educated physician, the son of a foreign missionary. Our other 
schools are at Juneau, where there are twenty or twenty-five pupils, at Hydah, 
where we have about the same, and at Fort Wrangel, where we are getting 
under way to establish another home for girls. At Chilkat we have a missionary 
who is calling for a home also, and it is probable that he will get one within a 
year. We have a building there which was abandoned because our missionaries 
were driven out by the greed of the white men. At Hoonah we have a day school 
and a home for girls. We have also appointed a native and his wife to open a 
school. At Fuchinoo we have taken up work, where it looks very promising. 

In Washington we have no school but a missionary at Puyallup, who is at work 
among the tribes where there are a good many church members among the In- 
dians. We need another missionary there. 

Our next field is in Arizona. At Tucson we have an industrial school, one of 
the finest in all the service. The superintendent is a man of rare gifts. There 
are now in school 165 boys and girls of the most promising type. The moral sur- 
roundings are very different from what they fire in Alaska. We have every help 
to bring them into Christianity as well as civilization. Among the Pimas we 
have a man of God who has been there ten years. He has a great influence for 
good over the people. He preaches weekly to from three to five hundred Indians. 

In New Mexico we have a sad story. We have been forced out of Albuquerque 
and have given up our school there. We have in New Mexico only four Pueblo 
day schools. When we were asked to take these day schools we did so. We 
had hardly started before a request came from the Roman Catholics to start sim- 
ilar schools. They had the privilege of starting there given to them though 
there were eight or nine other places without any schools. They have tried to • 
drive us out and we have done the best we could. There is a loss there that 
ought to be remedied. I wish Commissioner Morgan would find a plan. It is 
not right for two denominations to do the same work with the same pupils, fight- 
ing with each other, when by a judicious arrangement each might do good work 
for the Indians. 

Commissioner Morgan. I wish Mr. Boyd would send me an official statement 
making that request. 

Mr. Boyd. I will do it with pleasure. Coming to Iowa we have the Sac and 
Fox Indians. We have no missionary there, only a woman. She teaches them 
not only to read and write, but is winning her way in a wonderful manner. We 
have a school building. Commissioner Morgan has opened a school, and we may 
have control of it perhaps by and by. Among the Omahas and Winnebagoes we 
have the same work as before. We have had to change some of the teachers ; 
however, the schools are filling up, and we are ready to do more work. At Sis- 
seton, in South Dakota, among the Sioux we have had one of our best sc^iools — 
about 125 pupils. But we have had a hard time there for the reason that the 
Sisseton Sioux have been receiving from the Government some supplies of 
money or goods, or both, and the result is that the place which is usually en- 
tirely free from tepees and wickiyups has been literally covered with them, the 
Indians coming to get their supplies. As long as the money lasted the Indian 
interest in the school vanished, and for the first quarter we had hardly any pu- 
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pils. The same was true of the Government school; but the money is going and 
the school is filling up. We have an admirable superintendent. I wish the pol- 
icy of giving money and supplies might cease. It is a hindrance to Christian 
and all other good work. 

I have another story to tell you of the Chippewas. We have a school there 
under two daughters of Mr. Dougherty, as noble women as ever lived. I found 
them a year ago in the cold and bleak Round Lake region teaching in a log 
schoolhouse. All through that region they are spoken of as " the ladies." 
That school of twenty or thirty scholars has been broken up by the policy of the 
Government, good as that policy is. We paid the full expenses of these teachers 
and all the school expenses. A contract was made with the public school of the 
neighborhood and the scholars were sent there, all except those who went to 
Carlisle. I believe the policy is good, but that is the effect of it on Christian 
education in this case, at least. Ours was a Christian education without ex- 
pense to the Government. Now a contract is made with the public officials. 
While I do not know the men personally, yet if they do not know more than the 
men I did see there I should hate to make a contract with them to put any child 
under their care. 

Commissioner MORGAN. That was not intended. If you will continue the 
school as you have done we will not renew that contract. 

Mr. Boyd. The school is given up. Now for the sequel. Those two girls, the 
teachers, were born amon^ the Indians. Being Presbyterians they believe in 
the perseverance of the saints, and they came to us and asked us to send them 
to Minnesota where the rest of the Chippewas are. To-day one of those girls is 
way up on the borders of Canada, in the Rain Lake region. She got there by 
herself, by canoe and just as she could, and there she is alone in that cold, bleak, 
not to say *' God-forsaken " region. She writes bravely, but wants to feel that 
she will not be turned out again. I can not speak too highly of the influence of 
such women. I do not know any man who would do such a thing as she has 
done. I have been amazed as I have seen such women on the frontiers among 
such privations as this sister is enduring and as the other sister is going to. I 
have been amazed at their self-sacrifice and bravery and devotion to Christ and 
to his cause and to the raising up of fallen humanity. 

We have a little school among the Stockbridge Indians, about two hundred of 
whom are left in Wisconsin, a school of twenty or thirty. The Government pays 
a part of our missionarv's salary ; we pay him as missionary and the Government 
pays him as teacher. The tribe will soon be all gone. 

Our largest work is in the Indian Territory. There we have the Cherokees, 
Seminoles, Creeks, Kiowas, and Choctaws. We have schools everywhere, at 
Talequah, Dwight, Nuyaka, Muskogee, Wewoka, Wheelock, Spencer, and else- 
where; besides these a number of churches and native ministers. It would take 
too long to tell the story. We have in the Indian Territory 92 ordained minis- 
t,ers. 111 churches, 4,743 church members; many Sunday schools, with 153 teach- 
ers and 2,460 scholars. 

Mrs. M. E. Griffith, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, was invited to speak. 

Mrs. Griffith. I represent an organization of sixty thousand women who are 
taking up the work among the Indians. We have work among the Osages, and 
a boarding school for girls among the Pawnees and Poncas and Creeks. We 
have also work in Washington and in Arizona. We are also doing something 
among the Indians of California, and we hope to establish work among the Dig- 
ger Indians in Bishop County. We have struggled with this work because until 
the present administration we have had no help from the Government. Since 
Commissioner Morgan and Superintendent Dorchester came in we have had all 
the aid we could ask for. We are glad to say that our work is going forward as 
never before. I am pleased to hear from the gentleman representing the Pres- 
byterian board a remark to the effect that different denominations should not 
take up the work in the same pueblos. I have visited many of the denominational 
schools in the Indian Territory, and I have spent a great deal of time with the 
Presbyterians and am a friend to many of their missionaries, and I want to say 
that it has been my policy, ever since I visited those homes, to discourage our 
society from doing mission work in the same community where any other de- 
nomination had missions. In regard to the contract schools I hope the time will 
come, though we are receiving our first contract money, when no contract will 
be given to any denomination whatsoever. I hope that will be the future policy 
of the Government. We want to work in the truest Christian harmony with all 
workers among the Indians, for the cause of the Indians is heavy on our hearts. 

18816 I C 9 
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President Gates. That is the way many of us look at the whole contract sys- 
tem. If we face our churches and religious organizations and say, "Give as you 
never gave before for missionarjr work among the Indians," and sliow that the 
growing sentiment of certain religious denominations is for supporting this work 
without contracts, I think we shall find ourselves doing stronger work than ever 
before. We have the assurance from the Commissioner that so far as he repre- 
sents the policy of the Department, there is no change proposed that shall be 
unfavorable to the contract system as it now stands. 

Dr. Ellin wood was asked to speak. 

Dr. ELiLiINWOOD. I ought to speak apologetically, perhaps, for having worked 
for the Indians under our foreign board. Most of our work has been transferred 
to the Board of Home Missions, but in western New York we have a mission in 
which I feel a great interest, because my boyhood was spent not far from these 
tribes. We tried to transfer the Seneca mission to the Synod of New York or 
the presbytery of Buffalo, but they refused to take it and they urged upon the 
Board of Foreign Missions to continue it, feeling that it was better off in the hands 
of a board of foreign missions than it would be in any local organization. 
Whether it was from a feeling that always in the immediate vicinity of an In- 
dian tribe there is more or less irritation in the public sentiment and that the 
interest in the Indian is in inverse ratio to the distance, I can not say. We have 
retained the missions. All the work is done in the English language, though 
that has been the line of cleavage between our foreign and home mission boards. 

To recur to the work that Dr. Hubbell represents so vigorously and enthusias- 
tically, there is an effort in New York to carry out the sfeneral ideas which pre- 
vail here, and with which I have entire sympathy so far as the great reservations 
are concerned, to secure a division of lands. But I fully share the feeling that 
where the amount of land is so small that it would give but about 15 or 16 acres 
pe^ capita it is absolutely absurd to push the general idea. And I share very 
deeply in the spirit of resistance to the schemes which have been on foot in the 
Legislature at Albany to secure the transfer of city property or village property 
at Salamanca which is leased on long leases. If the plans were carried out the 
Indians would be brought to distress, and large numbers of them, if not all, would 
be thrown upon the hands, of Erie and Cattaraugus Counties as paupers. At the 
present time our work, which is wholly in the line of evangelistic effort, having 
nothing to do with schools, is very prosperous— never was more so. We never 
received larger accessories to our churches. There was never better discipline 
or more self-help or more aspiration than now. I believe on the Tuscarora Res- 
ervation it is true there is a larger per cent of church members than in any white 
community in western New York, even embracingall the denominations. That 
fact was brought out by a report in the New York Herald three or four years ago. 

We have also work among the Choctaws; but I pass at 6nce to our work among 
the Nez Percys. And here I may say I have come to Washington largely to 
learn more about our work there from Miss Fletcher. She knows more about it 
than anyone else, because she has spent three years in allotting land in severalty 
there. She has been in thorough touch with those two grand missionaries, the 
Misses McBeth, who are the only missionaries we have there. I am glad Mr. 
Boyd redeemed his remark that in one place they had '* only a woman " by his 
rapturous encomiums upon the Misses Dougherty, whom I know well, because I 
have been at Round Lake. I do not know anywhere in the annals of missions, 
present or past, instances of grander heroism than we find here and there in 
these Indian missions, afforded by women. We have an interesting and success- 
ful theological seminary among the Nez Percys. It has raised up all our native 
preachers there. It has taken them from blanket Indians and has trained them 
in theology and has brought them up to a point where the presbyteries have 
been ready to receive them and ordain them, so that there are now about ten or 
twelve. The name of that institution is Miss Sue McBeth. She is the living 
embodiment of it. She has done that entire work. She has learned the Nez 
Perc6 language and has put herself into complete touch and sympathy with ttie 
Indians. She thinks their thoughts. They trust her. They know she is on 
their side — sometimes too vigorously, in the squabbles with the agents. She is 
Scotch, and that means a good deal. She has ideas of her own. I do not know 
of a grander figure, a more splendid object-lesson of what may come from get- 
ting right down among these people and showing sympathy of heart, than we 
find in that work. I know Miss Fletcher appreciates all I have said of these two 
women. Kept as we are, by the force of circumstances, in this work, we are glad 
that we are so kept, for we need as many arms as possible to do it. 

Commissioner Morgan. I have not been able to give to the New York Indians 
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any careful personal attention. I lihink the time may have come for a more ag- 
gressive work educationally there. Is it true that they have only day schools? 

Dr. ELiLiINWOOD. It is true, and yet not quite true. There is a very fine orphan- 
age on the CataraugnsReservatfon, established by the Friends, but it has passed 
under the auspices of the State and is supported by the State. The lady and gen- 
tleman in charge are in complete touch with us and coSperate with our mission- 
ary. They are Christian people and give not only complete school instruction but 
they go into our Sunday school. It is a model institution. The day schools ten 
years ago were very objectionable, and were under the charge of teachers who 
were not of such character as was required. Some of them were half-breeds and 
some of them were positively corrupt. The schools are now in a very satisfactory 
condition. 

Commissioner Morgan. Quite recently a band of twenty-six of these Indian 
youth were gathered together, and they have probably been taken to Carlisle. 
Would it be your judgment that it is desirable to put two or three hundred of them 
into the Carlisle school? 

Dr. ELiLINWOOD. I think it would be an admirable step. 

Commissioner Morgan. It seems to me that if several hundred of these Indians 
could be put into Carlisle and put out afterward among the Pennsylvania farmers 
that in a few years those reservations would be disrupted and the Indians would 
find homes where they could find a living. This is a practical matter up in New 
York. 

Dr. ELiLINWOOD. I should hope they would go back to New York to teach their 
friends. There are 5,000 Indians in New York. There are more Senecas to-day 
than there were at the end of the Revolutionary war. 

Mrs. A. S. Quinton was invited to speak. • 

Mrs. Quinton. Our society has been doingr more work than in any single year. 
We had the pleasure of welcoming thirty different associations last year. The 
various departments are being pressed with vigor. There are workers and rep- 
resentatives of the society in forty different States. Until last year only the 
Connecticut branch had a State mission of its own. Last year Maine had work 
of its own in the Indian Territory ; New York among the Mission Indians ; Mass- 
achusetts sent teachers to the Apache prisoners ; Brooklyn is still gathering 
fimds for a mission among the Indians in Nevada. So the work has been ex- 
tended in that direction. The number of tribes helped has been much larger 
than ever before. We have helped fifteen tribes continuously and fifteen more 
temporarily. I have just had a seven or eight months* trip among the wild In- 
dians, making the circuit of the United States. There has been a vast change 
in educational matters. I have been studying the Indian question for thirteen 
years and for eight years I have been going about among them, and this year 
shows a perfect revolution in educational matters. The Governmental work is 
admirable ; we have only to push its claims. The Government schools are 
Christian schools by the presence of Christian teachers. Where inefficient 
teachers are found they are put ont. The whole system is going staight towards 
the ideal. I am a perfect convert to the idea that all the "ab, abs," the educational 
work, should be in English and should be given by the Government, and that the 
mission work should \^ done by our religious bodies, so long as the educational 
work is what it is. That it should be kept so is the work of the friends of the 
Indians. We can not afford to let the system grow less in any way. It should 
be pushed to the utmost. This matter of civil-service reform touches the whole 
question. The officials who are doing good work should be kept. 

Commissioner Morgan. I want to emphasize what Mrs. Quinton has said, with 
reference to the character of the teacnors,- by reading two comments on the 
meeting of the Indian school superintendents held at Lawrence, Kans. Dr. and 
Mrs. Dorchester were there; the four school supervisors were there; the super- 
intendents of all the larffe training schools, and of two or three of the larger re- 
ervation schools — in al? about thirty. The meeting was an impressive one. 
Mrs. Dorchester said if they had only come together and looked into each other's 
faces it would have been worth all it cost. Another person wrote that it was 
better than a presbytery. A Moravian missionary wrote that it reminded him 
of a Moravian conference. This is testimony as to the character of the men 
shaping Government education in the Indian fields. 

Rev. R. R. Shippen was asked to report for the Unitarians. 

Mr. Shippen. The work of the industrial school in Montana,jwhich is under 
the care of the Unitarian body, is going forward steadily, and I oelieve is doing 
better work to-day than ever before. 
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Bishop Walker, of the Episcopal Church, ^as called upon. 

Bishop Walker. I can only speak for the little work going on in North Da- 
kota. We are reaching a few Sioux and a few Chippewas. The Sioux are a 
nobler race than they seem to many of us. Th#re are men who ask me, '' Is it not 
a fact that your Indians when they are converted lapse? " My answer is that an 
Indian converted is generally a truer Christian than the average white man. I 
speak from practical knowledge. I find they are willing to make such sacrifices 
for their religion as often white men are not. When they appreciate what Chris- 
tianity brings to them in this life and the life to come they long to have their 
friends know the truth that is such a source of peace to them. As an illustra- 
tion let me tell you this: I am not in collusion with my friend at my right hand, 
the president at Hampton; I do not believe he knows the incident I am going to 
give. About a year ago I received a letter from a man calling himself Matthew 
Too-young-bear, living near Standing Rock. He said he had gathered some of 
his own people together and was holding service with them from week to week. 
" You do not know me," he said, *' and I did not know you personally, but I have 
heard of you and I want to know if you will come to us and tell us what we ought 
to do." 

I went to this place on the Cannon Ball River, and there I found grouped to- 
gether about fifty men and women. Among them were three young fellows who 
had been at Hampton and one who had been at another school. They had come 
back from school and had called the people together and had told them of the 
happiness of becoming Christians. For a year or more they had called the peo- 
ple together week by week and had read a part of the Episcopal service and a 
portion of the Bible and had tried to tell them what it meant. Thejr had come 
back with n© special instruction to do so, but they were impressed with the duty 
that rested on them as Christian men to be missionaries to their own people. 
They h^ad sung hymns and prayed and had preached the gospel in their own 
tongue. It was to me a most touching sight as I saw these people. They said 
that several of the Indians wanted to be baptized. I hesitated about it. I asked 
a graat many questions and I found to my amazement that these two young men 
who had been at Hampton had become so infused with the Christian idea that 
they were able to impart it to these heathen people, for they were all pagans. 
They had taught them so much religion that I found I could safely admit every one 
of them whom they presented for holy baptism,and then and there I admitted them 
into the Christian church. That shows the power of that school among these 
people. It shows that its influence comes out to the West in ways that some of 
us know not of. 

pMr. Elbert B. Monroe, president of the board of trustees of the Hampton Insti- 
tute, and a member of the United States Board of Indian Commissioners, was 
asked to speak. 

Mr. Monroe. I do not need to say much of the work at Hampton save that it 
is going on as usual. The report of Bishop Walker was a surprise to me in its 
particulars. I had not heard of this instance; but I know the general fact that 
theyoung men and women are letting their light shine. 

When the telegraphic news came that Gen. Armstrong was stricken with pa- 
ralysis, those who loved him, and I can not imagine how any man or woman could 
come in contact with him and not love him for his unselfish life, the question 
that we asked was, " Is he going to die? " God has spared him so far, at least. I 
suppose that the friends of the Indian and of Hampton asked next, '* If he is going 
to die what will become of Hampton? " Gen. Armstrong was asked that question 
ten years ago, what would become of his work if he should die. At that early 
day he began to plan and to provide that the school should go on as long as the In- 
dian needed educating. He set off departments and put those he could trust at 
the head of each one. The best evidence of the success of this plan is, that 
stricken unto death suddenly, in a way to startle any institution, with the other 
head of the school, Mr. Frissel, called instantly to Bostdh, the school has gone on 
day after day in all its parts as though he had been there with his finger in touch 
with the works. I believe that the best thing I can say of Hampton is that if 
Gen. Armstrong should be taken to his rest and his reward that the work will 
go on. He has made a mark upon it that can not be effaced. 

Dr. Bartlett, of Washinton, was asked to speak. 

Dr. Bartlett. I have always had a profound sympathy with this work and 
have tried to keep abreast of it. I believe it is being handled as never before 
by the application of good sense and Christian principles to it. The present 
Commissioner has given a new impulse to the cause, and I hope the methods that 
have been introduced will be crowned with success. 
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Miss Alice C. Fletcher was next introduced and asked to speak five minutes 
at this session and to speak again in the evening. 

Miss FLiETCHER. To take five minutes out of three years' experience among 
the Nez Percys is not easy. I will give you a little picture of the work of those 
two remarkable women to whom reference has been made, the Misses McBeth. 
They are imlike save in their energy, their patience, their strength, and their 
kindness. Miss Sue McBeth was the earlier upon the reservation, coming there 
eighteen or nineteen years ago. Mr. Spaulding began Christian work among 
these Indians. Passing away shortlv after his mantel fell upon Miss McBeth. 
He was interested in the training of native teachers or lay preachers and mis- 
sionaries among the people. She took up that work and carried it forward. 
She is no longer upon the reservation, but at Mount Idaho, a little settlement un 
like anything I know of in the East, at the foot of the mountains, but holding 
very tight to the court-house, a small structure which gives it the importance 
of the county seat, that being a thing of great importance in a new country. 
She is in a little house of three rooms, one rather large which is her school- 
room, one of moderate size which is her reception room, and one very small 
chamber, her little retiring place. There she lives, entirely alone, a faithful 
Chinaman coming* in to look after necessary matters once a day. She had an 
interesting experience in the Christian commission during the war and also in 
teaching the Indians in the Indian Terj^itory. Owing to a very severe shock 
which she received during the war she is partially paralyzed. I mention that 
to show how much she has done. She has attached to her theological school 
something which I never knew to be attached to such a school before. That is 
a series of cottages in which 'live the wives and children of the men whom she 
iff training, and these wives and children are taught to read and the elements 
of education and the women are taught many things in the way of living, so 
that the theological students, when they go out among the people, go with help- 
meets in their wives, and their homes are everywhere models and lessons to the 
people. 

The work of Miss Kate McBeth is exclusively among the people, but that of 
Miss Sue is unique and is looked on with pride by all Kamas prairie. It has 
done great good and it shows what one active, persistent woman can accomplish. 

Commissioner Morgan was invited to close the morning session with an ad- 
dress on education among Indians. 

Commissioner Morgan. If I consulted my own personal preference I should 
sit still and listen because I am being instructed, but I am willing to contribute 
something to the current discussion of the questions before us. 

Looking back over the past two and a half years I can say that there has been 
progress in the solution of the vexing problems that we have connected with In- 
dian administration. There have been head winds and cross currents, but on 
the whole there has been progress. It is difficult to treat of the Indians or of 
the Indian question by general propositions. I have done a good deal at that 
myself, and I have been reminded of a remark that President Anderson used to 
make that " nothing lies like figures except a general principle.'' The Indians 
differ so much among themselves that a statement made of a particular class will 
not apply to other classes, so that we have constantly to modify our general prin- 
ples when we apply them to a particular case. 

So in the application of a policy. Mr. Boyd had spoken of the evil results that 
have come of the admission of Indians to the public schools. He agrees with the 
idea, but says that in some cases it works to the detriment of the Indians by de- 
stroying abetter school than that into which they are taken. In a service where 
3,000 persons are employed many things are done in an unaccountable way. 
There is, however, progress. 

There is growth in public sentiment ; there has been progress in legislation 
and in determining more accurately, by the progress of legislation, on a settled 
policy of administration. We understand more clearly than ever before what the 
Government is attempting to do for the Indians. The Indians themselves are 
coming to understand that the reservations are to be reduced and the surplus is 
to be restored to the public domains; that their lands are to be alloted in sev- 
eralty, and that they are to be treated as individuals and not as tribes : that 
they are to be citizens of the United States, and that they are to adjust them- 
selves to the conditions thus forced upon them. The tide of civilization has 
swept on till the Indian reservations are not only surrounded, but invaded, by it. 
There are more white people, unauthorized, in the Indian Territory than there 
are Indians. There are sixty or seventy thousand Indians and a hundred and 
fifty thousand white people who have no business there. 
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One of the signs of progress thlat we hail is the fact that the Indians are rec- 
ognizing the inevitable, that they must stand face to face with our civilization, 
must compete on its lines and stand or fall by their capacity to do that. 

The work of allotments is proceeding as rapidly as is warranted by the wel- 
fare of the Indians, or as is necessitated by the demands of the white settlers. It 
is interesting to note that not less than one-tenth of all the Indians on reserva- 
tions, men, women, and children, exclusive of the five civilized tribes and the 
New York Indians, have been given land in severalty and upwards of a thousand 
nonreservation Indians have taken allotments on the public domain. I have 
been gratified to find that we have succeeded in providing homesteads for the 
Indians just in the same way as for white men. I have given special attention 
to this, and we have a man who gives it his entire time, so that they are being 
assisted in making applications and perfecting their titles and protecting them- 
selves from encroachments. 

In reference to education I have set forth in my annual report the work that 
has been done during the year. I may say in general that there are now estab- 
lished, or in process of establishment, boarding schools on reservations in Ari- 
zona, California, Idaho, Indian Territory, Kansas, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, 
North and South Dakota, Nevada, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and other States. 
Certain of these will be completed in time for occupation in September or Octo- 
ber of the present year. They will then accommodate about 5,000 Indians and it 
will not be necessary to establish any more schools of that character, unless one 
possibly for the Pappagoes and possibly one for the New York Indians. These 
schools have received a great deal of attention and they are to-day better equipped 
and better manned and under better discipline, with a revised course of study 
and a system of text-books and with intelligent supervision, than they have ever 
been before. They are making steady progress. 

The enrollment last year in the schools was nearly 18,000. This year in the 
first quarter it was 19,000. I hope to have before the end of the year an enroll- 
ment of 20,000. I am inclined to think that that will be about two- thirds^f all 
that we can hope to secure for the schools. 

President Gates. What do you regard as the number of Indians of school age, 
not counting the civilized tribes ? 

Commissioner Morgan. Taking the school age as from 5 to 18, 1 doubt whether 
we can count on more than thirty thousand that we ought to be able to reach. As to 
the work that these schools is doing, I have personally visited as many as I could, 
and I think they are doing all we have any right to expect, considering the 
pupils with whom they work, taken from homes where they have had no instruc- 
tion, unacquainted with the English language. They must teach not only the 
rudiments of English, but the rudiments of civilization itself, and have training 
in morals and industries as well. If the work can be continue^ as it is for a few 
years, the influence of these pupils will be the dominant influence among all the 
Indian people. 

An assault has been made upon the educational system, including both the 
Government and the religious schools, by the broad assertion that these pupils 
receive no benefit, that they go back from the schools worse off than before they 
went to the schools. I would be very glad if those who represent the churcn 
schools would write to the office and give me specific statements of men and 
women who have been educated in their schools or under their auspices, stating 
exactly what they are doing to-day. If there are those who have been educated 
who are filling honorable places, like Joseph Cook, at Pine Ridge, or Dr. East- 
man, or a score of others I might name, men and women who have vindicated the 
claim of what training can do for them, I should be glad to have their names. 

One point is overlooked in considering the education of Indians. If you send 
your chili to school you probaoly begin with the kindergarten, then take the 
lower schools, the high school, and perhaps college. He is studying from fifteen 
to twenty years, and even then you are willing to wait a reasonable time for him 
to show what he can do. We send these Indian children to school to learii the 
very rudiments of education in a strange and foreign tongue, and because we have 
not at once revolutionized their tribes and overthrown their superstitions we are 
told that education is a failure. If we can keep these 20,000 children till they 
have acquired a medium education and give them time to show what they can do 
it will then be time to form a final estimate of the results of education. It is not 
fair to condemn the system till that time has elapsed. 

In reference to the contract schools, the present policy of the Government is 
to preserve the statu quo and not interfere with schools already established. It 
will allow matters to take their own course. There is the most harmonious re- 
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lation between the Indian Office and all the schools maintained by the churches. 
Bishop Ireland confesses that he had not understood the policy of the office and 
states that he is more than satisfied with what we are doing. He had no com- 
plaint to make. Dr. O'Gormon says that they ought to adopt the Government 
course of study throughout their schools and have Government inspection and 
work in harmony with the Government schools. There has been no change in 
the attitude to the office. 

So far as the general progress of the Indians is concerned in matters of self- 
support, I speak of the allotment of land which carries with it self-support, spe- 
cial attention is beinj^ paid to irrigation. Two hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
lars has been set aside for irrigation on the Crow and other reservations, that 
those living on semiarid land may have the benefit of irrigation. Efforts are 
being made to encourage the raising of cattle and sheep. At Standing Rock 
they have sixty-five hundred head of cattle, and they will have four thousand 
more in spring, and yet that body of people twenty years ago were roaming sav- 
ages. They have settled quietly down and are attending to their business and 
are rapidly becoming self-supporting. 

There is a misapprehension as to the number of Indians that receive rations 
from the Government. The amount of subsistence and food furnished to Indians 
who have no treaty claims upon us, that are given to them simply out of regard 
to their helpless condition, during the present year is only $315,000, which is less 
than a cent a day for the Indians among whom it is distributed, so that the pau- 
per list among the Indians, as compared with the pauper list among ourselves, 
IS very small. The amount that we give as a gratuity, because they are unable 
to help themselves, including the aged, the sick, the infirm, is so small that we 
ought not to feel it too great a burden for this nation to bear. 

With reference to the money paid to the Sissetons per capita, to which refer- 
ence has be3n made, I venture to say that they have made better use of it than 
would have been made by the same number of white people under the same cir- 
cumstances. I will say that of the $60,000 paid out monthly in the heart of In- 
dian reservations to white men, I have heard that fully a half goes into the liquor 
saloons. The record made of the money paid to the Sioux is that on the whole 
a good use was made of it. We have recently paid $250,000 to the Chevennes 
and Arapahoes, tribes not nearly so far along as the Sissetons, and with few ex- 
ceptions they made good use of their money, which was distributed per capita. 
Much of it went for horses and mules and wagons and harnesses. One man alone 
sold 35 sewing machines to them. We have a letter from a gentleman who has 
been observing these things, saying that 11 wagons were then standing in the 
street loaded with wheat that they had raised. It is a two-sided question whether 
money paid to them is a harmful thing. I am inclined to agree with the idea 
that as soon as possible rations should cease and they should care for themselves, 
after they have received from the Government all that is due them, and that 
they should manage their affairs in their own way. 

The statement hr-s gone abroad that the Indian appropriation bill is to be 
largely cut down. I have had prepared a comparative statement of appropria- 
tions for Indians for eleven years, showing the specific purposes for which money 
has been given. The Indian Office invites the most searching criticism and in- 
vestigation as to whether the money appropriated to its use is being wisely used. 
It is prepared to stand on the record of the office that every dollar that has been 
appropriated has been spent towards lifting up the Indians and lifting up a great 
many white people living alongside of them. 

A great deal of thought has been given to the question whether there should 
be some specific system of courts and laws for the Indians. I have thought of 
that for two years, and the more I think the more difficult and perplexing it be- 
comes. There are seven or eight thousand Indians in Michigan swallowed up 
in the State. Shall there be a system of law for, them? There are eight thou- 
sand Pueblos in New Mexico living in villages, farther along in civilization than 
the average Mexicans who live about them. Will you have a separate system 
of courts and laws for them ? The matter is involved in a great deal of difficulty. 
I b3lieve there arc certain modifications that are practical that may be made, 
possibly during the present session of Congress. Who are Indians ? Who is 
entitled to have an allotment as an Indian ? Is a man whose father was a white 
man and whose mother is an Indian ? We have made treaties and accepted 
the signatures of half-bloods, and sometimes of three-quarter bloods. In the 
treaty with the Sioux, when we bought 10,000,000 acres of land, we bought it of 
the Indians. Who signed the agreement ? Half-bloods. J. B. Mays, chief of 
the Cherokee Nation, had probably one thirty-second of Indian blood, not more 
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than that. The governor of the Chickasaws is an Indian only oy courtesy ; he 
has scarcely a trace of Indian blood in him. The law of descent amon^ the In- 
dians is through the mother, not through the father, so when we come to make 
a decision that any man is an Indian who has a certain per cent of Indian blood, 
we shall find ourselves involved in consequences that may give us pause. 

I want to express my own personal interest, and I believe the interest of the 
President and the Secretary of the Interior and all who are responsible for In- 
dian affairs, in the work of the churches, and a desire to do everything that can 
be done to further missionary operations and to ask for the co5peration of all 
who are interested- in elevating the Indian to a higher plane of humanity and 
Christianity. I believe that the most central factor, of civilization is Christianity. 
The hope of the race is in the influences that come from the churches. Those 
things that have made our own race what it is are the things that they need. If 
through the churches and through education they can receive those things that 
have made of our own race what it is they will make progress rapidly and will 
justify all that is being done for them. 

President Gates stated that he had received a letter from Secretary Noble, 
regretting his inability to be present. Letters from Chaplain McCabe, Capt. 
Pratt, President Oilman of Johns Hopkins University, and others, to the same 
effect, had been received. 

Adjourned at 1:15 p. m. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The meeting was called to order at 3 p. m. by President Gates. 

A report from the Moravian mission was made by Rev. J. Taylor Hamilton. 

Mr. H'AMILTON. Our work for the aborigines dates back to 1735. We have at 
present four missions among the Indians with two stations in Alaska. We have 
not much to give in the way of statistics. The Commissioner has asked for in- 
stances showing the result of training Indians. I will give one. About eighteen 
yeai's ago two lads, one of them the great-grandson of the former sachem of the 
Delawares, was sent from Kansas to be educated in Pennsylvania. When they 
arrived in Philadelphia they found the last train for Bethlehem had gone. They 
had no money. With Indian reticence they communicated with no one, but they 
were not at a loss. They started to tramp to Bethlehem. When they were well 
out of the city and in the fields, they built a little fire and proposed to camp for the 
night. But they were discovered by a kind gentleman who took them in and cared 
for them. One of those boys is John Henry Kilbock, now the chief missionary of 
our church in Alaska, where he is doing a glorious work . When a full-blooded In- 
dian becomes a full-blooded Christian he is the noblest work of God. Last sum- 
mer, Avhen Bishop Bachmann was in Alaska, he found Mr. Kilbock, who has been 
there since 1885, perfectly fluent in the Eskimo language, having a congregation 
of between fifty and sixty, and the Indians almost worshiping him. They do not 
regard him as a white man but as a model of what they themselves may be. 

I should like to emphasize from the experience of our missionaries in Alaska 
a few of the points that were brought out this morning. First, we long also for 
some way of keeping out the liquor traffic. The one hindrance to our work has 
been the drunkenness and debauchery encouraged by those who ought to know 
better. Second. I hope the strongest pressure will be brought to bear to secure 
the appropriation for the introduction of domesticated reindeer. We can not 
expect the Eskimo to be civilized in the sense that the Caucasian is civilized. 
His civilization must resemble that of the Laplander, and what the reindeer is 
to the Laplander it will be to the Eskimo. Third, I would emphasize the request 
made by Mr. Thornton, that in some way restrictive laws may be devised pre- 
venting the utter extinction of the walrus. Our missionaries report that the 
natives depend largely on the walrus hide for the canoes, kayaks, and boats of 
one sort and another that they \me for traveling from one place to another, aside 
from the purposes of procuring food. May the work of this Government, and of 
the Christian men and women of this country, be so harmonized that even yet 
the native races of the continent may be preserved. 

Dr. Shelden Jackson was next introduced. 

Dr. Jackson. Take the question of selling breech-loading rifles to the natives 
of Alaska. The attention of the authorities has been called to the necessity of 
legalizing the sale of such arms to the natives, and they look upon il^with favor. 
For state reasons, howevev, no action will be taken until after the Bering Sea 
operations are concluded. These weapons are essential for procuring food. 

With regard to the liquor question, I shall present some resolutions later on 
the sessions of this convention calling for the appointment of a committee to con- 
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fer with the President and others as to the best method of protecting the na- 
tive population from the evils of intemperance and other associated evils. There 
has been no limit whatever to the sale of liquors, especially in southeastern 
Alaska. Take Juneau, where there are a thousand men and twenty-seven open 
.saloons I In Sitka, right under the eye of the Government officials, there are 
four or five such saloons. Wherever there are a dozen white men there are 
•opeij saloons for the sale of liquor for any purpose. This has so far forced itself 
on the attention of the President that he has recently issued very stringent regu- 
lations, but they do not reach northwestern Alaska. There it is brought in 
largely from the Sandwich Islands by the whalers and landed upon the Bering 
Siea coast. Attention has been called to the late arrival of the revenue cutter 
on the ground. This was not the fault of the Revenue Service. It was ready 
to sail in May, 1890, but owing to a. correspondence with the British minister 
with regard to the Bering Sea trouble, the cutter was kept at Seattle till the 3d 
of June. 

It could not therefore get to the whaling fleet till July. This year it was also 
ready to go early but cutter was held back to get witnesses 1,200 miles distant, to 
wait on the court at Sitka and carry the witnesses back. It was this special business 
that called it from its own business and prevented it from getting up to Alaska 
earlier. And if it had got up it could not have done anything. A whaler get- 
ting into Russian water is perfectly safe. The Government thinks it can not seize 
any whisky on an American vessel in Russian waters. One one occasion the 
whalers took the American cutter for a Russian re venue boat and when they saw 
it coming began throwing their whisky overboard. A few vessejs got away, 
over on to the American side, but when they discovered that it was an American 
cutter they hastened back into Russian waters where they were free. They do 
not attempt to land much whisky on the American side. They know the lia- 
bility of having their vessel seized and of their being arrested and held during 
the busy season. But they land their liquors on the Siberian coast whence it 
comes over in the native canoes. The cutter can not stop that. The Govern- 
ment has never felt justified in keeping the cutter in the straits. The whalers 
drop anchor on the coast at Point Barrow and the sailing fleet lies at anchor 
there six weeks. Their presence is the degradation of the native women. If all 
the facts could be known concerning the enormities and brutalities going on there 
season after season it would shame the entire American Republic. If the truth 
could be known and felt, as realized by the teachers, there would be an indigna- 
tion meeting in every city and town and hamlet in America, and such a pressure 
br6ught to bear on the Government that the iniquities would be crushed out. 
The object of the committee which it is hoped will be appointed, is to devise 
some way to stop these evils which are prevalent all through that land. If we 
could arrange to have some Government teachers appointed justices of the peace 
they might do much toward destroying the liquor trade; at least prevent it being 
brought in by natives. 

Last year I spoke about the starting, by the Bureau of Education, of two or 
three arctic schools. I can assure you that it was with no usual interest that I 
reached those places this year. Of course I had heard nothing from them for 
nearly twelve months. But there had been so many stories started by whalers 
and white traders as to the dangers that those men were undergoing that I did 
not know what might have happened. It was with a sigh of relief and a feeling 
that I can not express when with a field glass I saw at Port Clarence the two 
men left at Cape Prince of Wales coming off to the ship in a canoe. I knew 
that at least their lives had been spared. We had heard so much of the sav- 
age nature of the natives that none of them would go to school, as one Govern- 
ment official had said that they would have to be driven to school at the point of 
the bayonet, that we were not prepared for the record the teachers brought. It 
cost so much to build that we put up last year a schoolhouse that would hold 
only thirty, though fifty might be packed int6 it. Last winter there was an 
enrollment of 304, and an average daily attendance for nine months of 1051 Of 
course they could not get them all in at once, so they had three schools — one in 
the morning, one in the afternoon, and one at night. And they had to build 
parallel snow walls from the door and compel the children to enter single file 
keep the boys and girls from coming when it was not their turn to do so, and 
thus get more than their share of the schooling. And those were the filthy, 
degraded, t«rrible Eskimo children! I suspect it was much the same on Sun- 
day when the people came together. They had to have church all day, one 
congregation taking the place of another. 

While at the cape the captain of the revenue cutter gave a reception to the 
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Eskimos, inviting them on board his ship. The school children^^re placed on 
the quarter deck. The captain gave all the oflBcial dignity possible to it, put- 
ting on his sword and best uniform and required his olficers to do the same. The 
children were ranged across the deck and under the guidance of the teachers 
went through their reading and recitations and arithmetic and singing. The 
deck was crowded with parents and friends watching with a great deal of pride 
the progress manifested by the children. At the close of the school exercises 
there were boat races among the natives, and a firing of the ship's guns by the 
crew. It was a regular holiday and all tended to impress the people with the 
high character of the teachers, that the whole power of the Government was 
displayed on their side. * 

Last winter some of the men, getting drunk, broke some of the schoolhouse 
windows and were fined skins and furs to replace them. One man refusing to pay 
his fine, the captain sent for him and required the fine, thus throwing his power 
in the moral support of the teachers. At the suggestion of the teachers some 
dozen of the principal men of the place were brought up before the captain and 
appointed special officers for the assistance of the teachers in their school and for 
preserving the peace of the place. The head chief gets two bags of flour for his 
services for twelve months, his first assistant two, and each of the others one bag 
of flour apiece. 

At Cape Prince of Wales the tidings had come down that the missionary of the 
Episcopal Society at Point Hope, 200 miles farther north, had been killed by the 
natives and the buildings burned. But when we reached there we found the build- 
ing standing and soon saw the teacher. He too had a wonderful story to tell. 
In that Eskimo village every child from the age of 5 up to 21, with the exception 
of three married girls, had been in school last winter, and no matter how cold and 
stormy the day, with the school 2 miles from the nearest house and with the ther- 
mometer from 30 to 50b3low zero, with fearful blizzards, the attendance at school 
was always good. 

We then started for Point Hope, the northernmost point on the mainland, but 
we could not reach therp. The great polar ice pack, which sometimes swings 
away under an easterly wind for a few miles, making a channel to Point Barrow, 
did not leave the coast. We fought the ice three weeks, and then gave it up, 
within 70 miles of our destination. But as we had twelve months' meal 
from the teacher's wife and children in Ohio, he came to us. When the 1st of 
August came, the time for the arrival of the vessel, and the ice in front of the 
schoolhouse was piled 40 feet above the water and extending down to the bottom 
of the ocaan, he decided to come to meet us, as he knew that no vessel could 
reach him. He took a canoe, with a crew of natives, and started. Occasionally 
there would be ponds of water a few feet deep where they could float the canoe, 
and when the ponds gave out they dragged the canoe over the ice. They were 
seven long days making that 70 miles. He reported a full school at Point Bar- 
row, with an attendance of thirty or forty children. At one time when the great 
pack of arctic ice moved it shoved the ice field so that there was a height of 
60 feet of ice between the children and the schoolhous3, but the storm had hardly 
ceased before the children had climbed over it and were in school. So much for 
the work of education among the Eskimo. 

A part of our expedition was to get further information with regard to 
reindeer. A bill for $15,000 for the purchase of reindeer which passed the Senate 
was lost in the conference of the closing days of the session of the last Congress. 
On the failure to get anything from Congress the Commissioner of Education 
gave me permission to make an appeal to the benevolence of the country. This 
appeal was published in Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and Chicago papers. 
As a result we received $2,002, which gave us a start, I purchased goods as bar- 
ter, for money would have been of no use. The natives know nothing of the 
value of gold or silver, but they eagerly take lead, tobacco, cotton goods, axes, 
and knives. While en route to Siberia I met with the suspicion that prevailed 
in Washington, that the Siberians would not sell their reindeer ; they would 
sell them to kill, but would not allow them to bs taken out of the country alive. 
But when I got to the Siberian coast I found that there was no difficulty in buy- 
ing them. Unfortunately, I was disappointed in my plans for taking care of them. 
A sailor who had been wrecked on the coast and had been compelled to herd 
reindeer had partially promised that he would take care of a herd under commis- 
sion from the Government and I expected to secure his services. I al8o expected 
to take two or three Siberian natives over, and, with this white man, start a cen- 
tral herd from which other herds should be detached as the young Alaskans 
learned to care for them. But the white man disappointed me. I bought over 
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a hundred reindeer, to be delivered next spring. In order to meet the objections 
that had been made I determined to take some back with me, or there would be no 
end to the ridicule of the scheme. I therefore brought sixteen. Another sup- 
erstition was that reindeer would not live on a steamer; that they could not be 
.transported; that within forty-eight hours all would die. 

This was repeated so often and so positively that I began to fear it might be 
true, but upon trial found that they stood the journey as well as so many cattle. 
We had four on shipboard three weeks, during which we passed through a storm 
so severe that we had to lie to. When we landed and turned them loose on 
Umnak Island, after an ocean trip of 2,000 miles, they were as fat, plump, hearty, 
and well as the day we took them on board. We settled then two problems, that 
the reindeer can be purchased and that they can be transported. The question 
now is simply one of routine and money. With money enough we can get thou- 
sands of reindeer and put them in Alaska. A bill has been introduced for $15,000. 
That is a mere bagatelle. I shall ask that the same committee that is to confer 
about temperance shall be authorized to confer with the committees of the Sen- 
ate and House with regard to this project. 

To show the interest of the natives in this work, we expected to start our cen- 
tral herd at Port Clarence, within a few miles of where our teachers are at work. 
Upon our return to Cape Prince of Wales from the north they said that the 
natives had taken up the project very earnestly, and that three or four were pro- 
posing to put all their furs together and buy a number of reindeer for themselves. 
Others had conferred and had made a cooperative association by which two or 
three of them were to go over to Siberia so late in the season that they could 
not get home, so that they would have a chance spend the winter and learn the 
secret of taking care of reindeer I The others were to take care of the families 
of those who should go to Siberia. Thus the natives themselves are making 
plans for their own advantage. I have not a particle of doubt if we can get the 
reindeer that we shall be besieged by more applicants to learn their care than 
we can take care of. 

Wherever I went the same story of want of food met us. At Kings Island, 
which is a small settlement of 200 natives, some of them had come to the last 
stage of starvation. There was not a particle of food to be found such as we would 
consider food. The captain, after the representations which the natives had 
made, sent a lieutenant ashore and he went through every house. I accompa- 
nied him, and there was no food found. In a number of the houses we found the 
people making a broth by stewing the root of kelp, but that broth waa the only 
thing they hsS to sustain life in many houses on that island. In a few families 
they had killed their dogs, which they will need this winter to drag their sleds. 
They all had the pinched appearance that starving people have. It so touched 
the hearts of Capt. Healey and his officers that we made up a purse and went 200 
miles and bought all the flour that we could get and took it back to them, hoping 
it would last until the expected seal and walrus should return once more. If the 
steamer had not visited the island I presume there would not have been a man, 
woman, or child left to tell the tale. A white man who had been left at some of 
the mines on the northern shore said that the native Eskimo in the region where 
he had been were on the verge of starvation. Everywhere there is a diminish- 
ing food supply. Since returning to Washington I have been reading the re- 
ports of the missionaries of the English Church from Hudson Bay to Alaska, and 
they testify that for two seasons starvation has been facing the entire popula- 
tion of the northern portion of our continent. If we are going to save life we 
.must move at once and energetically, and securing the reindeer is the only feas- 
ible way to keep them from starvation. If we succeed I have no doubt that Great 
Britain will follow in our steps and secure a supply for the British arctic region 
of Canada. 

I rejoice that at a recent convention held in Washington $10,000 was voted by 
the Methodist Woman's Home Mission Society to care for the orphans of the 
Aleutian Islands. Though they are a civilized people, the same destitution pre- 
vails there. The sea otter having been exterminated, their food supply is cut 
off. There are so many orphans that the Methodist women have not planned 
large enough and their house will be filled to overflowing within two or three 
months of the opening. 

The schools in the southern and central region are doing a good work. Within 
the last three weeks the executive committee of the Baptist women have agreed to 
ask for a home for the Kadiak region of Alaska. The missions from Sweden, at the 
base of Mount St. Elias and above the mouth of the Yukon River, have been do- 
ing a good work during the winter, and it was with unusual interest that at the 



140 REPORT OF THE BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS. 

Yuktat station I welcomed a young lady who had made a trip or?, 000 miles with- 
out an escort, to reach the man whom she was to marry. Because he was too 
busy to go and get her, she had bravely come to him. From the Moiavian 
mission in Alaska you have heard. The Episcopal stations have been strength- 
ened during the year by the sending of another minister to a station foi'm'erly 
belonging to the English Church, but will now be assumed by the Episcopal 
Church of this country. 

The wife of the English missionary enjoyed the distinction of being the first 
woman that ever crossed the Rocky Mountains in winter above the arctic circle, 
accompanying the dog sledge on snowshoes, not for gain, not for honor, but for 
souls. They will go to a station where, through the eagerness of the people for 
secular and religious instruction, the missionary was actually driven insane. 
They did not give him time to eat or drink or sleep. In that region in summer 
it is one long day. There are no regular hours for going to bed. It is the same 
to them whether it is ten at night or ten in the morning. The people, having no 
idea of time, kept pressing him day and night, and with his warm heart and 
tender sympathies he could not lock the door, but taught them as .he had oppor- 
tunity till reason gave way under the strain, and he was sent down the coast to 
San Francisco and across the continent to his friends in England. In southeast 
Alaska the work is going on with great success. They can show greater results 
there because it has been going on longer. There are five organized churches 
and six hundred native communicants, who ten years ago were heathen doing 
every abominable deed that could be conceived of. They are now ready to make 
sacrifices for their religion; for instance, a native silversmith, who turns his 
key in the lock of his door and goes to the mission and sits in the church when 
the steamer arrives on Sunday, rather than sell curios on that day to travelers. 
That means the sacrifice of a mohth's living for the sake of his principles and 
for the sake of living up to the teaching he has received. ^ 

The Metlakatla work is doing well. They turned out a great many cases of 
salmon, which were shipped to the market" That means self-support for the 
colony. The boys' training school has been in operation over a year. They are 
about to raise a church. Their progress is slow but sure. In the last hours of 
the last Congress by Congressional act their island was set apart for the use of 
that colony solely, so that white men can not start liquor saloons in the neigh- 
borhood of that model village. There are about 800 people there. ^ 

Gen. L. A. Grant, Assistant Secretary of War, was asked to speak about the 
Apaches i^der Lieut. Wotherspoon. 

Gen. Grant spoke fully of the remarkable work accomplished by Lieut. Woth- 
erspoon, but as the facts are given in an address by Lieut. Wotherspoon before 
the Mohonk conference (see page — ) they are not repeated here. Gen. Grant 
concluded with the words, "I am satisfied that a great and good work is going 
on there." 

President Gates. Lieut. Wotherspoon has very rare gifts for this kind of 
work, and I hope the Department will keep an eye upon him. 

Prof. C. C. Painter. As a member of the Indian Rights Association I was ap- 
pointed on the Mission Indian Commission, though without any request from 
that association. The other commissioners were Mr. A. K. Smiley, of Mohonk, 
and Judge Moore, of Michigan. We supposed the work would last a" year, and 
that an appropriation of five or ten thousand dollars additional would be needed. 
We accomplished the work within the year, and turned back into the Treasury 
eleven or twelve hundred dollars. We reached California, and after a brief survey 
of the field the others were compelled to return East, leaving me to look after the 
details and to attend to the surveys. We have selected thirty-one or thirty- 
two Indian reservations, aside from settling many Indians on public lands. We 
very much reduced the amount of land set apart by Executive order for the In- 
dians, and subjected ourselves to some criticism perhaps by thoss who think the 
way to civilize an Indian is to give him a great extent of country. A large part 
of the land restored was utterly worthless, and we did not need any that was 
thus given up. But we have restored some very good land to the public domain, 
especially at the reservation at Banning. It was a very complicated case we had 
to deal with there. The Government set apart that reservation after it had 
granted by charter certain sections to the Southern Pacific Railroad. The Gov- 
ernment has never surveyed the land, but parties went onto it and secured rights 
under the railroad to the land and developed water claims. To extingush these 
rights and procure for the Indians this water necessitated exchanges of land 
and a reduction of the reservation. But on that reservation, small as we have 
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made it, there is room for more than one-half of all the Indians of Southern Cali- 
fornia if we could get them onto it. 

On the Colorado Desert there is the bed of an old lake that once covered a 
large part of the reservation which we set apart for the Indians at that point. 
It is more than 260 feet below the sea level. Along its margin are still to be 
found the old fish traps, built of stone, where the Indians once got their fish. 
There are 370 Indians scattered on the fringes of the desert under the mountain^ 
in a country where the thermometer rises to a hundred and thirty and forty 
in the shade and is sometimes 12(F at midnight. Many of them had never been 
visited by any official of the Government before. There are probably seventy 
children down there uncared for. We had to make a selection for these In- 
dians here, as they were unwilling to leave the graves of their grandfathers. 
We suggested that, as their grandfathers were all dead, they should be con- 
cerned about their children, but the only reply we could get was that they could 
not leave there. I went down in June, and we made a survey and set apart a 
reservation for them. An old medicine man among them had prophesied that 
there would be a great flood and the white people would all be drowned. The 
flood began to rise, and the Indians all fled to the mountain. They have been 
gradually coming back. We had to take into account that there might pos- 
sibly be a flood that would again fill up the lake, and make provision else- 
where for them in case it does. We had difficulties in regard to the Indians 
who were settled on the Old Mexican grants. In many cases the Indians have 
been driven from them and are homeless. Some of them still remain, against 
the protest of the owners, and we had difficulty in settling their rights, as on the 
grant at Pauma, owned by Bishop Mora, of Los Angeles. He had brought a suit 
of ejectment against them. When that grant was made the land occupied by 
these Indians was excepted. After a great many conversations and a good deal 
of persuasion the bishop was willing to grant the land. 

We had many difficulties with reference to water rights. Water is of more 
importance than land in California, because with water you have wealth, but no 
matter how much land you may have, without water you can do nothing. We 
have made arrangements in most cases so that the Indians will have water suffi- 
cient for the cultivation of their lands. But most of the difficulties encountered 
have disappeared, and I am happy to say that the situation of these Indians is 
much better than I had supposed possible. I had regarded much of the land as 
worthless which I find now to be very good. There is very little worthless land 
where water can be developed, and the supply of water is much larger than had been 
supposed. I doubt if any large amount of agricultural land in southern Califor- 
nia will be left without a water supply in a few years. At the Morongo Reserva- 
tion, where we had most difficulty, we have satisfactorily adjusted matters. The 
Morjavians have a mission there which is doing good work. The President has 
accepted the suggestion that they have 5 acres of land for their mission. There 
is a chai^el and a comfortable dwelling house. These are an object lesson to the 
Indians. Many of the Indians are very good farmers. All the work at Banning 
and much of the work on neighboring ranches is done by Indians, and so far from 
the people desiring to get rid of them, they would be glad to have more of them 
brought onto this reservation. There is on the whole good feeling for the In- 
dians, except among some rough men who have made trouble, but they are com- 
paratively few. What they now need specially is that this land should be al- 
lotted in severalty and that the schools should be adequate to the needs of the 
people. There are already a great many schools and two large boarding schools, 
one at San Diego and one at Morongo, but the Indians of the desert land do not 
send their children to them. 

Commissioner Morgan. Can not they t'each Mohave *? 

Prof. Painter. No ; they are a great many miles from there. As soon as 
these . allotments are under way it may be wise to abolish the agency at that 
point. It is natural for agents to magnify their office. They are apt to make 
larger demands on the Government for supplies. It has a demoralizing effect. 
People who never expected to receive anything from the Government make some 
effort to procure what they want, but those who do are all the while waiting and 
wondering why the Government does not do something for them. 

Commissioner MORGAN. We have checked off eleven agencies where I think 
we can abolish the agent and put in a bonded teacher. I would be glad if Prof. 
Painter would give his opinion more in detail, especially about the Hoopa Val- 
ley and the Round Valley agencies. 

Prof. Painter. I am convinced that the issue of anything to those Indians, 
except what may be distributed through the superintendent of schools to the 
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aged and infirm, or in connection with school work, is bad, all of it ; bad and 
only bad. It is not enough to do them any good, and it only raises expectations 
and makes complaint. That expectation keeps them from doing what they other- 
wise would do — help themselves. They are perfectly able to do it, and but for 
this expectation would do it. But the Indian will go 100 miles to an agency to 
see if he can not get a hoe when with half a day's work he could buy one at home. 

I think a hospital ought to be established for these Indians. To be sure they 
are so scattered that it would be difficult to manage it. These reservations ex- 
tend from San Diego half way to San Francisco. If a man is very sick he can 
hardly get to a physician before he dies, and if he js not very sick it is not of 
much use to go for the doctor; but a hospital for chronic cases would be of great 
advantage. Mrs. Quinton thinks there should be a hospital at Agua Caliente. 
The trouble there is that it is on private ground, but I should be glad if the 
Government sees fit to go in there and put up a hospital on that land and maintain 
its rights. At San Isabel when the agent was told to build a schoolhouse a few 
years since, he hauled his lumber there, but when the grantees forbid his build- 
ing he hauled his lumber away and allowed the men to fence out the Indians and 
leave them with nothing to cultivate; and now the difficulties there will have to 
be settled in the courts. I propose to bring this and two other cases before the 
Commissioner and ask to have suits commenced to quiet title, as at Warner's 
Ranch and San Isabel. At Santa Inez mission, once very populous, the Mexican 
Government made a very large grant of land for the establishment of a college 
known as the college ffrant. There was a .school there for awhile, but no col- 
lege, and now the grant has been sold. 

The Indians were driven off from the land and settled in a little cafion. None 
of them have been protected there in their grants. The owners of this grant 
offered them, outside of the canon, 5 acres of land to each family, with a frame 
house, and water conducted to each house if they would leave the cafion, but the 
Indians refused to do this, and, as we were not able to force them to move, and 
were not able to set apart the land, they are on as a reservation, because some 
years ago the bishop got an acknowledgment from the Indians that they wer 
tenants, who, in consideration of $100 paid by them, and a rental of $1 per annum, 
were allowed to occupy this land. The Indians say they never signed such a 
paper, at least did not know its contents. This acknowledgment that they are 
tenants, seemed a barrier we could not break through, in maintaining what 
would, but for this, be their defensible rights. The owners of this grant are still 
willing to give them land, as before stated, if they will accept. They also declare 
they shall not be disturbed if they remain where they are. 

It is very gratifying to me, having made the promise to Mrs. Jackson that I 
would lodk after them, that we have been able to accomplish so much. I think 
the Mission Indians are substantially in possession of lands adequate te their 
needs, enough for their support. What we want to push for now is the allot- 
ment of this land as rapidly as it can be done, and that the school work shall be 
equal to the needs of the people. 

Commissioner Morgan. As soon as we can we propose to erect a boarding 
school at Perris, and develop a fruit farm, and teach the boys self-support in this 
direction. 

The subject of law was then introduced, and Mr. P. C. Garrett of the law 
committee appointed at Lake Mohonk, was asked to speak. 

Mr. Garrett. There is not much to be said as from our committee on the 
subject of law. A committee was appointed to see whether any measure was 
practicable to give courts of law to the Indians on reservations, and at the time 
of the Mohonk conference, or immediately after, Mr. Stimson, who had been 
conspicuous in connection with the Thayer bill, undertook to draft a new bill 
which should be more acceptable to Congress. It is that which I hold in my 
hand and that is all which I will present at this time. 

President Gates. Is this presented by the committee ? 

Mr. Garrett. No ; it is the draft of a bill by Mr. Stimson. I do not speak for 
the committee ; but it seems to me that a bill should proceed from the other end 
of the line — from the Congressional end ; that a bill should be drafted in Con- 
gress and introduced there by agreement among those who have to support or 
reject it. It is difficult for people outside of Congress to present and introduce 
a bill which will be satisfactory, especially on a subject of this kind. If this bill 
should not be accepted I hope there will be a bill drawn by one of the Congres- 
sional committees. 

The proposed bill was then read by Mr. Garrett. 

Mr. Garrett. I have not seen this bill until to-day, and the committee has 
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not been called to^ethev to consider it. I can not give a report about it, What 
we want ia the opinion of those who have knowledge on the subject bs to the 
praotloability of this di-aft, and if they consider it unpractical, their opinion as 
to what would be accepted. 

President Gates. The Indians should have an opportunity to come into touch 
with law just ae rapidly as poeieible, for theii* protection ae well as (or their pun- 
isbnieiit. There in a truth in the idiom that some one dropped into in apeaking 
of the Chicago anarchists when he eaid they " had a right to be hung.*' Thelo' 
dian "has a right" to the application of the law. for his puniebnient when he 
becomeB a criminal, for his protection always. The first thing that interested 
me in this Indian problem was the fact that we had quarter of a million people 
in our country over wliom there waa no law and over whom we had resigned all 
attempts to maintain justice. We have given them partial protection by law 
within these last live yeai-s. Here are men and women familiar with the field. 
What is the effect produced upon their minds by this proposed measure ? What 
does Commissioner Morgan think of it? 

Commissioner Morgan. I have gt^'en a good deal of thought to it within the 
last two years, and I have had one or two interviews with Mr. Thayer. Mr. Hitch- 
cook, and some othei's. I have I)ad several conreraatlonB with members of the 
Senate and with Mr. PancooKt. of HhUodeiphia. I am convinced that thafe Is a 
necessity for more law than the Indians now have, but I am not prepared to say 
what shape it sludl take. Tlie bill which has been read applies only to reserva- 
tions. I should say. without having i-ead this bill oi' having heard it until now, 
that it would not be practicable to put it into operation on the San Carlos Res- 
ervation, for instance, among the Apa<ihea. Taey are held under military sub- 
jection. I have been among them, t think Mre. Qulnton would agree with me 
that they are not prepared for any system like this ; they would g-el no benefit 
from it. It would be a cumbersome piece of machinery with Iham. 

I have talked with a Senator who is interested in 25,000 Indians, who has lived 
with them, and he told me ho was preparing a bill for laws and courts, but within 
a week he has made up his m.ind that the best thing for those Indians is to take 
up their land in severalty and pass under the law at South Dakota. That was 
his judgment after having set U) work to frame a bill for them. This bill would 
not apply to the 6.000 Indians in Now York, or the 5,000 or 6,000 in WiBoonsin. 
It ifl hardly necessary for the 7,000 or 8,000 in Michigan or the 67,000 In the In- 
dian Territory, or the 18,000 or 20,000 who have taken up allotments. It la not 
really necessary (or the 10,000or 15,000 about i-eady to take up loud in severally. 
It la hardly necessary for the Mission Indians, and I do not know that it is ap- 
plicable to the 8,000 Pueblos. Nor would It be of use to the 5,000 or 8.000 out 
from any reservations, and as many in Nevada and Idaho. So when you narrow 
it down and ask where you would apply it you might say to North and South 
Dakota or to the Indians in Montana. 

But the Crows are taking up allotments, Other>tvibes will take them as soon 
as Congress gives me money for agente. In other worda, I am inclined to think, 
though I am not ready to pronounce on opinion, that the allotment of land in 
severalty is solving this (juestlon ou the one hand, and that on the Other the en- 
largement of the jurisdiction of Ihecourteot Indian offenses, with the preparation 
of some simple code o( procedure, giving them a legal status and making them 
courts of record by changing the absoluteness of the Indian a^ent, and In the 
Indian schools by fitting the boys for the work of judges and jurors — that all 
these things working together are solving this question. I doubt whether there 
Is such a demand for law lor the Indian as there was prior to the passage of the 
Dawes bill. I say this with great diffidence, and I am prepared to consider any 
bill with all the care the Indian OHice can give it, and to recommend legislation 
that seems adaplad to reach the end that these gentlemen desire, and with 
which I sympattiiKe. 



Mr, Painter. Is the Winnebago oomitry still called a 

Commissioner Morgan. Yes and no. The Puyallup is in the same condition. 
We have an agent there who exercises a sort of oversight over them, but there 
is no court of Indian offenses. The Indians are regarded as citizens and their 
police is disbanded. But the agency is maintained and the reservation extends 
over any of the land that is not allotted. 
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Mr. Painter. I have a letter in my pocket from an Indian who speaks of 
trouble on the Omaha and Winnebago Reservation and the necessity for getting- 
some law to protect them. It is a question with me whether to regard that as ^ 
reservation. You can not deal with them under the old courts. 

Commissioner Morgan. Not wholly. 

Mr. Painter. The land is allotted but they are away from the courts of the 
State. Those courts do not protect them. There is no inducement on the part 
of the State to do that. It makes expenses that the State does not want to meet 
If they kill themselves the State is not going to be greatly troubled about it. I 
think you can enlarge your police courts on the reservations. It is on these refr 
ervations where you have citizens of the United States, where the State doe» 
not protect them and will not unless the Grovernment gives them some induce- 
ment to do so, that something should be done to give the Indians the protection 
of law. It strikes me that the most urgent thing to do is to make some arrange 
ment by which the surplus lands of those allotted reservations shall go to meet 
the expenses of that kind and bring the State courts onto the reservation to 
preserve order. They speak of the condition there as deplorable. I had a let- 
ter from the Seneca Reservation where land has been allotted, and things are 
said to be in a horrible condition. 

Commissioner Morgan. This is discussed on page 25 of my report. 

Miss Fletcher. It makes a confusion to speak of the " Omaha and Winnebago 
Reservation," as the condition of the two tribes is quite different. The Omaha» 
are allotted and hold their lands by patent, and they are citizens of the United 
States. Their reservation is divided into precincts; the people elect their 
county and precinct officers, and pay their taxes, and the law is working in their 
midst as fast as the people can take hold of it. The Winnebago allotments are 
not yet approved, and until they are approved the Indians can not be citizens ; 
they are, therefore, still under an agent. It is hardly proper under the circum- 
stances to speak of *' the agent of the Omahas and Winnebagoes." While let- 
ters may come from different Indians telling of deplorable conditions, I take a hope- 
ful view of affairs. The people are learning by the best of teachers, experience 
Within a few days an Omaha man had been arrested, tried, fined, and punished 
by the local court. The establishment of law is largely a question of the Indiaa 
knowing how to handle the law and make it effective, and that he has to find out by 
experience . It is a great step from reservation and agency training to self-depen- 
dence and independence, and the change requires the process of years. Let the 
people struggle alone, even if they tumble at first. They will come out better 
in the end. If I may be allowed I will tell an incident in reference to the ad- 
rjairable suggestion of the Commissioner in regard to this matter of law on the 
reservation. The severalty act is solving this problem, but it must go more or 
less slowly. The practical way is to strengthen and regulate the machinery al- 
ready in hand. 

The Kamiah Indians who ft ve in the Nez Perce Reservation are 70 miles from 
the agency, and have never had an agent among them, but they have been under 
the influence of Miss Sue McBsth. Kamiah is one of the progressive Indiaa 
communities and is a remarkable instance of what may be done. This year they 
had an election for their judge. By a happy circumstance and a little bit of pol- 
itics a progressive Indian was elected, an elder of the church, a man well-to-do, 
who, by his own industry, has a comfortable home, a good farm, and is a good 
example in every way. About two or three days after his election he appeared 
at ray camp, 50 miles away, and told me that the people had honored him by 
electing him as their judge. He said he would like to have me explain what ft 
all meant. I took the regulations, read them to him, and told him the Indian 
judge was something like a justice of the peace. Then he asked, " What shall 
guide my actions? It seems to me that as we are on the eve of becoming citi- 
zens, all my actions should hd guided by the laws of the State.'' I said, "I think 
you are right." " Then what book shall I get to learn the laws? I c^,n not read 
very well, but my daughter has boon at school, and she can read the laws an^ I 
will exercise all my functions according to the law of the State." I wrote to 
several lawyers to find out if there had been a change in the statutes since the 
Territory had become a State and I found a copy of the revised laws that I pres- 
ented to him, and he has been studying it and doing very well. 

Col. Tappan. I had a little personal experience that may throw light on thifl 
subject. Some years ago I had charge of an Indian industrial school in Nebraska* 
One day a train of cars stopped at a bridge and the men made an assault on some 
of my children. I found no difficulty in arresting the conductor, engineer, and 
firemen, but I found, after taking them a hundred miles and arraigning them 



r:rport of the board of indiait commissioners. 1*45 

before a m^igistrate, that I could not make an Indian a competent witness in that 
court, and I had no white witnesses: therefore I failed to make a case. The diffi- 
culty is in the incompetency of the Indian being a witness in our courts, 1 ap- 
prehend there is no difficulty in getting any case before the courts, but if you 
get them there, unless they are competent witnessed, you do not gain anything. 

A resolution was presented by Dr. Sheldon Jackson with reference to the liquor 
traffic in Alaska. It was referred to the business committee. 

Adjourned at 5:45 p. m. 

EV^ENING SESSION. 

The session was called to order at 8 p. m. by President Gates. Mr. H. R. Thorn- 
ton was introduced. 

Mr. Thornton. I would like to say a word with reference to the suggestion 
that teachers should be appointed justices of the peace, in order that they might 
exercise jurisdiction over the native liquor dealers. That might answer in 
Southern Alaska, where the people are more familiar with laws of the white 
people, but it would not answer with us, nor I think in other stations recently 
established. We have discussed this question from all points of viaw, and we 
discussed that plan last winter independently of the recommendation of Dr. Jack- 
son. It did not seem to us that it would be advisable at all. We are on per- 
fectly friendly terms with the natives now, and have been for the last eight or 
ten months, with the exception that we are always conscious of an undercurrent 
of hostility on the part of the native liquor dealers. The most prominent one 
has a son and a daughter in our school. 

Personally he is well disposed towards us. He probably says to himself: "They 
teach my children English, which will make them useful as interpreter; they 
buy food and skins for their clothes from me and in so far as they are useful to 
me, but their position with reference to the liquor traffic interferes with my busi- 
ness." If we should attempt to exercise the kind of authority that Dr. Jackson 
suggests, it would only excite the greatest animosity on the part of these liquor 
dealers, who would have great influence with the rest of the natives, and it would 
nullify all our efforts to civilize and educate and improve the natives. If the 
liquor traffic is to be stopped, the punishment should fall on the whalers. They 
are the real criminals. They are civilized men who Understand the moral aspects 
of the traffic. You can not expect these ignorant Eskimos to look at it as 
civilized people do. The natives have plenty of sense. They would say, " Here 
are Mr. Thornton and Mr. Lopp trying to punish us, and calling in the revenue 
officers for that purpose, but they let the white men go scot free." The natives 
can see the injustice of that. I hope I have said enough to show how unwise the 
plan of having us appointad justices of the peace would be. If we were appointed 
we should probablj^ consider that our wisest course would be to leave our author- 
ity in abeyance, so far as exercising control over the natives is concerned. 

As for the measure of introducing reindeer it is only just for the United States 
Government to do something to replace what we have taken from the natives by 
killing th^ir whales and walrus. 

In regard to our school I will say that we have a total enrollment of 304, and 
for five months our average daily attendance was 15(). Our accommodations were 
such that we had to have three sessions of school a day. It seems surprising to 
you, perhaps, that these sava^^es. as you take them to be, should be so desirous 
of attending school and so anxious to gain an education. In the first place they 
appreciate as well you do the advantage it will be to them to know English in 
trading with the whalers— their only means of obtaining flour, cloth, tools, etc. 
In the second place, having no books and no resources for entertaining them- 
selves, their life is exceedingly monotonous ; so that the school is really a kind 
of entertainment for them. We try a.s far as possible, to explain everything that 
comes in incidentally alluding to civilization. Take a word like " kurigytjuk, " 
which means ** leopard seal" for instance, we explain why it is called * 'leopard" 
and they take a gi-eat interest in such explanations. We show them books and 
pictures too. But aside from that, they seem to us to show a very earnest de- 
sire for knowledge and pleasure in the acquisition of knowledge for its own sake. 

To show how much they appreciate school let me mention one incident. We 
did not have lumber enough to build our coal shed as it should have been. It 
had a roof running slanting against our house. By that means the (jhildron got 
ready access to the roof of our house and they used that as a toboggan slide; as 
they would begin to slide by three in the morning there was danger to the 
slumber of the inmates of the house. Besides it was likely to loosen the shingles 
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and let the weather in. But Eskimo boys like other boys *' will be boys/' One 
morning when they hacl been worse than usual, we told them that we would suspend 
school until they had learned to behave themselves. The effect was mag-ical and 
immediate. They wei'e as quiet as so many little mice. We kept up the sus- 
pension two or three days and they were perfectly quiet. Then we opened ag^in 
and they gave us no trouble for some months. They look on school as a privi- 
lege and not as a task: that is a good view to take, and we take some pains to 
cultivate the idea. 

Mrs. Quinton was asked to speak. 

Mrs. Quinton i*ead extracts from a letter from Dr. Susan LaFlesche, who is at 
work among the Omahas. She then made an address upon her recent journey of 
eight months among the various Indian tribes of the United States. The fol- 
lowing tribes were visited: Seminoles. of Florida: Pueblo Indians, of. New Alex- 
ico : Navajos, Moquis, and Apaches, of Arizona : Mission Indians, Southern Cali- 
fornia : Hoopa Valley and Digger Indians, Northern California. As some of the 
facts presented were given by Sirs. Quinton in an address at Mohonk (see pag-e — ) 
they &ve omitted here. 

Mrs. Quinton. The Woman's Indian Association has started a mission among 
the Florida Indians and the Government is cor>perating generously, and we liope 
the day has dawned for the Seminoles. The whisky traffic there is a source of 
vast evil. The whisky men fill them with delusions and snares. They say to 
the Indians, *' These women are apparently your friends, but presently the sol- 
diers will appear and you will be driven off to the Indian Territory." But gradu- 
ally the Indians are learning who are their real friends. We must not expect 
much to be done in a year, though one friend, more pious than wise, asked how 
many conversions we had had during the year and whether we were i*eady to 
build a church. 

In New Mexico the Pueblo Indians were visited. Given a Catholic sovereig-n 
for the people and the rest of the work may pause I The children may come 
when they like and only when they like. The reading may come first or the 
geography, without any regular order. I think it would be Ijetter for the ch.il- 
dren to be taken to the Government school under such circumstances. 

Among the Navajo Indians I saw a great deal that was interesting industrially. 
There are three points where good work could be done. The people do not set- 
tle in groups as other Indians do. They do not seem to care whether they have 
neighbors within 3 miles. 

President Gates. Their chief industry is herding? 

Mrs. Quinton. Yes, and they do good work in silver and in making fine 
blankets. 

President Gates. Has the Department made any appropriation for irrigation 
there ? 

Commissioner Morgan. There is on the books of the Treasury considerable 
money for the purpose of irrigation at that place, probably $25,000 ; but when I 
took up the matter and referred it to Maj. Powell he reported that a dam would 
cost not less than fifteen and probably fifty thousand dollars and it would be use- 
less to attempt anything on the necessary scale with the money we have in hand. 
We are developing water for the Moquis, and we propose when we are through 
there to send the augur to the Navajos for wells. Irrigation means hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. 

Mrs. Quinton. We visited the Moquis. They are a quiet, industrious people, 
living on the high mesas, living by basketry and pottery. Between fifty and 
a hundred houses are in process of construction. The superintendent of the 
school is a bonded officer and therefore no agent is needed. One Indian we saw 
had been in Kansas. It seemed to him like the garden of Eden with the streams 
and greenery and fresh growths of every sort. It was all new to him. 

I visited tne White Mountain Apaches and they seem to me very much like 
other Indians, certainly as energetic. When I arrived L met several ladies,wi ves 
of army officers, who said that these Indians would not work. The Indians came 
at 4 o'clock for seeds, etc., and they kept the agent busy all day long. They 
had taken a large contract for hay and were cutting the grass or rather they 
were pulling it up by the roots, sometimes cutting it with a common knife. 
They had often to travel far over the mountains to do it. They would come in 
with it on their shoulders, young and old. I saw many illustrations of their wil- 
lingness to work that were touching. One woman came to get her money for 
cutting wood. She had carried her loads on her back and had walked long dis- 
tances. The first thing she did with her money after she was paid was to pay a 
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debt to the trader. She then got a little loan so as to buy a horse for her next 
year's crop, though those army ladies had said, " they will not work." 

Commissioner MORGAN. Since you were there a day school has been ojiened at 
the fort, and on the 10th of December 26 of those boys came down to Albuquerque, 

Mrs. QuiNTON. I am delighted to hear that. 

The visit that went most to my heart was among the San Carlos Apaches, 
5,000 in number. Hundreds were there on issue day, the lame, halt, and blind. 
Such a collection of human wretchedness I have never 8?en in one picture. They 
were there for supplies. The agent, a real friend of the Indians, introduced me, 
and I told them about our society, and when I was through they asked to speak. 
They did so through two interpreters. They were not afraid to criticize thelagent 
They desired to have their children in school on the reservation. They wanted 
land of their own and were advised to go to another part of the country, and I be- 
lieve 2,000 are to go. 

Commissioner Morgan. That has been thought to be unwise. They are anx- 
ious to have the children in school. I have sent some to Haskell and some to 
Genoa, and I have given orders that every child shall be put to school until we 
can build a school there. 

Mrs. QuiNTON. I can not begin to tell you of their gladness that they had 
friends working for them. It was evident from talking with them that they ap 
predate the necessity of law. They want something more than they have m 
the way of law. They asked for police courts, and they did not want the agent 
always to be the arbiter. 

Commissioner Morgan. The agent who was there has been relieved. The new 
agent said he would organize Indian courts among them. 

President Gates. Aren't the Apaches well fitted for that ? 

Mrs. QuiNTON. I think they are. They seem to have a sturdy sense of justice. 
They will execute sentences that are imposed even on their own brothers. The 
thing to do is to get them under the State law as soon as possible. I believe 
things are working out, and that if a little help can be given them the system 
need not last long. 

Medical work is needed everywhere among the Indians. Hospitals are needed. 
There are questions of detail and management, but the Indians are ready for law 
and justice and hospitals and schools, and for good and true work. Nothing was 
more touching to me than the speech of an old blind man. Ho said he believed 
if the women were going to help something good could come to them. The 
whole of the work, after all. rests upon Christian activity and faith. 

The work is practical. The agents should be selected by the man to whom 
they report, so that there can b3 unity and harmony, and they should be kepc in 
office during good behavior. I believe it is possible to settle all these questions 
within five years if the Christian men of the country will set about it. 

Miss ATjICE C. Fletcher. I am always struck, whenever I come East and 
listen to the talks concerning the Indian, with the contrast betWL»en those who 
Bit at this end of the line and those of us who go out to work among the people. 
I am always impressed with the fact that here there is a gr(?at deal to do with 
Bumming up of matters and theories, that there is a very curious atmosphere 
through which facts are seen, while in the field the problems are so much sim- 
pler. 

It has been my privilege to have to do with the severalty act. I have been 
working under it ever since it became a law. and every year's work increases my 
appreciation of its capacity. I do not think the country realizes what the act can 
do and is doing. I have myself great faith in it. I have watched its influence, its 
working, and I am more and more forced to bear testimony to the wisdom of 
those who constructed it. That one law could have been framed that would apply 
in so many different cases is very remarkable. I only wish that all the good 
people who are trying to get up amendments would be a little patient, remem- 
bering that you can not plant and harvest in the same day. Three years I have 
been working among the Nez Perces, and the changes that have taken place 
among those Indians, under the administration of this law, has been very re- 
markable. 

I do not care to go too much into detail as to what I had to encounter when I 
first went there. One always enters at the agency end of the reservation and 
with all due deference to the agency system, it is. generally speaking, the most 
uncomfortable place to enter. The Indians around the ag^.^ncy are usually of the 
worst type. They are hangers-on, professional beggars, politicians, not in a good 
sense, and they live largely by their wits. There are exceptions, but I do not 
exaggerate in making this general statement. Among the Nez Perce Indians 
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the only men of whom I would say '* Beware of those men; they are not to be 
trusted,'' are the men that every mspeetoi', every special agent, every one who 
goes upon the reservation will meet in the agent's cfKce and they will be the very 
men who will be the main spokesmen in any council. They do not i-epresent the 
people, they misrepi'esent the people. I have had a great deal of trouble from 
this agency class. So great was the trouble in the beginning of my work it was 
suggested that I should request to have the military called in, but I felt that the 
difficulty should be solved in some other way. 

I moved away from the agency and went some 70 miles and camped among the 
Kamiah Indians, those who had been under the influence of Miss Sue McBeth. 
There I found men ready to hear about law and citizenship. I gathei*ed them into 
the church and the meeting was opened with prayer and the law was read by my 
interpreter, a returned student from Chemawa training school. He was the one 
man on the reservation, white or Indian, who had read the law when I arrived; 
he had heard of it and had written to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and had 
received a copy and had translated it to his family. This young man has worked 
steadily by me during the past three years. His life has been threatened again 
and again by agency Indians and by one who held the position of judge through 
the appointment of the agent. 

In the council the law was read and explained and while there was some ques- 
tion on the part of those who clung to old customs, the reason of the people was 
touched . The first to take their allotments were these Christian men, of Kamiah , 
and it was in spite of the threatening messages brought by the police from the 
agency that they would suffer in their persons or their stock if they listened to 
the law. The work has been successfully carried on in the face of all opposition, 
the agency clique is dying rather hard and is not quite dead yet. The people, 
however, have been stirred to ambition, they have felt the life that comes from 
the idea of . personal responsibility and personal ownership of property. Large 
tracts of land that had never been cultivated have been broken up and work is 
going on in the pi-eparation of homes. The people have done a great deal con- 
sidering their limited means, and the Government stands ready to render thena 
every possible help. The question is one of administration, which is all right at 
this end of the line, but gets tangled as it ^oss over the mountains, to the Pacific 
slope. There is, however, a strong intention to do right at this end, and matters 
will firet straightened out over the breadth of the continent by and bye* 

The schools have been entirely changed in their character within the past few 
years; they are now good schools and well managed, and the children are eager 
to learn. 

One day this fall, as I was breaking camp, I crossed a deep cation to the up- 
land over which ran a trail from one of the Indian settlements on the eastern 
Fart of the reservation to Fort Lapwai, where there is a large industrial school, 
met a comely Indian woman on horseback, matronizing a group of twelve chil- 
dren that she was taking 80 miles to school. Each little thing was astride a 
pony, from the boy of five to the girl of fifteen. They had a pack horse or two 
carrying provisions. The matron and I stopped to chat, but soon they were off 
again, laughing and talking as their, gay-colored forms disappeared in a turn of 
the wood. 

Afterwards I met two Indian men with a caravan of boys also on their way to 
school. During that day I ran across several other mounted parties of men and 
women taking boys and girls to school. The Nez Perc6s believe in sending their 
children to school. 

The superintendent of the industrial school is an old and trusted friend, and 
he has introduced sociables, and these are the event of the school season. The 
band plays, the boys and girls wear their best clothes and march together. The 
parents and worthy young men and women are invited, and are aflowed to join 
m the march: but it" is very rare that any woman from the outside will march, 
since it is a requisite to wear citizen's dress, and it is hard for a woman to drop 
her blanket or shawl and leave her head uncovered. It was at one of these soci- 
ables that the wife of an elder in the church rose resplendent in a new red dress 
trimmed with green, tossod her shawl to one side, took the arm of a little boy 
and joined in the march. Her act caused a sensation throughout all Lapwai 
Valley. 

Severalty arouse » the individual from out the tribe. A man stands for his 
own value, and in accepting his land in severalty he also accepts the idea of 
citizenship. I always seek to have the Indians understand that the two j*-© 
together and mean self-govei*nment. I explain to each allottee in what county 
his allotment is, and inform him concerning the county organization and what 
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will be the duties of a citizen, and also what taxes mean, and how the scune law 
is over the white man and the Indian, giving to each protection of life and prop- 
erty. The manliness that is bred of these ideas I can not overstate. It is a great 
de&L harder to govern people who think than pBople who do not think. There- 
fore allotment, since it starts the Indian thinking, makes the government of the 
tribe harder than under old conditions. The operation of this law tends to de- 
velop the power for self-government, and has in it the principle of growth. I 
am not so much concerned about the necessity for law on the reservation as I was 
before I had an opportunity to watch the result of the application of the sever- 
alty act. I am afraid of any increase of machinery for the government of the 
Indians. 

I should regret the creation of any more places where men can be appointed to 
do this or that for the Indian. I thmk there is a great deal of danger m it. The 
severalty act throws off the shackles of the Indians; do not forge others for him. 
If the Indian comes under our own law, since that law is sufficient for us it is 
surely suflftcient for him. Moreover, it is not good for a white man to think that 
there is a separate law for the Indian. As the severalty act makes the Indian a 
oitizen of the United States, places him under the laws of the State or Territory 
in which he lives, subject to all the laws, civil and criminal, what would you have 
more? Can you give to him more than our Constitution gives to us? I think 
not. 

I am more concerned, as I come East, with the great prominence which is given 
in all deliberations concerning the Indian to the Indian's property, to the for- 

fetting of the right of the man himself. Much care is taken to prevent the In- 
ian misspending a cent, that he loses all chance of making a bargain in any 
way. He may not derive benefit from his land in any way unless he works 
it personally. This excess of care works badly. After the Indian has had his 
sense of manliness, independence, and ownership of property awakened, it is not 
best to cast him back and say, " You shall not do so and so for yourself ; we will 
send an agent to do it for you/' I would rather the Indian should lose all he has 
and gain his own experience in the exercise of his manliness, and then if he fails, 
start from the beginning again and make his own fortune as the rest of us have had 
to do. I can not speak quietly of this matter, because I have seen so much mis- 
chief wrought by this excessive supervision. If there is anything that law can 
do for the Indian it should be to see that he has the rights of manhood when you 
have clothed him with manhood. Let him make mistakes. Give him a little 
more liberty and let him gain his own experience. 

The work of the education of the children has been wonderfully accelerated. 
The progress is so rapid and is so well undertaken by the Government that it 
has required new channels for missionary effort. Just here I want to speak of 
the wisdom of the work of Miss Kate McBeth, for she has opened the way to a 
new departure in missionary work. She nas specially devoted herself to home 
work among the Indian women. When she came to Lapwai I doubt if there was 
a woman who knew how to make raised bread — to preserve fruit or vegetables so 
that they could be used in the winter. They knew nothing of cutting and mak- 
ing garments, or the little appliances that tend to domestic comfort. To-day, 
among those who have come within touch of Miss McBeth there is not a woman 
but knows how to cut and make her own and her children's clothes, to crochet, 
embroider, and make them pretty: to make good bread; and hundreds of jars of 
fruits are preserved and vegetables are stored and cared for, so that the summer 
is not merely a time of garden feasting, but the garden is a blessing all the year 
round. More than that, she has books that have been sent through the kindness 
and interest of friends, and some that I have added to increase her library, and 
her cabin is a place where the young men and women who have been to school 

Sither to read and talk. She has also a magic lantern, with which she enter- 
ins them. She lends it to the agency school, and it helps in the Christmas en- 
tertainment. She is aiming to bring school and home together, so that what the 
child learns at school will be put in practice in the home, to reach which it does 
not cross so wide a chasm. Hei* work is as beautiful as it is hopeful, and sug- 
gests the wide field which lies open for Christian workers throughout the country. 

If I have any message to bring you from the field it is one of hope and cheer. 
You who have been so long interested in this people must be glad to know that 
your thought and your legislation have dobe so much. The severalty act is one 
of the great pieces of legislative work of our country and of our time. 

Mr. Lyon. After the Indians get their land do they desire instruction as to 
working it? 

Miss Fletcher. They manifest a desire to have a chance to work it, and they 



150 REPORT OF THE BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS. 

are pleased to get new ideas. But almost all the Indians that I have seen did 
know how to do something. 

Mr. Lyon. Can they go on and manage it properly? 

Miss Fletcher. In some cases. They need better horses and plows to break 
up the land with. That is where the difficulty comes in. There are many prac- 
tical things where instruction in farmin^f would help them, but the instructor 
must be a man of brains, othei*wise the Indian will know more than he does. 

Mr. Lyon. Would an intelligent farmer be of use to them? 

Miss Fletchei:. An intellegent man can be of use almost anywhere. 

Mr. Lyon. You speak of improvement in education. Have you noticed as 
great improvement m industrial and agricultural matters? 

Miss Fletcher. My observation is limited. Returned students bring with 
them a great many admirable ideas concerning farming; and when I come to a 
family I can tell whether the children have been off the reservation by the ap- 
pearance of things. As far as the farmers' work in concerned I think it would 
tand improvement. 

Senator Dawes was invited speak. 

Senator Dawes. If thei'e is any place where a man finds encouragement for 
his work it is in such a place as this. When we hear of what is being accom- 
plised, how this work for the Indian has spread, how its organizations have been 
developed, I think one who was here when it began feels as if there were com- 
pensation enough for all that has been disagreeable and hard. When I was told 
at my dinner table to-night that Prof. Painter had reported that the work of the 
Mission Indians was completed, and they had at last found homes and refuge, I 
forgot my dinner. My mind went back to the time when the petition signed by 
32,000 names praying the United States to keep its treaties with these Indians 
was presented to the United States Senate by the Women's Association. It has 
taken ten or twelve years to accomplish thisVork. Then came the appropria- 
tion of $20,000 to educate the Indians, in 1878, when the first appropriation of a 
dollar was ever taken out of the Treasurv to educate an Indian. Then it was 
$30,000, then $40,(MJ0. At last it has come^ to more than $2,0<X),000. And all this 
time the CongrebS of the United States has been led on by the enlightened action 
of this commission and those engaged in this work, to take the money out of the 
Treasury of the United States and put it into the hands of a Commissioner who 
had been able to appropriate every dollar of it in the way that will count most. 
His school houses, like light-houses on the coast, are all round the borders. 
He holds teachers institutes with the instructors that are employed in this great 
work. Then here are the women's associations, and the associations in Phila- 
delphia and Boston, all with officers who spend so much time in advancing this 
cause. Wben I consider all these things I feel indeed as if something had been 
accomplished. 

Every year I have played the r61e here and elsewhere of a faultfinder. I have 
g^ot over that. I have come to believe that everybody has his own field to work 
in and it does not make any difference whether I agree with him or not. I have 
got a little field in which I can work and we need not interfere. I have my own 
notions about these courts that have been proposed, and I have tried t© convince 
everyone that mine were right, but I have found out that no one agrees with me, 
and I have made up my mind that I do not care whether they do or not. 

My friend, the Commissioner, knows what trouble we had in getting the appro- 
priation bill through last winter, and it looks as if it were going to be still harder 
this year. It may be so. It is all well enough if it is so. It would not be good 
for anything if it were not so. These two millions that our friend expends so 
wisely and with such good results, if he had nothing to do but take it up with a 
scoop and use them just as much as he wanted to, it would ruin him and the whole 
work. It is only by the grace of hard work and hard fighting that we come to 
prize what we get. And he spends that $2,000,000 to more effect and with better 
and greater results because he has to work night and day in season and out of 
season in order to g.^t it, and to get up such a sentiment among the people who 
have to appropriate it that they do not dare do otherwise. 

The thing that troubles mo most is to get the Indian started on his allotment, 
I know there are some Indians who can support themselves on their allotments, 
but they are rare birds. Indians, as a general rule, do not like to work, and they 
do not know how to work. If you set an Indian on 160 acres of land and go off 
and leave him, the last end of the poor fellow is worse than the first end. Unless 
you can get him into a position to want to work and give him material to work 
with, and somebody to show him how to work, he can do nothing. Having done 



REPORT OF THE BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS. 151 

that, if he does not take care of himself, it is because he does not belong to the 
survival of the fittest. 

I have introduced a bill into Congress, som3 of the jxjints of which I will give 
you. The Indian does not know what to do with 16i) acres, or 80, or 40. Forty 
18 just as ffood as 80 to him for a good many years. Supposa you could contrive 
to put a white man on 40 acres of his land on condition that he break up so many 
acres and cultivate them each year for a number of years. Or, if he pay further 
rent, that it should be spent on the other half in breaking it up. Then when the 
white man goes off the rejd estate is in a condition for cultivation. 

President Gates. When will the white man go off? 

Senator Dawes. That is one of the difficulties. There would be no difficulty 
if the Indian office was officered as now. But the mutability of human affairs 
stares me in the face, and I can not expect that the present Commissioner will 
stay there all his life. I have tried to put round the bill all the safeguards that 
I oould, but if you all condemn it it will go into the waste basket. But I think 
that is the dimculty of the allottee as a whole. He must be prepared more than 
we realize. We do not comprehend the great change that comes over him in an 
instant after Miss Fletcher or some one else puts him on land in severalty. Un- 
less he is something more than a blanket Indian when that is done for him you 
have only increased his difficulties, and he is a more troublesome Indian to take 
<5ape.of after he becomes such a citizen as that than he was before, because he 
ceases to belong to the tribe: he ceases to have any right on the reservation; he 
ceases to have any protection from the agent. The agent has no more right to 
touch him; he has no moro right to furnish him with food and raiment than he 
has to furnish you. He goes forth alone and must carry his burden alone. He 
is as bad as Robinson Crusoe on his island, unless we realize that and get him 
started right. If we do that then let him survive if he can: if not, let him go to 
the wall. But do not let us vainly think we have done this work when we have 
simply set apart so many acres of land and put him down on them. Here is one 
field of work. 

Then my friend, the chairman of the law committee, has another field. He 
has a job on his hands. I hope he will work it out to the satisfaction of those 

fjople who feel that it will accomplish great good. No one will stand in his way. 
veryone will help all they can. 

I congratulate you who have accomplished so much and I commend to you the 
"broader field that opens up to you as you go forward in this work. New ques- 
tions, new duties, new opportunities, and new rewards await you. 

President Gates. I believe we are on the right track. The problem of educa- 
tion must underlie all work. If we can keep up the school system, within five 
years we shall have a large body of Indian men who know something about farm- 
ing. Such workers as Miss Fletcher and Capt. Pratt come to us and say, "Make 
more of the manhood of the Indian and think less of his property." I remember 
hearing Capt. Pratt say, " His land is a curse to the Indian; if we give it to him 
let him do what he will with it. Let hiiA run through it, and come out poor, 
stripped of all hope of land, and this experience may become his greatest bless- 
ing." 

I think the fact that he and Miss Fletcher and others lay the emphasis on 
man's personality and the kind of training that comes through trying to walk 
alone, through tripping and falling, through learning how easily property may 
be lost, should be carefully considered. We believe that faithful work and 
steady care of his earnings will soon enable a man to hold property. Having firm 
faith in this principle, that we are trying to do in one gyeneration for savage 
races, by Christian education, what it has taken many generations to do for our 
own race, I think we may be perfectly convinced that we are on the right road. 
The Senate may be able to devise just the law that shall show us how to get white 
settlers among red men. That must be done. They need the teaching that 
comes from such neighborly association with industrious whites. 

I felt as though I ought to say little when this proposed law was read. But 
I must "clear my conscienco." I have studied this subject very carefully, and I 
find myself in a strange position. I find myself appealed to by men who study 
this question by the a pHoH methods alone, with the statement, " You are a stu- 
dent of these subjects, and you know that legislation should be thus and so!" 
And I find that I do not answer to that kind of appeal. I do know that every 
system of law that has "had a hold" on a people, and has trained them, has 
grown up with the people, and that an attempt to force upon any people a code 
from outside that did not have regard to their present position and their past 
training has b3en a failure. I therefore feel the need of adapting legislation 
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not to the theory of what ought to ba, but to the circumstances of the Indian. 
On the way to this conference I read the bill that has been presented here. I 
also read over much of the legislation for Indians of the last few years. 

The laws that have been framed here, under the advice of the Department, 
and notably by the Senate, have in every phrase and in every clause that whicli 
Bugffests to those of us who understand tne situation a definite warnin|^, a special 
application, while the new law is ** up in the air." I find that difference between 
them, as I read the older laws and this new one. I feel, therefore, extremely 
doubtful as to the wisdom of our attempting to set up a system of independent 
judges for the reservations only. Rather is my object to get the children out of 
the reservation among the white children. I wish there were a thousand chil- 
dren to be taken out to-day. Get the men upon the allotted land, and bring 
tiiem under tiie laws of the States and the counties where they live. It seems 
to me that our wise friends at the center can devise some measure by whioh the 
proceeds of surplus lands can be taken to make good to the treasuries of the coun- 
ties what they would receive from the taxation of the Indian lands (which are 
held by protected title) for roads and the support of courts. Possibly some other 
funds might be applied in this same way. 

To get the Indians under State law is the end we desire. If we try to draft a 
bill for a new system of courts in the States we soon find ourselves checked by 
the Constitution of the United States. The iDdians are not now in the Terri- 
tories, the most of them. They are in reservations within the States. Further, 
the tendency of such legislation would be to perpetuate a special Indian system 
for an indefinite period of time. This would involve questionable results. At 
the same time I hope that this measure may be carefully considered, may appeal 
to members of Congress on its merits. If it is regarded as practicable by our 
legislators let it he passed and tried. I only express one man's doubt. But 
whatever we do let us hold fast to the necessity of getting the Indians as fast as 
possible under State laws. One-tenth of the Indians have received allotments. 
That is very encouaging. Now, let us seek to secure the appropriations needed 
his winter. 

ADDRESS OF COMMISSIONER MORGAN. 

The whole amount of appropriations for Indian education last year was $2,291,- 
000. The amount we have asked for this year will amount to a little over 
$3,000,000. As to the necessity for that sum I do not need to argue here. I be- 
lieve it is true that every dollar we have received has been well used, and that 
the schools are doing a better work even than we expected. I believe the edu- 
cational woi'k now in progress will accomplish the results we are asking,as firmly 
as I believe that Amherst College will prepare young men for the business and 
adornmcDt of professional life, and I have no doubt about that. 

As to the prospects of our getting this amount that is a question that I can not 
answer. Last year our appropriation came very near being shipwrecked. I do 
not believe, in all the worlk Senator Dawes has ever done — I wish he were not 
here to-night 

President Gates (interrupting). We will consider constructively that Senator 
Dawes is not here. 

Commissioner Morgan. I do not believe he has everdoDe a more magnificent 
thing than when he said, '* Gentlemen, if you do what you propose to do I have 
nothing further to do." The Senate at once replied, "Then we won't do it; 
what do you want, sir? " and we got our appropriation. I do not think the Sen- 
ator knew what a magnificent thing he did, and whether he would have had 
courage to do it if he had known I I tell you this appropriation must be worked 
for. We shall need all the help that we can get. No one else knows as well as 
I what it cost to get the last appropriation. I know the work done, and it was 
worth all that it cost. It will cost more work to get the present appropriation 
than the last, but I believe we shall get it. 

I have had prepared a more elaborate analysis of the Indian appropriation bill 
than has ever before been presented. The appropriations for the Indian service 
for 1891-'92 amounted in round numbers to $17,000,000. Out of that amount, 
$8,898,756 were for the payment of lands purchased from the Indians. Fulfilling 
of treaties required the payment of $3,668,564. I doubt whether any one would 
say we had a right to refuse to pay that. Then it requires for salaries, for car- 
rying on this work, $560,890. What these salaries are is plainly set forth. If 
anyone thinks we are paying too many salaries or too large, that is an oi>en 
question. Information on this point can be furnished to anyone who wants to 
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know. So far as my own judgment goes we are paying less money than is paid 
in almost any other branch of the general service. Then we pay for incidentals 
$471,237, and what these are is carefully set forth. For miscellaneous expenses 
we pay $1,272,139. That includes $606,000 gratuities ^iven to Indians, an amount 
which will compare favorably with the alms appropriation of any State. It also 
includes $100,000 for the friendly Sioux, whose property was destroyed in the 
last '^unpleasantness;" for the Sisseton scouts $126,000; and to the Sioux for 
ponies, $200,000, which should have been paid long ago. 

This summary has been made that the appropriation for education may stand 
out in all its fullness. We are asking for $3,000,000 for education. I will ask any- 
one who wants to criticise the Indian bill to put his finger on any place where 
he thinks there ought to be a reduction, where the Government can wisely cut 
down a single dollar, and if there is such a place let him tell us. 

Now we ask for $3,000,000 for education. Can it be justified? If this expenditure 
of $3,000,000 can not be justified, then we ought not to have it; if it can be, I 
think we shall get it. T think Mr. Thornton's statement that the whales and 
walruses being taken from the people of Alaska imposes upon us a moral obliga- 
tion to send them the reindeer is correct. We occupy what they once occu- 
pied. We have destroyed the buffalo and we have taken from them the great 
salmon fisheries, and I think as a people we owe it to them as a debt to educate 
their children so that they can earn their own living as we must earn ours. 

Every consideration of economy is in favor of this appropriation. It is cheaper 
to educate men and to raise them to self-support than to laise another genera- 
tion of savages and then fight them. There is a question of political economy 
here. It is cheaper to educate them, that thej> may become producers and bring 
back to the national wealth more than the nation expends in educating them. 

On the ground simply of sentiment, if you will, this money should be given. 
Four hundred years ago Columbus discovered America. It was then occupied 
by these people, and if they had been let alone on this continent, with all its vast 
resources for four hundred years, I believe they would have developed upon this 
soil a civilization of their own. We have made it impossible for them to do that 
because we have driven them away ruthlessly, as we did the Cherokees from 
Georgia. We have driven them from one place to another and have made their 
own civilization impossible, and have insisted that they take ours. We are to 
celebrate next year the coming of Columbus. We are to gather in Chicago peo- 
ple from all parts of the world, that they may see our greatness. We shall di- 
late before them upon our art, our science, our philosophy, everything that 
marks our greatness. I shall have there one .of our Indian industrial schools. 
We shall point to that as a representative of the magnificent work that this great 
people is doing for the remnant of the Indians I Out of the abundance of our 
harvests, out of the enormous accumulations of our capital that has been pro- 
duced out of the soil that belonged to the Indian, out of the abundance that has 
come to us from their heritage, we are spending a paltry sum that the remnants 
of these Indians may be lifted on to a plane of higher civilization I I would justify 
this appropriation on the ground of national sentiment, that it is a humane thing 
to do, a generous thing to do. 

I believe that we can justify it on the ground that we are a Christian people, 
extending a helping hand to the Indians, because they are our fellowmen, and 
fr om the impulse that Christ has put within us. I believe we can do it on the 
ground of furnishing to the world a magnificent illustration of what our institu- 
tions will accomplish. If we can take these schools of learning on which we con- 
centrate our civilization, where English is taught, where our code of morals is 
taught, where unsectarian Christianity is taught, if we can make our schools, as 
they are to-day ,/oci where our concentrated American institutions and life can be 
felt, if our institutions will take these people and lift them up and make of them 
intelligent, self-reliant, independent, aggressive American citizens, then it is 
well worth while to do that. Because, fl these institutions are working that kind 
of material over into good American citizens, there is nothing left that we need 
fear to attempt. Lot come the floods from all Europe; only give us time and we 
will do with them what we have done with the Indians. If we have not organi- 
zation enough, if we have not persistence enough to bring these ideas to bear on 
the Congress of the United States so as to secure the appropriation we need, then 
the question will be, not can the Indian be civilized, but have we lost our power ? 
I do not think we have lost it. I think we will get the money. 

The business committee reported recommending the adoption of the following 
resolution, offered by Dr. Jackson, and it was adopted; 

Besolved, That a committee be appointed by the chair to confer with the Presi- 
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dent and other Government authorities with refei'enee to the better protection 
of the native population of Alaska from intemperance and other evils. 

Hesolved, That the same committee shall be directed to cooperate in the effort 
to secure the necessary legislation for the introduction into Alaska of the domes- 
ticated reindeer of Siberia. 

The following committee was apix>inted : 

Dr. Sheldon Jackson, Gen. E. Whittlesey, Prof. C. C. Painter, Miss Anna L. 
Dawes, Miss Alice C. Fletcher. 

The following platform was then presented and unanimously adopted : 

PLATFORM. 

The conference feels and regrets the absence, because of sickness, of two men 
who have from year to year been to it wisdom and inspiration, and it expresses 
the hope that Gfens. Whittlesey and Armstrong may soon be restored to health. 
We congratulate the country on the marked progress which is being made from 
year to year in solving the *' Indian problem." The solution becomes clearer and 
easier in proportion as there is a growing appreciation of the fact that there is no 
insuperable difficulty in anjrthing abnormal m the Indian himself, and that he will 
show himself fully a man if we secure to him simply the conditions essential to 
the man as such. This has been recognized by Congress in the increasing ap- 
propriations made for his education ; by the Bureau in its intelligent grasp of 
the problems with which it has to deal, and by the religious organizations of the 
country in their enlarged plans and increased contributions for his elevation. 

The conference expresses its gratification and hereby extends its thanks to 
President Harrison and Secretary Noble for having so classified the Indian ser- 
Tice that hereafter all physicians, superintendents of schools, assistant superin- 
tendents, teachers, and matrons will be appointed upon certification from the Civil 
Service Commission, and we express the warmest hope that at an early day the 
entire Indian service may be thus reformed. 

We advocate, as heretofore, the most liberal policy in the education of the In- 
dians, believing that the sooner the whole Indian population receive a sound and 
thorough education the sooner thi Government will be relieved of the heavy 
special expenditures on their account. We therefore believe that economy as 
well as every other consideration should animate the Fifty -second Congress to 
make a further increase in the appropriations for the purpose of education ; we 
also believe that the privileges of such Government schools as those at Hampton 
and Carlisle should extend to the Indians in the State of New York as to all 
other Indians, until the Indian problem is solved. 

We continue to feel a conc3rn on account of the inaccessibility of courts of law 
on the reservations, and we are gratified to find that the subject has been taken 
up earnestly in Congress, and that both the Secretary of the Interior and the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs advocate action to that end. We favor such 
measures having this object in view, as may be practicable, in the opinion of 
those who best understand the needs of these Indians and the nature of our judi- 
ciary system. 

The debauchery of the Alaska Indians arising from the illegal introduction 
and use of the worst kind of intoxicants has shocked the moral sense of the com- 
munity ; and we confidently look to the authorities for such action as will save 
these tribes from the sad demoralization which now prevails among them. 

In view of the almost starving condition of many of the natives of Alaska, 
caused by the destruction of the sea animals by the whalers and hunters and the 
absence of any other source of food supply, and in view of the fact that ti-e ex- 
periments of the past season have proven that Siberian domesticated reindeer 
can be successfully introduced into Alaska, we respectfully urge upon Congress 
the wisdom and prudence of an adequate appro})riation for the purchase and 
transportation to Alaska of reindeer from Siberia. 

The continued interest in these conferences from year to year, manifesting as 
it does the wide interest felt by the good people of the country at large, gives 
new zest and hope to those who are laboring to settle the question of Indian civ- 
ilization. 

Adjourned at II p. m. 
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Approximate nurriber of allotments mxide to Indmns on the various reservations under 
the provisions of the general allotment act, up to the present date. 



Tribe. 



■Sisseton and Wapheton, Lake Trav- 
erse, S. Dak. 

Sioux, Tank ton Agency, S. Dak 



Eastern Shawnees, Indian Territory 

Senecas, Indian Territory 

Wyandottes, Indian Territory 

OMppewas, Fond du Lac, Minn 

Crows, Montana 

Winnebagoes. Nebraska 

Siletz Agency, Oregon 

Orande Bonde Agency, Oregon 

Warm Springs Agency, Oregon 

Papagoes, Arizona j 

Oneidas, Wisconsin 

Sac and Fox, Kansas 

Modocs, Indian Territory 

Ottawas, Indian Territory .-. . . 

Devils Lake Agency, N. Dak 

Nez Perces, Idaho 

Jicarllla Apaches, New Mexico 

Tonkawas, Oklahoma 

Poncas, Pawnees, Otoes 

Prairie Band of Pottawatomies of 

Kansas. 
Klckapoosin Kansas 



No. of 
allot- 
ments. 



1,724 
1,445 

82 

296 
241 
505 



744 
952 
110 
269 
302 

291 

1,501 

76 

68 

156 

1,100 

1,300 

846 

68 

375 

105 

33 



Remarks. 



1,341 patented. Schedule of additional allotments 
made under agreement of Dec. 12, 1889, under ex- 
amination. 

1,445 patented. Work of makingadditlonal allot- 
ments imder act of Feb. 28, 1891, now in prog- 
ress in the field. 

72 patented. Schedule of re\^sed allotments un- 
der act of Feb. 28, 1891, awaiting action. 

Schedule awaiting action. 

Under examination. 

These allotments have not been approved for the 
reason that the lands are maimy valuable for 
timber, and the law does not contemplate the 
allotment of such lands in severalty. 

Made in the field. Schedules not examined. 

Schedule reported to Secretary Nov. 2, 1889. 

Work in progress in the field. 

^ patented. 

Work suspended on account of dispute as to 
boundary of reservation. 

Schedule approved. 
Do. 

Schedule awaiting action. 

68 patented. 

Awaiting action. 

Completed in the field, but not reported here, 
owing to death of allotting agent. 

Work nearly completed in the field; schedule not 
received here. 

Awaiting action. 
Do. 

Work in progress in the field. 

Do. •► * 

Do. 



Allotments under special acts of Congress and agreements ratified by Congress, 



Tribe. 



Peorias, Indian Territory 

Mlamls. Indian Territory , 

lowas, Oklahoma 

Sac and Fox, Oklahoma 

Absentee Shawnee, Oklahoma 

Citizen Pottawatomies. Oklahoma 

Cheyenne and Arapahoes, Oklahoma . 
UmatlUa Agency, Oregon 



Poncas, Nebraska 

Crow Greek Agency, S. Dak 



Act. 



25 Stats., 1013 
....do 

26 Stats., 749.. 

....do 

26 Stats., 989.. 

....do 

....do 

23 Stats., 341.. 

25 Stats., 888.. 
....do 



No. of 
allot- 
ments. 



155 

65 

109 

548 

563 

1,498 

1,800 

337 

167 
556 



Remarks. 



Patented. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Approved. 
Approved.* 
Awaiting action. 
Work progress- 
ing in the field. 
Patented. 
Work progress- 
ing in the field. 



* 1,368 allotments under the act of 1887, as provided in the agreement, and 135 allotments under 
the act of May 23, 1872. 

Allotments to homeless Indians on the public domain outside of any Indian reservation 

(transmitted to Department for approval May 8, 1890) 164 

Additlcmal allotments under same section and act (awaiting action) 332 

Applications received for allotments under same section and act (awaiting action) 205 

Under section 13 of the Sioux act, allotments have been made within the ceded Sioux 

lands and reported to this office (awaiting action) 431 

REMARKS. 



From the foregoing it will be seen that the total number of allotments made 
to date within the several reservations is 18,387; total number of these allot- 
ments that have been patented, 4,239; and total number of allotments outside of 
Indian reservations, 1,132. 



I  
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» 

It is interesting; to know, then, that no less than one-tenth of all the reserva- 
tion Indians in the United States, men, women, and children (exclusive of the. 
five civilized tribes), have been given lands in severalty, and that upward of 1,000 
homeless or nonreservation Indians have taken allotments upon the public do- 
main. 

Surveys have been made for allotments on the Hoopa Valley Reservation in 
Califomia and on the Moqui Reservation in Arizona, and have been ordered on 
the Pine Rid^e and Rosebud Sioux Reservations in South Dakota. 

Respeotfully submitted. 

C. F. Larrabee, 

Chief of Division, 

Indian Office, January 7, 1892. 
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JLIST OF 0FFICEB8 CONNECTED WITH THE UNITED STATES 
INDIAN SERVICE, INCLUDING AGENTS, INSPECTOBS, SPECIAL 
AGENTS, AND INDIAN SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS; ALSO 
ADDRESSES OF MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF INDIAN COM- 
MISSIONERS. 

[Corrected to February, 1892.] 

T. J. Morgan, Commissioner 1102 Thirteenth street, NW, 

R. V. Belt, Assistant Commissioner 1314 Tenth street, NW. 

CHIEFS OF DIVISIONS. 

J^nance— Edmund S. Woog .400 Maple avenue, Le Droit Park. 

-4ccoMnte— SABiUEL M. Yeatman 511 Third street, NW. 

iond— Chas. F. Larbabee 1152 Seventeenth street, NW. 

jKducotion— Walter O. Cartwright 1006 North Carolina avenue, SE. 

2^'fea— George H. Holtzman 905 Tenth street, NW. 

Depredation*— William C. Shelley 247 Elm street, Le Droit Park. 

MiscdUmeaus — M. S. Cook, Stenographer, in charge, 920 Rhode Island ave- 
nue, NW. 

superintendent of INDIAN SCHOOLS. 

Dr. Daniel Dorchester of Boston, Mass. 

special agents. 

George P. Litchfield of Salem, Oregon. 

James H. Cooper..- of Winfleld, Kans. . 

Elisha B. Reynolds of Hagerstown, Ind. 

Jas. a. Leonard... of Youngstown, Ohio. 

Charles H. Thompson of Chicago, 111. 

INSPECTORS. 

William W. Junkin of Fairfield, Iowa. 

James H. Cisney of Warsaw, Ind. 

Arthur M. Tinker of North Adams, Mass. 

Benjamin H.Miller of Sandy Spring, Md. 

Robert S. Gardner of Clarksburg, W.Va. 
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162 REPORT OF THE BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS. 



Members of the Board of Indian Commissioners, tcith their post-office addresses. 

* 
Merrill E. Gates, Chairman, Amherst, Mass. 

E. Whittlesey, Secretary, 1429 New York avenue, Washington, D. C. 
Albert K. Smiley, Mohonk Lake, New York. 
Wm. McMichael, 15 Broad street. New York City. 
Wm. H. Lyon, 170 New York avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Joseph T. Jacobs, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
William D. Walker, Fargo, N. Dak. 
Philip C. Garrett, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Darwin R. James, 226 Gates avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Elbert B. Monroe, Southport, Conn. 

Secretaries of missionary societies enigaged in educational work among Indians. 

Baptist Home Missionary Society: Rev. H. L. Morehouse, D. D., Temple Court, 
Beekman street. New York. 

Baptist (Southern): Rev. I. T. Tichenor, D. D., Nashville, Tenn. 

Catholic (Roman). Bureau of Jndian Missions: Rev. Jos. A. Stophan, 1315 F 
street NW., Washington, D. C. 

Congregational, American Missionary Association: Rev. M. E. Strieby, D. D., 
Bible House, New York. 

Episcopal Church Mission: Rev. W. G. Langford, D. D., Bible House, New 
York. 

Friends' Yearly Meeting: Levi K. Bi'own, Goshen, Lancaster County, Pa. 

Friends, Orthodox: Dr. James E. Rhoads, Bryn Mawr, Pa. 

Methodist Missionary Society: Rev. C C. McCabe, 150 Fifth avenue. New 
York. 

Methodist (Southern): Rev. I. G. John, Nashville, Tenn. 

Mennonite Missions: Rev. A. B. Shelly, Milford Square, Pa. 

Moravian : J. Taylor Hamilton, Bethlehem, Pa. 

Presbyterian Foreign Missionary Society: Rev. F. F. EUinwood, D. D., 53 Fifth 
avenue. New York. 

Presbyterian Home Mission Society: Rev. Henry Kendall, D. D., 53 Fifth 
avenue. New York. 

Presbyterian (Southern) Home Mission Board: Rev. J. N. Craig, D. D., At- 
lanta, Ga. 

Unitarian Association: Rev. Francis Tiffany, 25 Beacon street, Boston, Mass. 
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Inspection of Indian supplies -- 3 

Inspection of agencies and schools 4 
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Jackson, Sheldon, addressof 136 
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